Flowchart of the inclusion and exclusion criteria for the study population 
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Inpatients in the ICU from January 2019 to
December 2023 (n = 3,173)

Hospital stays exceeding 48 hours (n = 582)

After including patients with an ICU stay time
exceeding 48 hours (n=2.591)

Exclusion of colonization, community-
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infection diagnoses (n=21)

After excluding patients with colonization,
community-acquired infections, and
contamination in infection diagnoses (n = 2.570)

Exclusion of patients with disputed
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After excluding patients with disputed infection
diagnoses (n = 2.565)

Exclusion of patients not discharged by
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After excluding patients who had not been
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Final dataset (n = 2.517)





