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A Correction on

Attachment, behavior problems and interventions

By Hutchings J, Williams M and Leijten P (2023). Front Child Adolesc Psychiatry. 2:1156407.

doi: 10.3389/frcha.2023.1156407

In the published article References (86–94) were not cited in the article. The citation has

now been inserted in 5. A behavioral analysis of attachment paragraphs 3 and 4 and

should read:

“Infants support seeking behavior comes under the control of reinforcement through

parents/caregivers removing discomfort and providing comfort through gentle touch, etc.

These sensitive parental responses establish parent-child relationships (86, 87).

The best predictors of secure infant attachment were explicit (contingent) behaviors

that function as reinforcement, rather than implicit (non-contingent) parenting

behaviors and interventions targeting them were more effective in changing caregiver

sensitivity (88).

Further evidence for the ‘Learning Theory of Attachment’ (89) comes from

experimental trials (80) and clinical work showing the development of secure

attachment in children adopted after severe deprivation (90) or the disruption of secure

attachments following severe life events (91)” and section 6. Intervention paragraphs 1

and 2 and should read:

“The frequent co-occurrence of behavior and attachment problems requires

interventions that reduce both. In the past some attachment therapists/theorists did not

accept the contribution of learning theory (7) or argued that behavioral challenges

stemmed from underlying attachment causes and that behavioral parenting programs

addressed symptoms not causes (92). Furthermore, despite strong evidence that

behavioral programs reduce behavioral problems, some argued that non-violent

discipline strategies such as time out, were inappropriate (54). Others suggest that

behavioral programs worked with less damaged populations but were ineffective in

addressing severe attachment difficulties (93).

The effectiveness of attachment-based interventions, in addressing behavioral, or co-

occurring attachment and behavioral problems, is unclear (94)”.

The remainder of the reference citations are correct and should read:

86. Gewirtz JL. Identification, attachment, and their developmental sequencing in a

conditioning frame. In: Gewirtz JL, Kurtines WM, editors. Intersections with

Attachment. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum (1991). p. 247–55.
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The authors apologize for this error and state that this does not

change the scientific conclusions of the article in any way. The

original article has been updated.
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