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2 Supplementary Figures and Tables
2.1 Supplementary Figures
Figure 1
[bookmark: _Hlk130985624]Origin of participants based on origin country of the studies (CTQ-TAS)


Figure 2
Origin of participants based on origin country of the studies (TAS-SCL)

Note. Turkey was listed as Asian country.
Figure 3
Forest Plot (Emotional Neglect)
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Figure 4
Funnel Plot (Emotional Neglect)
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Figure 5
Forest Plot (Emotional Abuse)
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Figure 6
Funnel Plot (Emotional Abuse)
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Figure 7
Forest Plot (Sexual Abuse)
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Figure 8
Funnel Plot (Sexual Abuse)
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Figure 9
Forest Plot (Physical Abuse)
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Figure 10
Funnel Plot (Physical Abuse)
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Figure 11
Forest Plot (Physical Neglect)
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Figure 12
Funnel Plot (Physical Neglect)
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2.2 Supplementary Tables
Table 1
Keywords for article search (child abuse and alexithymia)
	Database
	Number of articles
	Keywords

	PubMed
	143
	"alexithymia" AND ((child abuse) OR (child neglect) OR (child maltreatment))


	PsycINFO 
(via EBSCOhost)
	167
	Alexithymia AND child abuse or child neglect or child maltreatment


	PSYNDEX 
(via EBSCOhost)
	11
	Alexithymia AND child abuse or child neglect or child maltreatment


	Google Scholar 
	7570 – only the first 200 screened
	"alexithymia" AND ("child abuse" OR "child neglect" OR "child maltreatment")





Table 2
Keywords for article search (alexithymia and psychopathology)
	Database
	Number of articles
	Keywords

	PubMed
	91
	("alexithymia") AND ((BSI) OR (SCL-90) OR (SCL-90-R))


	PsycINFO 
(via EBSCOhost)
	112
	Alexithymia AND SCL-90 or SCL-90-r or BSI 


	PSYNDEX 
(via EBSCOhost)
	57
	Alexithymia AND SCL-90 or SCL-90-r or BSI


	Google Scholar 
	4710 – only the first 200 screened
	"alexithymia" AND ("SCL-90" OR "SCL-90-R" OR "BSI")




3 Subgroup Analyses and Meta-Regressions
3.1 CTQ-TAS
Table 3
Subgroup analysis for healthy samples vs. samples with mental disorders 
	Sample Characteristics
	k
	r
	95%-CI
	I2

	Healthy
	15
	.30
	[.25; .35]
	83.9 %

	Mental Disorder
	8
	.15
	[.04; .26]
	73.2 %


Note. Unclear samples were removed from the analysis. Test for subgroup differences (random effects model) revealed a significant difference (Q = 6.13, df = 1, p = .01).


Table 4
Model results for a meta-regression with mean age as predictor for the correlation between CTQ and TAS
	
	β
	SE
	p

	Intercept 
	.42
	.10
	<.01*   

	Mean Age
	< -.01
	< .01
	.12


Note. k = 26; * indicates significance with α = .05.



Table 5
Model results for a meta-regression with mean TAS score as predictor for the correlation between CTQ and TAS
	
	β
	SE
	p

	Intercept 
	.55
	.20
	.01*  

	Mean TAS score
	-.01
	< .01
	.14


Note. k = 21; * indicates significance with α = .05.



Table 6
Model results for a meta-regression with percentage of female participants as predictor for the correlation between CTQ and TAS
	
	β
	SE
	p

	Intercept 
	.18
	.06
	<.01*   

	% female
	< .01
	< .01
	.13


Note. k = 28; * indicates significance with α = .05.
                

 		 
3.2 TAS-SCL/BSI
Table 7
Subgroup analysis for healthy samples vs. samples with mental disorders vs. samples with physical disorders
	Sample Characteristics
	k
	r
	95%-CI
	I2

	Healthy
	21
	.44
	[.39; .49]
	79.8%

	Mental Disorder
	15
	.44
	[.39; .50]
	62.6%

	Physical Disorder
	8
	.30
	[.04; .53]
	92.1%


Note. Unclear samples were removed from the analysis. Test for subgroup differences (random effects model) revealed no significant differences (Q = 1.32, df = 2, p = .52).


Table 8
Model results for a meta-regression with mean age as predictor for the correlation between TAS and SCL/BSI
	
	β
	SE
	p

	Intercept 
	.45
	.10
	<.0001*   

	Mean Age
	< .001
	< .01
	.71


Note. k = 39; * indicates significance with α = .05.




Table 9
Model results for a meta-regression with mean TAS score as predictor for the correlation between TAS and SCL/BSI
	
	β
	SE
	p

	Intercept 
	.22
	.19
	.28  

	Mean TAS score
	< .01
	< .001
	.21


Note. k = 28.



Table 10
Model results for a meta-regression with percentage of female participants as predictor for the correlation between TAS and SCL/BSI
	
	β
	SE
	p

	Intercept 
	.51
	.08
	<.0001*   

	% female
	< -.001
	< .01
	.89


Note. k = 44; * indicates significance with α = .05.

Participants per Continent
Series1	
Australia	Asia	Europe	North America	332	8385	7358	578	Continent

n

Participants per Continent
Series1	
Asia	Europe	North America	1770	6088	558	Continent

n

20

21

image1.jpeg
Study Total Correlation COR 95%-Cl Weight

Feyzioglu, 2022 435 R 0.28 [0.19;0.37] 4.4%
Chen, 2017 1705 H 0.13 [0.08;0.18] 4.6%
Gilec, 2013 150 0.26 [0.10;0.40] 4.0%
Zhang, 2020 1018 0.29 [0.23;0.35] 4.5%
Zhang, 2021 362 0.16 [0.05;0.25] 4.4%
Zou, 2016 142 0.30 [0.14;0.44] 4.0%
Senkal, 2015 417 0.15 [0.05;0.24] 4.4%
Paivio, 2004 100 0.49 [0.33;0.63] 3.8%
Spitzer, 2009 267 0.01 [-0.11;0.13] 4.3%
Aust, 2013 90 0.60 [0.45;0.72] 3.7%
Strodl, 2020 332 0.27 [0.17;0.37] 4.3%
Terock, 2016 666 0.13 [0.05;0.20] 4.5%
Terock, 2020 5574 0.26 [0.24;0.28] 4.6%
Kopera, 2020 255 0.03 [-0.09;0.15] 4.3%
Kopera, 2020 172 0.28 [0.14;0.42] 4.1%
Brown, 2019 500 0.18 [0.09;0.26] 4.4%
Frewen, 2006 122 0.76 [0.67;0.83] 3.9%
Frewen, 2012 90 0.61 [0.46;0.73] 3.7%
Mitchell, 2005 168 0.15 [-0.00;0.29] 4.1%
Morie, 2020 57 0.33 [0.08;0.55] 3.3%
Minnich, 2017 1315 0.30 [0.25;0.35] 4.6%
Li, 2023 262 0.21 [0.09;0.32] 4.3%
Liu, 2023 (1) 134 0.22 [0.05;0.37] 4.0%
Liu, 2023 17 -0.07 [-0.25;0.11] 3.9%
Random effects model 14450 0.27 [0.19; 0.35] 100.0%

Heterogeneity: P =89% [85%; 92%]
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Feyzioglu, 2022 435 = 0.23 [0.14;0.32] 4.8%
Chen, 2017 1705 : 0.20 [0.15;0.25] 5.0%
Giilec, 2013 150 —— 0.39 [0.25;0.52] 4.1%
Zhang, 2020 1018 = 0.25 [0.19;0.30] 5.0%
Zhang, 2021 362 k3 0.25 [0.15;0.35] 4.7%
Zou, 2016 142 — 0.19 [0.03;0.35] 4.1%
Senkal, 2015 417 — 0.15 [0.05;0.24] 4.7%
Paivio, 2004 100 —— 0.44 [0.26;0.58] 3.8%
Spitzer, 2009 267 - 0.26 [0.14;0.36] 4.5%
Aust, 2013 90 _— 0.14 [-0.07;0.34] 3.6%
Strodl, 2020 332 k3 0.24 [0.13;0.34] 4.6%
Terock, 2016 666 = 0.19 [0.12;0.26] 4.9%
Terock, 2020 5574 017 [0.14;0.20] 5.1%
Kopera, 2020 255 -+ 0.03 [-0.10;0.15]  4.5%
Kopera, 2020 172 0.08 [-0.07;0.23] 4.2%
Brown, 2019 500 0.13 [0.04;0.22] 4.8%
Frewen, 2006 122 - 070 [0.60;0.78] 4.0%
Frewen, 2012 90 —=— 055 [0.39;0.68] 3.6%
Mitchell, 2005 168 0.20 [0.05;0.34] 4.2%
Morie, 2020 57 0.26 [-0.00;0.49] 3.1%
Li, 2023 262 0.22 [0.10;0.33] 4.5%
Liu, 2023 (1) 134 0.17 [0.00;0.33] 4.0%
Liu, 2023 17 -0.13 [-0.30;0.05] 3.9%
Random effects model 13135 <> 0.23 [0.16; 0.30] 100.0%
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Heterogeneity: 12 = 82% [73%; 87%)]
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Study Total Correlation COR 95%-Cl Weight

Feyzloglu, 2022 435 — 0.19 [0.10;0.28] 4.6%
Chen, 2017 1705 0.15 [0.10;0.20] 4.8%
Gilec, 2013 150 | 038 [0.23;0.51] 4.2%
Zhang, 2020 1018 - 017 [0.11;0.23] 4.8%
Zhang, 2021 362 022 [0.12;0.31] 4.6%
Zou, 2016 142 0.18 [0.01;0.33] 4.2%
Senkal, 2015 417 0.04 [-0.06;0.14]  4.6%
Paivio, 2004 100 038 [0.19;0.53] 3.9%
Spitzer, 2009 267 022 [0.10;0.33] 4.5%
Aust, 2013 90 -0.14 [-0.34;0.07] 3.8%
Strodl, 2020 332 0.08 [-0.03;0.18]  4.6%
Terock, 2016 666 0.11 [0.03;0.18] 4.7%
Terock, 2020 5574 0.12 [0.09;0.15] 4.9%
Kopera, 2020 255 ~0.05 [-0.17;0.08]  4.5%
Kopera, 2020 172 0.04 [-0.11;0.19]  4.3%
Brown, 2019 500 0.04 [-0.05;0.13]  4.7%
Frewen, 2006 122 0.75 [0.66;0.82] 4.1%
Frewen, 2012 90 043 [0.24;0.58] 3.8%
Mitchell, 2005 168 0.03 [-0.12;0.18]  4.3%
Morle, 2020 57 0.19 [-0.07;0.43]  3.4%
Li, 2023 262 0.02 [-0.10;0.14]  4.5%
Liu, 2023 (1) 134 0.07 [-0.10;0.24] 4.1%
Liu, 2023 117 -0.02 [-0.20;0.16]  4.0%

Random effects model 13135

0.16 [0.08; 0.25] 100.0%

Heterogeneity: 7 =86% [80%; 90%]
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Feyzioglu, 2022 435
Chen, 2017 1705
Gilec, 2013 150
Zhang, 2020 1018
Zhang, 2021 362
Zou, 2016 142
Senkal, 2015 417
Paivio, 2004 100
Spitzer, 2009 267
Aust, 2013 90
Strodl, 2020 332
Terock, 2016 666
Terock, 2020 5574
Kopera, 2020 255
Kopera, 2020 172
Brown, 2019 500
Frewen, 2006 122
Frewen, 2012 90
Mitchell, 2005 168
Morie, 2020 57
Minnich, 2017 1315
Li, 2023 262
Liu, 2023 (1) 134
Liu, 2023 17

Random effects model 14450

Heterogeneity: /2 = 81% [73%; 87%]

Correlation
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0.19 [0.10;0.28] 4.5%
020 [0.15;0.25] 4.8%
032 [0.17;0.46] 3.9%
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-0.12 [-0.32;0.09] 3.5%
0.24 [0.14;0.34] 4.4%
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0.07 [-0.06;0.19]  4.3%
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0.11 [0.02;0.20] 4.6%
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050 [0.33;0.64] 3.5%
022 [0.07;0.36] 4.0%
0.23 [-0.04;0.46] 3.0%
022 [0.17;0.27] 4.8%
021 [0.09;0.32] 4.3%
0.12 [-0.05;0.29]  3.9%
0.04 [-0.14;0.22] 3.7%

0.24 [0.17; 0.31] 100.0%
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