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Introduction: Pansharpening is an important remote sensing task that aims to
produce high-resolution multispectral (MS) images by combining low-resolution
MS images with high-resolution panchromatic (PAN) images. Although deep
learning-based pansharpening has shown impressive results, the majority of
these models frequently struggle to balance spatial and spectral information,
resulting in artifacts and a loss of detail in pansharpened images. Furthermore,
these models may fail to properly integrate spatial and spectral information,
leading to poor performance in complex scenarios. Additionally, these models
face challenges such as gradient vanishing and overfitting.

Methods: This paper proposes a dual-path and multi-scale pansharpening
network (DMPNet). It consists of three modules: the feature extraction module
(FEM), the multi-scale adaptive attention fusion module (MSAAF), and the image
reconstruction module (IRM). The FEM is designed with two paths, namely
the primary and secondary paths. The primary path captures global spatial
and spectral information using dilated convolutions, while the secondary path
focuses on fine-grained details using shallow convolutions and attention-
guided feature extraction. The MSAAF module adaptively combines spatial and
spectral data across different scales, employing a self-calibrated attention (SCA)
mechanism for dynamic weighting of local and global contexts and a spectral
alignment network (SAN) to ensure spectral consistency. Finally, to achieve
optimal spatial and spectral reconstruction, the IRM decomposes the fused
features into low- and high-frequency components using discrete wavelet
transform (DWT).

Results: The proposed DMPNet outperforms competitive models in terms of

ERGAS, SCC (WR), SCC (NR), PSNR, Q, QNR, and JOM by approximately 1.24%,
1.18%, 1.37%, 1.42%, 1.26%, 1.31%, and 1.23%, respectively.

Discussion: Extensive experimental results and evaluations reveal that the
DMPNet is more efficient and robust than competing pansharpening models.

KEYWORDS

pansharpening, remote sensing, deep learning, image reconstruction, spatial and
spectral fidelity

1 Introduction

In pansharpening, the task involves fusing a low-resolution multispectral (MS) image
with a high-resolution, texture-rich panchromatic (PAN) image. This process aims to
produce a high-resolution multispectral image that combines the spectral fidelity of the
original MS data with the spatial clarity of the PAN image (Zhang et al., 2023; Zhou et al.,
2024; Shen et al., 2024). This technique is vital in applications such as land-use mapping,
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environmental monitoring, and urban planning (Chang et al., 2016;
Hong et al., 2023). Despite its significance, achieving an optimal
balance between spatial and spectral fidelity remains a challenging
problem (Zhou et al., 2024; Li C. et al., 2024).

Traditional pansharpening techniques include methods like
Brovey transform (Khan et al., 2019), principal component analysis
(PCA) (Ghadjati et al., 2019), intensity-hue-saturation (IHS)
fusion (Leung et al., 2013), and wavelet transform (Saxena and
Balasubramanian, 2021). These methods rely on mathematical
and statistical transformations to fuse PAN and MS images.
Although these methods are computationally efficient and easy
to implement, but these methods mostly struggle with a trade-off
between spatial and spectral quality. These methods can introduce
spectral distortions and artifacts, thus, compromise the fidelity of
the original multispectral data. Additionally, these approaches lack
adaptability to varying image contexts and typically require manual
tuning of parameters. Therefore, these methods are less robust for
diverse datasets (Yilmaz et al., 2022).

Compressive sensing approaches exploit the sparsity of
the multispectral data to achieve better pansharpening results
(Ghahremani and Ghassemian, 2015). While promising for sparse
data, these methods mostly face challenges in handling the
high dimensionality and computational complexity of real-world
datasets (Amro et al., 2011). However, these methods are limited
by their reliance on fixed models and assumptions. Thus, these
methods are less adaptable to the complex relationships between
PAN and MS images across diverse sensors and conditions.

Recently, machine learning and deep learning have significantly
advanced pansharpening techniques by using data-driven models
to learn complex spatial and spectral relationships from large
datasets (Yang et al., 2022; Zhou et al.,, 2022b, 2023a; Jia et al,,
2024). Convolutional neural networks (CNNs) (He et al., 2019),
generative adversarial networks (GANs) (Gastineau et al., 2021),
and transformer-based models (Su et al., 2022; Li et al., 2023)
have been widely employed to achieve superior fusion quality.
These methods excel in preserving both spatial and spectral
fidelity. Thus, these models outperform traditional techniques
in various benchmarks. However, their limitations include the
need for extensive training datasets, high computational resources,
gradient vanishing, and potential susceptibility to overfitting.
Therefore, this paper proposes an efficient dual-path and multi-
scale pansharpening network (DMPNet) for pansharpening to
address these limitations.

The main contributions of the paper are summarized as follows:

(1) This paper introduces an efficient DMPNet for pansharpening.
DMPNet is designed to address the challenges of balancing
spatial and spectral fidelity while ensuring robust performance
in complex scenarios. The proposed DMPNet comprises three
major modules such as the feature extraction module (FEM),
the multi-scale adaptive attention fusion module (MSAAF),
and the image reconstruction module (IRM).

The FEM in DMPNet adopts a dual-path architecture. The
primary path captures global spatial and spectral features
using dilated convolutions. While the secondary path focuses
on extracting fine-grained details such as textures and edges
through shallow convolutions and attention-guided feature
refinement.
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(3) The MSAAF is designed to integrate spatial and spectral
features effectively across multiple scales. It employs a self-
calibrated attention (SCA) mechanism for dynamic weighting
of local and global contexts and a spectral alignment network
(SAN) to maintain spectral consistency and fidelity.

(4) The IRM utilizes the discrete wavelet transform (DWT)
to separate fused features into low- and high-frequency
components. These components are refined individually,
which enable optimal spatial and spectral reconstruction.

The remaining paper is organized as follows: Section 2 presents
the related work. Section 3 introduces the workings of DMPNet.
Section 4 provides the performance analysis. Finally, Section 5
concludes the paper.

2 Related work

In the field of pansharpening, recent studies have proposed
efficient models to address the challenges and limitations in
achieving high-quality pansharpened images. Yang et al. (2022)
proposed a cross-scale collaboration network that used a
pyramid framework and cross-scale attention modules for gradual
pansharpening. The network included progressive subnetworks
that handled specific pyramid levels and cross-scale attention
modules to capture global and local spatial interactions. A
fusion module further enhanced the spectral representations
and enabled the network to fully utilize spatial and spectral
information from cross-scale perspectives. Zhou et al. (2022b)
introduced the spatial-frequency information integration network
(SFIIN) that used both spatial and frequency domain features.
SFIIN employed a dual-branch architecture, where one branch
captured local spatial information using standard convolution,
and the other extracted global contextual information via Fourier
transformation. A dual-domain interaction module facilitated
the flow of complementary information to achieve significant
pansharpened images.

Liu et al. (2022) presented a multilevel and multiscale fusion
network (MLMSEN) to achieve super-resolution pansharpening.
It integrated spatial and spectral information from PAN and
MS images while pushing beyond existing resolution limits. This
architecture captured hierarchical and multiscale features that
enabled the generation of pansharpened images. Zhou et al.
(2022a) proposed a normalization-based feature selection and
restitution mechanism to address the issue of inconsistent feature
propagation between PAN and MS modalities. It used an adaptive
instance normalization operation to modulate PAN features to
match the MS style while restoring effective information from
discarded features through contrastive learning. Hou et al. (2022)
implemented a multi-level feature fusion network (MLFNet)
using cross-layer guided attention mechanisms for hyperspectral
pansharpening. Jin et al. (2022) proposed a Laplacian pyramid
network (LPNet) for multispectral pansharpening, leveraging the
hierarchical features extracted from the PAN and MS. Li et al.
(2022) proposed HyperNet to enhance the spatial resolution
of hyperspectral images by fusing them with multispectral and
panchromatic images. Spectral information was preserved while
spatial details were injected using specially designed blocks.
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FIGURE 1
Diagrammatic flow of DMPNet.
TABLE 1 Performance metrics used for evaluating proposed and competitive pansharpening models.
Metric Significance Formula Objective
[ 2
ERGAS Quantifies global relative error, balancing spatial and spectral distortions. ERGAS = 100 - % > (ﬁg::: ) Minimize
SCC (WR) Measures spatial consistency compared to a reference image. SCC = % Maximize
SCC (NR) Evaluates inherent spatial patterns when no reference image is available. Uses spatial patterns for correlation. Maximize
PSNR Indicates reconstruction fidelity, emphasizing peak signal over noise. PSNR = 10 - log,, (%) Maximize
. T 2.Cov(F.R 2up- .
Q Balances luminance, contrast, and structure for structural similarity. Q= (Var:fVar; ) - (ﬁ) Maximize
QNR Assesses spatial and spectral balance without requiring reference images. QNR =1 — (SD + SpD) Maximize
JQM Integrates spatial and spectral quality for holistic fusion evaluation. JQM = wg - SQ + wp - PQ Maximize
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FIGURE 2
Sensitivity analysis for DMPNet during lower-scale validations: (A) ERGAS, (B) SCC (WR), (C) PSNR, and (D) Q.

Zhang F. et al. (2022) developed the multiscale spatial-
spectral interaction transformer (MSIT) to concurrently model
local and global dependencies in PAN and MS images. The network

Frontiersin Computer Science 04

employed convolution-transformer encoders for multiscale feature
extraction and a spatial-spectral interaction attention module
to efficiently merge spatial and spectral features. Shi et al.
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FIGURE 3
Sensitivity analysis for DMPNet during full-scale validations: (A) SCC (NR), (B) QNR, and (C) JQM.

(2023) proposed a domain-specific knowledge-driven framework
that used frequency-domain information and a detail-mapping
GAN to enhance spatial and spectral performance. The method
effectively combined domain-specific knowledge with data-driven
learning to provide superior feature reconstruction and detail
injection. Zhou et al. (2023b) introduced a modality-aware
feature integration network to explore mutual dependencies
between PAN and MS images. It employed cross-central difference
convolution for PAN texture extraction and a hierarchical
transformer for integrating spatial-temporal relationships. This

Frontiersin Computer Science

method effectively captured cross-modality information across
multiple datasets.

Zhou et al. (2023a) proposed a closed-loop regularization
framework for pansharpening by utilizing an invertible
(INN) for learning.  This
method simultaneously learned the forward operation for
pansharpening and the backward degradation process to

regularize the solution space. To enhance high-frequency textures

neural network bidirectional

critical for pansharpened images, a multiscale high-frequency
enhancement module was incorporated. Liu et al. (2024)
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TABLE 2 Hyperparameters of DMPNet with default values.

Spectral bands (b) 4
Upsampling method Bicubic
Primary path filters 64
Secondary path filters 32

Kernel size 3x3
Dilation rate 2

Fusion weight () 0.5 (initial)
Attention Kernel size 1x1

GAP pooling size Full image
Self-calibrated attention activation Sigmoid
Spectral alignment filter size Ix1
Spectral alignment filters 32

DWT levels 1
Low-frequency refinement filters 64
High-frequency refinement filters 128
Reconstruction Kernel size 3x3
Activation function Sigmoid
Batch size 16
Learning rate 0.001
Optimizer Adam
Loss function weights 0.4,0.2,0.2,and 0.2
Epochs 100
Dropout rate 0.1

Weight initialization Xavier
Number of parameters ~2.5M
RAM 64 GB
Training hardware NVIDIA GeForce RTX 4070

introduced a spatially-adaptive spectral modulation network
(SSMNet) that emphasized band-private characteristics for
accurate restoration of individual spectral bands. SSMNet featured
three modules such as source-aware spectral modulator, cross-band
information aggregation, and cross-stage feature integration to
integrate features across stages. Additionally, a histogram loss was
introduced to constrain the band-wise distribution of the final
pansharpened image. Jia et al. (2024) developed a progressive
attention-based pan-sharpening (PAPS) network. In PAPS, the
detail enhancement module produced a high-quality base by
enhancing low-resolution MS images. The progressive fusion
module in PAPS extracted complementary information from the
enhanced MS and PAN images.

Wang et al. (2024b) proposed a novel framework called
intrinsic decomposition knowledge distillation that decomposed
the MS image into reflectance and illumination components.
The teacher network extracted these components from HR-MS

Frontiersin Computer Science
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images. The student network combined the reflectance component
with the enhanced illumination from LR-MS images to obtain
the pansharpened images. Li Z. et al. (2024) introduced the
pyramid hierarchical network (PH-Net) for multispectral
pansharpening. This U-Net-based architecture constructed
an input pyramid to achieve multi-level receptive fields and
extracted hierarchical features through the encoder and
decoder. PH-Net required minimal training data and boasted
high generalizability. Wang et al. (2024a) utilized a deep
error removal network (DERN) to address errors caused by
non-overlapping spectral responses. This model combined a
prior-based approach to extract initial error maps and iteratively
optimized the PAN and MS features to reduce errors and restore
lost textures.

However, the aforementioned models often struggle to balance
spatial and spectral fidelity, resulting in artifacts and a loss of
detail in pansharpened images. Additionally, they may fail to
effectively integrate spatial and spectral information, leading to
suboptimal performance in complex scenarios. These models
also face challenges such as gradient vanishing, susceptibility to
overfitting, and limited generalizability across diverse datasets,
further hindering their robustness and adaptability.

3 Dual-path and multi-scale
pansharpening network

The DMPNet is designed to address the key challenges
in pansharpening such as retaining spectral fidelity, enhancing
spatial resolution, preserving texture and edges, and ensuring
robustness to noise and sensor variability. Figure I shows the
overall architecture of DMPNet. It comprises three main modules
such as FEM, MSAAEF and IIRM. First, FEM extracts spatial and
spectral features from input PAN and MS images through a dual-
path design. Then, MSAAF merges spatial and spectral features
adaptively across scales using self-calibrated attention and spectral
alignment mechanisms. Finally, IRM refines and reconstructs
the pansharpened image by handling low- and high-frequency
components separately for optimal enhancement. These modules
are further discussed in the subsequent sections.

3.1 Feature extraction module (FEM)

FEM is designed to extract spatial and spectral features
separately while ensuring both global context and fine-
grained details are captured effectively. It employs a dual-path
learning architecture, consisting of a primary path for
global feature extraction and a secondary path for localized
detail enhancement.

3.1.1 Primary path

It focuses on extracting global spatial and spectral features
using deeper convolutional layers. It uses dilated convolutions
(Wang et al,, 2019) to expand the receptive field without increasing
computational overhead.
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FIGURE 4

(K) PH-Net, and (L) DMPNet.

Visual analysis of WorldView-3 data: (A) PAN, (B) MS, (C) Ground truth, (D) MSIT, (E) INN, (F) PAPS, (G) MLFNet, (H) LPNet, (1) HybridNet, (J) SSMNet,

Given the PAN image P € RP*W and the upsampled MS image
M e RE*Wxb the feature extraction process in the primary path is
defined as:

Fp = CV3x3(Dev ([P, M) @

where [P, M] represents the concatenation of the PAN and
MS images along the channel dimension. F, represents
the primary feature map. Dcy and CV3y3 represent dilated
convolution and 2D convolution operations with a kernel size of
3 x 3, respectively.

3.1.2 Secondary path
It captures fine-grained spatial and spectral details using
shallow convolutional layers (Lei et al., 2020) and attention-guided

-~

feature extraction (Zhang G. et al, 2022). This path ensures

Frontiersin Computer Science

localized features, such as texture and edge information, are
preserved. It is defined as:

Fy = A¢(Scv ([P, M])) )

where F; represents the seconadry feature map. Scy is the shallow
convolutional network that processes [P, M]. A, is the attention
mechanism applied to the output of Scy.

3.1.3 Dual-path fusion
The outputs of the two paths, i.e., F, and F; are dynamically
fused using a learnable weighting mechanism as:

Fremy = a - Fp + (1 — ) - F; (3)

where « € [0,1] is a trainable parameter that balances the

contribution of global and local features.
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FIGURE 5
Visual analysis of Quickbird data: (A) PAN, (B) MS, (C) Ground truth, (D) MSIT, (E) INN, (F) PAPS, (G) MLFNet, (H) LPNet, (I) HybridNet, (J) SSMNet, (K)
PH-Net, and (L) DMPNet

3.2 Multi-scale adaptive attention fusion
(MSAAF)

This module combines spatial and spectral features adaptively
across multiple scales using attention mechanisms. For this, it
employs two techniques such as self-calibrated attention (SCA)
and spectral alignment network (SAN). Inspired from Hu et al.
(2018) and Liu et al. (2023), SCA is used to enhance feature fusion
by dynamically weighting local and global contexts. Inspired from
Xiao et al. (2023), and Nassar et al. (2018), SAN is used to ensure
spectral consistency by explicitly aligning the spectral properties of
the fused features.

3.2.1 Self-calibrated attention (SCA)
The SCA mechanism generates attention weights using both
local and global context to ensure features are appropriately

Frontiersin Computer Science

weighted (Hu et al., 2018; Liu et al., 2023). Local features (Ajpcqr)
are extracted from Fpp) using 3 x 3 convolution operation as:

Alocal = CV35x3(FrEM) (4)

Global features (Agjopq) are extracted from Frgpr using a global
average pooling (GAP) as:

Aglabul = GAP(FFEM) (5)

Next, Ajoear and Agjop, features are concatenated and passed
through a 1 x 1 convolution followed by a sigmoid activation (o)
as:

Asca = o (CVix1([Asocats Aglobal])) (6)

where Agca represents attention weights that modulate the relative
importance of Ajycy and Agiopar-

frontiersin.org
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FIGURE 6
Error analysis of WorldView-3 data: (A) MSIT, (B) INN, (C) PAPS, (D) MLFNet, (E) LPNet, (F) HybridNet, (G) SSMNet, (H) PH-Net, and (I) DMPNet.

Squared Error

Squared Error

Finally, Asca are applied element-wise to Frgps as:

Fsca = Frem © Asca (7)

where Fsca emphasizes significant details while suppressing
irrelevant and redundant information.

3.2.2 Spectral alignment network (SAN)

It ensures spectral consistency by aligning the spectral
characteristics of the fused features with the original MS image
(Xiao et al., 2023; Nassar et al., 2018).

Initially, a 1 x 1 convolution is applied to Fsca (Equation 7) to
predict the spectral residual (F,) as:

F, = CVyx1(Fsca) (8)

Frontiersin Computer Science

where F, represents the difference between the current spectral
properties of Fsca and the desired spectral alignment.

Thereafter, F, is subtracted from Fgscq to align the spectral
properties of fused features with the input MS image as:

F, = Fsca — F; %)

where F, represents the spectrally aligned feature map.

3.3 Image reconstruction module (IRM)

IRM is the final module of DMPNet. It processes fused features
by decomposing them into frequency components, refining each
component individually, and then recombining them to obtain the
final pansharpened image.

frontiersin.org
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Squared Error

FIGURE 7
Error analysis of Quickbird data: (A) MSIT, (B) INN, (C) PAPS, (D) MLFNet, (E) LPNet, (F) HybridNet, (G) SSMNet, (H) PH-Net, and () DMPNet.
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3.3.1 Frequency decomposition

F, is decomposed into low- and high-frequency components
using discrete wavelet transform (DWT) as Alessio and Alessio
(2016):

[Flow’Fhigh] = DWT(Fu) (10)

where Fj, and Fp, represent low- and high-frequency
components, respectively.

3.3.2 Refinement networks

The low- and high-frequency components preserve spectral
fidelity through smooth low-frequency processing and amplifying
spatial details via targeted high-frequency refinement. Therefore,
Floy and Fygy are refined individually using shallow CNN and
multi-scale convolutional networks.

Frontiersin Computer Science

Fjoy is refined using a shallow CNN (Gao et al., 2018) to smooth
low-frequency components as:

Fy = CV3><3(Flow) (11)

Fpign is refined using a multi-scale convolutional network
(MScy) (Huang et al., 2022) to enhance textures and edges. It can
be defined as:

Fpy = MScv (Fhign) (12)

3.3.3 Reconstruction
The refined components F;, and Fj, are recombined using
inverse DWT (IDWT). It is defined as:

Freconstructed = IDWT(Flr> Fhr) (13)
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Lower-scale performance analysis of different pansharpening methods: (A) ERGAS, (B) SCC (WR), (C) PSNR, and (D) Q.
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Freconstructed 18 further refined using a convolutional layer with
residual connections as:
M= U(CV(Freconstructed)) (14)

where M represents the final pansharpened image. o is the
sigmoid activation function.

3.4 Performance metrics

Table 1
evaluating the proposed and competitive pansharpening models.

summarizes the performance metrics used for

These metrics include the spatial correlation coefficient (SCC)
(Zhou et al., 1998), erreur relative globale adimensionnelle de
synthése (ERGAS) (Wald, 2002), Q-index (Wang and Bovik,
2002), and peak signal-to-noise ratio (PSNR). These metrics are
employed during lower-scale validations to compare pansharpened
outputs with reference images. For full-scale validations, SCC is
again utilized, alongside the quality-with-no-reference (QNR)
metric (Alparone et al., 2008) and the joint quality measure (JQM)
(Palubinskas, 2015). These metrics provide insights into spatial
correlation, spectral accuracy, and overall image quality. Note that
SCC is referred to as SCC (WR) and SCC (NR), representing “With
Reference” and “No Reference”, respectively.

In the Table I, N represents the number of bands, RMSE,
denotes the Root Mean Square Error of band b, and Mean,, refers
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to the band mean. F indicates the fused image, R corresponds
to the reference image, and o stands for the standard deviation.
Similarly, MAX represents the maximum pixel intensity and
MSE indicates the Mean Squared Error. For spatial and spectral
distortions, SD and SpD measure spatial distortion and spectral
distortion, respectively. The weights for spatial and spectral quality
are denoted by ws and wp, with SQ and PQ representing spatial
quality and perceived quality. Additionally,  represents the mean,
Var indicates the variance, and Cov is used for covariance.

3.5 Weighted loss function

In this paper, various loss functions are utilized to perform
sensitivity analysis and determine the optimal combination for the
final weighted loss function. These loss functions are as follows:

3.5.1 Loss functions
o Reconstruction loss (L,): this loss measures the difference
between original MS and pansharpened image. It ensures that
the pansharpened image accurately retains the features of the
original data (Jian et al., 2023). It can be computed as:

L, =M — M|,

where M is the original MS image. M is the obtained
pansharpened image.
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Full-scale performance analysis of different pan-sharpening methods: (A) SCC (NR), (B) QNR, and (C) JQM.

e Spectral consistency loss (Ls): this loss evaluates the
consistency of the spectral properties between low-resolution
MS image and the downsampled obtained pansharpened
image (Doi and Iwasaki, 2019; Ciotola et al., 2023). It ensures
spectral fidelity during reconstruction as:

Ls = || Miow-res — DS(M)||2
where Mjgy-res is the low-resolution MS image. Dg(M) is the
downsampled obtained pansharpened image.

o Gradient loss (Lg): this loss focuses on preserving spatial
details by comparing the gradients of PAN image and the
gradients of obtained pansharpened image Gao et al. (2024).
It is defined as:

Ly = | VuM — VM]3 + [ VyM — Vy M]3

where Vi and Vy represent horizontal and vertical gradients,
respectively.

o Perceptualloss (L): this loss measures the similarity between
obtained pansharpened image and reference image. This
ensures perceptual consistency (see Zhou et al. (2020) for more
details).

3.5.2 Sensitivity analysis
Sensitivity analysis was performed to evaluate the impact of
each loss function and their combinations on the performance
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metrics. Figures 2, 3 provide detailed analysis of the behavior of
DMPNet across different loss functions and their combinations
during lower-scale and full-scale validations, respectively. For
lower-scale sensitivity analysis, the focus is on metrics such as
ERGAS, SCC (WR), PSNR, and Q (see Figure?2). Each loss
function’s contribution to spatial and spectral accuracy is analyzed
to identify significant synergies among combinations. In full-scale
sensitivity analysis, metrics such as SCC (NR), QNR, and JQM are
used to understand the behavior of loss functions in preserving
spatial details and overall image quality without reference images
(see Figure 3).

Based on these sensitivity analysis, the final weighted loss
function was selected to balance spatial and spectral fidelity
while maintaining perceptual quality. The weighted loss function
combines all loss functions as:

Lgna = aLy + BLs + yLg + 5Lp
where «, B, v, and § are the weights assigned to each loss

component. These weights are as 0.4, 0.2, 0.2, and 0.2, respectively.

4 Performance analysis

The proposed and competitive models are implemented using
MATLAB 2024a software. Table 2 presents the hyperparameter
settings for DMPNet. The pansharpening datasets utilized in
this study comprise images captured by various satellite sensors,
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including WorldView-2, WorldView-3, QuickBird, and Gaofen-
2. These datasets contain paired MS and PAN images along
with high resolution reference images (see Deng et al, 2022
for dataset details). For comparative analysis, several competitive
pansharpening models are considered, such as MSIT, INN, PAPS,
MLFNet, LPNet, HybridNet, SSMNet, and PH-Net. Each model
was trained using the parameter configurations detailed in their
respective publications.

4.1 Visual analysis

Figures 4, 5 provide a comprehensive visual analysis of
pansharpening performance on WorldView-3 and Quickbird
datasets, respectively. Both figures show input PAN and MSI
images (Figures 4A, B, 5A, B), alongside the corresponding ground
truth images (Figures 4C, 5C). Pan-sharpened images generated
by competitive models and the proposed DMPNet are presented
in Figures 4D-K, 5D-K, respectively. The proposed DMPNet
(see Figures 4L, 5L) achieved superior performance compared to
other models. It achieved a balanced enhancement of spatial and
spectral information while effectively preserving fine details. Thus,
DMPNet producing the most visually appealing results across both
datasets.

Since it is difficult to assess the outperforming performance
through visual analysis of the competitive models and the proposed
DMPNet (see Figures4, 5), we have also evaluated the squared
error between the ground truth and the obtained pansharpened
images (see Figures 6, 7). This evaluation clearly shows that the
proposed DMPNet achieves a lower squared error compared
to competitive pansharpening models. This underscores the
superiority of DMPNet in producing high-quality pansharpened
outputs with enhanced fidelity and precision.

4.2 Quantitative analysis

Figure 8 illustrates the lower-scale performance analysis of
competitive pansharpening methods and the proposed DMPNet.
Figure 8A demonstrates the improvement in spectral fidelity
through ERGAS, where DMPNet outperforms competitive models
by approximately 1.24%. Figure 8B focuses on SCC (WR), showing
an enhancement of 1.18%, indicating better spatial consistency.
Figures 8C, D further evaluate the PSNR and Q metrics. DMPNet
achieves an improvement of 1.42% in PSNR and 1.26% in Q.
These results emphasize the DMPNet’s ability to enhance structural
similarity effectively.

The full-scale performance analysis, depicted in Figure9,
reinforces the superiority of DMPNet. Figure 9A highlights a
1.37% improvement in SCC (NR), reflecting better spatial pattern
preservation without reference data. Figure 9B shows a 1.31%
enhancement in QNR, indicating balanced spatial and spectral
fidelity. Finally, Figure 9C demonstrates a 1.23% improvement in
JQM, emphasizing the overall joint quality of pansharpened images.

Figures 8, 9 collectively validate the robustness and efficiency of
DMPNet, showcasing consistent improvements across both lower-
and full-scale metrics compared to competitive models.

Frontiersin Computer Science

10.3389/fcomp.2024.1455963

4.3 Limitations and future directions

4.3.1 Limitations of DMPNet
The limitations of the proposed DMPNet are as follows:

(1) Computational complexity: the inclusion of multiple
advanced components, such as dilated convolutions, attention
mechanisms, and DWT operations, has increased the
computational complexity of DMPNet. Thus, the proposed
DMPNet is difficult to deploy in resource-constrained
environments.

(2) Reference data: like many competitive deep learning-
based pansharpening models, DMPNet’s performance heavily
relies on the quality and quantity of the training data.
Limited or biased training datasets could lead to suboptimal
generalization in real-world scenarios.

(3) Scalability: in DMPNet, processing high-resolution satellite
images across multiple scales can be resource-intensive. This
might pose challenges for scalability to extremely large datasets
or real-time applications.

(4) Sensitivity to hyperparameters: the performance of DMPNet
is sensitive to the choice of hyperparameters. We selected the
parameters using sensitivity analysis and guidance from the
literature. Therefore, extensive tuning is required to achieve
optimal results for different datasets or imaging conditions.

(5) Overfitting: despite the robust design, the model might still be
susceptible to overfitting in cases where training data does not
adequately represent the diversity of real-world conditions.

DMPNet

performance in standard pansharpening tasks, its ability

(6) Generalization: while demonstrates robust
to handle extreme or unconventional imaging conditions
remains uncertain. Scenarios such as heavily degraded input

images still need to be thoroughly tested.

4.3.2 Future directions

Although the proposed DMPNet effectively address key
pansharpening challenges, a number of areas for further
research remain there. Since the proposed model is based on
reference datasets, future work will concentrate on building
self-supervised DMPNet to reduce reliance on large-scale labeled
data. Furthermore, combining DMPNet with technologies like
vision transformers (ViTs) and quantum computing has the
potential to improve feature extraction and fusion methods.
Furthermore, optimization methods such as reinforcement
learning and metaheuristics could help to optimize the tuning of
DMPNet settings across various contexts.

5 Conclusion

The proposed DMPNet
challenges by striking an efficient balance between spatial

addressed key pansharpening

resolution and spectral fidelity. DMPNet contained three essential
modules such as FEM, MSAAEFE and IRM. These modules ensured
the robust integration of spatial and spectral data. The dual-path
architecture in FEM captures global context as well as fine-
grained information. However, MSAAF uses SCA and SAN to
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dynamically fuse features while maintaining spectral consistency.
Finally, the IRM refines and reconstructs features utilizing
frequency decomposition and reconstruction to achieve optimal
performance. The experimental results supported DMPNet’s ability
to produce high-quality pansharpened images when compared
to previous models. It is observed that the proposed DMPNet
outperforms competitive models in terms of ERGAS, SCC (WR),
SCC (NR), PSNR, Q, QNR, and JQM by approximately 1.24%,
1.18%, 1.37%, 1.42%, 1.26%, 1.31%, and 1.23%, respectively.
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