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High rates of biodiversity loss caused by human-induced changes in the environment
require new methods for large scale fauna monitoring and data analysis. While
ecoacoustic monitoring is increasingly being used and shows promise, analysis and
interpretation of the big data produced remains a challenge. Computer-generated
acoustic indices potentially provide a biologically meaningful summary of sound,
however, temporal autocorrelation, difficulties in statistical analysis of multi-index data
and lack of consistency or transferability in different terrestrial environments have
hindered the application of those indices in different contexts. To address these issues
we investigate the use of time-series motif discovery and random forest classification of
multi-indices through two case studies. We use a semi-automated workflow combining
time-series motif discovery and random forest classification of multi-index (acoustic
complexity, temporal entropy, and events per second) data to categorize sounds in
unfiltered recordings according to the main source of sound present (birds, insects,
geophony). Our approach showed more than 70% accuracy in label assignment in
both datasets. The categories assigned were broad, but we believe this is a great
improvement on traditional single index analysis of environmental recordings as we can
now give ecological meaning to recordings in a semi-automated way that does not
require expert knowledge and manual validation is only necessary for a small subset of
the data. Furthermore, temporal autocorrelation, which is largely ignored by researchers,
has been effectively eliminated through the time-series motif discovery technique applied
here for the first time to ecoacoustic data. We expect that our approach will greatly
assist researchers in the future as it will allow large datasets to be rapidly processed and
labeled, enabling the screening of recordings for undesired sounds, such as wind, or
target biophony (insects and birds) for biodiversity monitoring or bioacoustics research.
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INTRODUCTION

Biodiversity loss is a global environmental issue (Cardinale et al.,
2012), and it is now imperative to develop methods to efficiently
monitor wildlife, accounting for spatial and temporal coverage
(Joppa et al,, 2016). Remote sensing techniques are being used
to fill this gap, as they can be applied over large geographic
areas where access may be difficult, allowing for some degree
of unattended monitoring (Kerr and Ostrovsky, 2003). Remote
sensing techniques include a range of technologies, like satellite
imaging (Bonthoux et al., 2018), camera traps (Fonttrbel et al,,
2021), Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) (Nowak et al., 2019),
and passive acoustic monitoring (PAM) (Froidevaux et al., 2014;
Wrege et al., 2017).

Passive acoustic monitoring is now routinely used in terrestrial
environments to monitor biodiversity (Gibb et al., 2019) with
several purposes, such as understanding acoustic community
composition of frog choruses (Ulloa et al., 2019), investigating
acoustic species diversity of different taxonomic groups (Aide
et al., 2017), and bird species recognition based on syllable
recognition (Petruskovd et al., 2016). Long-term recording can
enable detection of species responses to important environmental
impacts like climate change (Krause and Farina, 2016), and
species recovery following extreme weather events (Duarte et al.,
2021). However, recordings comprise large datasets which can
be challenging to store, access and analyze (Ulloa et al., 2018).
Subsampling is one way of dealing with these constraints, but
it can limit the temporal and/or spatial scale of monitoring,
therefore methods to analyze and filter recordings are necessary.

Currently, analysis of acoustic recordings still heavily relies
on manual listening and inspection of recordings: this greatly
limits the applicability of PAM. One alternative to that is
to summarize acoustic information using acoustic indices,
which mathematically represent different aspects of sound (e.g.,
frequency, intensity, etc.) (Sueur et al., 2014). Acoustic indices
have, in some cases, been inspired by ecological indices. For
example, the acoustic diversity index (Villanueva-Rivera et al.,
2011) is based on the Shannon diversity index (Shannon and
Weaver, 1964). NDSI (Gage and Axel, 2014) measures the ratio
between biophony (biological sounds) and anthrophony (human
and technological sounds) and is derived from NDVI, an index
used in the remote sensing analysis of vegetation (Pettorelli,
2013). Acoustic indices have been used in different contexts such
as to evaluate the differences in faunal beta-diversity between
forests and plantations (Hayashi et al., 2020), to detect rainfall
in acoustic recordings (Sanchez-Giraldo et al., 2020), to examine
differences among indices representing taxonomic groups (e.g.,
birds, anurans, mammals and insects) (Ferreira et al., 2018), to
relate indices with bird diversity (Tucker et al.,, 2014), and to
identify frog species (Brodie et al., 2020).

Although there are numerous acoustic indices to choose
from, different indices represent different acoustic phenomena
in terrestrial environments, and the translation of acoustic into
ecological information may vary depending on the context
(Machado et al., 2017; Jorge et al., 2018; Bradfer-Lawrence et al.,
2020). While there is no consensus on linking one index to one

taxa, research has shown that combining indices can provide
a good representation of different soundscapes (i.e., sounds in
the landscape), especially across varying environments (Towsey
et al., 2018), and can even be used to recognize different species
(Brodie et al.,, 2020). Visualization tools such as false-color
spectrograms (FCS) successfully combine three acoustic indices
[Acoustic Complexity Index (Pieretti et al., 2011), Temporal
Entropy (Sueur et al,, 2008) and Events per Second (Towsey,
2018)] allowing different sound sources to be identified. The FCS
and its combination of indices have been shown to provide a good
representation of soundscapes in different contexts (e.g., Brodie
et al., 2020; Znidersic et al., 2020). While visual representations
of soundscapes are useful for scanning recordings for different
phenomena (like rain, wind, or a frog chorus, for example),
there is currently no available tool to statistically analyze these
images. The underlying index data used to create the FCS can
be retrieved and analyzed, but the mathematical interpretation of
multiple indices remains a challenge, and therefore the statistical
analysis of single indices is currently the favored approach.
If mass deployments are required, [e.g., Australian Acoustic
Observatory—(Roe et al., 2021)], we need to develop reliable,
reproducible analysis methods with some degree of automation.

Furthermore, most statistical methods used for continuous
recordings require an approach that accounts for temporal
autocorrelation of the data (i.e., most statistical tests applied
in ecology require independence of data). This means that
each minute is not independent of the previous one in a
recording, and this is often ignored in ecoacoustic studies. While
spatial autocorrelation can be dealt with through experimental
design, temporal correlation exists even when data are non-
continuous (e.g., subsampled for example 1 min every 15 min)
or arbitrarily split into time periods (e.g., day/night). Standard
statistical approaches which assume independence of data cannot
be applied for autocorrelated data.

Aiming to address the different challenges faced by researchers
when analyzing recordings, we present a novel workflow for
analyzing multi-index acoustic data. Our goal was to provide
a tool that can be used by ecologists in a rapid assessment
of terrestrial acoustic recordings. By having such a tool,
ecologists can forward recordings of interest (i.e., for species
identification) to specialists more efficiently, but also have quick
metrics to compare ecosystems and/or recordings from different
points in time. To deal with autocorrelated data capturing
repeated patterns in acoustic indices is an alternative. Using the
Hierarchical Based Motif Enumeration (HIME) (Gao and Lin,
2017) of acoustic indices, repetitive patterns of the data were
detected (here referred to as motifs) in continuous recordings. As
the algorithm searches for repetition of patterns in the time-series
(Zolhavarieh et al., 2014) it was expected that noisy minutes (i.e.,
non-signal) would be excluded from the results as they tend to be
random and not have a structure that repeats across time. Here we
outline a semi-supervised method to classify the motifs according
to dominant sounds. We demonstrate the transferability of the
analysis in different environments and timescales with two case
studies using data from two distinct ecosystems and recorded
with different sampling schemes and devices.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Acoustic Analysis

The recordings were analyzed using AnalysisPrograms.exe
(Towsey et al, 2020) three indices were used to create
FCS (Towsey et al, 2014). These indices are: (1) Acoustic
Complexity - quantification of relative changes in amplitude
(Pieretti et al., 2011); (2) Temporal Entropy - concentration of
energy overall the amplitude envelope (Sueur et al., 2008); (3)
Events Per Second — number of acoustic events that exceeds 3dB
per second (Towsey, 2018). FCS have been used successfully to
represent a range of different soundscapes (Brodie et al., 2020;
Gan et al.,, 2020; Indraswari et al., 2020; Znidersic et al., 2020),
and provide a visual tool to aid in the identification of sounds,
reducing the time required for verification of data.

The analysis was done directly on the unprocessed recordings,
meaning that no noise (unwanted sounds) was removed
beforehand. Acoustic data will have different sound sources and
the presence of noise is common. Moreover, pre-processing can
be time consuming, and so we tested the method without any type
of pre-processing (i.e., cleaning up) of the data.

All analyses were performed using R and scripts are available
at http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4784758 (Scarpelli, 2021).

The HIME algorithm was applied to find significant motifs
in variable length time-series. This algorithm was used because
it accounts for temporal structure in data. It is widely used
in other fields, including medical research (Liu et al.,, 2015),
weather prediction (McGovern et al., 2011), and animal behavior
(Stafford and Walker, 2009). The algorithm works by applying a
moving window along the time-series and searching for repetitive
sequences. The user sets the minimum window length, which will
be the starting point and the length will progressively increase.
There is a compromise between the window length and the
motifs’ identification: small windows are more likely to have
a pair, but not with necessarily meaningful patterns while big
windows are less likely to have a matching sequence.

The analysis process can be seen in Figure 1 and detailed steps
are presented in the text below.

Subsequence Time-Series Search
The step-by-step process of the sub-sequence search is described
in Table 1.

Feature Extraction and Random Forest
Model

Wavelet transform (Lau and Weng, 1995) and feature extraction
were then performed on individual motifs (which are also
time-series). Wavelets was used so both frequency and time
information were preserved when extracting features. Each time-
series was treated as an individual sample for feature extraction,
training, and testing. Based on the extracted features, a Random
Forest (RF) classification model was trained using manually
labeled data and then the classification model was used to
discriminate between sound categories within motifs, attributing
ecological meaning to the motifs. RF classification is a supervised
machine learning technique (Breiman, 2001), and has been used

in numerous research fields such as genomics (Diaz-Uriarte and
Alvarez de Andrés, 2006), satellite image classification (Pal, 2005),
and soundscape analysis (Buxton et al., 2018). The algorithm
classifies the data into groups using different combinations of
features. It has been reported to perform well because it uses an
ensemble learn strategy by combining different methods during
the learning process, providing more accurate and generalized
results (Cutler et al., 2012). In this study all the motifs were
labeled. It was necessary to first test the testing sample size
that maximized accuracy, while avoiding overfitting. This was
done by progressively increasing training samples and measuring
accuracy at each round. Accuracy was not greatly improved
using more than 30% labeled data, and so this threshold was
established. It was important that motifs were labeled using
their corresponding spectrogram to show exactly what sound
the index was capturing. In cases where the signal was unclear,
these recordings were sound-truthed. This allowed maximizing
label information, while keeping some generalization (i.e., not
identifying species, for example). More categories of labels can
increase training difficulty because categories become similar,
making it difficult for the algorithm to discriminate between
them. Additionally, biophony is now classified according to their
soundtope (Farina, 2014). Soundtopes are the collective sounds
produced by biophony at the same time.

Table 2 describes each step of the process and the
expected output.

Case Study

One of the limitations of using acoustic indices as a measure
of biodiversity is that recent studies have shown variable
success, that is largely context-dependent. In this case study,
we demonstrate how our novel method overcomes this issue
by testing and validating our approach in two very different
ecosystems, including varying background noise and different
acoustic recorders.

Dataset 1: Bowra

Data were collected at Bowra Wildlife Sanctuary in semi-arid
western Queensland, Australia (Figures 2A,B). The sanctuary is
owned by the Australian Wildlife Conservancy, and it is known
for its abundant birdlife. The property covers more than 14,000
hectares in the Mulga Lands Bioregion of Australia (Figure 2B).
The topography is mostly flat, and the vegetation is dominated
by Acacia woodlands, Mitchell tussock grasslands, and Coolabah
(Eucalyptus coolabah) woodlands along ephemeral creek lines.
The region has very low annual precipitation rates, with an
annual mean of 373.3 mm (Australian Government Bureau of
Meteorology, 2020).

Audio Sampling

Data were acquired using 12 SongMeter four recorders (Wildlife
Acoustics), with a sampling rate of 44.1 kHz and 16 bits in stereo.
Recorders were placed 200 m apart, (Figures 2B,C), operating
continuously for approximately 40 h/sampling point. Sampling
points were selected across a gradient of different vegetation
communities and proximity to creek lines. To demonstrate the
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FIGURE 1 | Flowchart with the analysis steps and expected results.

TABLE 1 | Description of the steps to be followed to perform subsequence motif search, actions that should be done by the user and expected output.

Step Action

Output

1.1 Structure acoustic indices

values as time-series
1.2 Motif search algorithm Set start window length.

1.3 Process motif results

Order acoustic indices as a time series (i.e., date, time, and minute).

Using the output from the motif search and provided parameters,

One time-series per index/location, resulting in
three files (one per index) per location.

Motifs start, end, length and distance metric.
Unigue sequences, i.e., non-overlapping patterns

overlapping sequences were identified and removed, retaining only
non-overlapping patterns. This is conducted for each index and
location because different indices measure different aspects of sound,
and therefore overlaps in time were permitted across different indices.

1.4 Crop spectrograms using
motif parameters
each sequence.

Cut spectrograms corresponding to each index (provided by
AnalysisPrograms.exe) according to each motif to provide images for

One image per motif

methods in a graphical way, one sampling point was chosen
(white square in Figure 2C) for data visualization.

The data collection period coincided with a dust storm with
high wind speeds, so recordings were very noisy and biophony
was masked for large recording segments (pink/purple across all
frequency bands in Figure 4A). While noise presents a challenge
for data analysis, environmental conditions vary and are beyond
researcher control, thus it is important that the method presented
here is tested under varied and real circumstances.

Dataset 2: Samford Ecological Research Facility
The second dataset used was 1 month of data (March 2015) from
the Samford Ecological Research Facility (SERF), a SuperSite in
the Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network (TERN). The TERN
initiative established in 2009 monitors terrestrial ecosystem
attributes over time at a continental scale. The data collected
through this initiative are freely available through the TERN
data portal'.

Samford Ecological Research Facility is situated approximately
20 km from Brisbane in the South-East Queensland Bioregion,
Australia (Figure 3). The region experiences a sub-tropical

Uhttps://portal.tern.org.au

climate and high levels of forest fragmentation and urbanization
(Figure 3). The topography is gently undulating, and the
vegetation consists of Eucalypt open forest (dominated by
Eucalyptus tereticornis, Eucalyptus crebra and Corymbia species)
and notophyll vine forest.

Audio Sampling

The audio was collected continuously for 1 month using one
SongMeter2 (Wildlife Acoustics) at 22,050 Hz, in WAV format.
The sampling point was located on the edge of the property as
demonstrated in Figure 3.

RESULTS

Different lengths and minimum window sizes were tested for
the two datasets and the minimum length selected was 30 min
for both datasets. From an ecological perspective, 30 min of
recording provides good resolution of fine-scale phenomena (e.g.,
a single species calling). Moreover, it can reveal soundscape
changes throughout a day as the HIME progressively increases
the window size. Having the same window length for both
datasets is an advantage as it allows future comparisons to be
made between results. All the selected motifs were labeled for
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TABLE 2 | Description of the steps to be followed to random forest classification, actions that should be done by the user and expected output.

Step Action Output

2.1 Feature Wavelet transform was used to extract the discriminant features of the motifs (dwt function in wavelets Individual time-series transformed

extraction package in R (Aldrich, 2020), with haar filter applied and periodic boundary)

2.2 Labeling Data was labeled using two categories of sounds: 30% of dataset labeled

the data Class, representing the dominant sound present (i.e., bird, insect, wind, silence), and
Component, representing the category the Class belongs to in the soundscape context (i.e., geophony,
biophony or silence).

A set of labeling rules was followed to standardize the process, minimize biases and simplify data input into
the RF algorithm. The motifs were labeled according to the predominant sound visualized on the
corresponding spectrogram. For motifs with more than one sound source, the dominant sound in terms of
duration and/or intensity was chosen as its corresponding label. Motifs that were predominantly quiet but
with a minimum presence of any sound type, were labeled accordingly. New label categories were only
created if the label was persistent throughout the dataset, providing enough samples for training and
testing.

2.3 RF— Classification was first run based on Component, splitting the data into bigger groups, and then categorized Best number of features to be

component into constituent Classes. Preference was given to maintaining a similar number of labels per category, index, used, mean decrease in accuracy
and location, so that the training set contains most of the expected variation. However, depending on the (based on Gini coefficient) and
amount of variation within each Class, it may be necessary to have more labels in one Class than another. overall accuracy of the classification
To maintain balance between Classes and the need to prioritize labels in a certain Class, labeling and model (n labels correctly assigned/n
training was undertaken iteratively. That is, a small subset of labels were created (approximately 10%), the labels incorrectly assigned)

RF model run, accuracy checked (count of correctly assigned labels), and the process repeated. In each
round, the new labels were taken from the random sample pool but because balance plays a significant
role, if a category needed more labels (i.e., accuracy was much lower than other categories), they were
“arbitrarily” selected from the pool. The “out-of-bag” method of selecting predictors used in the RF
algorithm usually results in overfitting avoidance (Genuer et al., 2010), nevertheless, overfitting can still occur
if run without splitting the data into training and testing. Therefore, training was kept between 60-70%, and
testing between 40-30%.

2.4 The first run of the complete model was undertaken with default parameters and then optimized by finding All motifs with component labels

RF—optimizing the hyperparameters, i.e., the number and type of wavelet features that contribute the most to improving

Component accuracy. The number of decision trees was 500. The parameters were optimized by using the function
tuneRF in package randomForest in R (Liaw and Wiener, 2003) and by selecting the variables with mean
decrease accuracy > 0. If accuracy was improved with optimized parameters, this version was retained.

Lastly, the model was run for the entire dataset to classify unlabeled data.

2.5 RF—class Repeat steps from the Component model using only data that had been labeled by the algorithm as Best number of features to be
biophony (unwanted Classes from the previous labeling—wind, rain, and silence —were now filtered). In used, mean decrease in accuracy
addition, the accuracy across Classes was iteratively checked, and if unbalanced, more motifs were labeled. (based on Gini coefficient) and

overall accuracy of the classification
model (n labels correctly assigned/n
labels incorrectly assigned)

2.6 The first run of the complete model was undertaken as described above in 2.4. All motifs with Classes labeled

RF—optimizing

classes

both datasets so that the model accuracy could be measured, and
sample size could be correctly estimated. The Bowra dataset had
549 selected motifs with a mean distance of 3.88 4+ 1.24 and a
mean length (in minutes) of 35.14 & 3.88. The SERF dataset had
789 selected motifs with a mean distance of 4.28 + 0.81 and a
mean length (in minutes) of 36.02 £ 2.83. SERF dataset had 10%
more hours than Bowra (542 and 494, respectively) and 43% more
selected motifs.

Dataset 1: Bowra

Figures 4C,E,G show the motifs found (in color) for
each index in relation to the whole time-series for one
sampling point at Bowra. These figures reveal that for
all three indices, the hours of the day that correspond to
dawn (5:15-5:16 h) and dusk (6:49-6:50 h) most motifs
were identified, while almost none in the middle of the
day. It can also be seen on the gray-scale spectrograms

how each index is capturing slightly different soundscape
components, although all of them recorded wind in the
middle of the day (blurred sections) (Figures 4B,D,F). It
is also evident different motifs identified across indices
(Figures 4C,E,G).

Component Classification

The Component classification had an overall accuracy of 75%.
The accuracy per category and overall misclassifications can be
seen in Figure 5. The model correctly identified most biophony
(94%) motifs while geophony motifs were less accurately
identified (45%).

Class Classification

The overall accuracy of the Class labels was 70%. The model
performed better for birds (80%) than insects (59%) for this
dataset (Figure 6).
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FIGURE 2 | (A) Queensland map indicating Brisbane and Bowra. (B) shows in orange the transect inside the property and (C) show the transects and a Google
satellite layer with the different vegetation communities across the transect. The white square highlights the point that will be used here as an example for figures.
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Dataset 2: Samford Ecological Research
Facility

Figures 7C,E,G shows 1 day of the complete time-series with
the motifs identified in color. The false-color spectrogram can be
seen in Figure 7A and the corresponding gray-scale spectrograms
can be seen in Figures 7B,D,F. As seen for Bowra, some segments
were interpreted as significant by the motif search algorithm,
whereas others were not.

Component Classification

The overall accuracy of the model classification was 73% and the
performance per Component can be seen in Figure 8. The model
misclassified motifs primarily due to the presence of geophony
alongside “dominant sounds” in the recordings. In these cases,
the algorithm has identified segments as geophony, whereas the
researcher has not.

Class Classification

The overall accuracy for the Classes was 81%. The individual
accuracies for the Classes can be seen in Figure 9. There were
three classes for this dataset: birds, insects and “both,” as there

were motifs with both insects and birds, especially during the
dawn and dusk choruses.

DISCUSSION

The approach proposed here using time-series motif discovery
and random forest classification represents a significant
improvement in how acoustic indices are currently analyzed for
terrestrial soundscapes. It resolves some major challenges and
constraints associated with acoustic data analysis including: (1)
accounts for temporal autocorrelation of acoustic data, which
violates most statistical test assumptions; (2) combines more than
one index to assign soundscape components; and (3) performs
in different contexts, as demonstrated by the finding that the
same set of indices identified the same soundscape components
in different ecosystems surveyed at different times, using varying
recording schemes.

Acoustic recording and indices are now routinely used to
monitor biodiversity (Doohan et al., 2019; Moreno-Goémez et al.,
2019), but statistical analysis of recordings is problematic due
to temporal autocorrelation. By using sub-sequence time-series
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property and the pink dot corresponding to the sampling point.

FIGURE 3 | (A) Location map of Samford Ecological Research Facility (SERF) in Australia. (B) SERF in relation to Brisbane CBD and great Brisbane. (C) Shows the

search, we were able to group sequences of minutes with
repetitive patterns across the recordings, reducing the number of
consecutive minutes analyzed as independent samples.

Acoustic data analysis approaches are varied and include
linear mixed models (Francomano et al., 2020), mean differences
(Carruthers-Jones et al., 2019), manual inspection and tagging
species or groups of interest (Ferreira et al., 2018) or using
non-index based metrics (like amplitude and frequency) direct
from sound files (Furumo and Aide, 2019). Despite the variety
of ways to analyze sound data, single index approach is still
one of the most common approaches. As previously stated,
single index data can be problematic because they cannot be
consistently interpreted across different taxonomic groups or
environments. For example, studies using ACI have shown that
this index was positively correlated with bird species (Jorge
et al.,, 2018; Mitchell et al., 2020), but also rain and wind
(Duarte et al.,, 2015). Acoustic entropy has been found to have
higher values in biodiversity rich habitats (Sueur et al., 2008),
although higher values in quiet recordings and lower values in
recordings dominated by insects have also been documented
(Bradfer-Lawrence et al., 2019). Other studies have also tried to
find a direct relationship between one index and one taxonomic
group (Brown et al., 2019; Indraswari et al., 2020) but this

relationship often does not hold across environments. From
these findings we can conclude that a single index provides
only a crude or obscure representation of biodiversity and is
context-dependant. However, in our study, we have developed,
validated and tested a new workflow that can be used in
different terrestrial environments. This is particularly important
because with recent advances in development of cost-effective
ecoacoustic technology, passive acoustic recording is becoming
a commonplace ecological survey approach worldwide. It is
important that analytical tools are developed to meet this need,
and are transferable across environments, providing standardized
outputs for comparison or benchmarking.

An alternative to analyzing single index data is to combine
indices, but this has been rarely attempted. One study used
clusters to combine indices and classify major soundscape
components (Phillips et al., 2018). However, their method still
relies on listening to many recording minutes, which is extremely
time-consuming and usually not feasible for large datasets.
Another study combined indices using RF models to predict
avian species richness (Buxton et al., 2018) and revealed that
acoustic entropy and ACI were among the best predictors of
avian biodiversity. But still, their aim was to link indices to a
specific taxonomic group. Our approach is different because it
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shifts the focus from the index itself, to instead examine what
is being captured by it. While often the focus of an ecological
study is a target species or taxonomic group, soundscapes can
provide valuable insights on processes (such as geophony and
anthropophony) that may influence biodiversity. Until now, no
analytical approach exists that can efficiently extract soundscape
components in a semi-supervised and transferable way.

Using index-based spectrograms for visual inspection of
recordings, we were able to accurately assign sound labels to
motifs, extrapolating these labels to the whole data. Although a
certain level of generalization was required when using multiple
indices and automated classification techniques, this approach
represents a progression from single indices and the manual
identification of sounds or calls. Along with the generalization

required, there were also issues with misclassifications by
the algorithm. Nevertheless, inspection of misclassified motifs
showed that, for example, some of them that were not classified
as wind, did have wind present. The labeling process was based
on the most predominant sound, which does not exclude the
possibility of having more than one sound present at a given
motif. In fact, the presence of more than one soundscape
component is quite common, and for the SERF data here
presented an additional label had to be created to address multiple
dominant sounds in one motif. Ecosystems are complex and
biodiversity is subject to a variety of influencing factors that will
change according to geography and its features (Gaston, 2000).
This variation challenges the use of automatic analyses, and it
also makes it harder to compare different contexts. Nevertheless,
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FIGURE 5 | Alluvial graph showing proportions and number of motifs of manual labels on the left-hand and model labels on the right-hand side for the component in
the Bowra dataset. The lines in the middle going from manual to model labels indicate the misclassification. The accuracy per class is also shown in the figure.
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FIGURE 6 | Alluvial graph showing proportions and number of motifs of manual labels on the left-hand and model labels on the right-hand side for the classes in the
Bowra dataset. The lines in the middle going from manual to model labels indicate the misclassification. The accuracy per class is also shown in the figure.
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it is necessary to establish a baseline for analysis so recordings can
be effectively used for environmental and temporal comparisons.
Moreover, it highlights the importance of the label process
that provides the researcher with the opportunity to adjust the
method to the context.

As the two study sites were in different ecoregions (Bowra
is classified under the Temperate Grasslands, Savannas and
Shrublands while SERF is Temperate Broadleaf and Mixed

Forest (Environment Australia, 2000), it was expected that their
soundscapes would vary due to the distinct biodiversity, ecology,
and environmental conditions. Besides expected differences, the
SERF dataset had 10% more minutes than Bowra, but 43% more
motifs. Potential explanations include that SERF has a more
complex soundscape, or more likely that the increase may be
attributed to the lack of wind at SERF relative to Bowra, resulting
in more minutes with signal and less noise.
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FIGURE 7 | Visualizations of data from 1 day (10/03/2015) of SERF dataset. The dotted lines are marking midday and midnight as reference. (A) False-color
Spectrogram; (B) ACI gray-scale spectrogram; (C) ACI time-series and motifs (purple); (D) ENT gray-scale spectrogram; (E) ENT time-series with motifs (blue);
(F) EVN gray- scale spectrogram; (G) EVN time-series with motifs (green).

Although soundscapes are known to vary between different SERE although variation could still be detected. This reflects
environments, major soundtopes (Farina, 2014) were still environmental processes which also vary naturally across days.
expected to be found in both ecosystems (e.g., dawn and For example, areas near urban settlements, such as SERF, traffic
dusk choruses). Daily cycles were evident across the month at  noise can exhibit differences between weekdays and weekends.
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SERF dataset. The lines in the middle going from manual to model labels indicate the misclassification. The accuracy per Class is also shown in the figure.
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Biophony is also expected to change in response to temperature,
rainfall, sunlight, and many other environmental factors that
influence animal behavior (Pijanowski et al., 2011). The
differences found here among and within ecosystems emphasizes
again the importance of labeling motifs by a researcher before
running the algorithm. Each recording will have distinct features
that need to be addressed before data analysis. Furthermore, it
provides an opportunity for the researcher to understand patterns
and to become acquainted with the data specific to the site. It is
also important to keep in mind that like other sampling methods,

acoustic surveys are a snapshot of the moment in which the
recordings were made. In order to track changes and effectively
use this method as a biodiversity monitoring tool, it is important
to establish sampling schemes that can capture different moments
in time so that natural variation can be examined (Metcalf et al.,
2020), as well as man-made impacts.

The labels in this study were generalized, however, future
research could attempt to create more specific categories. At the
same time, we argue that keeping upper levels of categories is
important for model optimization, but it also might be useful
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when comparing results across datasets and studies. For example,
every environment might have different species assemblages
but similar patterns of biophony. For this reason, we believe
the method presented here will help standardize analyses in
ecoacoustics research. Another improvement that can be done is
to assign more than one soundscape category per motif, creating
arank of sound presence. In this way, the misclassifications could
be measured more accurately and potentially improved.

CONCLUSION

Ecoacoustics is a promising tool which is widely used to monitor
biodiversity, and it has increased even more with the advent
of acoustic indices. Nevertheless, until now there has been no
consensus on how to transform acoustic indices into broad,
transferrable ecological information, especially when combining
indices. It is crucial to have an approach that standardizes and
enables rapid assessment of terrestrial soundscapes. Although the
analysis presented here treats indices separately as independent
time series, there is no distinction between them for classification.
This is important because it addresses the narrow assumption
that each index serves as a good proxy for measuring specific
taxonomic groups, and that these relationships will hold in
different contexts. By combining different analysis techniques
(time-series motif discovery and RF model classification), we
were able to label grouped minutes of recordings translating
acoustic indices into important components of the soundscape.
We tested this approach on two datasets acquired using different
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