Table S1. Timeline of major environmental disasters and policy events that have affected China since 1994
	Year
	Major environmental events in China
	National policies impacting the Sanjiangyuan region
	Provincial policies for Sanjiangyuan
	Source

	1997
	[bookmark: _Hlk33059248]Severe drought in Yellow River Basin 
	
	
	(Wang et al., 2018)


	[bookmark: _Hlk33059290]1998
	[bookmark: _Hlk33059313]Floods in Yangtze River Basin 
	[bookmark: _Hlk33059535]Natural Forest Conservation Program (on-going)
	
	(Yin & Li, 2001)


	1999
	
	Sloping Lands Conversion Program (on-going)
	
	(Bryan et al., 2018)


	2000
	
	Western Development Strategy began (on-going)
	Sanjiangyuan Nature Reserve (provincial reserve)
	(Li et al., 2012)


	
	
	Ecological resettlement (shengtai yimin) policy 
	
	(Ptackova, 2011; 2017)
(Sternfeld, 2017)

	2001
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33059565]Wildlife Conservation and Nature Protection Program (on-going)

Forest Ecosystem Compensation Fund (on-going)
	
	(Xi et al., 2014)
(Deng et al., 2011)


	[bookmark: _Hlk33060058]2003
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060077]State Council approved promotion of Sanjiangyuan Nature Reserve to a National Nature Reserve

‘Converting pasturelands into grasslands’ (tuimu huancao), temporary grazing ban also being advanced in relation to ‘converting pasturelands into forests’ (tuimu huanlin) 
	
	(Yeh, 2005)
(Sternfeld, 2017)
(Ptackova, 2017)

	2005
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060417]State Council approved implementation of “Overall Plan for Ecological Protection and Construction of Qinghai Sanjiangyuan Nature Reserve”.

State Council established requirements for Phase I of the Sanjiangyuan National Ecological Protection Comprehensive Experimental Zone.
	
	(Ptackova, 2011)


	2008
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060446]Earthquake in Wenchuan, Sichuan
	
	
	(Yang et al., 2011)


	2010
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060570]Earthquake in Yushu, Qinghai

Plan for restoration and rebuilding after Yushu earthquake approved.

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060588]Qinghai Provincial Government issued "Several Opinions on Exploring the Establishment of Sanjiangyuan Ecological Compensation Mechanism"
	(Zhang et al.,2010)

(Sun et al., 2019)

(Xu & Lu, 2013)


	[bookmark: _Hlk33060748]2011
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060774]Grassland Ecological Protection Program (on-going)
	
	(The Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China, 2011)


	2012
	
	
	Qinghai “Ranger program”
officially started
	(Qi & Chen, 2020)

	2014
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060805]Qinghai Sanjiangyuan National Ecological Protection Comprehensive Experimental Zone Construction and Sanjiangyuan Ecological Protection and Construction Phase II launched.
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060837]Several Opinions of the Qinghai Provincial People's Government on Exploring the Establishment of Sanjiangyuan Ecological Compensation Mechanism
Implementation Opinions on the Grassland Ecological Protection Subsidy and Reward Mechanism in Qinghai Province (Trial)
	(China News Network, 2018)

[bookmark: _Hlk84987410](Qinghai Provincial Government Office, 2014)


	2015
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060890]State Council promulgates construction of “Ecological Civilization.”

	[bookmark: _Hlk33060920]Provincial-level ecological civilization construction legislation in Qinghai officially implemented. 

Study on Water Ecological Compensation Mechanism and Policy in Sanjiangyuan District" passed review of the Ministry of Water Resources
[bookmark: _Hlk65436381]The provincial government issued the "Opinions on the Establishment and Management of Public Welfare Positions for community wardens in the Sanjiangyuan National Ecological Protection Comprehensive Experimental Zone"
	(Xinhua News Agency, 2015)
(Qinghai Daily, 2017)
(Wang et al., 2021)
(Foggin, 2021)

	2016
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060962]Sanjiangyuan National Park Administration officially listed

“Ecological Red Lines” (ECR) officially launch
	
	(Ma et al., 2021)
[bookmark: _Hlk84983096](Chinese Society For Environmental Sciences, 2018)


	2017
	[bookmark: _Hlk33060991]Earthquake in Jiuzhaigou, Sichuan 
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk33061019]"Sanjiangyuan National Parks Regulations (Trial)" implemented
	(Lei et al., 2018)

	2021
	
	Launch of China’s new national park system
	
	(Ma et al., 2021)
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