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[bookmark: _GoBack]Identification process of bacteria
The identification process of bacteria was conducted as follows: Suspected Enterococcus spp. isolates were identified to the genus and species levels using an API rapid ID 32 STREP kit (bioMérieux, Lyon, France) and multiplex polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assay. 1) If suspected Enterococcus spp. isolates were detected at the species level using both methods, they were determined to be Enterococcus spp.; but 2) if suspected Enterococcus spp. isolates were detected at the species level using only one method, they were determined to be Enterococcus spp. with that particular method. There was no difference between the isolates of different species detected with an API rapid ID 32 STREP kit and PCR assay. One of the challenges faced during this procedure was that some suspected Enterococcus spp. isolates tested with an API rapid ID 32 STREP kit were identified to the genus level.
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