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Appendix 1. Clamp to fix samples for AFM observation. (a) Front view. (b) Side view (c) Top view. The clamp consists of two parts. The proximal part (light brown in (a) and (b)) can be moved with a screw so that samples of variable thickness (up to ca. 1 mm, (c)) can easily be clamped and detached. The metal base (green in (a) and (b)) provides the required density to keep the samples under water, so these can be scanned when submersed in a liquid without sample movement.
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