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Between seizures the brain of patients with epilepsy generates pathological patterns
of synchronous activity, designated as interictal epileptiform discharges (ID). Using
microelectrodes in the hippocampal formations of 8 patients with drug-resistant temporal
lobe epilepsy, we studied ID by simultaneously analyzing action potentials from individual
neurons and the local field potentials (LFPs) generated by the surrounding neuronal
network. We found that ~30% of the units increased their firing rate during ID and 40%
showed a decrease during the post-ID period. Surprisingly, 30% of units showed either
an increase or decrease in firing rates several hundred of milliseconds before the ID. In 4
patients, this pre-ID neuronal firing was correlated with field high-frequency oscillations at
40-120 Hz. Finally, we observed that only a very small subset of cells showed significant
coincident firing before or during ID. Taken together, we suggested that, in contrast
to traditional views, |ID are generated by a sparse neuronal network and followed a
heterogeneous synchronization process initiated over several hundreds of milliseconds
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before the paroxysmal discharges.
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INTRODUCTION

Synchronization of local and distributed neuronal assemblies is
thought to underlie fundamental brain processes such as percep-
tion, learning, and cognition (Varela et al., 2001). In neurological
diseases, neuronal synchrony can be altered and in epilepsy may
play an important role in enhanced cellular excitability (Jasper
and Penfield, 1954). Besides ictal events or seizures, interic-
tal discharges (ID) are a typical signature of abnormal neu-
ronal synchronization, seen spontaneously between seizures in
scalp and intracranial EEG. They are used as a clinical indica-
tor for the location of the epileptogenic zone, the region that
generates seizures. Furthermore, it is believed that this region
contains both, the seizure onset zone and the surrounding “irri-
tative zone,” which generates ID and limits with normal tissue
(Talairach and Bancaud, 1966). These transient epileptic syn-
chronization events are characterized by a large-amplitude, rapid
component lasting 50-100 ms that is usually followed by a slow
wave of 200-500 ms duration (de Curtis and Avanzini, 2001).
In some cases, they are associated with an oscillation in the
high frequency range greater than 40 Hz (Bragin et al., 1999;
Jacobs et al., 2011; Le Van Quyen, 2012). Despite their fun-
damental importance in diagnosing and treating epilepsy, little
is known about the neurophysiological mechanisms generating
these events in the human brain. Experimental work on animals
and human tissue propose the paroxysmal depolarization shift
(PDS) as the cellular correlate of ID (Prince and Wong, 1981;

Avoli and Williamson, 1996). This event is defined as a burst of
action potentials on a large depolarization, followed by a longer
hyperpolarization. However, in vivo human evidence is scarce,
because of the limited opportunities to study the behavior of
single neurons in human subjects. To overcome this difficulty,
epilepsy patients suitable for surgical treatment are sometimes
studied with intracranial depth electrodes in order to record
EEG activity from deep cortical structures and accurately identify
the regions originating seizures. Using depth electrodes specially
adapted with microelectrodes (Fried et al., 1997; Figure 1A),
ID can be studied by simultaneously recording action poten-
tials from individual neurons and the local field potentials (LFP).
Studies using microelectrode technology, have reported a variable
and complex relation between ID and the activity of individ-
ual neurons, more heterogeneous than simple PDS (Babb et al.,
1973; Wyler et al., 1982; Ulbert et al., 2004; Keller et al., 2010;
Alarcon et al.,, 2012). In particular, a large diversity of neuronal
response were found including an increase or decrease in their
firing rates or even changes in firing that precede the defining
interictal discharge itself. Most of these studies were performed
on patients with neocortical epilepsy that exhibit a wide range
of heterogeneity. In the present work, we recorded ID in the
hippocampal formation of 8 patients with drug-resistant mesial
temporal lobe epilepsy. Our objective is to describe firing patterns
and neuronal synchronization of single-unit activities during
spontaneous IDs.
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FIGURE 1 | (A) Macro- and micro-electrodes superimposed on a hippocampus of a patient. (C) Example of wide-band recording of an ID
magnetic resonance imaging scan. Nine microwires (40um diameter) event with the corresponding extracted single unit activities. (D) Raster
extend beyond the tip of each macro-electrode and record the plot and peri-event histogram (bin size, 10ms) of the single unit activity
hippocampal formation. (B) Interictal discharges (ID) recorded with shown above. Note the strong changes in the firing rate and
microelectrode local field potentials from adjacent electrodes in the instantaneous frequency (red) during the ID.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

DATABASE

Subjects were 8 patients [two female, mean age =+ stan-
dard deviation (SD) 36.3 & 10.5 years] with pharmacologically
intractable temporal lobe epilepsy who were implanted with 8—14
intracranial depth electrodes in order to localize epileptogenic
regions for possible resection. The placement of the electrodes
was determined exclusively by clinical criteria (Fried et al., 1999).
Extending beyond the tip of each electrode were nine Pt-Ir
microwires (40 wm diameter) with inter-tip spacing of 500 um,
eight active recording channels and one reference. Each microwire
was sampled at 28 kHz (Cheetah recording system, Neuralynx
Inc., Tucson, AZ). Spatial localizations were determined on the
basis of postimplant computed tomography scans coregistered
with preimplant 1.5T MRI scans. Our results are based on micro-
electrode recordings located in the anterior hippocampus (n =
40 channels in 5 patients) and entorhinal cortex (n = 24 chan-
nels in 3 patients). The recording states were quiet wakefulness
and slow waves sleep (stages 1-4). All studies conformed to the
guidelines of the Medical Institutional Review Board at University
of California, Los Angeles.

SPIKE SORTING

In order to detect single-units, all channels were high-pass fil-
tered at 300 Hz and were visually examined for the presence of
unit activities. In those microwires with clear unit activities, we
performed spike detection (>4:1 signal to noise ratio) to obtain
multi-unit activities (MUA). Single-unit activities were extracted
with spike sorting using KlustaKwik 1.7 program (Software:
http://klustakwik.sourceforge.net/; Harris et al., 2000) which
employs the 10 principal components of the spike shape and
an unsupervised Conditional Expectation Maximization (CEM)
clustering algorithm (Hazan et al., 2006). After automatic clus-
tering, the clusters containing non-spike waveforms were visually
deleted and then the units were further isolated using a man-
ual cluster cutting method. Only units with clear boundaries and
less than 0.5% of spike intervals within a 1 ms refractory period
are included in the present analysis. Typically we isolated 1 or 2
distinct neurons from each microwire, but in several cases we
observed up to 4 distinct neurons from a single microwire. The
instantaneous spike frequency was measured by convolving the
timing of each unit with a Gaussian function of standard devi-
ation of 20ms (Ts = 1 ms), set close to the modal interspike
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interval (Le Van Quyen et al., 2008, 2010). This operation leads
to an analog trace of the instantaneous firing rate (Paulin, 1996).

OSCILLATION ANALYSIS

LFP are complementary to action potential information and have
shown prominent oscillatory activity within the high-frequency
frequency range from 40 to 300Hz (Worrell et al., 2012). A
wavelet time-frequency analysis was used to determine precisely
the mean frequency, maximum amplitude and onset and offset of
these LFP oscillations. The advantage of the wavelet analysis lies in
the fact that the time resolution is variable with frequency, so that
high frequencies have a sharper time resolution (Le Van Quyen
and Bragin, 2007). The Complex Morlet wavelet was here applied
that uses a wave-like scalable function that is well-localized in
both time and frequency:

)
Wer(u) = \[fexp(jZth(u - 1) exp(—u> .

202

This wavelet represents the product of a sinusoidal wave at fre-
quency f, with a Gaussian function centered at time 1, with a stan-
dard deviation o proportional to the inverse of f. The wavelet coef-
ficients of a signal x(t) as a function of time (t) and frequency (f)
are defined as: W(x, f) = fj:: x(u)We r(w)du. It depends solely
on o, which sets the number of cycles of the wavelet: nco = 6foc.
The value nco determines the frequency resolution of the analysis
by setting the width of the frequency interval for which phase are
measured. Here, we chose nco = 5. For baseline correction, the
average and SD of power were first computed at each frequency
of the baseline period. Then, the average baseline power was sub-
tracted from all time windows at each frequency, and the result
scaled by 1/SD, yielding baseline-adjusted Z scores. Significant
increases with respect to baseline activity showed up as positive
Z-values and tabulated probability values indicate that, for abso-
lute values of Z > 3.09, we have P < 0.001. The Kolmogorov—
Smirnov test was applied to assess the distribution normality of
the wavelet coefficients, using a 0.05 probability level.

SPIKE SYNCHRONIZATION

Different measures exist to detect and quantify synchronization
between spike trains (Brown et al., 2004; Kreuz et al., 2007). In
this study, we used two complementary techniques: (1) Cross-
correlation analysis was performed for cell pairs (Perkel et al,
1967; Amarasingham et al., 2012). To evaluate the significance of
the correlation, we used a boot-strap method that accounts for
the firing rate changes of the neurons (Hatsopoulos et al., 2003;
Griin, 2009). Since the widths of the peaks in the original cross-
correlograms were typically in the range of 5-30 ms (Kriiger and
Mayer, 1990), the spikes were jittered by adding a random value
from a normal distribution with a 50-ms SD and 0 mean to the
spike times. For each cell pair, 1000 jittered spike trains were cre-
ated, and the expected cross-correlogram (and 99% confidence
interval) was estimated on 1 ms time bins. For any given cell pair
where at least one bin in the [1.5ms, 30 ms] interval exceeded
the 99% confidence interval, the interaction was considered sig-
nificant. (2) A method for identifying statistically conspicuous
spike coincidences was implemented to detect the number of

quasi-simultaneous appearances of spikes over small coincidence
windows, here of 5ms (Giitig et al., 2002; Quian Quiroga et al.,
2002). Their occurrence was then studied in relation to surrogate
data generated by dithering the individual, original spike times
within a given time interval. Here, each spike in the original data
set was randomly and independently jittered on a uniform inter-
val of [—5, +5] ms to form a surrogate dataset. By repeating the
procedure 1000 times, the 99.9% confidence interval for each bin
(p = 0.001) was calculated.

RESULTS

Microelectrode recordings were selected by an expert electroen-
cephalographer to have very abundant and persistent ID in the
hippocampus (5 patients) or entorhinal cortex (3 patients) during
quiet wakefulness or slow-wave sleep (recording durations from
10 to 118 min; total recording time: 6 h). All ID were recorded
in the epileptic zone and appeared as spatially synchronous pat-
terns emerging at about the same time on the same bundle
of microelectrodes (Figure 1B). A standard, threshold-based ID
detector was performed to automatically detect, from the LFP,
events showing a pointed peak with a large amplitude, large slope
and duration of 20-100 ms, appearing at a frequency of 0.07 &
0.30 Hz (range: 0.01-0.21 Hz). After expert visual confirmation,
862 ID were identified showing a large pattern of morphological
characteristics typical for sharp waves, spikes and spike-wave dis-
charges (Niedermeyer, 2005). Events were aligned by the sharpest
peak of the discharge (Figure 1C). In order to analyze the patterns
of neuronal activity around the discharge, we defined a base-
line period (=600 to —300 ms), pre-ID period (—300 to —50 ms),
the interictal discharge (-50 to 50 ms), the post-ID period (50—
400 ms). The activities of different neurons per microelectrode
were identified with a spike sorting algorithm and a total of 75
single units were selected for analysis. To visualize the discharge-
related activity of single neurons, peri-stimulus raster plots and
timing histograms were constructed for the period of 1s before
and after each event (Figure 1D).

During the ID period (-50 to 50 ms), we found that around
40% of the recorded units showed some change in firing,
whereas 60% remain unchanged. About 32% increased their fir-
ing rate more than 2 times during ID relative to baseline epochs
[Figure 2B; right-tail ¢-test: T(3) = 1.78; p = 0.04; an example
of a cell can be seen in Figure 1D]. The firing rate of these cells
showed a considerable degree of variability (range from 1.4 to
99 Hz) with a mean of 9.4 & 19.7 Hz during ID (baseline: 2.7 &
3.1Hz). During the post-ictal period, 40% of units decreased
firing by half [50—400 ms, mean firing rate: 1.8 4= 2.7 Hz and base-
line: 7.0 & 2.7 Hz, left-tail t-test: Tag) = —3.73; p = 4.1- 1074,
Figure 2C]. In addition to this modulated single unit activity dur-
ing ID, many units showed a significant change in firing preceding
the interictal discharge. From 30% of single units that signifi-
cantly changed during the pre-ID period, 12% increased [mean
firing rate: 10.0 &= 13.5Hz and baseline: 4.2 £5.8Hz;, T(g) =
—3.45; p = 0.004] and 18% decreased [mean firing rate: 2.3 +
7.0Hz and baseline: 5.2+ 11.6 Hz; T(13y = —1.64; p = 0.06]
their firing rate (-300 to —50 ms, Figure 2A; examples are given
in Figure 2D). On the corresponding channels, we were inter-
ested in the relationship between these pre-ID firing changes and
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FIGURE 2 | (A-C) Peri-ID firing changes of single units defined as the Bottom: Raster plots and peri-event histograms) recorded in different
ratio of changes in discharge probability between the baseline and patients and showing significant decrease (a) or increase (b) during the
pre-ID, ID or post-ID. (D) Examples of two units (Top: raw data; pre-ID period (see arrows).

LFP (<300 Hz). Spectral power was performed by using Morlet
wavelet analysis (20-300 Hz) and pre-ID changes in LFP were
tested for significant increases/decreases from baseline of spe-
cific frequency bands (p < 0.001). In 4 subjects we observed that
pre-ID neuronal firing pattern was correlated with an increase in
high-frequency oscillations between 40 and 120 Hz (mean peak
from baseline SD: Z = 6.1, range from 4.3 to 9.1). Figure 3 shows
average time-frequency representations around the ID for the two
patients of Figure 2D. Main changes in spectral power can be seen
in the LFP preceding the interictal discharge and correlate closely
with the increase or decrease in neuronal firing.

Finally, we analyzed unit synchronization during ID between
pairs of units simultaneously recorded in two different micro-
electrodes. Because of the inter-tip spacing of 500 um, the
units are assumed to reflect adjacent but different neuronal
populations. Two complementary methods have been used to
address the synchrony between spike trains. First, analysis of
cross-correlograms between pairs of units was performed for
each cell pairs that showed a sufficient number of spikes (>100)
during ID. The significance of the correlation was obtained by
jittering each pair of spike trains and by computing the 99%
confidence interval. Of the 120 cross-correlograms constructed,
only 5 cross-correlograms (about 4%) had a significant peak
that occurred within +25ms around the origin, indicating

that these neuronal pairs were discharging in a correlated way.
Figure 4 (top) illustrates examples of significant peaks in cross-
correlograms of two units. In addition to cross-correlation anal-
ysis, we also analyzed the overall level of synchronicity from
the number of quasi simultaneous appearances of spikes. In
order to not overestimate the number of random synchronous
spikes due to the elevated firing rate, we used jitter techniques
to infer millisecond-precise temporal synchrony (Hatsopoulos
et al., 2003). Here, spikes of one of the pairs of neurons were
time jittered by £5ms to generate jittered peri-stimulus raster
plots of unit coincidence that could be used to assess the sta-
tistical significance of bin fluctuations in the non-jittered spike
series. Because the jittered data sets preserve firing rates on
timescales much broader than that of the jitter interval (in this
case, 5ms), the overall effect of the analysis is to identify those
pairs that showed excessive co-firing at short latencies that can-
not be accounted for by firing rates varying at timescales of
tens of milliseconds. Despite the strong increase in about 30%
of the recorded units during ID, only a very small subset of
cells (18 of 120 analyzed pairs, about 15%) showed signifi-
cant coincident firing before or during ID. For two patients,
Figure 4 (bottom) illustrates pairs of units that showed signifi-
cant coincident firing (p = 0.001) during ID (A) and the pre-ID
period (B).
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DISCUSSION

We found that a large subset of the recorded units showed sig-
nificant changes in firing in or around ID in the hippocampal
formation of patients with mesial temporal epilepsy. Around
30% of the unit increased their firing rate during ID while 40%
showed a decrease during the post-ID period. This percentage
of modulated neurons agrees with that described by Wyler et al.
(1982), who found that 44% of recorded neurons showed primar-
ily an increase in firing rate near the interictal discharge peak.
Surprisingly, a subset of 30% of units showed significant firing
rate variations several hundred of milliseconds before the ID. In
a few patients, we observed that this neuronal firing pattern was
related with elevated LFP oscillations at 40—120 Hz. Finally, based
on two statistical methods that identify spike synchronization, we
found that only a very small subset of cells showed significant
coincident firing before or during ID.

Our observations of neuronal firing during the interictal dis-
charge are consistent with the paroxysmal depolarizing shift
(PDS) mechanism—a large depolarization phase followed by a
long hyperpolarization—that have been studied in animal mod-
els of epilepsy (Matsumoto and Marsan, 1964; Prince, 1968). The
first part of the depolarization phase is believed to be generated
by intrinsic membrane conductance (de Curtis et al., 1999), and
the later from feedback recurrent synaptic excitation mediated by
AMPA and NMDA receptor subtypes, and glutamate receptor-
coupled calcium conductances (Traub et al., 1993). Thus, PDS
has been shown to be the result of giant excitatory postsynaptic
potentials. The PDS is usually followed by a hyperpolarization,
which represents GABA-mediated recurrent inhibition, as well

as Ca’*-dependent KT currents. Interestingly, consistent with
in vitro studies on hippocampal slices from human patients
with temporal lobe epilepsy (Cohen et al., 2002; Wittner et al.,
2009), the presence of a similar suppression of unit activities in
our in vivo data suggests that IDs can occur in cortical regions
maintaining substantial inhibitory function.

However, in contrast to simple models of PDS and in line with
other observations in human epileptic neocortex (Keller et al.,
2010), we found that ID, rather than requiring a large synchro-
nization of neurons, can occur with relatively sparse single neuron
participation (estimated at about 30% of the cells). Furthermore,
a small subset of the units significantly increased or decreased
their firing well before ID. Concomitant with changes in firing
rate for certain neurons, at least in some patients, high-frequency
oscillations at 40-120 Hz can be seen in the LFP preceding the
ID and correlate closely with the changes in neuronal firing.
Because interneurons are involved in the generation of high
frequency oscillations through mechanisms of post-inhibition
resetting of neuronal firing (Cobb et al., 1995; Ylinen et al,
1995; Le Van Quyen et al.,, 2008; Le Van Quyen, 2012), it is
here tempting to speculate that GABA-mediated events may con-
tribute to enhance synchronization of local epileptic networks
before ID. Interestingly, emerging evidence indicates that GABA
promotes epileptiform synchronization (Pavlov et al., 2013). For
instance, GABA receptor-mediated inhibition can facilitate tha-
lamocortical processes leading to the occurrence of generalized
spike and wave discharges that occur during absence seizures
(Danober et al., 1998). Following a similar mechanism, ID may be
caused by a rebound synchronization of cells that may start firing
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synchronizations (red circles) were defined as coincidences between
the two units (green and blue points) occurring over a 5-ms interval.
Note the significant increase in coincidences during ID (A) and the

pre-ID period (B), over the statistical threshold defined by a random
jitter of the original data.

synchronously shortly after inhibition ceases and permit the fast
component of the ID. Moreover, intense synaptic activation of
GABA, receptors in the hippocampus can lead to a shift in
GABAergic neurotransmission from inhibitory to excitatory, con-
tributing to epileptic discharges (Kohling et al., 2000; Cohen
et al., 2002). Interestingly, pre-event changes have also been seen
in advance of seizures in an animal model of temporal lobe
epilepsy (Bower and Buckmaster, 2008) and around seizure onset
in human epilepsy (Babb and Crandall, 1976; Truccolo et al.,
2011), suggesting a possible similar mechanism before seizures.
Taken together, our data suggest that ID in patients with tem-
poral lobe epilepsy is not a simple paroxysm of hypersynchronous

REFERENCES

properties of human neocorti-

excitatory activity, but rather represents a heterogeneous synchro-
nization process possibly initiated by GABAergic responses in
small subsets of cells and emerging over hundreds of milliseconds
before the paroxysmal discharges.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Catalina Alvarado-Rojas was supported by the Administrative
Department for Science, Technology and Innovation

(COLCIENCIAS), Colombia. Vincent Navarro was supported
by a Contrat Inferface INSERM. This work was supported
by funding from the program “Investissements d’avenir”
ANR-10-IATHU-06 and from the ICM and OCIRP.

Bower, M. R., and Buckmaster, P. S.  Brown, E. N., Mitra, P. P,, and Kass,

Alarcon, G., Martinez, J., Kerai, S.
V., Lacruz, M. E., Quiroga, R. Q,
Selway, R. P, et al. (2012). In
vivo neuronal firing patterns dur-
ing human epileptiform discharges
replicated by electrical stimulation.
Clin. Neurophysiol. 123, 1736—1744.
doi: 10.1016/j.clinph.2012.02.062
Amarasingham, A., Harrison, M. T.,
Hatsopoulos, N. G., and Geman, S.
(2012). Conditional modeling and
the jitter method of spike resam-
pling. J. Neurophysiol. 107, 517-531.
doi: 10.1152/jn.00633.2011

Avoli, M., and Williamson, A. (1996).
Functional and pharmacological

Babb, T. L,

cal neurons maintained in vitro.
Prog. Neurobiol. 48, 519-554. doi:
10.1016/0301-0082(95)00050-X

Babb, T. L., Carr, E., and Crandall,

P. H. (1973). Analysis of extra-
cellular firing patterns of deep

temporal lobe  structures in
man.  Electroencephalogr.  Clin.
Neurophysiol. 34, 247-257. doi:

10.1016/0013-4694(73)90252-6

and Crandall, P. H.
(1976). Epileptogenesis of human
limbic neurons in psychomotor
epileptics. Electroencephalogr. Clin.
Neurophysiol. 40, 225-243. doi:
10.1016/0013-4694(76)90147-4

(2008). Changes in granule cell fir-
ing rates precede locally recorded
spontaneous seizures by minutes
in an animal model of temporal
lobe epilepsy. J. Neurophysiol. 99,
2431-2442. doi: 10.1152/jn.01369.
2007

Bragin, A., Engel, J. Jr., Wilson, C.
L., Fried, I, and Mathern, G.
W.  (1999). Hippocampal
entorhinal cortex high frequency
oscillations (100-500 Hz) in human
epileptic brain and in kainic
acid-treated rats with chronic
seizures. Epilepsia 40, 127-137. doi:
10.1111/.1528-1157.1999.tb02065.x

and

R. E. (2004). Multiple neural spike
train data analysis: State-of-the-art
and future challenges. Nat. Neurosci.
7,456-461. doi: 10.1038/nn1228

Cobb, S. R., Buhl, E. H., Halasy, K,

Paulsen, O., and Somogyi, P. (1995).
Synchronization of neuronal activ-
ity in hippocampus by individual
GABAergic interneurons. Nature
378, 75-78. doi: 10.1038/378075a0

Cobhen, I., Navarro, V., Clemenceau, S.,

Baulac, M., and Miles, R. (2002).
On the origin of interictal activity
in human temporal lobe epilepsy
in vitro. Science 298, 1418—1421. doi:
10.1126/science.1076510

Frontiers in Computational Neuroscience

www.frontiersin.org

October 2013 | Volume 7 | Article 140 | 6


http://www.frontiersin.org/Computational_Neuroscience
http://www.frontiersin.org
http://www.frontiersin.org/Computational_Neuroscience/archive

Alvarado-Rojas et al.

Single-units during epileptic discharges in hippocampus

Danober, L., Deransart, C., Deapulis,
A., Vergnes, M., and Marescaux,
C.  (1998).  Pathophysiological
mechanisms of genetic absence
epilepsy in the rat.  Prog
Neurobiol. 55, 27-57. doi:
10.1016/S0301-0082(97)00091-9

Curtis, M., and Avanzini, G.

(2001).  Interictal  spikes in

focal epileptogenesis. Prog.

Neurobiol. 63, 541-567. doi:

10.1016/S0301-0082(00)00026-5

de Curtis, M., Radici, C., and Forti,
M., (1999). Cellular mechanisms
underlying spontaneous interictal
spikes in a model of focal corti-
cal epileptogenesis. Neuroscience 88,
107-117. doi: 10.1016/S0306-4522
(98)00201-2

Fried, I., MacDonald, K. A. and
Wilson, C. L. (1997). Single neu-
ron activity in human hippocam-
pus and amygdala during recogni-
tion of faces and objects. Neuron
18, 753-765. doi: 10.1016/S0896-
6273(00)80315-3

Fried, I., Wilson, C. L., Maidment, N.
T., Engel, J., Behnke, E., Fields, T. A.,
et al. (1999). Cerebral microdialysis
combined with single-neuron and
electroencephalographic  record-
ing in neurosurgical patients.
J. Neurosurg. 91, 697-705. doi:
10.3171/jns.1999.91.4.0697

Griin, S. (2009). Data-driven signifi-
cance estimation for precise spike
correlation. J. Neurophysiol. 101,
1126-1140. doi: 10.1152/jn.00093.
2008

Giitig, R., Aertsen, A., and Rotter,
S. (2002). Statistical significance
of coincident spikes: count-
based versus rate-based statistics.
Neural Comput. 14, 121-153. doi:
10.1162/089976602753284473

Harris, K. D., Henze, D. A., Csicsvari, .,
Hirase, H., and Buzsdki, G. (2000).
Accuracy of tetrode spike separa-
tion as determined by simultane-
ous intracellular and extracellular
measurements. J. Neurophysiol. 84,
401-414.

Hatsopoulos, =~ N.,  Geman, S,
Amarasingham, A., and
Bienenstock, E. (2003). At what
time scale does the nervous system
operate? Neurocomputing 52-54,
25-29. doi: 10.1016/50925-2312
(02)00773-7

Hazan, L., Zugaro, M., and Buzsiki,
G. (2006). Klusters, NeuroScope,
NDManager: A free software suite
for neurophysiological data process-
ing and visualization. J. Neurosci.
Methods 155, 207-216.  doi:
10.1016/j.jneumeth.2006.01.017

Jacobs, J., Kobayashi, K., and Gotman,
J. (2011). High-frequency changes
during interictal spikes detected

ds

o

by time-frequency analysis. Clin.
Neurophysiol. 122, 32-42. doi:
10.1016/j.clinph.2010.05.033

Jasper, H., and Penfield, W. (1954).
Epilepsy and the Functional Anatomy
of the Human Brain. New York, NY:
Little, Brown and Co.

Keller, C. J., Truccolo,
J. T, Eskandar, E,
T., Carlson, C., (2010).
Heterogeneous firing
patterns during interictal epilep-
tiform discharges in the human
cortex. Brain 133, 1668-1681. doi:
10.1093/brain/awq112

Kohling, R., Vreugdenhil, M., Bracci,
E., and Jefferys, J. G. (2000). Ictal
epileptiform activity is facilitated
by hippocampal GABAA receptor-
mediated oscillations. J. Neurosci.
20, 6820-6829.

Kreuz, T., Haas, J. S., Morelli, A.,
Abarbanel, H. D. I, and Politi,

W., Gale,
Thesen,

et al
neuronal

A.  (2007). Measuring  spike
train  synchrony. J.  Neurosci.
Methods 165, 151-161.  doi:

10.1016/j.jneumeth.2007.05.031
Kriiger, J., and Mayer, M. (1990).

Two types syn-

chrony in monkey striate cortex.

of neuronal

Biol. Cybern. 64, 135-140. doi:
10.1007/BF02331342

Le Van Quyen, M. (2012).
Editorial ~ “Special  issue  on
High-frequency  oscillations  in
cognition and epilepsy”.  Prog.
Neurobiol. 98, 239-318. doi:

10.1016/j.pneurobio.2012.06.009
Le Van Quyen, M., and Bragin,
A. (2007). Analysis of dynamic

brain oscillations: method-
ological advances. Trends
Neurosci. 30, 365-373.  doi:

10.1016/j.tins.2007.05.006

Le Van Quyen, M., Bragin, A., Staba, R.,
Crepon, B., Wilson, C. L., and Engel,
J. Jr. (2008). Cell type-specific fir-
ing during ripple oscillations in the
hippocampal formation of humans.
J. Neurosci. 28, 6104—6110. doi:
10.1523/JNEUROSCI.0437-08.2008

Le Van Quyen, M., Staba, R., Bragin,
A., Dickson, C., Valderrama, M.,
Fried, I., (2010). Large-
scale microelectrode recordings of
high frequency gamma oscillations
in human cortex during sleep.
J. Neurosci. 30, 7770-7782. doi:
10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5049-09.2010

Matsumoto, H., and Marsan, C. A.
(1964). Cortical cellular phenom-
ena in experimental epilepsy: inter-
ictal manifestations. Exp. Neurol.
80, 286-304. doi: 10.1016/0014-
4886(64)90025-1

Niedermeyer, E. (2005). “Abnormal
EEG patterns: epileptic and parox-
ysmal,” in Electroencephalography:
Basic Principles, Clinical

et al

Applications, and Related Fields,
eds E. Niedermeyer and F. Lopes da
Silva (Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott
Williams and Wilkins).

Paulin, M. G. (1996). “System identi-
fication of spiking sensory neurons
using  realistically  constrained
nonlinear series models,”
in Advances in Processing and
Pattern Analysis of Biological Signals,
eds I. Gath and G. Inbar (New
York, NY: Plenum), 183-194. doi:
10.1007/978-1-4757-9098-6_13

Pavlov, I, Kaila, K., Kullmann, D.
M., and Miles, R. (2013). Cortical
inhibition, pH and cell excitabil-
ity in epilepsy: what are optimal
targets for antiepileptic interven-
tions? J. Physiol. 591, 765-774. doi:
10.1113/jphysiol.2012.237958

Perkel, D., Gerstein, G., and Moore,
G. (1967). Neuronal spike trains
and stochastic point processes. II.
Simultaneous spike trains, Biophys.
J. 7, 419-440. doi: 10.1016/S0006-
3495(67)86597-4

time

Prince, D. (1968). Inhibition
in ‘Epileptic  neurons.  Exp.
Neurol. 21, 307-321. doi:

10.1016/0014-4886(68)90043-5

Prince, D. A, and Wong, R. K.
(1981). Human epileptic neurons
studied in vitro. Brain Res. 210,
323-333. doi: 10.1016/0006-8993
(81)90905-7

Quian Quiroga, R., Kreuz, T., and
Grassberger, P. (2002). Event
synchronization: a simple and
fast method to measure syn-
chronicity and time delay patterns.
Phys. Rev. E. 66, 041904. doi:
10.1103/PhysRevE.66.041904

Talairach, J., and Bancaud, J. (1966).
Lesion, “irritative” zone and epilep-
togenic focus. Confin. Neurol. 27,
91-94. doi: 10.1159/000103937

Traub, R. D., Miles, R., and Jefferys,
J. G. R, (1993). Synaptic and
intrinsic conductances shape picro-
toxininduced synchronized after-
discharges in the guinea pig hip-
pocampal slice. J. Physiol. 461,
525-547.

Truccolo, W., Donoghue, J. A,
Hochberg, L. R., Eskandar, E. N,,
Madsen, J. R., Anderson, W. S., et al.
(2011). Single-neuron dynamics in
human focal epilepsy. Nat. Neurosci.
14, 635-641. doi: 10.1038/nn.2782

Ulbert, 1., Heit, G., Madsen, J., Karmos,
G., and Halgren, E. (2004). Laminar

of human neocortical

spike generation and
propagation: current source den-
sity and multiunit analysis in
vivo. Epilepsia 45, 48-56. doi:
10.1111/§.0013-9580.2004.04011.x

Varela, F, Lachaux, J. P., Rodriguez,
E., and Martinerie, J. (2001). The

analysis
interictal

brainweb: phase synchronization
and large-scale integration. Nat.
Rev. Neurosci. 2, 229-239. doi:
10.1038/35067550

Wittner, L., Huberfeld, G., Clemenceau,
S., Eross, L., Dezamis, E., Entz,
L., et al. (2009). The epilep-
tic human hippocampal
ammonis 2 region generates spon-
taneous interictal like activity
in vitro. Brain 132, 3032—-3046. doi:
10.1093/brain/awp238

Worrell, G. A., Jerbi, K., Kobayashi,
K., Lina, J. M. Zelmann, R,
and Le Van Quyen, M. (2012).
Recording and analysis techniques
for high-frequency oscillations.
Prog. Neurobiol. 98, 265-278. doi:
10.1016/j.pneurobio.2012.02.006

Wyler, A. R., Ojemann, G. A., and
Ward, A. A. (1982). Neurons in
human epileptic cortex: correla-
tion between unit and EEG activ-
ity. Ann. Neurol. 11, 301-308. doi:
10.1002/ana.410110311

Ylinen, A., Bragin, A., Nadasdy, Z.,
Jando, G., Szabo, 1., Sik, A., et al.
(1995).  Sharp
high-frequency oscillation (200 Hz)
in the intact hippocampus: network
and intracellular
J. Neurosci. 15, 30—46.

cornu

wave-associated

mechanisms.

Conflict of Interest Statement: The
authors declare that the research
was conducted in the absence of any
commercial or financial relationships
that could be construed as a potential
conflict of interest.

Received: 31 May 2013; accepted: 27
September 2013; published online: 18
October 2013.

Citation: Alvarado-Rojas C, Lehongre
K, Bagdasaryan ], Bragin A, Staba R,
Engel Jr J, Navarro V and Le Van
Quyen M (2013) Single-unit activi-
ties during epileptic discharges in the
human hippocampal formation. Front.
Comput. Neurosci. 7:140. doi: 10.3389/
frcom.2013.00140

This article was submitted to the
journal Frontiers in Computational
Neuroscience.

Copyright © 2013  Alvarado-Rojas,
Lehongre, Bagdasaryan, Bragin, Staba,
Engel, Navarro and Le Van Quyen.
This is an open-access article dis-
tributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution License (CC BY).
The use, distribution or reproduction
in other forums is permitted, provided
the original author(s) or licensor are
credited and that the original publication
in this journal is cited, in accordance
with accepted academic practice. No use,
distribution or reproduction is permit-
ted which does not comply with these
terms.

Frontiers in Computational Neuroscience

www.frontiersin.org

October 2013 | Volume 7 | Article 140 | 7


http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fncom.2013.00140
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fncom.2013.00140
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fncom.2013.00140
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.frontiersin.org/Computational_Neuroscience
http://www.frontiersin.org
http://www.frontiersin.org/Computational_Neuroscience/archive

	Single-unit activities during epileptic discharges in the human hippocampal formation
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Database
	Spike Sorting
	Oscillation Analysis
	Spike Synchronization

	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	References


