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Editorial

Recognition of last year’s reviewers and new 
plans for 2014

In its second year, Advanced Optical Technologies pub-
lished another 462 pages of tutorials, reviews and other 
articles in the field of applied optics. All scientific arti-
cles underwent a careful peer review process. At least 
two reviews were taken into consideration for the edi-
torial decision, in many cases the reviewers were asked 
to review the manuscript again after a revision by the 
author.

According to the standards of scientific publish-
ing, this procedure is handled confidentially. Within 
our single-blind procedure only the reviewer sees the 
names of the authors while the reviewer’s names remain  
hidden.

Nevertheless, it is the hidden work of the reviewers 
that is absolutely crucial for scientific publishing. It acts not 
only as a constant quality control of a publication; it also 
provides the author with valuable feedback. In many cases, 
the comments of the peer reviewers have led to a substantial 
increase of the paper quality in the revision process. All this 
would not happen without the careful work of the reviewers!

Therefore, we as the publisher and the editor-in-chief 
would like to use this occasion to express our sincere grat-
itude to all those who helped with their constant efforts to 
make this journal possible. In the following we publish a 
list of the 2013 reviewers of Advanced Optical Technologies 
to give them a public recognition.
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New plans for 2014

The support of the optics community is a constant impetus 
to the editorial team for a further development of the 
journal. We will start the new year with a series of exciting 
topical issues on the following topics:

 – Optical coatings
Guest editors: Norbert Kaiser, Xu Liu, Angus Macleod

 – Active imaging
Guest editors: Hans Tholl, Martin Laurenzis

 – Optics for astronomy
Guest editors: Andrew Rakich, Jim Burge, Jan Burke

 – Optical sensors and systems for precision metrology
Guest editors: Gunther Notni, Wei Gao, N.N.

Together with the focus topics in each issue, Advanced 
Optical Technologies publishes papers from all fields of 
applied optics. In particular we welcome tutorials and 
review articles.

The journal has been accepted by Thomson Reuter’s 
Journal Citation Report for evaluation which gives us 

hope for a first preliminary impact factor in the summer 
of 2014. So far, first tests show that the journal has been 
well adopted by the optics community and the number of 
citations is increasing.

It is after all, a challenge and a great pleasure to 
develop this publication platform with the optics com-
munity in industry and academia. For further improve-
ments we appreciate all kinds of feedback, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. You may contact us via email, 
our website www.degruyter.com/aot or through various 
social media.

We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Yours Sincerly,

Yours sincerely,
 

   
Andreas Thoss  Michael Pfeffer
Publisher   Editor-in-Chief

Andreas Thoss studied physics and received his diploma and PhD 
degrees from the Free University Berlin in 1995 and 2003, respec-
tively. For both degrees, he did research at the Max-Born-Institute 
Berlin on the field of ultrashort and ultra-intense laser pulses. From 
1996 to 1999, he worked as a development engineer for medical 
laser systems with Aesculap-Meditec (now ZEISS Meditec) in Jena. 
In 2003, he joined the international publishing house, John Wiley & 
Sons. There, he gathered comprehensive experience as Publisher, 
Editor, and Commissioning Editor in the areas of book, journal, and 
online publishing. Among others, he cofounded the journals, Laser 
& Photonics Reviews (2007) and the Journal of Biophotonics (2008). 
Since its foundation in 2010, he manages THOSS Media, where he 
cofounded Advanced Optical Technologies.

Michael Pfeffer graduated in 1998 at the Institute of Applied Optics 
at EPFL (Switzerland), obtaining his PhD for a thesis in the field of 
optical nanotechnology. In 2002, after several years of working 
in the Swiss optics industry, he was appointed Full Professor of 
Optics and Engineering in the Department of Physical Engineering 
of Hochschule Ravensburg-Weingarten, University of Applied Sci-
ences (Germany). Dr. Pfeffer teaches and researches in the field of 
optics, physical instrument design, and nanotechnology. Currently, 
he serves as Vice-Rector for Research and International Relations. 
In 2005, the General Membership Meeting elected him to the Execu-
tive Board and CEO for the DGaO-Annual Meeting 2006. From 2008 
to 2012 he served as President of the German Society of applied 
Optics (DGaO). In 2012 he was elected as Secretary of the Board 
of the European Optical Society (EOS). Dr. Pfeffer is member of the 
German Physical Society (DPG), the German Society of Engineers 
(VDI), and the Standards Committee Precision Engineering and 
Optics of the German Institute of Standardization (DIN).
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