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Rammed earth (RE) construction has gained increasing interest in recent
years owing to sustainability demands in the construction industry and the
advancement of digital fabrication techniques. However, the domination of
the cement-stabilized RE material in the RE industry poses environmental
concerns due to the substantial carbon emissions associated with cement
production. In this study, bio-based alternatives to cement-stabilized RE are
investigated through evaluating xanthan gum (XG) and animal glue (AG) as
bio-binders for RE stabilization. Unconfined compressive strength tests are
conducted on XG and AG-stabilized specimens for mechanical performance
evaluation, and unstabilized RE samples as baseline for comparison. Results
show that AG-stabilized specimens demonstrate a 294% strength improvement
over unstabilized RE, reaching 6.86 MPa at 28 days, while XG-stabilized
specimens achieve a 221% improvement. XG-stabilized specimens, however,
exhibit susceptibility to microbial proliferation. The findings from this research
demonstrate that XG and AG have the potential to be viable alternatives
to mainstream RE construction methods, paving the way for advancing
environmentally friendly RE construction.

KEYWORDS

bio-binders, rammed earth, mechanical properties, sustainable materials, circular
economy

1 Introduction

The construction industry has embraced sustainability as a framework to address
environmental challenges, emphasizing eco-conscious practices, circularity, and
energy optimization (Citaristi, 2022; Gin et al, 2021). Local material utilization,
represented by rammed earth construction, demonstrates both sustainability principles
and economic viability in contemporary building practices (Matsumoto and Crook,
2021). Rammed earth (RE) construction, defined by the consecutive compaction of
damp soil layers within formwork as shown in Figure 1, has been widely used to
construct walls and buildings (Easton and Wright, 2007; Houben and Guillaud, 1994;
Morel et al, 2021). RE is increasingly recognized as a low-tech, recyclable building
material with good heat storage and moisture absorption properties (Mu et al,
2023). Originating millennia ago, this practice exhibits a widespread geographic
footprint. Applications of RE have been recorded since the 14th century AD in
China. From approximately 800 BC onwards, this construction technique is also
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FIGURE 1

final rammed earth walls.

®)

Traditional rammed earth construction (Rammed earth consulting, 2013): (A) formwork; (B) ramming process using traditional manual rammers; (C)

prevalent in regions of North Africa and southern

Europe (Jaquin et al, 2008). Nonetheless, given the labor-

intensive nature of manual compaction in traditional
RE methods (Walker et al, 2005), modern construction
practices have shifted towards a predominant preference

for concrete and timber construction, resulting in reduced
application of RE.

Recent records indicate a resurgence in the adoption of
RE methods, attributed largely to the heightened emphasis on
sustainable construction and advances in digital fabrication
technologies (Ma et al., 2024a; Gomaa et al., 2023; Gomaa et al.,
2022; Dabaieh and Sakr, 2015). Such a revival is particularly
pronounced in regions encompassing Europe, Australia, New
Zealand, and the United States (Easton and Wright, 2007). Recent
work by Kloft et al. (2022), details the research infrastructure
of the Collaborative Research Center TRR 277, emphasizing
the role of digital fabrication technologies in enabling more
sustainable construction practices. Ramage et al. (2015), highlight
the relevance of natural construction materials, consistent with
sustainable building trends. Recent research by Ramage et al
(2022), demonstrates the potential of sustainable materials for
modern construction through innovative structural design, but
further research is required to standardize and scale these emerging
techniques towards widespread adoption.
RE construction, cement is adopted as a stabilizing agent to

In contemporary

enhance the strength and durability of RE structures, significantly
improving traditional methods (Losini et al., 2022). In detail,
cement hydration acts to occupy the pores in the RE matrix,
thereby enhancing particle cohesion and increasing compressive
strength (Morel et al., 2007). Despite this, cements high CO,
emissions raise sustainability concerns (Dams et al., 2021). In
response, some research is revisiting ancient building materials
to provide sustainable options, demonstrated by the recent work of
CobBauge project (Goodhew et al., 2019; University of Plymouth,
2023). The typical incorporation of cement ranges between
5% and 15% by weight (Ciancio et al., 2014). However, the
production of cement is energetically demanding and might pose
environmental concerns, accounting for approximately 8% of
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the global CO, emissions (Zhang et al,, 2012; Andrew, 2018).
Additionally, for every metric ton of clinker produced, there is
an associated generation of 0.2-0.4 metric tons of solid waste
(Dams et al, 2021). In the meantime, cement production is
associated with significant water consumption, ranging from
100 to 1,000 L per metric ton (Madlool et al, 2011). With the
increased emphasis on carbon-neutral initiatives (Galluccio et al.,
2019), the sustainability surrounding
stabilized RE became more evident and warranted critical
attention.

concerns cement-

Bio-binders have been identified as a potential avenue to
circumvent the use of cement, by transforming agricultural by-
products into efficacious binding agents for RE. Recent studies
have shown that bio-binders incorporating biochar demonstrate
promising applications in both construction and environmental
contexts (Xie et al, 2024). This aligns with broader research
trends in sustainable construction materials, such as Javadian et al’s
work on bamboo-based composites for structural reinforcement
(Javadian et al., 2020). Preliminary investigations have been
conducted on 45 unique natural additives to assess their efficacy in
stabilizing earthen materials (Fatehi et al., 2021; Losini et al., 2021).
A gamut of natural substances including gums, lignin, tannins,
proteins, and selected oils have been quantitatively investigated as
potential eco-friendly binding agents for soil stabilization. Studies
have shown that biopolymers like guar gum can provide higher
compressive strength compared to cement stabilization in some
cases (Muguda et al., 2017). Lignosulfonates have also been effective
in increasing strength of clayey soils, with 0.75% treatment leading
to a 44% increase in unconfined compressive strength after 28 days
compared to un-stabilized soil (Tanegonbadi and Noorzad, 2017).
Proteins are another biopolymer class that can substantially increase
soil strength, demonstrated by a 257% increase in California Bearing
Ratio (CBR) strength of sand treated with 1% sodium caseinate
after 14 days compared to untreated soil (Fatehi et al, 2018).
Industrial lignin-rich byproducts have also shown promise as soil
stabilizers. It is reported that 12% lignin can achieve 8% improved
CBR strength than quicklime with 15 days desiccation time
(Zhang et al., 2017).
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13.2-2.36 mm
@A) ©
FIGURE 2
Raw soil composition: (A) soil with dimension less than 2.36 mm composing 13% by mass of raw soil; (B) soil with dimension between 13.2 and
2.36 mm composing 55% by mass of raw soil; (C) soil with dimension greater than 13.2 mm composing 32% by mass of raw soil.

TABLE 1 Soil composition before and after sieving.

Soil category Grain size range

Portion

Before sieving After sieving

Small 0-2.36 mm 13.0% 33.3%
Medium 2.36-13.2 mm 55.0% 33.3%
Large 13.2-20 mm 32.0% 33.3%

A)

FIGURE 3

mold with release layer.

Customized RE mold: (A) mold assembled by bolts horizontally and vertically; (B) inner wall of the mold without release layer; (C) inner wall of the

Among the aforementioned natural additives, Xanthan gum
(XG) is reported to exhibit high viscosity and stability over
a wide pH range, while animal glue (AG) has shown time-
dependent effectiveness in traditional construction methods
(Kulshreshtha et al., 2022). XG can be generated via microbial
fermentation of sugars derived from lignocellulosic biomass.
Agricultural by-products such as coconut shells, passionfruit peels,
straw, and corn cobs can be converted into fermentable sugars.
These sugars can then be used as raw materials for industrial
xanthan production (dos Santosa et al., 2016; Murad et al., 2019;
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Rashidi et al., 2023). AG adhesives, traditionally produced from
animal skins and bones, can be manufactured using protein-rich
agricultural wastes as raw materials. The collagen in these wastes can
be hydrolyzed to produce binding agents with desired performance
(Idris et al., 2010; Gunorubon and Misel, 2014; McKinney, 2023;
Piercy et al., 2023).

While several studies have investigated natural additives for soil
stabilization, the comparative performance of XG and AG as bio-
binders for rammed earth remains unexplored. In this research,
experimental tests are conducted to evaluate the compressive
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(H)

RE sample preparation process: (A) Kawasaki KPT-2L rammer; (B) soil mixing; (C) first layer of soil before ramming; (D) pneumatic ramming; (E) first
layer of soil after ramming; (F) detailed compaction of the final top surface; (G) demolding the RE sample; (H) fresh sample after demolding.

FIGURE 5
Unconfined compressive strength test setting.

strength of XG and AG-stabilized rammed earth specimens against
unstabilized RE baseline samples. The susceptibility of these
stabilized specimens to microbial growth is also examined.

Frontiers in Built Environment

2 Materials and methods

This
methodologies employed, including soil selection, bio-binders,

section outlines the materials and experimental
sample preparation techniques, testing protocols, and analytical

approaches.

2.1 Sample preparation

2.1.1 Soil preparation

The soil utilized in this paper is procured from a quarry situated
in Mansfield region in Victoria, Australia. The soil has been classified
by the quarry as red crushed rocks 20 mm minus. Its particle size
distribution meets the stipulations set forth by Australian Standards
AS 1726-1993 and AS 1289.3.6.2-1995 (Standards Australia, 1993,
Standards Australia, 1995), as illustrated in Figure 2.
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(A) Xanthan gum Animal glue
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©
FIGURE 6
Dissolution of XG (left) and AG (right): (A) before dissolution; (B) XG dissolved in 20°C water and AG dissolved in 70°C water; (C) dissolved XG and AG
after 24 h desiccation time in 20°C.

To precisely control the moisture content for the RE
samples, the soil undergoes desiccation for 24h to eliminate
the water composition according to the Australian standards
AS 1289.2.1.1-2005 (Australian Standards, 2005). In addition,
particle size distribution is also adjusted by post-sieving
as suggested by the Australian Standards AS 1289.3.6.1-
2009 (Australian Standards, 2009) for improved performance,
which is listed in Table 1. The standard recommends 19 mm
and 236 mm as the particle sizes for sieving. Given the
100 mm cube sample size in this investigation, the 19 mm
due to the sample-to-aggregate size
ratio. As a result, sieve sizes of 13.2mm and 2.36 mm are
employed. Through this sequential sieving approach, the
raw soil is fractionated into coarse (>13.2 mm), medium
(13.2-2.36 mm), and fine (<2.36 mm) particles. The fractions
proportions of 33.3%

size distribution across all

sieve is unsuitable

are recombined in equal each
to ensure consistent particle

specimens.

Frontiers in Built Environment

2.1.2 Bio-binder preparation

Ziboxan F80 (from Deosen Biochemical Ltd.) is adopted as the
XG bio-binder in this study. It is an off-the-shelf product presented
in a cream-colored powdered form. Ziboxan F80 is soluble in water
at room temperature and has a particle size distribution wherein
100% of the particles pass through a 60-mesh screen (250 pm), and
approximately 95% pass through an 80-mesh screen (180 pum). The
viscosity of the selected XG ranges between 1,200 and 1,600 cp when
dissolved in a 1% KCl solution to a concentration of 1%.

The specific AG adopted in this study is bovine gelatines
derived from cattle skins and available in powder form on the
market (Gelita Gelatine produced by GELITA Australia Pty Ltd.,
2018). The adhesive strength of AG can be categorized into various
grades termed as “blooms”. In this research, AG with 200 Bloom
is examined (190-210 g) and 250 Bloom (240-260 g), which are
indicative of the gelatine’s adhesive strength. Both AG with 200
Bloom and 250 Bloom are classified as 14 mesh (1,400 um) powders
and are soluble in water at 55°C-65°C.

frontiersin.org
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TABLE 2 Preliminary mixture designs featuring varying portions of water
and bio-binders.

Desiccation Stabilization
5% Water
Un-stabilized 7% Water
10% Water

10% Water + 1% XG

7 Days 10% Water + 2% XG

10% Water + 3% XG

Stabilized
10% Water + 1% AG

10% Water + 2% AG

10% Water + 3% AG

The key parameters that determine the performance of
XG and AG are the associated viscosity for XG and the
bloom strength for AG. These attributes significantly influence
their respective binding and gelling capabilities. Additionally,
factors such as solubility and concentration can also affect the
performance of these bio-binders (GELITA Australia Pty Ltd, 2018,
GELITA Australia Pty Ltd, 2019; Deosen Biochemical Ltd, 2020).
Therefore, preliminary tests are necessary to determine the suitable
mixing method and concentration for each bio-binder.

2.1.3 Mixing

Preliminary investigations are conducted to determine optimal
water content and bio-binder concentrations. Test specimens of
100 mm cubes are prepared with water content ratios of 5%, 7%,
and 10%, and bio-binder concentrations of 1%, 2%, and 3% for
both XG and AG. Specimens are subjected to compression testing
after seven-day desiccation under controlled conditions at 20°C and
50% relative humidity. Drop tests are performed following (Keable
and Keable, 2011) guidelines to assess suitable moisture content.
Based on workability constraints and preliminary strength results,
the optimum water and binder ratios are selected.

Wet and dry mixing techniques are established construction
practices (Burroughs, 2008; Kumar, 2009). In this study, distinct
mixing protocols are adopted for XG and AG while maintaining
binder and water contents at 1% and 10% of soil dry weight,
respectively. XG is incorporated through dry mixing with soil
prior to adding water at room temperature at 20°C, whereas AG
undergoes wet mixing by first dissolving in hot water at 70°C before
soil incorporation. These mixing approaches are selected based on
preliminary trials to optimize binder distribution and effectiveness,
with detailed results presented in Section 3.1. A Hobart A200-1102
mixer is used with 3 min mixing duration to ensure thorough binder
dispersion throughout the soil matrix.

2.1.4 Customized RE mold

A customized metal mold is designed and fabricated to confine
and shape the RE samples with a size of 100 x 100 x 100 mm
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as shown in Figure 3. Bolt assembly is implemented on the side walls
to facilitate demolding. In addition, the side walls are fastened with
the base plate to prevent vertical movement during ramming. Each
mold section has an equal thickness of 15 mm. To improve surface
quality of the RE samples and facilitate the demolding process,
polyethylene films are attached to the inner walls of the mold as a
release layer.

2.1.5 Sample production

In this study, the mixture is deposited and compacted into
five successive layers. The number of layers is chosen based on
the sample height of 100 mm, resulting in a layer thickness of
approximately 20 mm. This layering approach ensures uniform
compaction throughout the sample, which is essential for achieving
consistent compression results. To ensure effective and efficient
compaction, each layer undergoes a compaction duration of 15-20 s
using a Kawasaki KPT-2L lightweight industrial sand tamper. The
Kawasaki KPT-2L delivers rapid strikes at 1,000 blows/minute,
encompassing a 65 mm stroke length, and a 50 mm butt diameter.
After compaction, the top surface of each sample is flattened to
obviate stress concentration in the compression tests. The formwork
is removed immediately after compaction. Prepared samples are
then stored under controlled environmental conditions (20°C and
50% relative humidity). The mix proportions for stabilized and
un-stabilized samples are investigated and presented in the results
section. The detailed preparation methodology to manufacture RE
samples can be seen in Figure 4.

2.2 Testing methods

2.2.1 Compression test

To evaluate the stabilized strength of the produced RE samples,
unconfined compressive strength (UCS) tests are conducted at
intervals of 7 and 28 days, respectively according to Sun et al.
(2022) and Yan et al. (2022). A Shimadzu Autograph AGS-X
Universal Tester is utilized to perform the UCS as shown in Figure 5.
Considering the size of the RE samples, a compression loading rate
of 500 N/s is applied (Ma et al., 2024b).

2.2.2 Reusability assessment

To investigate the sustainability and reusability of the RE
samples produced with bio-binders, demolished wastes from the
compression tests are examined through visual inspection for
microbial growth. The specimens are stored under controlled
environmental conditions at 20°C and 50% relative humidity
for 28 days.

3 Results

3.1 Evaluation of mixing methods and
binder concentration

Preliminary dissolution experiments are conducted to verify the
solubility of XG and AG with a concentration of 1% of the total
weight of soil. According to recommendations from the suppliers,
XG and AG can be dissolved in water at 20°C and 70°C, respectively.

frontiersin.org
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TABLE 3 RE samples to be evaluated.

Desiccation Stabilization

10.3389/fbuil.2025.1535947

Sample code

Un-stabilized

Mixing

10% Water

U_07_01

U_07_02

U_07_03

XG_07_01

10% Water + 1% XG XG_07_02

XG_07_03

7 days

Stabilized

AG_200_07_01

10% Water + 1% AG, 200 Bloom AG_200_07_02

AG_200_07_03

AG_250_07_01

10% Water + 1% AG, 250 Bloom AG_250_07_02

AG_250_07_03

Un-stabilized

U_28_01

10% Water U_28_02

U_28_03

28 days

XG_28_01

10% Water + 1% XG XG_28_02

XG_28_03

Stabilized

AG_200_28_01

10% Water + 1% AG, 200 Bloom AG_200_28_02

AG_200_28_03

AG_250_28_01

10% Water + 1% AG, 250 Bloom AG_250_28 02

AG_250_28_03

The dissolution experiment shows that AG can dissolve in 70°C
water rapidly and uniformly. In contrast, XG dissolves slowly at
room temperature and forms flocculent aggregate see Figure 6.
Furthermore, it is found that XG shows poor workability when
dissolved in hot water at the selected concentrations and exhibits
clumpy distribution in cold water. Based on the above findings, dry
mixing is selected for XG and wet mixing is selected for AG to
facilitate their uniform distribution in the RE mixing and maximize
their binding performance.

To maximize binding performance, bio-binder concentration
and moisture content are investigated. Concentrations are calculated
as percentages of soil weight. UCS are conducted on stabilized

Frontiers in Built Environment

and un-stabilized RE samples with varying constitutions. Each
constitution has 3 samples and a 7-day desiccation period as
specified in Table 2.

In preliminary drop tests, unstabilized RE specimens with a
10% water content retain a nearly monolithic form upon impact.
In contrast, those containing 5% or 7% water shatter into multiple
fragments. Therefore, 10% water is considered the optimal within
the selection range. The incorporation of 3% XG and AG in
stabilized samples leads to excessive viscosity, resulting in poor
workability during mixing. Consequently, these mixture designs
are excluded from further consideration. Among the stabilized
formulations, samples with 1% XG and 1% AG attained average
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U 28

FIGURE 7
Rammed earth samples after 28 days desiccation time.

T 8¢

S5

AG_250 28

strengths of 0.92 MPa and 1.36 MPa, respectively, outperforming
their 2% XG (0.69 MPa) and 2% AG (1.33 MPa) counterparts.
Based on the preliminary 7-day outcomes, 1% XG and AG binder
concentrations are selected for maximizing the RE compressive
strength. 10% moisture content is applied to both stabilized
and un-stabilized RE samples. UCS tests after 7-day and 28-day
desiccation periods are carried out to compare the stabilized soil
samples with all selected bio-binders as well as the un-stabilized
samples. For each category, three samples are prepared, resulting
in a total of 24 samples, which are categorized as shown in
Table 3.

3.2 Compressive strength results after 7
and 28 days

The final rammed earth samples with 1% XG, 1% AG, and un-
stabilized counterparts after 28-day desiccation are presented in
Figure 7. Table 4 shows the UCS results of RE samples with the
different stabilization settings, after 7-day or 28-day desiccation. The
average strength of each sample category is visualized in Figure 8 for
comparison.

At 7 days of desiccation, un-stabilized RE samples present
a compressive strength of 1.02 MPa on average, whereas AG-
stabilized samples (200 and 250 Bloom) exhibited higher strength
at 2.33 and 3.07 MPa on average. By 28 days, AG with 200 Bloom
recorded 6.86 MPa, slightly outperforming AG with 250 Bloom
at 6.73 MPa. Interestingly, 1% XG surpasses AG counterpart at
7 days with an average strength of 3.74 MPa, yet it trails at
28 days, where it records 5.58 MPa. Meanwhile, the un-stabilized
RE samples show a steady increment, achieving 1.74 MPa at
the 28-day mark. It is evident that the desiccation period
and binder type critically influence the compressive strength of
stabilized RE.

The peak recorded strength of the RE samples stands at 6.86 MPa
for AG with 200 Bloom at 28 days, followed by 6.73 MPa for
AG with 250 Bloom at 28 days and 5.58 MPa for XG at 28 days.
In comparison, the un-stabilized RE samples underperform the
stabilized RE samples by 72.7%-56.2% in 7 days and 74.6%-68.8%
in 28 days. The 7-day and 28-day results offer insights into the binder
efficacy over time.

Frontiers in Built Environment 08

3.3 Reusability assessment

Binder-soil interactions can influence microbial growth and
subsequently affect material properties. Therefore, microbial
observations are implemented using raw soil mixed with 1%
XG and 1% AG 200 Bloom, respectively. They are stored under
controlled conditions at 20°C and 50% humidity for 28 days
without ramming. Figure 9 shows that extensive fungus appeared
in the s0il-XG combination, whereas no evident fungus is found in
the soil-AG combination. This observation implies that AG exhibits
longer durability as a bio-binder for RE, while XG-stabilized RE may
have fast degradation due to growth of fungus. Further investigation
into fungal development differences between loose and compacted
specimens could provide insight into effects of density and air voids
on microbial resistance. Post treatments such as protective coatings
are required for XG-stabilized RE to mitigate fungus damage and
attain comparable durability.

Crushed RE samples are assessed after UCS. Demolished soil
from AG-stabilized samples exhibits typical soil sizes (<20 mm),
which is ready for reuse (Figure 10). Nevertheless, demolished
wastes from XG-stabilized samples result in large agglomeration
(=80 mm).

These observations provide preliminary insights into the
reusability of RE stabilized by bio-binders. However, further studies
are required to assess the performance, durability, and practicality of
using demolished soil in new RE construction.

4 Discussion

This study investigates the potential of using XG and AG as bio-
binders for rammed earth stabilization. As discussed by Morel et al.
(2021), earth materials naturally embed properties aligning with
sustainability and circular economy goals. The production of AG
and XG from agricultural waste products aligns with the principles
of sustainable construction and circular economy principles. The
unconfined compressive strength results in this study demonstrate
that both XG and AG introduce notable strength enhancements
compared to un-stabilized soil samples. When compared to
unstabilized baseline samples, XG-stabilized RE demonstrated a
strength increase of 267% at 7 days, reaching 3.74 MPa compared
to 1.02 MPa. AG-stabilized specimens showed improvements of
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TABLE 4 UCS results of all RE samples.

Desiccation Binder Strength
(MPa)
U_07_01 1.11
Un-stabilized U_07_02 1.00
U_07_03 0.94
XG_07_01 3.62
XG_07_02 3.96
XG_07_03 3.63
7 days
AG_200_07_01 221
Stabilized AG_200_07_02 2.35
AG_200_07_03 2.44
AG_250_07_01 3.09
AG_250_07_02 293
AG_250_07_03 3.20
U_28_01 1.67
Un-stabilized U_28_02 1.73
U_28_03 1.82
XG_28 01 5.32
XG_28_02 5.37
XG_28_03 6.04
28 days
AG_200_28_01 7.29
Stabilized AG_200_28_02 6.74
AG_200_28_03 6.56
AG_250_28_01 7.14
AG_250_28 02 7.14
AG_250_28_03 593

8| m 07 days curing
6.86

®m 28 days curing

Compression strength (MPa)

At

, 200 bloom imal-gl

. 250 bloom

Xanthan-gum

FIGURE 8
Maximum compressive strength of RE samples stabilized by different
settings over 7 and 28 days.
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128% and 201% for 200 Bloom and 250 Bloom variants respectively
during the same period. After 28 days of desiccation, AG 200 Bloom
achieved the highest strength gain of 294% at 6.86 MPa relative to
the baseline of 1.74 MPa, followed by AG 250 Bloom at 287% and
XG-stabilized specimens at 221%.

Recent studies on cement stabilization (Amede et al.,, 2024)
reveal that achieving equivalent UCS values to AG-stabilized
RE using 1% AG content requires approximately 14% cement
content. For one ton of rammed earth mixture, AG stabilization
necessitates 10 kg of AG, costing 150 AUD, compared to 140 kg
of cement, costing 70 AUD. Nevertheless, the production of
Portland cement requires an extremely high temperature of
1,450°C for limestone calcination and clinker formation, normally
achieved through fossil fuel combustion (Worrell et al., 2008;
Scrivener et al, 2018). This high-temperature processing is a
major contributor to industrial energy consumption and CO,
emissions (Mikul¢i¢ et al., 2013; Schneider et al, 2011). In
contrast, animal glue extraction operates at significantly lower
temperatures of 60°C-65°C, representing substantially reduced
thermal energy requirements in comparison to cement production
(Idris et al., 2010; Negash G. et al., 2020). Although AG dissolution
requires initial heating to 55°C-65°C before mixing and is priced
higher at 15 AUD/kg compared to cement, its significantly lower
required content of 1% versus 14% makes it an efficient alternative.
Combined with its derivation from agricultural waste, AG offers
a promising opportunity to reduce cement usage, which accounts
for approximately 8% of global CO, emissions. These findings
indicate that bio-binders represented by AG and XG could
potentially replace cement in rammed earth applications while
maintaining structural performance and reducing environmental
impact.

The microbial observation reveals that the XG-soil combination
provides an ideal environment for fungal growth, whereas the
AG-soil combination shows no microbial presence after 28 days.
This implies degraded durability for XG-stabilized rammed earth.
Additional protective surface treatments would be necessary to
mitigate biodeterioration mechanisms if XG is preferred as the
binder. In contrast, AG seems to present innate resistance to
microbial damage.

Waste characterization studies indicate the demolished AG-
stabilized rammed earth fragments into typical soil particle sizes,
retaining intrinsic soil attributes. Hence, construction wastes
from AG-stabilized rammed earth have potential to be reused
for new construction without grinding. However, the XG-soil
matrix exhibits large agglomerations after demolition, necessitating
additional processing before reuse.

While providing detailed analysis, further controlled tests are
required to systematically evaluate sustainability and performance
of bio-binders in rammed earth. Although AG shows promise over
XG, standardized methods must isolate binder chemistry effects
on stabilization and durability. Refining mixing processes could
optimize distribution for both binders. Future assessment should
focus on evaluating impacts related to preparation consistency
using standardized techniques. Only through further rigorous
testing can optimal bio-based formulae be uncovered to support
durable, low carbon rammed earth construction in line with
sustainability objectives prioritizing reduced emissions and
waste.

frontiersin.org


https://doi.org/10.3389/fbuil.2025.1535947
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/built-environment
https://www.frontiersin.org

Abdelaal et al.

10.3389/fbuil.2025.1535947

A)

FIGURE 9

Microbial growth: (A) fungus (circled by yellow dash line) identified in soil mixed with XG, (B) no visible fungus can be identified in soil mixed with AG.
Both soils from (A) and (B) are stored in 20°C with 50% humidity for 28 days.

FIGURE 10

Demolished soils from UCS tests from: (A) three XG-stabilized RE samples; (B) three AG-stabilized RE samples.

(®B)

5 Limitations and future research

This study provides a foundation for further research on
rammed earth stabilized with bio-binders, particularly AG and
XG. The stabilization mechanisms of AG and XG in RE require
further investigation to optimize their strength contribution. Future
studies are necessary to investigate the durability, water resistance,
reusability, and life cycle assessment to facilitate the practical
application of these bio-binders. Analysis of new water demand and
fine particle content are needed to further justify the reusability
of the AG and XG-stabilized rammed earth. Building upon the
findings of this study, further research can contribute to the
wider adoption of bio-stabilized rammed earth as a sustainable
construction technique, aligning with the principles of eco-friendly
and circular economy practices.

6 Conclusion

In this study, xanthan gum (XG) and animal glue (AG)
are evaluated as bio-binders for rammed earth as sustainable
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alternatives to cement. Concentrations of bio-binders and moisture
contents are determined to be 1% and 10%, respectively, to maximize
the compressive strength of the RE. The preparation procedures of
XG-stabilized and AG-stabilized RE are systematically investigated,
where XG demonstrates suitability for dry mixing, and AG for
wet mixing. UCS tests are conducted on the produced RE samples
with 7- and 28-day desiccation times. Although XG-stabilized RE
has the highest compressive strength at 3.74 MPa after 7 days, its
compressive strength is lower than AG-stabilized RE after 28 days.
Notably, AG-stabilized RE in the 200 Bloom configuration yields the
highest compressive strength at 6.86 MPa in 28 days, outperforming
both the 5.58 MPa achieved by XG-stabilized RE and 1.74 MPa
achieved by unstabilized RE. Additionally, AG-stabilized RE samples
attain adequate reusability in terms of anti-fungal properties and
fine particle distribution after crushing, which are less prominent
in the XG-stabilized RE. Although further research is required to
investigate the durability of the two bio-binders for RE, both XG
and AG present great opportunities as environmentally friendly
alternatives to cement as RE stabilizers. The research outcome
is useful to facilitate the advancement of RE materials in future
architecture and infrastructure applications.
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