Supplementary Figures
Drivers of Line and Trap loss – Combined results
When considering a comparative Assessment of the major drivers of fish trap in Antigua and Barbuda versus Dominica, it is revealed that in both jurisdictions severe weather was the most significant cause of trap loss (Supplementary Figure 1).  In both instances more than 90% of fishers identified that this occurred either always or sometimes. Snagging of gear and strong currents were also shown to be major drives in each case. Theft/vandalism of traps was more of an issue in Antigua and Barbuda versus Dominica, while drifting of gear and vessel traffic was more prevalent in Dominica. Improper storage of gear was not a major issue in either country. 


Supplementary Figure 1: Comparative View of Major Drivers of Trap Loss in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica. (Percentage of Fishers that Indicated the Identified Drivers Led to Trap Loss Either “Always” or “Sometimes”).
With regard to the line fisheries, the towing of lines by large animals emerged as a major driver in both countries (S. Figure 2). Strong currents and poor weather were more prevalently cited as drivers of line loss in Antigua and Barbuda while gear conflict was more of an issue in Dominica. 

Supplementary Figure 2: Comparative View of Major Drivers of Line Loss in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica. (Percentage of Fishers that Indicated the Identified Drivers Led to Line Loss Either “Always” or “Sometimes

Diver Encounters of ALDFG – Combined Results
The results from diver interviews from both countries was combined and yielded the following results.  Traps emerged as the most frequently encountered forms of ALDFG (n=12) followed by polypropylene nets and line fragments (n=11). 10 out of the 14 interviewees indicated that they encountered ropes during divers. See S. Figure 3 below.

Supplementary Figure 3: Categories and rates of encounter of various forms of ALDFG by divers in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica
Almost 70% of those who encountered traps indicated they did so either always, frequently or sometimes.  Only 31% indicated fish traps were rarely observed (S. Figure 4).

Supplementary Figure 4: Encounter rates for derelict traps reported by divers in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica.
More than 80% of those who indicated they encountered polypropylene nets did so either frequently or sometimes (S. Figure 5).


Supplementary Figure 5: Encounter rates for derelict polypropylene net fragments reported by divers in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica

Similar to the polypropylene net results only 18% of those who encountered fishing line indicated they did so rarely, all others indicated they encountered lines either always, frequently or sometimes (S. Figure 6). 

Supplementary Figure 6: Encounter rates of line fragments as reported by divers in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica
When both sets of data were combined more than half of the respondents indicated they encountered ropes while diving.  70% of those did so either frequently or sometimes (S. Figure 7). 


Supplementary Figure 7: Encounter rates of derelict rope as reported by divers in Antigua and Barbuda and Dominica.
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Antigua and Barbuda	Mesh snagged on obstruction, e.g. reef, rock or shipwreck	Poor weather conditions 	Damage or towed away by large animals 	Drifted out of area that cannot be accessed by the vessel 	Faulty, old or damaged gear 	Operator error 	Strong currents	 Deep water (e.g. line to buoy too short) 	Gear not properly stored on-board 	Conflict with other gear, e.g. trawls towing away nets 	Vandalism, (stolen or destroyed) 	The surface marking is lost, sunk or malfunctioned 	Gear intentionally discarded overboard	 Equipment failure (i.e hauler or location equipment)	 High traffic of other vessels 	Lack of communications between fishing vessels	Other	78.571428571428569	92.857142857142861	42.857142857142854	57.142857142857139	64.285714285714292	78.571428571428569	78.571428571428569	57.142857142857139	14.285714285714285	64.285714285714292	85.714285714285708	28.571428571428569	35.714285714285715	42.857142857142854	64.285714285714292	35.714285714285715	21.428571428571427	Dominica	Mesh snagged on obstruction, e.g. reef, rock or shipwreck	Poor weather conditions 	Damage or towed away by large animals 	Drifted out of area that cannot be accessed by the vessel 	Faulty, old or damaged gear 	Operator error 	Strong currents	 Deep water (e.g. line to buoy too short) 	Gear not properly stored on-board 	Conflict with other gear, e.g. trawls towing away nets 	Vandalism, (stolen or destroyed) 	The surface marking is lost, sunk or malfunctioned 	Gear intentionally discarded overboard	 Equipment failure (i.e hauler or location equipment)	 High traffic of other vessels 	Lack of communications between fishing vessels	Other	80.952380952380949	90.476190476190482	52.380952380952387	80.952380952380949	47.619047619047613	61.904761904761905	76.19047619047619	71.428571428571431	14.285714285714285	52.380952380952387	61.904761904761905	42.857142857142854	33.333333333333329	14.285714285714285	76.19047619047619	42.857142857142854	0	
Percentage of Respondents




Antigua and Barbuda	Line snagged on obstruction, e.g reef, rock or shipwreck 	Poor weather conditions 	Damage or towed away by large animals 	Drifted out of area that cannot be accessed by the vessel 	Faulty, old or damaged gear 	Operator error 	Strong currents	 Deep water (e.g. line to buoy too short) 	Gear not properly stored on-board 	Conflict with other gear, e.g. trawls towing away nets 	Vandalism, (stolen or destroyed) 	The surface marking is lost, sunk or malfunctioned 	Gear intentionally discarded overboard	 Equipment failure (i.e hauler or location equipment)	 High traffic of other vessels 	Lack of communications between fishing vessels	55.555555555555557	66.666666666666657	88.888888888888886	44.444444444444443	55.555555555555557	55.555555555555557	77.777777777777786	11.111111111111111	11.111111111111111	44.444444444444443	55.555555555555557	33.333333333333329	0	11.111111111111111	33.333333333333329	11.111111111111111	Dominica	Line snagged on obstruction, e.g reef, rock or shipwreck 	Poor weather conditions 	Damage or towed away by large animals 	Drifted out of area that cannot be accessed by the vessel 	Faulty, old or damaged gear 	Operator error 	Strong currents	 Deep water (e.g. line to buoy too short) 	Gear not properly stored on-board 	Conflict with other gear, e.g. trawls towing away nets 	Vandalism, (stolen or destroyed) 	The surface marking is lost, sunk or malfunctioned 	Gear intentionally discarded overboard	 Equipment failure (i.e hauler or location equipment)	 High traffic of other vessels 	Lack of communications between fishing vessels	72.222222222222214	22.222222222222221	83.333333333333343	44.444444444444443	66.666666666666657	66.666666666666657	50	16.666666666666664	16.666666666666664	55.555555555555557	22.222222222222221	5.5555555555555554	16.666666666666664	5.5555555555555554	33.333333333333329	27.777777777777779	
Percentage of Respondents
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