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We used a High-Resolution Assimilation Dataset of the water-energy cycle in China (HRADC) to
study the land-atmosphere interactions and meteorological characteristics in inhomogeneous
underlying surface of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (QTP). Three different underlying surfaces
(i.e., grassland, open shrubland, and barren or sparsely vegetated) of the QTP are selected and
the meteorological elements on each underlying surface grid are averaged. We compared and
analyzed the Green Vegetation Fraction, precipitation, soil moisture and soil temperature, and
energy fluxes for three different land-use types in QTP. The results showed that the vegetation
coverage of HRADC showed a gradual decrease trend from southeast to northwest throughout
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. The Green Vegetation Fraction of the grassland in the southeast can
reach more than 60% in summer, and only about 20% in sparse vegetation areas. HRADC can
well reproduce the seasonal change trend of soil temperature and soil moisture in different
underlying surfaces. The annual variation trend of soil temperature shows that the time of the
deep soil temperature reaching the peak value lags behind the shallow layer. The annual
averaged soil moisture over grassland is higher than that of open shrubland and barren land,
which is consistent with the plateau precipitation distribution. The peak value of sensible heat
flux over grassland is only 80 W-m~2 in April, and the latent heat flux can reach 90 W-m~2, and
the net radiation of the barren land can reach 210 W-m~2 in July. This study is important to
discover the water-energy cycle characteristics of QTP.

Keywords: Qinghai-Tibet plateau, high-resolution assimilation dataset of the water-energy cycle in China, heat flux,
soil temperature and moisture, green vegetation fraction

INTRODUCTION

High-elevation areas are the most susceptible to the effects of climate change (Salerno et al.,
2008). The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (QTP), which has been called “the third pole” and “the world’s
water tower” has its unique terrain height and land use types plays an important role in the global
climate change and water-energy cycle (Xu et al., 2008b; Zhao et al., 2011). Owing to the effects
of changing climate and frequent human activities, the ecosystem and climate of the QTP have
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undergone great changes since the 1980s. Therefore, the study
of QTP is very important, especially the study of its land
surface processes (Zhang et al., 2005; Tian et al., 2015; Chen
et al., 2018).

The land surface processes are the exchange of heat, water,
and momentum between the land surface and the atmosphere.
These processes are including water and heat transfer process,
ecological process, energy and material exchange process, and
water and heat transfer process in soil, etc. (Dickinson, 1983;
Noilhan and Planton, 1989; Nicholson, 2000). The transport of
heat and water in the soil complicates the interaction between
land and atmosphere. Albedo, heat capacity, and vegetation
growth conditions are all related to soil moisture, which affects
short-term climate change (Cahill and Parlange, 1998; Hansson
et al., 2004). The soil temperature represents the thermal state
of the underlying surface, and its change will affect the soil
moisture transfer process, thereby affecting the energy and
moisture exchange of the underlying surface (Lawrence and
Slater, 2010; Naranjo-Mendoza et al., 2018). Some studies have
used soil moisture and soil temperature observations to study
water and heat transfer in soil (Choudhury et al., 1982; Hinkel
et al., 2001; Novdk and Hlavéacikovd, 2019), numerical models
(Peng et al., 2016; Zhang et al., 2016), and satellite data
(Muzylev et al., 2018; Corbari et al., 2019). The condition of
the underlying surface of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is more
complicated, as the land surface is covered by different types of
vegetation and soil types (Xie et al., 2017; Zhang et al., 2019).
The vegetation type leads to differences in surface energy
distribution, which in turn leads to differences in surface
energy flux, affecting the lower QTP and even East Asia
Climate change (Duveiller et al., 2018). The change of latent
heat flux and sensible heat flux between land surface and
atmosphere affects the formation and evolution of the East
Asian monsoon, and also plays a vital role in the water and
energy cycle of the global climate system (Zuo and Zhang,
2016). Soil moisture and climate variation using observation
data and found that soil moisture in spring has an impact on the
East Asia summer monsoon circulation and precipitation in
East China area (Zhang and Zuo, 2011; Feng et al., 2015a, Feng
et al., 2015b). Since the soil temperature, humidity, latent heat,
and sensible heat flux are all affected by the underlying surface,
studying the characteristics of meteorological elements on
different underlying surfaces of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
has certain reference significance for researching the land
surface process and climate change in QTP (Ma et al., 2017;
Chen et al.,, 2020; Zhan et al., 2020).

Because there are few meteorological observatories on the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, surface observation is very difficult,
and there are few studies on water and energy transfer on
different underlying surfaces (Liu et al., 2006). Ge et al. (2017)
used the observation data from Beiliuhe observation station
(degraded alpine meadow) and Maqu flux station (alpine
steppe) of the QTP in 2014 to compare the surface energy
distribution characteristics of the two different types of
underlying surfaces, and found that precipitation and air
temperature are the main factors affecting the latent heat
of degraded alpine meadow and alpine steppe, respectively.

Comparative Analysis in Different Underlying Surfaces

Yang and Ma (2012) analyzed the spatial and temporal
distribution characteristics of soil temperature and
moisture on the three different types of underlying surfaces
using observation data in QTP, and found the annual trend of
soil temperature is basically consistent with the characteristics
of solar radiation. There are also some studies using NCEP
reanalysis data to study the energy and water circulation and
soil heat transfer on different underlying surfaces on QTP
(Frauenfeld et al., 2005; Xie et al., 2007; Cui and Wang, 2009;
Wang et al.,, 2012; Zhu et al., 2012; Bao and Zhang, 2013; Shi
and Liang, 2014). Due to the difference in vegetation coverage
on different underlying surfaces in plateau region, the soil
water content will be different (Wang et al., 2008; Guo et al.,
2011), and soil water content conditions can affect soil
temperature changes and trends. The difference in
hydrothermal properties of different underlying surfaces
will cause differences in land-atmosphere interactions (Hu
et al., 2018). Therefore, differences in underlying surfaces will
lead to differences in surface radiation and energy exchange
processes (Li et al., 2012). This difference is of great
significance to the surface energy distribution (Gu et al,
2015).

In view of that different underlying surfaces of the QTP
have different energy and water transport characteristics and
water-energy transport processes. In this paper, we use
meteorological observation data and High-Resolution
Assimilation Data in China (HRADC) to compare the
Green Vegetation Fraction (GVF), soil temperature and
moisture, precipitation, and surface energy fluxes over the
three main types of underlying surfaces (grassland, open
shrubland, and barren or sparsely vegetated) in QTP. The
problem to be solved in this study is to evaluate and analyze
whether the mesoscale regional meteorological model that has
assimilated meteorological data and improved the underlying
surface vegetation coverage and terrain height is carried out for
long-term simulation, and whether the simulation results
correctly reflect the land-atmosphere interaction and
energy-water cycle process in three main different
underlying surfaces in the QTP. Moreover, from the long-
term data series, it is found that how vegetation and soil
temperature and moisture on different underlying surfaces
and in different seasons affect the energy flux, which is the
problem to be solved in this paper. The characteristics of these
meteorological elements were compared and analyzed to
reveal the characteristics and differences of water-energy
circulation on different underlying surfaces in QTP.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

High-Resolution Assimilation Dataset of the
Water-Energy Cycle in China Description

In this paper, The HRADC data are derived from scientific and
technological achievements of the National High Technology
Research Development Program (863 program), “Study of
Remote Sensing Technology System for Carbon Verification”
(Wen et al,, 2015). The HRADC data are generated by weather
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Research and Forecast (WRF) Model version 3.4.1 and three-
dimensional variation Data Assimilation System (WRF-3Dvar).
WRE-3Dvar was used to assimilate meteorological data from 824
automatic weather stations at fixed time in China from 2005
to 2012.

The meteorological data assimilated into the WRF-3Dvar
system include surface pressure, 2-m temperature, 2-m relative
humidity, wind speed and direction. GVF is calculated by MODIS
monthly normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI), and
topographic height data in the model initial field is obtained from
Digital Elevation Model (DEM) data generated by the Space
Shuttle Radar topography Mission (SRTM). Finally, WRF-3Dvar
generated the assimilation re-analyzed data and supporting
documents from 2005 to 2012.

In the numerical model, the terrain height of the underlying
surface will affect the thermal and dynamic processes of local
weather processes, and will also affect the water-energy cycle
process between land surface and atmosphere. The static
terrain height data used in the initial field of the default
WRF model uses GTOPO 30 data from the US Geological
Survey (USGS), which contains global terrain height data of
different resolutions (10, 5, 2 min, and 30s) (Moya-Alvarez
et al., 2019). The accuracy of the GTOPO 30 usually is not
uniform because they use various data sources in their
construction without a universally accepted standard. The
error of the GTOPO is less than 30m (Nikolakopoulos
et al., 2006). In this study, we use the SRTM DEM data in
WRF mode. The SRTM data is mainly measured jointly by
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National
Surveying and Mapping Agency, the German Space Agency,
and the Italian Space Agency (Reuter et al., 2007). Although
SRTM data is more and more widely used in terrain geography
(Gorokhovich and Voustianiouk, 2006), vegetation (Walker
et al., 2007) and tsunami assessment (Dall’Osso et al., 2010),
there is a lack of research in the field of meteorology. SRTM
data has undergone various verifications, including various
altimetry (Gorokhovich and Voustianiouk, 2006; Potts et al.,
2008) and digital elevation models (Carabajal and Harding,
2005; Ludwig and Schneider, 2006). The absolute horizontal
accuracy of SRTM is 20m, which has passed the 90%
confidence test (Kiamehr and Sjoberg, 2005). The SRTM
data set can be downloaded on the server: ftp://edcsgs9.cr.
usgs.gov/pub/data/srtm/.

The multi-source data for generating HRADC includes
satellite data and in-situ observation data, which are
combined with WRF models for simulation and assimilation.
HRADC was compared with the observation data in the semi-
arid Northeast China, and the verification results showed that
HRADC can better reproduce the energy-water cycle process on
grassland and cropland underlying surfaces, and the simulated
results were in good agreement with the observation values
(Ruan etal., 2017; Yan et al., 2020). In this paper, we selected for
analysis data from 0000 UTC, January 1, 2005, to 1800 UTC,
December 31, 2012. The spatial range is from 73°E to 105°E in
longitude, 27.7°N-40°N in latitude, and the spatial resolution of
the study area is 25km. Figure 1 shows the distribution of
terrain height and automatic weather stations in the QTP, and

Comparative Analysis in Different Underlying Surfaces

Figure 2 shows the distribution of land use types/vegetation
types in the QTP.

Changes in land use types in the numerical model can lead to
changes in related static parameters, such as reflectivity, surface
roughness, emissivity, and soil moisture (Schicker et al., 2016).
This ultimately leads to changes in surface energy balance,
turbulent kinetic energy, latent heat flux, and temperature.
The WRF model provides land use data obtained from
MODIS satellite sensors (Terra and Aqua satellites). For the
classification of MODIS land-use data, 8-day composites for one
one-year normalized bidirectional reflectance distribution
function adjusted reflectance and land surface temperature
were used. MODIS land use type data includes five different
classification data sets: IGBP data set (Friedl et al., 2010),
University of Maryland data set, 10 types of MODIS LAI/
FPAR algorithm data set (Lotsch et al., 2003a; Lotsch et al,
2003b), a dataset of eight biomes (Running et al., 1995) and 12
types of plant functional classification (Bonan et al., 2002). The
version used here and provided by WREF is based on the 20-class
IGBP 1 km grid resolution database (Bhati and Mohan, 2016).
Schicker et al. (2016) used the WRF model and different
underlying land use data sets (USGS, MODIS and a
reclassified European dataset based on the CORINE CLCO06
data) to simulate the meteorological elements of European
mountainous areas. The results show that classification errors
were found in both MODIS and USGS land use data, but if there
are only built-in land use data available, MODIS data should be
preferred. The MODIS classification land use data used in this
paper may be misclassified in the QTP region, but the WRF
model results can reproduce the land-atmosphere interaction
process in the QTP region.

Observation Data and ERA-5 Data

In this paper, the observed 2-m temperature, relative humidity,
and precipitation data are using “The gridded dataset of near
surface temperature and precipitation of China” dataset, from
China Meteorological Administration (Zhao et al,, 2019). The
digital elevation terrain data and thin-plate spline method are
used to reduce the effect of elevation on the accuracy of spatial
interpolation. This 0.5° x 0.5° grid dataset includes daily and
monthly temperature, humidity and precipitation in China
from 1961 to the present. The assessment of this dataset
indicates that: The gridded observations have a high
correlation relationship with the original data sequence, and
the root-mean-square error (RMSE) is reduced (Zhao et al.,
2014). This gridded data can be found at http://www.escience.
gov.cn/metdata/page/index.html.

A long-term (2005-2016) dataset of integrated land-
atmosphere interaction observations on the Tibetan Plateau
has been used to validate the HRADC results. This dataset
including the South-East Tibetan plateau Station for integrated
observation and research of alpine environment (SETORS),
NAQU cold climate environment observation station
(NAQU), Nam Co Station for Multisphere Observation and
Research (NAMORS), Ngari Station for Desert Environment
Observation and Research (ALI) by hourly meteorological
data, radiation data, soil data, and flux heat data from 2005 to
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2016 (Ma, 2020). These data can be widely used in the analysis of
meteorological features of the QTP, the evaluation of remote
sensing products and the evaluation and development of
numerical models. This data can be found at https://data.tpdc.
ac.cn/.

In this study, we use high-resolution (0.25° x 0.25%) global
latent heat flux, sensible heat flux, and net radiation data at

the Earth’s surface released by the European Center for
Medium and Long-Term Weather Forecasting (ERA5 grid
data) to obtain regional distribution and time series maps in
QTP for January 2005 to December 2012. ERA5 reanalysis
data combine vast amounts of historical observations into
global estimates using advanced modeling and data
assimilation systems and provide hourly to monthly
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TABLE 1 | The grid points and percentages of the main types of underlying
surfaces in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.

Underlying surface vegetation Grid points Percentage ratio (%)
types

Grassland 1,176 32.05

Open shrubland 1,071 29.19

Barren or sparsely vegetated 1,263 34.42

Others 159 4.33

estimates of a large number of atmospheric, land and oceanic
climate variables (Dragani et al., 2015; Urraca et al., 2018).
The data cover the Earth on a 30 km grid and resolve the
atmosphere using 137 levels from the surface up to a height of
80 km (Hersbach et al., 2020).

Research Methods and Verification
Three main types of underlying surfaces in QTP (Grassland,

Open Shrubland and Barren or Sparsely Vegetated) are selected
and the characteristics of land-atmosphere transmission on
different underlying surfaces are analyzed. Table 1 shows the

Comparative Analysis in Different Underlying Surfaces

three main types of underlying surfaces in the study area and their
percentages ratio. The averaged values of the same underlying
surface grids were selected and used to represent each underlying
surface.

Although the HRADC data used in this paper have been
verified and compared (Wen et al., 2014; Wen et al., 2015), they
have not been carefully verified in the QTP region, which is also
the purpose of this paper. The applicability of HRADC in
northeast China is verified. It shows that the simulation results
of near-surface temperature and relative humidity are in good
agreement with the observed data and can be applied to the
analysis of semi-arid areas in northeast China (Ruan et al., 2017).
In this paper, in order to verify the applicability of HRADC in
QTP, we compared the average 2-m temperature and relative
humidity on the three underlying surfaces between HRADC and
“The gridded dataset of near surface temperature and
precipitation of China” data set, and the results showed that
the HRADC data were agree well with the observation data, as
shown in Figure 3. The error statistics of 2-m temperature and 2-
m relative humidity between observations and HRADC of the
QTP are listed in Table 2.
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FIGURE 3 | Comparison of observations and High-Resolution Assimilation Dataset of the Water-Energy Cycle in China simulations, from three different underlying
surfaces in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, of the average daily value of 2-m temperature ("C) and relative humidity (%) during 2005-2012.
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TABLE 2 | Root-mean-square error (RMSE), bias and correlation coefficient (r) of
the daily averaged value of 2-m temperature ("C) and 2-m relative humidity (%)
between observations and High-Resolution Assimilation Dataset of the Water-
Energy Cycle in China simulated results over Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, * indicates
result passed the significance level t-test of « = 0.01.

2-m temperature ("C) 2-m relative humidity

(%)
RMSE Bias r RMSE Bias r
Grassland 380 -365 0.99° 993 7.57 0.96"
Open shrublands 3.65 -3.36 0.99* 10.16 7.89 0.95*
Barren or sparsely vegetated 2.24 -1.76  0.99* 9.29 532 0.56*

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Seasonal Variation Characteristics of Green

Vegetation Fraction

GVF is a key land-surface parameter in land-surface processes,
and is defined as the fraction of the grid cell for which midday
downward solar is intercepted by a photosynthetically active
green canopy (Vahmani and Ban-Weiss, 2016). In Noah Land
Surface Model (LSM), seasonal variation of GVF also defines
seasonal variation in other surface physical characteristics, such

Comparative Analysis in Different Underlying Surfaces

as albedo, LAI, surface emissivity, and roughness length (Chen
and Dudhia, 2001).

Figure 4 shows the spatial distribution characteristics of GVF
in HRADC in the four seasons of the QTP. The distribution of
GVF in the plateau gradually decreases from the southeast to the
northwest throughout the year. The underlying surface of the
southeastern QTP is mainly forests and alpine grasslands. Due to
the impact of precipitation and temperature, the vegetation
coverage in this area is high throughout the year, especially in
summer. The vegetation coverage can reach more than 60%. The
underlying surface types in the middle of the QTP are mainly
open shrublands. GVF has a clear seasonal change trend. The
GVF in summer and autumn is appropriately 30-40%, while the
GVF in winter and spring is reduced, below 20%. The northwest
part of the QTP is mainly covered with bare ground or sparsely
vegetated, so the GVF is relatively low throughout the year, which
is basically less than 10%. The spatial distribution of vegetation
coverage on the plateau throughout the year shows a trend of
higher vegetation coverage in the southeast region and less in the
northwest region. In recent years, on the southern ridge of the
QTP, warming trends contribute to humid weather and
conditions conducive to vegetation growth. In contrast, high
temperature lead to drought and lack of rainfall in the
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FIGURE 4 | The spatial distribution characteristics of Green Vegetation Fraction in different seasons of High-Resolution Assimilation Dataset of the Water-Energy
Cycle in China in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau (Unit: %). (A) MAM, (B) JJA, (C) SON, (D) DJF.
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FIGURE 5 | The monthly averaged variation of (A) Green Vegetation Fraction (Unit: %), (B) Albedo and (C) precipitation (Unit: mm) over Grassland, Open
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Month

northern part of the TP, leading to drought which are not
conducive to increased vegetation cover (Xu et al., 2008a).
Precipitation is a key factor for vegetation growth. Ruan et al.
(2017) found that precipitation has a positive correlation with
vegetation coverage and has a significant correlation with surface
albedo. In the QTP, precipitation and air temperature are also the
main factors of water and heat that determine the growth status of
vegetation (Nielsen et al., 2013). As shown in Figure 5A, the GVF
on different types of underlying surfaces shows an obvious trend
of a single peak variation. From January to May, there is no
obvious change, and the GVF for grassland, Open shrubland and
Barren land is approximately 18%, 9%, 2%, respectively. After
May, the GVF increases continuously, and reach to its peak value
in August, which is 65%, 20%, and 5%, respectively. Then it
started to decline again in the next few months. On different
underlying surfaces, vegetation began to grow only when the

precipitation reached its highest value within a year, and after the
end of the rainy season on the plateau in August, GVF began to
decrease, and GVF lags behind precipitation by 3 months. After
July, the monthly averaged precipitation on the open shrubland is
not much different with the grassland, but the GVF of the open
shrubland is only 1/3 of the grassland. After July, the
precipitation on the barren land can reach 40 mm/m, but the
GVF has not increased rapidly, which shows that precipitation is
not the only factor affecting the change of GVF. It indicates that
the combined effects of vegetation type, temperature and soil
water content of the underlying surface may be a comprehensive
factor affecting the growth of vegetation. In the QTP region,
vegetation growth lags behind precipitation by two months.
Precipitation on the grassland surface peaked in June (63 mm),
while vegetation coverage peaked in August (60%). The peak
value of GVF on the grassland is three times that of open
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observation stations in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, (A) soil temperature (°C) and (B) soil moisture (cm®.cm™®) from 2010-2012.

shrubland, while the barren or sparsely vegetated underlying
surface has the lowest GVF, with a peak value of only about 5%
in August throughout the year. It can be seen from Figure 5B
that the albedo of the grassland has been higher than the barren
land and open shrubland throughout the year. It is lower in
summer and higher in winter. We also plotted the snow cover
image of QTP in four seasons according to the snow cover data
of ERA5, and found that the snow cover in spring and winter on
the grassland is more than 80%, and the snow cover in autumn is
about 50% (figure omitted). This may be the main reason for the
high albedo of the underlying surface of the grassland. The
increase in the albedo of the grassland led to a decrease in the
soil temperature, making the average annual soil temperature in
grassland lower than that of the barren land in shallow layer
(0-10 and 40-40 cm). Due to the snow cover impact, the higher
surface albedo results in lower net radiation and lower surface
sensible heat transfer, and increase the surface latent heat flux
during the soil complete freezing period and the melt period,
reduce the heat transfer from the soil to the atmosphere during
the complete freezing period, and reduce the heat transfer from
the atmosphere to the soil during the melt period. Snow had a
cooling effect during the freezing period, and the soil
temperature was lower than that under the barren land. In
winter and spring, the area under the grassland has a higher
snow cover, which leads to the water retention effect on the
shallow soil.

Characteristics of Soil Temperature and
Moisture

Soil temperature can directly affect the surface energy flux, and
thus play a vital role in feedback of climate change. Soil
temperature and surface temperature directly or indirectly
restrict upward long-wave radiation, net radiation, and
sensible heat flux between soil and atmosphere, and soil
temperature anomalies will affect energy balance, which in
turn will affect atmospheric circulation (Wang and Bras, 1999;

Yang and Wang, 2008; Luo et al., 2017). By analyzing the change
trend of soil temperature on different underlying surfaces of the
QTP, we can have a deeper understanding of the feedback of
different underlying surfaces to the atmosphere. Soil moisture is
the most important factor of water-energy circulation process. In
the LSM model, the main factors affecting soil moisture include
runoff, gradient and vertical diffusion, water absorption and
gravity (Niu et al,, 2011; Wen et al., 2012; Zhang et al., 2012).

The observations data of soil temperature and moisture at four
stations on the QTP are selected and compared with the HRADC.
The four observation stations represent the barren land [ALI
(79.7°E, 33.4°N)] and open shrubland [NAQU (92.1°E, 31.5°N)]
and the grassland [MAQU (102.1°E, 33.9°N] and PALI (27.5°N,
88.9°E), respectively. We found that the observed soil temperature
of the bare underground surface is higher in summer, and the soil
temperature of HRADC on the barren land surface is also higher
than that of grassland and shrub land, this is more consistent with
the observed value. The soil temperature of HRADC is overall
lower than the observed value. It can be seen from the comparison
of the annual change of soil moisture, except for the higher soil
moisture value in MAQU (0.4 cm®-cm™), the soil moisture of the
other three stations is lower than 0.2 cm®cm™, and the soil
moisture value of the barren land is only about 0.1 cm®.cm™ in
summer. The soil moisture in barren land of HRADC is also
lower than the other two underlying surfaces, but the soil
moisture of HRADC is overall higher than the observed values
(range from 0.2 to 0.3cm’cm ™). By comparing with the
observed values, we can conclude that HRADC can simulate
the variation characteristics of soil temperature and moisture
more accurately over different underlying surfaces in the QTP,
but the simulated higher soil moisture may overestimate the
latent heat flux and net radiation simulations.

The soil temperature in different underlying surfaces shows a
gradually decreasing trend from shallow to deep layers (Table 3).
This is because with the increase of solar radiation in summer, the
surface skin temperature begins to increase, and heat is

Frontiers in Earth Science | www.frontiersin.org

October 2020 | Volume 8 | Article 576461


https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/earth-science
www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/earth-science#articles

Wen et al.

Comparative Analysis in Different Underlying Surfaces

TABLE 3 | Comparison of the annual averaged soil temperature and soil moisture data on different underlying surfaces in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.

Soil layers Soil temperature ("C) Soil moisture (cm®cm™3)
(em) Grass land Open shrubland Barren or Grass land Open shrubland Barren or
sparsely vegetated sparsely vegetated
0-10 1.32 -1.71 1.76 0.26 0.23 0.18
10-40 0.91 -2.11 1.15 0.25 0.23 0.18
40-100 0.15 -2.82 0.11 0.25 0.22 0.15
100-200 -0.95 -4.0 -1.26 0.24 0.22 0.13
Grassland Open Shrubland Barrern or Sparsely Vegetated Grassland Open Shrubland Barrern or Sparsely Vegetated
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FIGURE 7 | The daily averaged variation of soil temperature (‘C) and soil moisture (cm®.cm™) over Grassland (red line), Open shrubland (black ling), and Barren or
sparsely vegetated (blue line) in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.

transferred from the land surface to deep soil layer, lead to forms a
vertical soil temperature gradient. The annual averaged soil
temperature decreases from the land surface to deep soil layer,
and the peak value gradually lags behind. The peak value of soil
temperature in first layer appears in July, while the deep layer
appears in August. The time for the soil temperature in deep layer
to reach the annual peak is about one or two months behind the
surface and shallow layers, indicating the lag of soil heat storage.

We can see that the peak and valley value of soil temperature
in upper layer occurred in July and January, respectively (Figures
7A,B). The HRADC can well reproduce the annual change trend
of the soil temperature of each layer on the three different
underlying surfaces in the QTP. The intra-annual change of
the soil temperature in the QTP is affected by solar radiation
and is consistent with the annual change of solar radiation (Fu
and Rich, 2002). The soil temperature of all four layers is higher
than that of the grassland begore 100 days and lower than that of
the grassland after 280 days. The daily average annual variation
range of soil temperature on the three different underlying
surfaces was the highest on barren or sparsely vegetated,
followed by open shrubland and grassland. This may be
because the plateau snow began to melt in spring, and the
vegetation on the underlying surface gradually began to grow.
Due to the scarcity of vegetation on the barren ground surface, the
soil was affected by solar radiation, and the temperature increased

more quickly than open shrubs and grasslands. In autumn,
because the vegetation coverage of open shrubs and grass
underlays is higher than that of bare land, the vegetation
coverage of grass underlays is around 50%. The heat
preservation effect of the vegetation makes it difficult to lost
heat in the soil of open shrubs and grass underlays. In the winter,
the solar radiation gradually decreases, and the soil temperature
of the barren ground surface decreases more rapidly, followed by
open shrubs, and the grass ground surface is the slowest. It can be
seen from Figures 7C,D that the variation of daily mean soil
temperature has strong mutagenicity, which is not similar to
other soil levels. This is because we use the piecewise-integration
method in the WRF mode (Shao et al., 2015). The piecewise-
integration method is significantly superior to the conventional
continuous integration method. It can effectively reduce the
accumulation errors caused by long-term continuous
integration and improve the simulation accuracy of the
reference state and the perturbed state (Zhang et al., 2008).
However, it may take a long time for the temperature and
humidity of the deep soil to reach the water and energy
balance state due to the re-use of the initial field and
boundary conditions for the piecewise-integration every
month. In the process of integrating HRADC data, we used
5 days to spin-up, but it seems that it may take longer for the
deep soil temperature and moisture to reach balance.
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In general, the annual change trend of soil temperature on
different underlying surfaces of the QTP is closely related to the
GVF. In the southeast grassland area with higher GVF, the soil
temperature in winter and spring is higher than that in open
shrubs and barren land, while in the lush vegetation growing
season in summer, the soil temperature over the barren land is
higher than that of open shrubland and grassland; the soil
temperature in four soil layers all gradually decreases with
increasing depth, and the annual averaged soil temperature of
open shrubs in each layer is below 0°C. The soil temperature of
the three underlying surfaces shows that the fluctuation of soil
temperature gradually decreases with the increase of soil depth. In
addition, the time for the deep soil temperature to reach the peak
value lags behind the shallow layer by about one or two months.

It can be seen from Table 3 that the soil moisture over the
different underlying surfaces in HRADC is the highest in the
grassland, followed by open shrubs, and the lowest in the barren
or sparsely vegetated. The averaged values of soil temperature
over grassland, open shrubland and barren land are 0.25, 0.23,
and 0.16 cm®cm™ respectively. Since the precipitation over
grassland began to increase gradually in March, and reach
the peak value (65 mm/m) in June, so the soil moisture of
0-10 cm began to increase slowly on the 90th day, and reach
a peak value (0.29 cm®cm™ in about 180th days), and then
showed a downward trend of fluctuations (Figure 7E). The soil
moisture over the open shrubland remained at 0.23 cm’.cm™
from 0 to 160 days. After 160 days, the 0-10 cm soil moisture
increased to 0.26 cm®cm™>, which may be due to increased
precipitation after June, and vegetation began to grow, and
water retention by vegetation roots increases soil moisture.
Since there is sparsely vegetation growth over barren land,
the 0-10 cm soil moisture has almost no obvious increase
from April to September with more precipitation. The 10-40
and 40-100 cm layers soil moisture over barren land began to
increase after 150 days. It may be due to the lack of water
retention of the vegetation root system. The upper layer soil
water will reach the deep soil layer through infiltration (Figures
7F,G). The peak value of soil moisture in the deep layer (40-100
and 100-200 cm) over three underlying surfaces is one or two
months behind the upper layer (0-10 cm). The annual averaged
100-200 cm soil moisture over the three underlying surfaces is
0.24, 0.22, and 0.13 cm®.cm ™ respectively, with grassland being
the highest value and barren land being the lowest value. It is
worth noting that there is no obvious peak value of soil moisture
over barren land. This may be due to less precipitation in the
northwest of the QTP, and it is difficult for the shallow soil
moisture to reach deep layer through infiltration after
precipitation (Figure 7H). In our study, the soil moisture
value of grasslands is closed to other studies. In the northeast
QTP, at Tuouohe, Anduo, and Tanggula (ranging from 0.1 to
0.25 cm®cm ™) (Cuo et al,, 2015) and approximately equal to
that of the Loess Plateau in middle north China (range from 0.15
to 0.35 cm>cm™) (Jia et al., 2017).

The soil moisture in the QTP has obvious seasonal variation.
As the spring warms up, the frozen soil begins to melt and the
soil moisture is increasing, while in winter the soil begins to
freeze and the soil moisture decreases. In spring, the snow

Comparative Analysis in Different Underlying Surfaces

begins to melt, and vegetation gradually begins to grow. At
this time, the soil temperature is above 0°C. The southwestern
plateau area with high vegetation coverage has better soil water
retention and higher soil water content, which is beneficial to
the growth of grass. However, the soil water content in the
western and northern regions of the plateau is lower. After the
frozen water melts, the soil water provided for vegetation
growth is not enough, and the vegetation grows slowly,
which lead to the vegetation types in this area are mainly
open shrubland and barren land. In winter, the soil water
begins to freeze gradually, and the soil moisture decreases
and the GVF begins to decreases.

In general, the distribution characteristics of the annual
averaged soil moisture are simulated well by HRADC over
grassland, open shrubland and barren land of the QTP. For
grassland, the GVF increases rapidly after April, and reaching
about 60% in August, and the precipitation exceeds 60 mm/m
from May to July, which is beneficial to increase the soil water
content of the underlying surface, especially the shallow soil
water content. The peak value of GVF over open shrubland
and barren land is only about 20 and 5%, respectively. Because
of the precipitation is only half of the grassland underlying
surface in May and June, the soil moisture is much lower than
the grassland. The spatial distribution of soil moisture on
different underlying surfaces in the QTP is also similar to
the spatial distribution of land use types and vegetation types
in Figure 2. The soil moisture gradually decreases from the
southeast to the northwest in the QTP (figure omitted), which
is consistent with Xia et al. (2019)’s results. It can be seen from
Figure 7 that the annual daily averaged soil moisture of the
three underlying surfaces in the QTP fluctuate more drastically
and gradually increase from the 150 day of the year, which is
due to the increase in spring precipitation. The variation of the
shallow layer soil moisture is more acutely than that in the
deep layer, and the fluctuation of soil moisture tends to be
stable and begins to decrease after about 250 days. Since the
soil moisture is also affected by the amount of evaporation, the
area with a large vegetation coverage has a small amount of
evaporation (Martens et al., 2017). Since April, the vegetation
on the plateau is in the growing period, the vegetation coverage
continues to increase, and the evaporation continues to
decrease, so the soil moisture will also remain high,
resulting in the difference in the shallow soil moisture of
the three different underlying surfaces. The data used to
analyze soil temperature, moisture and GVF in this study
are from HRADC, which only indicates that WRF can
reproduce the impacts of different underlying surface on
soil temperature and moisture.

Characteristics of Energy Flux and Net

Radiation

The observed flux data of ALI (79.7°E, 33.4°N), NAMORS (91.0°E,
30.8°N), and SETORS (94.7°E, 29.7°N) are compared with
HRADC. The flux stations of ALI, NAMORS and SETORS
represent the typical barren land surface, open shrub land and
grassland/forest in the QTP, respectively. It is found that the
observed value of latent heat flux is agree well with the simulated
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flux stations in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, (A) latent heat flux and (B) sensible heat flux (Unit: W-m’z).

value, but the simulated value of sensible heat flux over the barren
land is over 150 W-m > in summer in ALI flux station. The
observed peak value of sensible heat flux is only 70 W-m™2, and
the simulated value is more than twice of observation (Figure 8).
The sensible heat flux in HRADC is generally higher in barren
land region over the western QTP, resulting in a higher net
radiation in this region. Wang and Shi (2007) also found that in
the western QTP, the sensible heat flux dominates the heat energy
balance in summer, followed by the latent heat fluxes. But during
the rainy season, the latent heat flux cannot be ignored. Chen and
Sun (2005) analyzed the energy balance of the grassland at
Qamdo in the eastern QTP, and found that the peak value of
latent heat, sensible heat flux and net radiation reached 300, 200,
and 600 W-m > in August, respectively, and which were
consistent with the results of HRADC.

The values of latent heat flux in HRADC are higher during the
vegetation growing season and the values over grassland, open
shrubland, and barren or sparsely vegetated are 89.6, 81.3, and
28.1 W-m 2, respectively. The latent heat flux over the grassland
is the highest in each month throughout the year, followed by
open shrubland and barren land. There is less GVF over the
barren land in the central and northern QTP, which leads to a
decrease in vegetation evapotranspiration and a decrease in latent
heat transport. An increase in surface temperature leads to an
increase in sensible heat transport and an increase in soil energy
transfer to the atmosphere, indicating a significant change in GVF
changed the distribution ratio of energy transmission between
land surface and atmosphere (Chu et al., 2005; Pan et al., 2012).
The value of latent heat flux over the open shrubland is higher
than that of grassland and barren land throughout the year, and
the latent heat flux gradually decreases from southeast to
northwest, which is consistent with the regional distribution of
simulated latent heat flux of the QTP by Lv and Ji (2002). Due to
differences in precipitation and vegetation distribution, there are
differences in latent heat fluxes on different underlying surfaces.
The vegetation on the grassland is lush in the growth period, and

has more precipitation in summer, so the latent heat flux is
higher, while the latent heat over open shrubland and barren land
is lower. The peak values of latent heat flux from HRADC and
ERAS5 are very similar on the grassland, but the peak value of
latent heat flux in ERA5 (70 W-m™2) is much higher than that of
HRADC (28 W-m™2) over the barren ground, and the peak value
in HRADC (81 W-m™?) was higher than ERA5 (55 W-m™?) over
the open shrubland. Since the 0-10 cm layer soil moisture over
the barren land is only 0.18 cm®.cm™ in HRADC, which is lower
than that of grassland and open shrubland, this may be the reason
for the lower latent heat flux over the barren land.

The peak value of sensible heat flux over grassland, open
shrubland, and barren or sparsely vegetated in HRADC are 90.4,
133.2, and 123.5 W-m ™, respectively (Figure 9B). Li et al. (2002)
analyzed the observed surface sensible heat flux at the four flux
stations in Lhasa, Shigatse, Naqu and Nyingchi, and pointed out
that the maximum value of sensible heat is from May to June, and
the minimum value occurs in December. This is similar to the
variation of sensible heat flux found in this study: the sensible heat
flux over three different underlying surfaces reaches its maximum
value from April to June, and gradually decreases after June, and
reaches its minimum value in December. It also can be seen from
Figure 9B that the sensible heat flux over grassland and open
shrubland has a rapid downward trend from June to September
after reaching the peak value. This may be due to the vegetation
growth period of the plateau and the rainy season from June to
September. Increased GVF will increase latent heat transport,
reduce the temperature difference between land surface and
atmosphere, and reduce the sensible heat flux (Chen et al,
2016). Over the three different underlying surfaces, the peak
value of the sensible heat flux in HRADC is higher than in ERA5
in summer, and the sensible heat flux in ERA5 is almost the same
(range from 10 to 40 W-m2). This may be caused by
overestimation of soil moisture in ERA5. The 0-7 cm layer
soil moisture can reach about 0.4 cm®>cm™ over the grassland
in ERAS5, and the peak value over the barren land also reaches
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about 0.25 cm’-cm™ in summer (figure omitted). Higher soil
moisture will cause a decrease in sensible heat flux.

Figure 9C shows the variation trend of ground heat flux on
different underlying surfaces. Positive values indicate the heat
transfer from the ground surface to the soil, and vice versa. The
ground heat flux on different underlying surfaces range from -20
to 20 W-m™ throughout the year, and reaches the peak value
from May to July. The ground heat flux during April to
September is positive, which indicating the soil obtains heat
from the ground in growing season, and the energy heat
transfers from soil to the ground surface from October to
March in the non-growing season. The changes of ground
heat flux would be affected by the freezing-thawing cycle of
frozen soil. As seen in Figure 9C, the maximum positive value
of ground heat flux is from April to June, which is the main
thawing period of the frozen soil on the TP, while the maximum
negative value is from October to December, which is the freezing
period of the frozen soil on the TP. The main reason is that the
ground heat flux from the atmosphere to the soil is increased in
thawing period due to the absorption of phase change energy of
thawing soil, while the ground heat flux from the soil to the
atmosphere is also increased (negative decreasing) in freezing
period due to the release of phase change energy of freezing soil.
Similar results were found in numerical simulations (Chen et al.,
2014; Chen et al., 2017).

Figure 9D shows the variation trend of net radiation on
different underlying surfaces. The net radiation value over the
open shrubland was the highest throughout the year, followed
by grassland and barren land. The annual averaged net radiation
values over grassland, open shrubland and barren land in
HRADC are 113.8, 128.7, and 100 W-m >, respectively. The
peak value of net radiation on different underlying surfaces is
from May to July, and showed a clear single peak shape. The
variation trend of net radiation is closely related to the surface
albedo. Some studies have shown that the peak value of net
radiation over the Oasis is about 150 W-m > higher than that of
the Gobi through numerical simulation in the northwest arid
region in China (Meng et al., 2009; Wen et al., 2012). The above
studies shows that the areas with more GVF have lower surface
albedo, and the more surface energy income. In areas with less
GVF, the surface albedo is higher, and the energy of the surface
income will be less, which is the energy loss area. Figure 9E is a
histogram of energy distribution proportion of different
underlying surfaces. It can be seen that over the three types
of underlying surfaces show that the ratio of sensible heat flux to
net radiation (50.5%, 64.2%, and 74.8%, respectively) is higher
than the ratio of latent heat flux to net radiation (37.3%, 25.3%,
and 11.2%, respectively). However, there is a slight difference
over different underlying surfaces. The proportion of latent heat
flux over grassland (37.3%) is higher than that of open shrubs
(25.3%) and barren ground (11.2%). The three types of
underlying surfaces have the highest proportion of sensible
heat flux (all above 50%), which indicating that the heat
transfer between surface and atmosphere over different
underlying surfaces in the QTP is dominated by sensible
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Figure 10 shows the regional distribution of the monthly
mean values of latent heat, sensible heat, surface heat flux, and net
radiation in HRADC and ERAS5. It can be seen that the sensible
heat flux can reach more than 100 W-m 2 in the western QTP
with scarce vegetation, but only about 50 W-m > in the eastern
QTP with more GVF (Figure 10B); while the latent heat flux is
below 200 W-m™ in the northern part of the QTP, and the latent
heat can reach more than 60 W-m™2 in the southeastern QTP
(Figure 10A), indicating that the area with higher GVF also has
higher latent heat transmission, while with the lower GVF and
lower soil moisture, the energy transmission is mainly sensible
heat flux between land surface and atmosphere. As can be seen
from the distribution of ground heat flux (Figure 10C), the
ground heat flux in the southern part in the QTP is positive,
while the northern part is negative, indicating that the soil in the
southern part mainly absorbs surface energy throughout the year,
while soil in the northern part releases energy to the land surface.
The regional distribution of net radiation is also the same. The net
radiation value in the southern part of the QTP is larger than the
northern part, indicating that the southern plateau receives more
energy than the northern part. The latent heat flux in HRADC
over the southeastern part of the QTP is significantly higher than
ERA5, and much lower than ERA5 over the northern part of the
plateau. The sensible heat flux in the central and western parts of
the plateau is less than 50 W-m™> in ERA5, almost only half of
that in HRADC. The spatial distribution of net radiation also
shows that the net radiation of the entire plateau region in ERA5
is almost only about half that of HRADC, which is consistent with
Figure 9. As the soil moisture in QTP may be overestimated in
ERAS5, it will cause a decrease in sensible heat flux and net
radiation.

Figure 11 is a schematic diagram of the water-energy cycle
over process on different underlying surfaces. Although there
is the highest albedo on the grassland, since the entire
grassland area is in the southeast of the QTP, it receives
more downward shortwave radiation, so it has acquired the
medium net radiation. The grassland also acquires the
maximum precipitation, GVF and soil moisture, so there is
the maximum latent heat flux on grassland. Since there is a
minimum albedo on the open shrubland, the net radiation is
the maximum. However, due to the open shrubland has
acquired the medium precipitation, soil moisture and GVF,
the latent heat flux value is medium. As the entire area of the
barren land is over the northern part of the QTP, it has
acquired the lowest net radiation, and the minimum
precipitation, GVF and soil moisture, so the latent heat flux
is the lowest and the sensible heat flux is the highest.

CONCLUSION

The multi-source data of different spatial and temporal scales are
added into the WRF model initial field, and the observations of
surface weather stations are assimilated into the WRF model. The
HRADC generated by WRF model can effectively improve the

heat, and in areas with scarce vegetation, the more  waterand energy cycle process on the inhomogeneous underlying
proportion of sensible heat. surfaces. HRADC outputs can applied to research of climate
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FIGURE 11 | The physical processes schematic diagram of water-energy cycle over different underlying surfaces.

change and monitoring of arid environments in the QTP in  (2) The soil temperature showed a gradual decrease trend from

China. The main conclusions are as follows: the shallow layer to the deep layer. The time for the deep soil
temperature to reach the peak lags behind the shallow layer
(1) The GVF of HRADC shows a decreasing trend from southeast by one or two months, indicating that the soil has a
to northwest on the QTP. The vegetation of the plateau significant heat storage effect. In winter and spring, the
entered the growth period in May and reached its peak in soil temperature over grassland is higher than that in
August. The GVF of the grassland in the southeastern QTP shrubland and barren land, while in summer when
can reach more than 60% in summer, about 20% in open vegetation is flourishing, the soil temperature over barren
shrubland, and only 5% in barren or sparsely vegetated areas. land is higher than that in open shrubland and grassland.
Although the precipitation over the open shrubland can reach ~ (3) The annual averaged soil moisture value in four layers over
about 50 mm from July to September, the GVF has not grassland is higher than that of open shrubland and barren
increased rapidly, indicating that precipitation is not the land, and the soil moisture in shallow layers (0-10 cm) in
only factor affecting GVF, and may also be related to three different underlying surfaces is 0.26, 0.23, and
temperature and soil moisture. 0.18 cm®cm >, respectively. The variation trend of soil
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moisture is consistent with the precipitation, which
decreasing from the southeast to the northwest of the plateau.
The surface energy and radiation characteristics in different
underlying surfaces in HRADC are as follows: the sensible heat
flux over the grassland is lower than shrubland and barren land,
and the peak value in April is only 80 W-m 2, and the latent
heat flux is up to 90 W-m~2in July. The net radiation value over
barren land is the highest, which is up to 210 W-m ™2, The latent
heat transport at the barren land over the central and northern
QTP is low, while the sensible heat transport is high, and the
energy transfers from land surface to the atmosphere.

The latent heat flux in HRADC over the southeastern part of
QTP was significantly higher than that in ERA5, and in the
northern part of the plateau was significantly lower than in
ERAS5. The sensible heat flux in the Midwest of the plateau
was less than 50 W-m™ in ERA5, almost half of that in
HRADC. The net radiation in ERA5 of the entire QTP region
is almost half in HRADC.

(4)

(5)
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