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	Variable	
	Type
	Description

	Ethnic group
	Categorical
	Ethnic group of the livestock keeper (Fulani/Fon/Goun/others)

	Age
	Numerical
	Age of the livestock keeper (years)

	Sex
	Binary
	Gender of the livestock keeper (male/female)

	Education levels
	Categorical
	Education levels of the livestock keeper (illiterate/primary/secondary/university)

	Main activity
	Categorical
	Main activity of the livestock keeper (cattle keeping/agriculture/trader/civil servant)

	Main source of income
	Categorical
	Main source of income of the livestock keeper (cattle keeping/agriculture/trader/civil servant)

	Experience in cattle farming
	Numerical
	Years of experience of the livestock keeper for keeping cattle (years)

	Livestock keepers’ status
	Categorical
	Status of the livestock keepers in the farm (owner-keeper / employed keeper)

	Herd size 
	Categorical
	Herd size divided into 3 classes (≤ 30 heads /31-70 heads / ≥ 70 heads)

	Total herd size
	Numerical
	Total number of cattle in the herd (n)

	Cows’ number 
	Numerical
	Number of cows in the herd (n)

	Adult bulls in herd
	Numerical
	Proportion of bulls in the herd (%)

	Cows in herd
	Numerical
	Proportion of cows in the herd (%)

	Heifers in herd
	Numerical
	Proportion of heifers in the herd (%)

	Young bulls in herd
	Numerical
	Proportion of young bulls in the herd (%)

	Male calves in herd
	Numerical
	Proportion of male calves in the herd (%)

	Female calves in herd
	Numerical
	Proportion of female calves in the herd (%)

	Sex ratio
	Continuous
	Proportion of bulls to cows in the herd (number of bulls in the herd divided by cows number)

	Cows’ breed
	Categorical
	Dominant breed in the herd (Boboji (taurine), Yakana (zebu) and Yakana x Goudali (zebu crossbreed))

	Feeding strategy
	Categorical
	Way of feeding cattle (natural pasture / feed supplementation / natural pasture and feed supplementation)

	Daily grazing duration
	Numerical
	Duration of  daily time on pasture (hours)

	Grazing frequency per day
	Categorical
	Times per day that cattle are taken to pasture (once / twice)

	Mineral supplementation
	Binary
	Practice of mineral supplementation of cattle (yes / no)

	Watering infrastructure
	Binary
	Existence  of infrastructure for watering cattle in the farm (yes / no)

	Quantity of milk produced per herd per day (RS)
	Numerical
	Average quantity of milk produced per herd in the rainy season (liters/day)

	Quantity of milk produced per herd per day (DS)
	Numerical
	Average quantity of milk produced per herd in the dry season (liters/day)

	Milking duration 
	Numerical
	Average period per lactation that cows are milked (months)

	Milk transformation into cheese
	Binary
	Processing milk into local cheese “Wagashi” (yes / no)

	Use of occasional workforce
	Binary
	Periodically employing additional (external) workforce (yes / no)

	Enclosure to confine the herd at night
	Binary
	Practice of herd Enclosure by livestock keepers at night (yes / no)

	Manure valorization
	Categorical
	Main use of manure (sale / use on own land / no valorization)

	Integration of cattle and coconut trees
	Binary
	Use of cattle manure for coconut tree fertilization (yes / no)

	Contribution of cattle sales in total income from cattle husbandry
	Continuous
	Share of income from cattle sales in total income from cattle husbandry (%)

	Contribution of milk sales in total income from cattle husbandry
	Continuous
	Share of the income from milk sales in total income from cattle husbandry (%)



