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AGN feedback, acting through strong outflows accelerated in the nuclear region of AGN

hosts, is invoked as a key ingredient for galaxy evolution by many models to explain

the observed BH-galaxy scaling relations. Recently, some direct observational evidence

of radiative mode feedback in action has been finally found in quasars at z >1.5.

However, it is not possible to study outflows in quasars at those redshifts on small scales

(.100 pc), as spatial information is limited by angular resolution. This is instead feasible

in nearby active galaxies, which are ideal laboratories to explore outflow structure and

properties, as well as the effects of AGN on their host galaxies. In this proceeding we

present preliminary results from the MAGNUM survey, which comprises nearby Seyfert

galaxies observed with the integral field spectrograph VLT/MUSE. We focus on two

sources, NGC 1365 and NGC 4945, that exhibit double conical outflows extending on

distances >1 kpc. We disentangle the dominant contributions to ionization of the various

gas components observed in the central ∼5.3 kpc of NGC 1365. An attempt to infer

outflow 3D structure in NGC 4945 is made via simple kinematic modeling, suggesting a

hollow cone geometry.

Keywords: active galactic nuclei, galaxies, outflows, NGC 1365, NGC 4945, imaging spectroscopy

1. INTRODUCTION

AGN are believed to have a strong influence on their host galaxies, accelerating fast outflows
able to quench star formation (negative feedback). Many models invoke AGN feedback as a key
ingredient for galaxy evolution (e.g., Springel et al., 2005; Hopkins et al., 2006; Ciotti et al., 2010;
Scannapieco et al., 2012), shaping galaxy properties and giving rise to the observed black hole-
host galaxy relations (MBH − σbulge, MBH − Lbulge, MBH − Mbulge; e.g., Ferrarese and Merritt,
2000; Gebhardt et al., 2000; Marconi and Hunt, 2003; Kormendy and Ho, 2013; McConnell and
Ma, 2013). According to radiative (or wind) mode feedback models, AGN at the Eddington limit
can sweep away surrounding gas by radiation pressure, driving fast outflows which overcome the
gravitational potential of the galaxy. Momentum balance in radiative mode gives a MBH − σbulge
relation which is in agreement with the observed one (e.g., Fabian, 1999; King, 2003, 2005; Murray
et al., 2005).

Luminous AGN are the best candidates to detect ongoing star formation being quenched by
AGN feedback, as indeed found in recent works (e.g., Cano-Díaz et al., 2012; Brusa et al., 2015;
Cresci et al., 2015a; Carniani et al., 2016, 2017). However, it is not possible to study high-z quasar
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outflows on small spatial scales (.100 pc), due to their large
distances (e.g., even with adaptive optics Williams et al., 2017
achieve a spatial resolution of ∼1 kpc at z = 2.4). On the
contrary, nearby active galaxies are ideal laboratories to explore
in detail outflow properties, their formation and acceleration
mechanisms, as well as the effects of AGN activity on host
galaxies (e.g., García-Burillo et al., 2014; Cresci et al., 2015b;
Storchi-Bergmann, 2015; Davies et al., 2016). Here we present
preliminary results from our MAGNUM survey (Measuring
Active Galactic Nuclei Under MUSE Microscope), which aims
at investigating the properties of outflows in nearby AGN, the
physical conditions of the ionized gas and the interplay between
nuclear activity and star formation in the host galaxy, thanks to
the unprecedented combination of spatial and spectral coverage
provided by the integral field spectrograph MUSE at VLT (1′×1′

FOV with 0.2′′ per spaxel and 4750–9300 Å spectral coverage;
Bacon et al., 2010). The first result from the MAGNUM survey is
presented in Cresci et al. (2015b), where tentative evidence of star
formation induced by the AGN outflow (positive feedback; e.g.,
Silk, 2013) is found in the nearby Seyfert galaxy NGC 5643. Here
two young (∼107 yr) isolated star-forming clumps are observed
in the direction of the AGN-ionized outflow, where this impacts
the dense material at the edge of the dust lane, suggesting a case
of occurring positive feedback.

2. MAGNUM SURVEY: OVERVIEW

2.1. Sample Selection
MAGNUM galaxies have been picked out from the optically-
selected samples of Maiolino and Rieke (1995) and Risaliti et al.
(1999) (MR95 and R99, respectively, from now on) and from
Swift-BAT 70-month Hard X-ray Survey (Baumgartner et al.,
2013; hereafter SB-70m). The latter includes optically-obscured
AGN which are excluded by the constraints given in MR95 and
R99. On the other hand, a hard-X ray selection, as it is SB-70m,
misses Compton-thick AGN, embraced instead by a selection
based on optical emission lines (like MR95 and R99), which are
spatially extended and not confined to the nuclear spot as the
hard X-ray emission. We chose only those sources which are
observable from Paranal Observatory (−70◦ <δ <20◦) and have
a distance <50 Mpc, ending up with a total of 73 objects.

So far, we have analyzed MUSE data of 10 galaxies belonging
to the MAGNUM sample, comprising Centaurus A, Circinus, IC
5063, NGC 1068, NGC 1365, NGC 1386, NGC 2992, NGC 4945,
NGC 5643, and NGC 6810.

2.2. Data Analysis
We have fitted and subtracted the stellar continuum, after having
Voronoi-binned (Cappellari and Copin, 2003) the data cube so
as to get an average signal-to-noise ratio per wavelength channel
(1.25 Å/channel) on the stellar continuum of at least 50 in each
bin.Wemade use of a linear combination of Vazdekis et al. (2010)
synthetic spectral energy distributions (SEDs) for single-age,
single-metallicity stellar populations (SSPs), employing pPXF
code (Penalized Pixel-Fitting; Cappellari and Emsellem, 2004) to
convolve the linearly combined stellar templates with a Gaussian
profile so as to reproduce the systemic velocity and the velocity

dispersion of the stellar absorption lines. The resulting star-
subtracted cube has then been spatially smoothed with a 1σ -px
Gaussian kernel. All the main emission lines have been fitted,
spaxel-by-spaxel, with 1, 2, or 3 Gaussian components to best
reproduce the total line profiles. The number of components
in the best fits is set by the value of the reduced χ2 with the
aim of providing the best fit with the minimum number of free
parameters. The same number of components is used for all
emission lines imposing the same velocity and width to each
component.

All the details about the MAGNUM sample selection and the
data analysis will be given in Venturi et al. (2018, in preparation).

3. MUSE MAPS

Ionized outflows are observed in all the galaxies of our sample,
with a more or less defined conical shape and a complex
kinematics. In the following, we present the representative cases
of NGC 1365 and NGC 4945. The former was observed with
MUSE on October 12, 2014, for a total exposure time of∼4000 s,
the latter on January 17, 2015, for a total of ∼2000 s. NGC 1365
was studied in the ionized gas in many articles, e.g., Storchi-
Bergmann and Bonatto (1991); Veilleux et al. (2003); Sharp and
Bland-Hawthorn (2010). Lindblad (1999) gives a comprehensive
review about the early work on this galaxy. An analysis of the
ionized gas in NGC 4945 is reported (e.g., in Marconi et al., 2000;
Rossa and Dettmar, 2003).

3.1. NGC 1365
NGC 1365 is a barred spiral Seyfert galaxy at z= 0.00546,
extending for 11.2′×6.2′, so that the ∼1′×1′ FOV of MUSE
covers the central ∼5.3×5.3 kpc2 of the galaxy. In Figures 1A–C

we show the stellar velocity field, the average velocity of the [OIII]
λ5007 line ([OIII] hereafter) subtracted, spaxel-by-spaxel, by the
stellar velocity and the map of [OIII] line width W70 (i.e., the
difference between the velocities at the 85th and at the 15th
percentile of the total fitted profile; see Harrison et al., 2014),
respectively. The first one exhibits the rotational motion of the
stars (approaching to the NE, receding to the SW), which has
a twisted shape probably associated with the presence of the
bar. We subtract the average [OIII] velocity by the stellar one
so as to isolate gas motions deviating from stellar rotation. The
two kinematic maps of [OIII] reveal a double conical outflow
with a clumpy morphology, oriented in the direction SE-NW,
where [OIII] velocity deviates most from stellar one (by over
150 km/s) and total line profile is broader compared to the rest
of the FOV, giving rise to W70 values greater than 500 km/s.
The broadening is due to the fact that in each spaxel all the
kinematic components in the line of sight, the one from the
outflow and the one from the disk, sum up giving a complex
line profile. Double-peaked line profiles are indeed ubiquitous in
the regions having higher W70. As shown by the velocity map
the SE cone is approaching to the observer, while the NW one is
receding.

The outflow is part of the [OIII]-emitting cone, which
can be seen in Figure 1D in green, where Hα, tracing star
formation in the disk, is instead reported in red. Both represent
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FIGURE 1 | Maps from our analysis of MUSE observations of NGC 1365. North is up. The cross marks the active nucleus. [OIII] kinematic maps in (B,C) are 1px-σ

spatially re-smoothed to get a better visual output. (A) Stellar velocity map, w.r.t. the systemic velocity of 1630 km/s adopted. The map has been obtained from the

spectral shift of the stellar absorption lines resulting from the fit of the stellar emission carried out on the Voronoi-binned data cube, for which an average

signal-to-noise ratio per wavelength channel of 50 has been requested in each bin. (B) Difference between the [OIII] velocity and the stellar velocity, in order to isolate

the proper motions of the gas w.r.t. the stars. The [OIII] velocity is the first-order moment of the total fitted line profile. (C) [OIII] W70 map, i.e., the difference between

the velocities at the 85th and at the 15th percentile of the total fitted line profile. (D) Two-color image of [OIII] (green) and Hα (red) integrated emission of the total fitted

line profile. (E) [SII] λλ6716,6731/Hα vs. [OIII] λ5007/Hβ spatially resolved BPT diagram, obtained from the fit of the star-subtracted Voronoi-binned cube (so as to

have an average signal-to-noise ratio per wavelength channel around Hβ of at least 4 in each bin). Each point in the diagram then corresponds to a bin in the FOV. The

solid curve marks (Kewley et al., 2001) theoretical upper bound for pure star formation, while the dashed line separates Seyferts from LI(N)ERs (Kewley et al., 2006).

Blue points are then star-formation dominated bins, red ones are AGN-dominated ones, while green one have LI(N)ER-like ratios. (F) Spatial distribution of the bins,

color-coded according to the spatially resolved BPT diagram in (E).

the integrated flux of the total fitted line profile. The spatial
distribution of the two emission lines is clearly different, with
the Hα being dominant in the direction NE-SW (along the
galactic bar), almost perpendicular to the [OIII] double cone.
BPT diagnostic diagrams (Baldwin et al., 1981; Veilleux and
Osterbrock, 1987) give a quantitative assessment regarding the
dominant ionizing source. In Figure 1E we report the spatially
resolved [SII] λλ6716,6731/Hα BPT diagram of NGC 1365,
generated, differently from the othermaps, from the fit of another
data cube, produced by performing a Voronoi binning on the
star-subtracted one, so as to get an average signal-to-noise ratio
per wavelength channel around Hβ of at least 4 in each bin.
This allows to get more reliable line ratios for the diagnostic
diagram. Each point in the BPT corresponds to a single bin in the
FOV and they are color-coded in the following way: blue points
mark star-forming dominated bins, standing below (Kewley et al.,
2001) upper limit for pure star formation (solid curve), while
red ones indicate AGN-dominated bins, separated by Kewley
et al. (2006) dashed line from the green ones having LI(N)ER-
like line ratios. The spatial distribution of the bins in the FOV

is presented in Figure 1F, using the same color coding adopted
in the diagram. The diagonal lane in the direction NE-SW is
dominated by ionization from OB stars in star-forming regions,
while the almost perpendicular [OIII]-emitting cone is AGN-
dominated, indicating that the ionized outflow is AGN-driven.
Besides the diagonal lane, some isolated bins far from the center,
emerging from the cone, have star-forming ratios as well and
correspond to the strong red Hα blobs standing out against
the green [OIII] in Figure 1C. A circular area surrounding the
nucleus has been masked due to the presence of BLR lines
disturbing the fit and giving highly deviant values of the line
ratios.

The maps in Figure 1 then suggest that the SE lobe of
the AGN-ionized cones is the nearest to the observer and
stands above the disk while the NW one is the furthest and
resides behind the disk, as the former shows approaching
velocities and the strongest flux between the two, especially
going closer to the center, while the latter recedes and is
fainter and overcome by the dusty star-forming regions near the
center.
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3.2. NGC 4945
A double conical outflow is observed in another source belonging
to our MAGNUM survey, i.e., NGC 4945, an almost perfectly
edge-on galaxy at z = 0.00188. [NII] total integrated flux, average
velocity (spaxel-by-spaxel subtracted by the stellar velocity) and
W70 maps of this galaxy obtained from the star-subtracted
spatially-smoothed data cube are presented in Figures 2A–C,
respectively. The side of the FOV corresponds to ∼3.5 kpc. The
presence of the outflow is clear in W70 map, where a NW lobe
and a SE one can be observed, the former being more extended
than the latter, reaching a distance of ∼1.8 kpc from the center.
In the flux map too the NW lobe is much stronger and more
extended than the SE one. The galaxy is nearly edge on and dusty,
in fact, and so it is plausible that the galactic plane resides behind
the NW lobe w.r.t. the observer, while the SE one stands behind
the disk and is obscured by dust close to the center but emerges
from it at a certain point. The velocity map of [NII] shows
the kinematic structure of the two cones, the NW one having
approaching velocities at its edges and receding ones around
its axis, the SE lobe having an opposite behavior, i.e., receding
velocities at its edges and approaching ones around its axis. As
in the case of NGC 1365, double-peaked and complicated line
profiles are ubiquitous along the outflow.

The aspect of the velocity map of the NW cone could be
explained thinking to a hollow cone which has an axis inclination
w.r.t. the l.o.s.<90◦ and a sufficient aperture such that the far part

of the cone intercepts the plane of the sky (the same holds for the
SE lobe, but with opposite geometry). Another feature supporting
this scenario is the flux enhancement at the edges of [NII] cone
in Figure 2A, compatible with an effect of limb brightening in a
hollow cone. To test this hypothesis a simple kinematic model
has been realized. The model features a hollow cone having
inclination w.r.t. line of sight of 75◦, inner and outer half opening
angle of 25◦ and 35◦, respectively, and constant velocity field.
The resulting maps of flux, velocity and velocity dispersion are
reported in Figures 2D–F, respectively. The velocity map of the
model resembles the observed one, with approaching velocities at
the edges of the cone and receding ones in the middle, and also
the velocity dispersion spatial distribution seems to reproduce
well the observed one. Although this simple model does not
take into account the clumpiness of the ionized gas, it seems
to be a fairly good representation of the observed maps, and
thus a hollow cone intercepting the plane of the sky appears to
be a promising way to explain the complex kinematics that we
observe in NGC 4945. We are developing a more detailed and
sophisticated kinematic model to actually reconstruct outflow 3D
shape and intrinsic properties.

4. CONCLUSIONS

We presented a study of ionized outflows in nearby AGN in the
field of our MAGNUM survey, which takes advantage of the

FIGURE 2 | Maps from our analysis of MUSE data of NGC 4945 (top) and from kinematic model (bottom). North is up. [NII] maps on top are 1px-σ spatially

re-smoothed, so as to get a better visual output. White circles indicate masked regions coinciding with foreground stars. (A) [NII] flux map. (B) [NII] velocity

spaxel-by-spaxel subtracted by the stellar velocity, in order to isolate proper motions of the gas w.r.t. stars. The [NII] velocity is the first-order moment of the total fitted

line profile. (C) [NII] W70 map, i.e., difference between the 85th-percentile velocity and the 15th-percentile one calculated on the fitted line profile. (D) Flux map from

simple model of hollow cone having inclination of 75◦ w.r.t. line of sight, inner and outer half opening angle of 25◦ and 35◦, respectively (thus intercepting the plane of

the sky), and constant velocity field. (E) Velocity map from model in (D). (F) Velocity dispersion map from model in (D). Data maps in (A–C) and model maps in (D–F)

have matching color scales.
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unprecedented capabilities of MUSE at VLT to study in detail
outflows, photoionization and the interplay between AGN and
host galaxies. We first gave a brief overview of the MAGNUM
survey, describing the sample selection and the standard data
analysis carried out on the 10 targets we studied up to now.
We then presented preliminary maps and results obtained for
two targets of the MAGNUM survey, NGC 1365 and NGC
4945.

MUSE observations of NGC 1365 reveal a clumpy double
conical outflow, propagating from the center in the SE-NW
direction, the brighter SE lobe approaching, the fainter NW
one receding. The outflow is almost perpendicular to the
stellar rotational field and is part of the [OIII]-emitting double
cone, whose ionization is dominated by the AGN continuum,
as established by [SII] λλ6716,6731/Hα vs. [OIII] λ5007/Hβ

spatially resolved BPT diagram. The BPT also shows that the
diagonal elongated area of the galaxy following the bar direction,
nearly perpendicular to the AGN-ionized double cone, is instead
dominated by ionization in star-forming regions. The fact that
the SE cone is approaching and is brighter w.r.t. the NW
receding one, in particular near the center where the star
formation is dominant, suggests that the NW cone is partially
hidden behind the galaxy disk, especially near the central dusty
region, while the SE one points toward the observer above the
disk.

NGC 4945 shows a double conical outflow as well, the NW
lobe being much brighter than the SE one, which appears only
at ∼15′′ from the center, likely being completely dust-obscured
at smaller radius, as the galaxy is almost edge-on. The kinematic
structure of the NW cone reveals approaching velocities at the
edges of the cone and receding ones along its axis. A simple
kinematic model of a hollow cone pointing toward the observer’s
side but intercepting the plane of the sky accounts for this
observed field. Consistently, the SE lobe shows an opposite
behavior, with receding velocities at the edges of the cone and
approaching ones along its axis.
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