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1 Invitation email to participants 

 

 

 

 

Dear xxxxx, 

I am a veterinary surgeon reading a Masters in Conservation Medicine at The 
University of Edinburgh. Through my studies I have become aware of the 
widespread use of working dogs in conservation in Africa. As part of my final year 
dissertation, I am investigating the health problems encountered by these incredible 
animals working in very challenging environments, and how different organisations 
optimise their health and welfare. I hope to use this study as a platform for sharing 
different organisation's approaches to maintaining the health of their dogs and 
identify key areas requiring research.  

As part of my study, I would like to interview an appropriate member of your 
organisation about the work your dogs do, the health problems that you encounter 
and the facilities that are and are not available to you. Whilst I have some specific 
questions, I would like the interview to be led mostly by yourselves, so that I can get 
a real feel for the way that your dogs work and the issues that you have with regards 
to their health in these challenging environments.  

I would really appreciate about 30-45 minutes of your time to interview over Skype. 
The days that I will be conducting these interviews will be on Tuesday from the  
DATE/MONTH 2019 to 4th February 2020. I will also be able to do some weekends, 
and of course would be happy to accommodate you as much as possible if you have 
a specific date and time in mind.  

Please let me know if you would be willing to take part, and what date and time 
would suit you best. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask. I will then 
send you some further information about the interview content so that you can 
prepare for the interview. You can change your mind about participating at any time.  

Thank you so much, Nicola Earnshaw MRCVS.  
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2 Preparation for the interview document 
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3 Interview guide 
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