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Supplemental Figure 1. Verification of RTECs in vitro. RTE cells were isolated and immunofluorescence of CK18 was used to verify the phenotype of epithelial cells. Results were acquired from three independent assays. (A) Light microscopy image of RTECs. (B) Immunofluorescence of CK18. Magnification: 200x. RTE cells: renal tubular epithelial cells; CK18: Cytokeratin 18.
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[bookmark: _Hlk61385839]Supplemental Figure 2.TLR-9 depletion has no obvious effect regarding fibrosis or number of intrarenal leukocytes between WT sham and KO sham group. (A) Representative COL Ⅲ and FN staining immunohistochemistry in renal cortical sections from WT sham group and KO sham group; (B) Representative fluorescence microscope images of E-Cad (Green) and α-SMA (Red) staining of the kidneys of WT sham group and KO sham group; (C) Representative dot plots of CD45+ cells and different types of leukocytes (T cells and macrophages) of WT sham group and KO sham group.
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[bookmark: _Hlk38455087]Supplemental Figure 3. Expressions of TLR-9 in the kidney following IRI. Immunohistochemistry of TLR-9 in the kidney following IRI or in the Sham group. Kidneys were collected at 1, 2, 7, 14, and 28 days after reperfusion. Tissue sections are representative of five mice per group. Magnification: 200x. TLR-9: toll like receptor-9; IRI, ischemia–reperfusion injury.
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