Supplementary files
Supplementary table 1. Search strategy in OVID Medline
	No.
	Search terms

	1
	randomised controlled trial.pt.

	2
	randomized controlled trial.pt.

	3
	controlled clinical trial.pt.

	4
	randomized.ab.

	5
	randomised.ab.

	6
	randomly.ab.

	7
	exp Cohort Studies/

	8
	cohort studies.pt.

	9
	cohort.ab.

	10
	or/1-10

	11
	limit 10 to humans

	12
	exp Stroke/

	13
	exp Middle Cerebral Artery/

	14
	exp Carotid Stenosis/

	15
	ischemia stroke.ti,ab.

	16
	stenosis. ti,ab.

	17
	or/12-16

	18
	thrombectomy. ti,ab.

	19
	endovascular. ti,ab.

	20
	clot retrieval. ti,ab.

	21
	rescue stenting. ti,ab.

	22
	angioplasty. ti,ab.

	23
	stent retrievers.ti,ab.

	24
	or/18-23

	25
	11 AND 17 AND 24






Supplementary table 2. Search strategy in Embase
	No.
	Search terms

	1
	‘randomized Controlled Trial’/exp

	2
	‘randomized Controlled Trials as Topic’/exp

	3
	‘randomized controlled trial’:ab,ti

	4
	‘controlled clinical trial’/exp

	5
	‘controlled clinical trial’:ab,ti

	6
	‘Cohort Studies’/exp

	7
	‘cohort’:ab,ti

	8
	(#1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7) AND [humans]/lim

	9
	‘Stroke’/exp

	10
	‘Middle Cerebral Artery’/exp

	11
	‘Carotid Stenosis’/exp

	12
	‘ischemia stroke’:ab,ti 

	13
	‘stenosis’:ab,ti

	14
	#9 OR #10 OR #11 OR #12 OR #13 

	15
	‘thrombectomy’:ab,ti

	16
	‘endovascular’:ab,ti

	17
	‘clot retrieval’:ab,ti

	18
	‘rescue stenting’:ab,ti

	19
	‘angioplasty’:ab,ti

	20
	‘stent retrievers’:ab,ti

	21
	#15 OR #16 OR #17 OR #18 OR #19 OR #20

	22
	#8 AND #14 AND #21





Supplementary table 3. Search strategy in CENTRAL
	No.
	Search terms

	1
	(randomised controlled trial):ti,ab,kw 

	2
	(cohort):ti,ab,kw 

	3
	#2 or #3 

	4
	(stroke):ti,ab,kw

	5
	(middle cerebral artery) :ti,ab,kw

	6
	(ischemia stroke):ti,ab,kw 

	7
	(stenosis):ti,ab,kw 

	8
	#4 or #5 or #6 or #7 

	9
	(thrombectomy):ti,ab,kw

	10
	(endovascular):ti,ab,kw

	11
	(clot retrieval):ti,ab,kw

	12
	(rescue stenting):ti,ab,kw

	13
	(angioplasty):ti,ab,kw

	14
	(stent retrievers) :ti,ab,kw

	15
	#9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 or #14

	16
	#3 and #8 and #15


Abbreviation: CENTRAL, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials.



Supplementary figure 1. flow chart
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Records identified from:

* MEDLINE (i
* EMBASE (n=1988)
* CENTRAL (n=359)

Records removed before screening:
Duplicate records removed
(n=1634)

!

Records screened at fitles-
and-abstract level
(n=2300)

Records excluded for reviews, only

abstracts, or conference papers (n =

1288)

+ Recordsthat reported the effect of
mechanical thrombectomy (n=527)

+ Records that was not relevant to

stenting treatment (n=368)

Reports sought for retrieval

Reports with unavailable full-text
copies (n =15)

(n=117)
l

Reports assessed for
eligibilty (n =102)

Reports excluded

Sample size <5 (n = 13)
Reviews (n =28)
Mechanism studies (n=36)
Meta-analysis (n = 4)

No available data (n= 5)

No intended outcomes (n=1)

Studies included in review
(n=15)
Reports of included studies
(n=15)





