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The purpose of this study was to analyze the character development of students through the use of the Puppet Sukuraga application. It can be seen that, during the Covid-19 pandemic, fulfilling the affective dimension tended to be ignored by teachers, who instead emphasized the cognitive dimension. In the affective dimension, Puppet Sukuraga is used as a character education tool in the form of applications that can develop students' character. This puppet can also be used on mobile phones by students who understand the Sukuraga wayang in depth. This study uses a mix-method conducted in one of the elementary schools in Indonesia that already uses the Puppet Sukuraga application. The number of participants in this study were two 10 teachers and 60 students in the second grade, so that overall, there were 60 participants. Data is provided in the form of a detailed description of the subject's activities from the subject's perspective through interviews and group discussion forums. Online survey for the descriptive statistical analysis was used and in-depth interviews were also used for teachers and students. It was conducted 45 min before and after learning in class. The results of the study show that the use of the Puppet Sukuraga application can develop students' character, particularly characteristics of tolerance and responsibility. Students' tolerance is more developed, and it can be seen from the attitude of respect for differences in religion, ethnicity, habits, and differences of opinions. The characteristic of responsibility is also more developed, such as being responsible for their duties in doing homework, being responsible for carrying out the teacher's orders, and being responsible for carrying out useful activities. This research has implications for elementary school teachers in Indonesia during the limited online and face-to-face learning period. It can be concluded that the cultural values on the Sukuraga Puppet Application can help teachers in schools teach students about character enhancement.
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INTRODUCTION

There is a general agreement in the field of education that shows that the affective dimension is ignored by some teachers in schools (Carlsen, 2019). The affective dimension is the basis of students who have an influence on their presence in the social environment, this character is seen as very important to anticipate the phenomenon of “social relationship inclusion” as a consequence of physical and social situations and social separation from others. Socio-psychological phenomena are seen as variables of self-orientation, distraction, friction, and inactivity (Walker, 2020). This is the reason why character education is very important to be applied in elementary schools because it is to revive the character of the Indonesian nation's children which has begun to fade (Shoshani, 2019). Long-distance character education must be carried out on a massive scale; the implementation of character education in elementary schools is predicted to be the answer to social problems that exist in society (Foley, 2016).

A good national character must be formed and educated as early as possible so that the community is ready to instill good traits and behavior from an early age to reduce the number of antisocial cases. This is a portrait of the declining character of the nation, especially the characteristics of tolerance and responsibility (Gander et al., 2021). Based on the Government Decree (2021) regarding Guidelines for the Implementation of Learning in the Pandemic Period, learning is carried out in a limited face-to-face manner where some students study at home and some study at school. As result of offline observations in schools, teachers still need learning media that can be used in class or home. Teachers in the class find problems of intolerance, dishonesty, lack of responsibility, and lack of discipline (Sarkadi et al., 2020a).

Solutions to this problem include giving reprimands and advice, instilling an attitude of honesty in students, the teacher's firm attitude to students, internalizing character values into daily behavior through the training process both inside and outside the classroom as well as eye contact, and lessons and books or rewards for students which can later be conveyed to parents regarding students' attitudes toward responsibility (Cohen, 2016; Jones, 2018; Juliana Jaya et al., 2020). This effort can be a reference or follow-up for teachers and parents in the process of developing character in students and their surroundings. Quality characteristics must be taught from an early age, especially in elementary school-age children. Some of the characteristics that need to be instilled in children are moral norms and values such as honesty, discipline, independence, hard work, creativity, respect for others, responsibility, love for the homeland, leadership, and justice (Thumel et al., 2020).

Educating students to have good morals does not need to imitate external values. It is because the values that exist outside are not necessarily compatible with our nation, because every nation has its own culture. Puppets are a part of the nation's cultural heritage that must be preserved by the Indonesian people (Fredin and Jogmark, 2017; Campbell, 2018). Its use as a medium of character education can be a component in supporting the formation of the character of the nation's children while maintaining its existence as a national culture. The value of character education in wayang shows has recently faded because it is only character tourism in the words of the puppeteer, but not in the whole wayang show. This often happens because wayang performances have shifted from rituals aimed at entertainment (Fajrie et al., 2021).

Previous research using wayang can develop children's language development even in the form of finger puppets (Domek et al., 2020). Further research has been conducted by Wins (2020) who showed that hybrid character education through the use of puppet media can develop one's personality (Wiśniewska, 2020). By empowering the use of wayang in learning, such as wayang sukuraga, it is hoped that later our generation will recognize, understand, and appreciate their own culture and creativity. All of that is important for the formation of national identity because it is a process of nation regeneration (Halimah et al., 2020). Puppet Sukuraga as an original Indonesian puppet has differences from other puppets in Indonesia. As a result of media development research, Wayang Sukraga is present in the form of an application that can be downloaded via the Google Playstore. With the development of technology, wayang that used to be a character that was watched live can now be developed through technology so that it can be watched directly through a cellphone or computer. It is hoped that this application can help teachers in teaching character education in schools that are held with limited face-to-face and hybrid learning. In 2015, Puppet Sukuraga was used as a “Media Character Education” by the Governor of West Java (Williamson, 2014; Shipper, 2016; Hijjas, 2017). However, the reality is that there are still many teachers, students, and Indonesian people who are not familiar with Puppet Sukuraga, especially in a digital form. The main obstacle in its use is the main factor that students cannot access it because not all students have cell phones. Only on Saturdays are they allowed to bring cellphones. With mobile phones, it is intended that students can immediately adapt to Puppet Sukuraga, but the teacher can present it on a computer and display it as the focus for learning in class. Each application certainly has its weaknesses, so in the Puppet Sukuraga digital application, there are still many shortcomings because it is in the development stage. Based on the above background, the formulation of the problem in this study is: How is the Puppet Sukuraga application used as a learning media in developing the character?



LITERATURE REVIEW


Character Building

In general, education is a deliberate effort, namely a way to change the attitudes and behavior of individuals or several people to become adults through training and teaching efforts, processes, methods, and actions to educate. Education is the addition of knowledge in one's life as an experience, as well as the process of changing one's behavior and attitude (Halimah et al., 2020; Sarkadi et al., 2020b). Education is also one of the pillars that contribute to the progress of the nation. The character of people will determine the existence of a nation that must be owned and determined because a nation with a strong character will succeed in becoming a respected and dignified nation (Berkowitz et al., 2020).

National education is tasked with developing capabilities and shaping the character and civilization of the life of the state, to develop the potential of scholars to become citizens. who are religious, have a noble character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become democratic and responsible citizens (Riany et al., 2017; Palar and Rasiah, 2019; Syafrini et al., 2020). This is based on the purpose of the law that education in Indonesia focuses on the development of character education, so character education becomes an important thing. Character education is an effort to get used to good things so that students can do something by acting and talking about personality values.

The character itself comes from the Greek, namely Charassein, which means character, from the word to carve (carve), just as humans who are carving stone or metal and painted paper. Seeing from the previous understanding that character is defined as a special characteristic or sign, therefore an opinion is born that character is a form of behavior that has individual or individual characteristics and affects a person's moral state or actions (Bohlin et al., 2001). The character can be a core of kindness (Walker, 2020). It can be concluded that the purpose of character education itself is for students to have basic knowledge, personality, intelligence, noble character, and skills so that they can live independently and be able to follow further education. The main goal of character education is to form a society that has a noble character, is tough, has good or bad considerations, is competitive, works together, has a stand, is loving to the homeland, easily adapts to surrounding conditions, and reviews science and technology (Palar and Rasiah, 2019).

Character education is an effort to build character (character building), carve and shape the soul to be unique, interesting, and different from others like letters between the alphabet; that is how people with personalities are distinguished from one another (Casmana et al., 2022). In line with Willibald who said that strengths of character are personality characteristics that contribute to the fulfillment that comprises a good life, for the self and others, character education can also be referred to as moral education, value education, affective world education, or character education (Prasetiyo et al., 2020). Educating students to have good morals does not need to imitate external values (Brookes, 2003). Because the values that exist outside are not necessarily compatible with our nation, because every nation has its own culture. Paul (2019) said that character education is not just an illusion but requires consequences in carrying it out so that it requires a support system based on the culture around us.

Character education is the creation of a faculty environment that assists students in the development of ethics and good responsibility through universal values. These character values must be instilled in students so that they are ready to apply them in family, school, their community, and country so that they can contribute. A good childhood is a childhood full of good memories in which one maintains relationships. A solid relationship with friends is always the starting point to sculpt an identity that embodies an expanded perspective on caring for others, a sense of efficacy, and a fundamental commitment to moral issues (Walker, 2020). Based on several character values, it is important to develop character education, namely character education in tolerance and responsibility.

According to Wintersteiner (2019), tolerance education advocates for a culture of peace that involves developing and maintaining positive relationships, social responsibility, and ethical maturity in the adoption of social behavior and relationships (Riany et al., 2017). This tolerance can be done by respecting, not discriminating or not offending existing differences. To teach character education to students, teachers need not only need material but also learning media, so that students find it easier to understand and teachers find it easy to implement. Tolerance education for a culture of peace involves developing and maintaining positive relationships, social responsibility, and ethical maturity in the adoption of social behavior and relationships (Halimah et al., 2020). Lynch stated that the character of responsibility is the attitude and behavior of each individual to carry out his duties and obligations that must be carried out toward oneself, society, the environment (nature, social and culture), the state, and God. Educational institutions often wipe out social life through educational media that contain the values of the nation's character. One of the media forms that will be used for national character education is through a cultural strategy because local culture contains multicultural moral and spiritual values (Sumadi et al., 2021). Teaching the character of tolerance and responsibility in schools can be done through lectures, demonstrations, and supporting media. In addition, one way that can be done is through wayang; wayang is typical of Indonesian culture in the form of dolls played on a white screen. One of the characteristics of the wayang in this study is the “Wayang Sukuraga”; this wayang is a wayang that is characterized by the members of the human body. The story in the wayang sukuraga discusses how we always tolerate differences in nature, habits, and hobbies, which are reflected in each character of each character in the wayang. Puppet sukuraga is not only understood as a form of performing arts that emphasizes aesthetic aspects, but is also scientific, and contains values, moral messages, and character education that academically becomes part of learning.

In the wayang sukuraga, many moral messages are obtained because in the wayang sukuraga each character can be a reflection or representation of attitudes, character, and human character in general. The philosophy of characterization that uses body parts proves how we as humans must be able to be responsible for what God has given by maintaining and caring for it as well as possible (Sarkadi et al., 2020). Learning activities using the application can be seen below.

Seeing the current reality, wayang Sukuraga is often used as a medium for strengthening the values of the nation's character which must involve strengthening the values of goodness (ethical values). It should also be considered how the various symptoms of ethical decline and low respect for values that are often found in every aspect of life, especially in elementary schools (Moffat et al., 2019). In elementary schools, to strengthen the meaning of character values conveyed through wayang sukuraga, what must be done is to align the stories told with today's realities, especially regarding things that exist in elementary schools, so that students can understand and interpret what is meant by being responsible, such as how a student is responsible for the tasks they do as a student reflects the relationship between humans and humans, humans and the environment, humans and nature, and humans and God.



Sukuraga Puppet

The Puppet Sukuraga's philosophy was begun in Jakarta by Effendi in 1987 when he made paintings of living creatures. When he was painting his grandfather spoke to Effendi: “if you paint, the painting that is alive later the painting you make will ask to be revived.” After hearing his grandfather speak like that, Effendi was shocked and scared so Effendi looked for a solution to solve the problem. Effendi thought and found a solution, namely by no longer painting whole creatures but instead by painting human body parts which are divided into several parts in each painting. So the beginning of the creation of this Sukuraga puppet came from Effendi's fear after hearing his grandfather's words (Cohen, 2017). Sukuraga comes from two words, namely tribe and body. Tribe has the meaning of part or also called member while the body has the meaning of body. This Sukuraga puppet is used as a medium for conveying goodness because this Sukuraga puppet contains advice so that we as humans must know ourselves better and must be grateful for what we have, including our body parts which must be used for good things as an expression of our feelings of gratitude (Hijjas, 2017). This Sukuraga puppet is based on the Al-Quran Surah Yasin: 65 and Surah Annur: 24. Humans are made as leaders or puppeteers, while body members carry out their roles. So, whatever is done by the parts of the body depends on how humans as leaders direct it. Every member of our body will surely be responsible in the last day. So, we as humans must regulate our body parts to do good. Wayang sukuraga are puppets in the form of limbs and the characters of the wayang sukuraga are taken from the parts of the human body. The stories and characterizations of the Sukuraga puppets are taken from everyday life. The figures of wayang sukuraga are part of humans and have their own meanings contained in each character (Cohen, 2017). According to Effendi, there are nine figures of wayang sukuraga, namely eyes, nose, mouth, ears, hands, breasts, genitals, anus, and feet. In Effendi's own opinion, every character in the wayang sukuraga discusses the parts of the human body who often work without thinking about what they are doing. Sometimes our body members work according to their desires so that in their work they are beyond the control of their mind, for example, the mouth should be used to give advice, but when following the desires, the mouth is used to talk about other people (Syafrini et al., 2020).

The Sukuraga puppet has nine characters with the following charactersistic: (1) Ma Ata and Pa Anon have bad characteristics, namely they like to peek and see things that are prohibited but the eyes also have good characteristics, namely they like to learn, read, and observe. Panona always remembers her responsibilities as a character who must carry out her function to use it in activities that benefit him. (2) Pa Ngambung has the nature of recognizing smells and likes to inhale; it is described how Irungna always keeps the smell even though it smells bad. This teaches us to always tolerate the condition of the air/smell around us. (3) Bi Iwir has a good character, namely, likes to give advice, likes to tell, and likes to give support. Bi Iwir's tolerance is very high because he realizes that hurting other people's feelings is more difficult to treat. Bi Iwir's bad characteristics involve lying, talking about other people, slandering, and cursing people. (4) Ceu Eli has an obedient characteristic and has a tolerance for listening to other people's opinions or advice even though he often hears things that are forbidden. (5) Pa Nangan is divided into two; there is a right hand and a left hand. The character of Pa Nangan always gives and is responsible for looking after his twin brother who often steals and is easy-going. (6) Kudu Leumpang is a human intermediary to achieve a goal because to achieve the process of success, humans are faced with competition and struggle. (7) Kang Joed, Vagi, and Pani are vital human tools that teach early sex education from an early age so that there is no sexual abuse of children. The characteristics of these three characters are personalities who are responsible for maintaining self-respect wherever they are and keeping themselves from living freely before marriage. Meanwhile, the forms of the six puppet media figures that are often used during performances are Ma Ata/Pa Anon, Bi Iwir, Pa Ngambung, Ceu Eli, Kudu Leumpang, and Leungka. The other three puppet figures, namely the breasts, genitals, and anus, in the wayang sukuraga characters have no shape because the three characters are sensitive and only exist in a story (Winangun Persada, 2018).



The Sukuraga Puppet Application as a Learning Media

The research was carried out by Camilleri on “the case of puppet and material performance,” that puppets can be played by the dalang if there is a social emotional connection from within the dalang, so that the audience can feel that connection (Karolčík et al., 2016). While Halimah et al. (2020) said that, in early childhood education classrooms, wayang is always a success.e Puppets can be an important and effective tool for storytellers in keeping children's attention, engaging children to listen, and providing visual and kinesthetic experiences. Puppets can help bridge the gap between teaching and entertaining children (Halimah et al., 2020). From the research conducted by Camilleri and Leli, it was concluded that wiyang in early education can help learning because it is effective and interesting for students so that students ' emotional, kinesthetic, and visual intelligence increases. Ethnopedagogic and historical learning through wayang in hybrid learning during a pandemic really helps educators to develop the values that exist in wayang itself (Ludvigson et al., 2021).

In line with the research conducted by Olivia in the use of wayang in early childhood learning, she concluded that wayang is an interesting creative art because it contains social and educational elements. According to Ewing Ewing (2020), creative puppets offer children experiences with various forms and methods of creating, sharing, and expressing meaning. By participating in the art process children can respond through movement, song, drawing, and other forms to express themselves more completely to their educators and caregivers. Studies have also linked exposure to dance, music, and drama in early years with social and academic outcomes (Nurgiyantoro, 2011).

Meanwhile, Effendi as the maker of the Sukuraga Puppet tries to present his wayang in a digital form so that the purpose of making the Sukuraga puppet is to know yourself before knowing others. The great responsibility of a human being for himself is the main goal of creating this wayang, while the purpose of making wayang in the form of application is to expand the trust that God has entrusted to him to remind himself and others to always use their body parts for good deeds (Zid et al., 2020). The form of the Sukuraga puppet application is felt to be very helpful for teachers to develop student character values during the pandemic. This is because teachers need learning media in the form of applications that can be given when distance learning or face-to-face is limited. Greve argues that the use of digital media not only provides new opportunities in the context of learning ….”(Thumel et al., 2020). The Sukuraga puppets contained in the Playstore application have many benefits, especially for learning in elementary schools. According to Effenddi (2020) there is nothing wrong if elementary school students learn to use the sukuraga puppet because with this application means students can learn while playing, especially if the learning is combined with making narratives. The use of wayang is not only done directly but also through the application contained in the playstore so that every age group can do it.



Student at Elementary School

According to Vygotsky, for learning to be meaningful, it needs to be designed and developed based on the condition of students as learning subjects and the socio-cultural community in which students live (Agussalim et al., 2021). Characteristics of students are very important to be known by educators, because it is very important to be used as a reference in formulating teaching strategies. Education can take place anywhere, formally or informally. According to John Dewey, education is a process of experience. Because life is growth, education means helping human inner growth without being limited by age. In Indonesia at this time, elementary school age children are educated from 6 years to 12 years. Psychologically, this period is categorized as Late Childhood. The educators of this period refer to them as “Elementary School Age” while psychologists call it the “Group Age” or “Adjustment Period.” The Elementary School Period is a period of school harmony, meaning that children are eager for school. The criteria for school compatibility are as follows.

According to Preston, elementary school-age children have the following characteristics: (1) Children respond (pay attention) to various aspects of the world around them. Children spontaneously pay attention to events and objects around them. They have broad interests and spread around their environment; (2) Children are investigators. Children have the urge to investigate and find out for themselves the things they want to know; (3) Children want to perform, the characteristic of children is that they always want to do something, they want to be active, learn, and act; (4) Children have a strong interest in small or detailed things that are often less important/meaningful; and (5) Children are rich in imagination (Olsen et al., 2018).

Regarding the atmosphere in schools, there are a number of characteristics that can be identified in elementary school students based on the classes in elementary schools. Characteristics in the Low Grade Period of elementary school or Grades 1,2, and 3, are that: (1) there is a strong relationship between physical condition and school achievement; (2) they like to receive praise; (3) If they cannot get something done, it is considered unimportant (4); they like to compare themselves with other children in terms that benefit them; and (5) they like to belittle other people. According to Jean Piaget, elementary school students (7–12 years old) are at a concrete operational stage. Therefore, the teacher must be able to design learning that can arouse student interest, for example, the learning time is not too long, learning events must vary, and last but not least the presentation must be made interesting for students. This is done because children's attention at that age level is still easy to switch, meaning that within a certain period of time the child's attention can be attracted to many things.

Another trait in children is that their attention is often focused on the immediate environment. This closeness can be direct or indirect. It is direct, for example, when in seeing an airplane they will be more interested in its shape and color than its function, meaning that in understanding a concept, children are more interested in the form of concrete objects. Likewise, mediated experiences will draw children's attention, for example reading material, stories, TV shows can bring children closer to the wider world (Vidergor, 2021).

In general, children are more interested in moving objects, as a result, children want to know the causes of something happening. Curiosity is actually the initial motion to learn and the impetus to explore the world around them. The act of exploration will spur children to keep looking until their curiosity is satisfied. With this trait, children usually have high abilities and have broad insight. Elementary school age children have a tendency to move a lot. In order to accommodate for this desire to move, it is necessary to have good planning. It should be noted that motion is not only physical, but the movement or activeness of the mind is also important. Thinking activities can be accompanied by physical movement and also accompanied by thinking movements; for example, students who are looking for data in the field need a lot of physical movement. While students who are working on questions do not need to read aloud, but they are actively thinking calmly. This is actually a child experiencing mental activity. Thus, the activity or experience is very useful in learning. Experience is preparation for real life in society.

Lower grade elementary school children have different characteristics from high grade elementary school children. Characteristics of children in the lower grades of elementary school include: a strong relationship between physical condition and school achievement; likes to praise oneself; if unable to complete a task or work, the task or work is considered unimportant; likes to compare himself with other children, if it is to his advantage; and like to belittle other people. On the other hand, the characteristics/characteristics of high-grade elementary school children include: their attention is focused on everyday practical life; curious, eager to learn, and realistic; the emergence of interest in special subjects; and children view grades as an appropriate measure of their learning achievement in school (Vidergor, 2021).

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that in general the characteristics of elementary school students include the ability of children to develop from concrete to abstract thought, and children should not be forced to the next stage of development. The child must first understand the material that has been conveyed previously, then the new teacher may proceed to the next stage. In addition, children need learning activities through direct experience because they are suitable for children at the elementary school level through constructivism. Elementary school children are unique. Each child has a different character so that the teacher cannot force a student to do something that the child does not like. Another characteristic of being egocentric is starting to empathize. Most elementary school children still like to be selfish, but eventually the child will realize that they cannot live alone. Therefore, children will understand the importance of helping others in their lives. Furthermore, children need language that is effective and easy to understand. Elementary school students, especially in lower grades, have not mastered a lot of vocabulary, so the language used must be easy to understand for elementary school-aged children. Children also enjoy trying games. In this case, low grade students generally prefer things related to games, while high grade students have high curiosity. Because of their high curiosity, children do not give up easily so they can get what they want. Children prefer visuals (something seen) such as videos or boards (Shoshani, 2019).

Elementary school students' learning must be in accordance with the things that are around them or are concrete. It aims to make it easier for students to understand the material given by the teacher. Children are also actively moving because they have excess energy so they cannot stay still. Then, elementary school students will usually imitate something that is around them, whether it is good or bad for them. They also like to seek attention. Finally, the majority of elementary school students prefer to work together in groups. They prefer to be with their friends than alone.

While the needs of elementary school students are: (1) Elementary school children love to play. These characteristics require elementary school teachers to carry out educational activities that contain more games – especially for the lower classes. Elementary school teachers should design learning models that allow elements of a game in it. Teachers should develop a serious but relaxed teaching model. The preparation of the lesson schedule should be alternated between serious subjects such as Science and Mathematics, with lessons that contain elements of games such as physical education, or Cultural Arts and Skills (SBK); (2) Elementary school children love to move. Adults can sit for hours, while elementary school children can sit quietly for about 30 min at most. Therefore, teachers should design learning models that allow children to move. Telling children to sit neatly for long periods of time is felt by children as torture; (3) Elementary school age children enjoy working in groups. Elementary school age children in their association with peer groups learn important aspects in the socialization process, such as learning to comply with group rules, learning to be loyal to friends, learning not to depend on being accepted by the environment, learning to accept responsibility, learning to compete with other people in a healthy manner (sportsmanship), and learning sports. This carries the implication that teachers must design a group learning model. The teacher can ask students to form groups of 3-4 members to study or complete a task in groups, allow children to work or study in groups, and learn about justice and democracy Elementary school children enjoy feeling or doing/demonstrating something live. From the theory of cognitive development, elementary school children enter the concrete operational stage. From what they learn at school, they learn to connect new concepts with old concepts. Based on this experience, students form concepts about numbers, space, time, bodily functions, gender roles, morals, and so on. For elementary school children, the teacher's explanation of the subject matter will be better understood if the child does it themselves, as well as by setting an example for adults. Thus, the teacher should design a learning model that allows children to be directly involved in the learning process. For example, children will understand more about the cardinal directions, by taking the child directly out of the classroom, then pointing directly at each direction of the wind (Aragona-Young and Sawyer, 2018; Vidergor, 2021).

From the theoretical explanation above, the Sukuraga wayang media in the form of applications is expected to be suitable in developing student character because this media can help elementary school students in learning the characteristics or characteristics of elementary school students who need to play and learn by using objects that can be directly demonstrated either individually as well as in groups. The growth process is the process of adjusting to each phase and adding skills in a person's development through education. Character formation in formal education in schools can be done in the learning process by inserting values based on local wisdom. According to Darder (2011), education based on local wisdom is education that teaches students to always be concrete with what they face. In his book Cultural Action for Freedom (1970), he mentions that by being confronted with concrete problems and situations, students will be increasingly challenged to respond critically. Therefore, it is necessary to integrate knowledge with local wisdom. This is in addition to being a characteristic of a nation (Garzon et al., 2018; Freire, 2021).




METHOD


Research Design

The research method used is mixed-method research design. Cresswell stated that the combined research method (mixed methods) is a research method that combines quantitative methods with qualitative methods to be used together in a research activity, in order to obtain more comprehensive, valid, reliable, and objective data (Cohen et al., 2002; Cohen, 2007). The combination of qualitative and quantitative methods in this study provides maximum results regarding the perceptions of teachers and students when using the Sukuraga puppet application. In the quantitative process, the data obtained are used to obtain general perceptions about the use of the application in studying the values of the character of tolerance and responsibility. After obtaining general perceptions, in order to obtain answers about the reasons for the method being used, qualitative methods were used, so that the results obtained can be maximized. To be able to understand in more detail about the use of the mixed method, you can see the flowchart below:

This research was conducted in an elementary school in a city in Indonesia. In the initial study, a literature study and setting selection were given. Literature study was conducted to explore the theoretical constructs of character education as a provision of research styles that would be developed further. Primary data sources during this research were teachers and students, while secondary data, among others, came from school committees and indigenous community leaders. In addition, documents were also used. Participant data is attached below:

The online survey was used to see the general trends of students' opinions when using the Sukuraga Puppet. In addition, the general view of the teachers were also needed to see how they used the application during the learning process. After obtaining the general view, selected participants were interviewed. Interviews were conducted to find out the extent of the impact of using the Puppet Sukuraga application to develop students' character. The questions given to the teacher included the media used in classroom learning, the media used specifically for character learning, and character values that have been seen in the classroom. While the questions given to students were on how they felt after knowing the wayang sukuraga in the form of an application, the content they liked the most in the application, the knowledge they got from the wayang sukuraga application, the wayang figures they liked, the puppet figures that inspired them, and others. This study involved children under the age of 17 years, so the researcher had obtained permission from the students' parents in the form of a consent form.



Research Procedures

The instrument development procedure carried out in this study included those proposed by James. The instrument in this study was the researcher himself for collecting observational data, interviews, and documentation studies to collect data (Creswell, 2014). In accordance with the problems studied, this grid was made to see the implementation of the use of the Sukuraga puppet application on the character of tolerance and responsibility of grade 2 elementary school students. In making this instrument, the researcher made instrument indicators in the form of a questionnaire with a scale of 1–5. Based on the source of the instrument development, it can be seen in the table as follows:

Table 3 is an indicator of tolerance to measure the increase in students' tolerance character. The results obtained by students are made in the form of values with the following calculations:

Table 4 is an indicator of tolerance to measure the increase in the character of student responsibility. The results obtained by students are made in the form of scores with the following calculations:

Table 5 is an indicator of teacher activities carried out using the puppet sukuraga application to develop student character. The measurement of success is carried out using a Likert scale in the form of “Yes” and “No” answers and then accumulated into a score. Below are the success criteria.

This research is said to be successful if the social skills of students experience positive changes in increasing each indicator of the character of tolerance and responsibility in learning. This change is indicated by an increase in the percentage of students' social attitude questionnaires in learning reaching 80% of the class benchmark value, which is 70. Thus, this classroom action research can be stopped if the results of the acquisition of the percentage of students' social skills reach the predetermined category (Figure 2, Tables 1-5).


Table 1. Describes the indicators of tolerance and responsibility along with learning activities in the classroom.

[image: Table 1]


Table 2. The characteristics of research participants.

[image: Table 2]


Table 3. The tolerance value indicators.

[image: Table 3]


Table 4. Responsibility character indicator.

[image: Table 4]


Table 5. Indicators and learning activities.

[image: Table 5]


Table 6. Success criteria.

[image: Table 6]



Data Analysis Technique

The data analysis process is carried out continuously, both in the field and outside the sector. Analysis is done by organizing, sorting, grouping, coding, and categorizing information. Then, look for cultural themes that can be the main target of research. The main target of this research is deepened through further observation and interviews. During this analysis, it is the information that speaks and therefore the researcher does not interpret. If there is an interpretation, it is the result of the informant's observations and interpretations (Lima et al., 2021).




RESULTS

Character education and responsibility are very important to be developed in schools, especially elementary schools. This is because it will have an impact on the future of the nation, especially during a pandemic, as teachers tend to pay more attention to the cognitive domain compared to the psychomotor and affective domains, especially in character education. At the beginning of the study, when the researcher observed the character of responsibility and tolerance in the research, it was very clear that the teacher was more focused on pursuing learning material than paying attention to changes in attitudes that occurred in the classroom. The learning activities took place in an orderly manner, but the researchers still saw commotion, mocking each other, caring about the cleanliness of the class, unfinished work because they were busy paying attention to the faults of the theme, and other issues. This study aims to analyze the use of Puppet Sukuraga in the form of applications in elementary schools. The research flow begins by collecting data on teachers, students, and principals in an elementary school in grade 2. The data is in the form of interviews and documentation in the form of photos.


Tolerance and Responsibility

Tolerance can be described as one of the attitudes that must be shared by all individuals and groups who live side by side. Because this attitude means that social integrity is shared among individuals in society, therefore the manifestation of this attitude of tolerance must always be maintained in the form of activities and practices in everyday life. To develop the character of tolerance, one way is to use the puppet sukuraga application. Before students get to know the application, students are not introduced to digital- based media (Casmana et al., 2022). They are very enthusiastic to see this apikasi. The development of students' tolerance character through the puppet sukuraga application has increased, at the beginning before this application was used there were still some students who mocked each other. The figure below shows the activities that teacher N uses to solve this problem.

Teacher N invites them to learn about Sukuraga in the character features of the Bi Iwir/Mulutna character. Excerpts from interviews with Teacher N:

“At the beginning I invited all students who witnessed the commotion between students G and L by listening to the story in the application, then continued with the case of student G who almost every day mocked student L because student L has parents who work as Tempers” teacher interview 1

Based on the results of interviews with teacher 1, this incident occurred when student L had a father who was a tempe trader, while student G had a family economic situation that exceeded his friend's because he had a father with a job as a company director. The difference in the economy caused them to mock each other. Then the teacher asked them to get to know the character in the application named Bi Iwir/Mulutna. The character Bi Iwir/Mouthna is the character who plays the noisiest role, meaning the character who talks the most, but Bi Iwir does not like to talk impolitely, Bi Iwir always reminds other characters of tolerance between others, reminds them of the truth, and invites kindness. Character image seen below (Figure 3):

Based on the results of interviews with teacher 1, after they got to know the story and the Sukuraga puppet character named Bi Iwir, they realized that their mouths should be used properly, and helped students whose father was a tempe maker by saying sorry and not repeating his actions. They are aware of the differences between them not to distance themselves from each other but to strengthen each other. The teacher's activities can be seen in the photo below (Figure 4):

In addition to cases of intolerance in terms of ridicule due to differences in economic status, the next instance of intolerance occurs due to differences in physical limitations in the Teacher S class, as shown in the following interview results:

“Student C accepts student D who has physical limitations to play together, because at the beginning student C didn't want to be friends with student D who was deaf and hard to talk to”

“We as teachers are very sad and invite them to make puppets together using paper” teacher interview 4

This case occurred because student C felt annoyed with student D because every time he was spoken to, he was always silent and could not be invited to communicate. Then student C got angry and spoke in a loud voice until student D left. Finally, student D cried and did not want to be friends with student C. Then Teacher 4 shows the puppet character Ceu Eli, this character teaches us to use our ears by listening to good things because it is a great gift to have perfect ears. But a friend who does not have perfect ears does not mean he can't be invited to play, this character teaches students to strengthen each other with the differences around them, meaning that we must have an attitude of tolerance so that we can cover up the imperfections of our friends. Ce u Eli's character in the application can be seen in the image below.

Ce Euli's character has the character of always listening to parents' advice, listening to good words, and faithfully listening to friends' complaints, even though Ce Eui has bad qualities such as often listening to other people's conversations. The attitude of tolerance is exemplified in this character, even though he likes to listen to other people's conversations he does not tell anyone what he was listening to. This means that in addition to teaching tolerance, this character teaches how we must protect the news we hear so that there is no misunderstanding and chaos. Then the next case occurred in a different class where there was a case of physical intolerance, as the following interview results:

Student F has a bone disorder so that his legs are not perfect. Almost all of his friends gave him the name “The Lame.” This resulted in only 1 friend who approached him. Student H wants to get along because he has an older brother with imperfect feet. Student H is used to it. Teacher Interview 3

The foot imperfection that occurs in student F is due to birth. Meanwhile, his family's economic situation is also lacking. Student H had been friends since they were in the same class before. The teacher puts them in the same class at the next level so that F still has friends. Student F does not have perfect feet, but he is good at coloring and drawing so he always wins when he joins a drawing competition. The teacher empowered student F's passion by inviting F and other students to color Kudu Leumpang. Then the teacher made a photo from the results of coloring and showed it to the focus screen. At that time, all of F's friends gave a plus for F's work. They were proud and praised student F. A surprising comment was that one of the students said:

“It's great, F even though the legs are not like us, but the picture is the best among the tips” teacher interview 5

After that the teacher shows Kudu Leumpang in the application. The teacher shouted that this incident was a form of intolerance because they did not understand the differences that God gave us, there must be a lesson. F with his limitations is able to draw and color Kudu Leumpang beautifully. Kudu Leumpang teaches us that God gives us feet as a foundation to step through the process of life, where we will surely meet differences wherever we live. For that we must maintain an attitude of tolerance Imperfections that God gives in the form of fidic to others, of course, we also have limitations in other things. Then the researcher conducted interviews with student F after knowing the character of Kudu Leumpang. The results of the interview are as follows:

During this time, I sometimes get angry with God because of my physical limitations, but today I am grateful that these physical limitations make me even more enthusiastic to always excel because I am aware that other people also have limitations in other forms. F student interview

The results of interviews with teachers and students in this event show that the Wayang Sukuraga helps in learning the characteristic of tolerance. Tolerance comes in terms of accepting differences in physical, economic, and family backgrounds. Tolerance teaches that being open-minded and accepting the shortcomings and strengths of others in life is necessary so that life takes place comfortably (Berkowitz et al., 2020). With tolerance, humans can live complementary, as well as what is desired in making this puppet; each member of the body must complement each other's shortcomings and strengths so that humans can live life with activities that are useful for themselves and their environment. Meanwhile, the results of interviews with schoolteacher are as follows:

“From my discussions with teachers through discussion group forums, we as educators find this application very helpful. This application helps teachers solve cases of intolerance in the classroom, such as often found children who still insult each other, have not been able to accept differences and have not felt that tolerance is needed by humans to maintain comfort. helps teachers in using learning media in class and can be repeated at home, this application reminds ourselves to always take care of our body members by using them for activities that are beneficial to ourselves and the environment around us.” Teacher 2 Interview

The 10 questions answered by the principal show that the application of the wayang sukuraga can develop the character of students, especially in terms of the characteristics of tolerance and responsibility. The principal really appreciates and is happy with the presence of this application in learning at school because it can help teachers in developing tolerance characteristic education in those who have not used the media. According to him, in schools tolerance learning is more about the habit of praying together and ceremonies and through the lecture method. It is rare that media can be used to develop character, moreover this media is a development of the local Sukabumi culture. Meanwhile, the representative of the school committee revealed that:

“This application helps my children forget about other games that are on their cellphones, they are happy to be able to play puppets in digital form, play roles, and sing meaningful folk songs. The song about the ear is a very good song because the song strengthens the function of the ear for children to always listen to the advice or words of their parents. At first they asked why the shape of the Sukuraga puppet is a part of the human body, but they finally understood that every part of our body must work together in carrying out activities, each member of the body has its own responsibility, hopefully the features can be further developed so that children can play while studying” (28 September 2021)

Singing in digital is in the knowledge feature, as shown below (Figure 6):

The song in the literary feature illustrates that the ears were given by God to listen to good things such as listening to teachers while studying, listening to parents' advice, listening to differences of opinion, listening to friends' complaints, and others. In terms of listening to differences of opinion, the advice of older people teaches us that we must have an attitude of tolerance to parents or teachers and, even though we do not want to listen to it, we still respect it. Based on the results of the interview above, we can conclude that tolerance is indispensable in our lives. The Puppet Sukuraga media in the form of an application really helps teachers in developing the character of tolerance. Teaching in the classroom based on the Puppet Sukraga media and the teacher's shrewdness in linking cases with this media greatly helps the development of student tolerance. This is in line with Francis et al. (2018), who showed that to teach and develop character education requires media, methods, and teacher expertise in providing examples and cooperation with school residents to maintain student character in tolerance. Because the character of tolerance is not only taught but requires habituation and application both at home, at school, and in the community (Bacon et al., 2021).

Character development is certainly a major concern in relation to the 2013 curriculum. Responsibility is a state where you have to bear everything. Therefore, accountability is the obligation to bear all and be accountable for the intentional or unintentional acts or actions of a person, based on the acknowledgment of all actions and their consequences for the benefit of others. Responsibility arises because humans live in society and live in a natural environment that requires them not to do what they want to create harmony and balance between humans and God, humans and humans, and humans and nature. Responsibility has a quality that has become part of human life or has become fundamentally important. Everyone has this quality. It is always there in humans, because not everyone can be separated from the life around them. It requires attention and responsibility. As a result, each individual has a different frequency of obligations (Figures 1-9).


[image: Figure 1]
FIGURE 1. The 6 characteristics of Sukuraga Puppets.



[image: Figure 2]
FIGURE 2. The mix-method flow chart of the research.



[image: Figure 3]
FIGURE 3. Bi Iwir/the mouth character in the character feature application.



[image: Figure 4]
FIGURE 4. Learning activities using the Puppet Sukuraga application.



[image: Figure 5]
FIGURE 5. Ceu Eli's character in the Sukuraga Puppet application character features.



[image: Figure 6]
FIGURE 6. Ear songs in the Literature feature in the Sukuraga Puppet application.



[image: Figure 7]
FIGURE 7. The Wayang Socana/Pa Anon character in the Sukuraga Puppet application.



[image: Figure 8]
FIGURE 8. Leungka figures in the Puppet Sukuraga application.



[image: Figure 9]
FIGURE 9. Quiz feature in the Puppet Sukuraga application.


The Sukuraga puppet was deliberately created with the aim of conveying moral messages in character education. It also reminds us that we as humans have a responsibility to function properly using our body parts. Looking back at the problems that occur in schools, of course wayang sukuraga can help provide character education for students. The problems at school from the results, observations, and interviews as well as documents in the form of photos are described as follows. The first problem was present at the beginning before the Puppet Sukuraga application was used as a learning medium; some teachers complained that the homework that students did in online learning was often done by their parents, so that students did not understand the concept because they were accustomed to not having responsibility for their work. This is reinforced by the following interview results:

“I am disappointed with the results of the homework during the pandemic, the homework is done by their parents. Besides that, they are not honest in saying that it is not the result of their hard work.” Teacher interview 2 (1 Oktober 2021)

This makes teachers have to repeat learning and assignments at school. The responsibility of the students is low. Students also feel certain that the teacher will forgive them because of the limitations of the situation. The situation during the pandemic with the background of family differences is very influential on learning outcomes and students' sense of responsibility. The teacher tried other alternative activities by giving additional assignments, but it was still found that the students were less responsible. Then the teacher gives the Puppet Sukuraga application to help learning. The teacher introduces the character Panona as shown below:

The teacher explains the character features in Socana/Pa Anon who have bad traits like peeking and seeing things that are forbidden, while his good nature likes to study and observe. Pa Anon in eliminating his bad nature diverts the desire to peek or see things that are not good by learning seriously through reading activities, both reading books and reading those around us. After getting to know this character, most of the students began to honestly say that the homework was done by their parents. Their parents are too busy with work to do their work online at home. Students begin to realize that their attitude of responsibility must be improved, they start doing their homework on their own, even though there are less results, the teacher emphasizes learning from mistakes The next case is in a different class; student J fights with student M, because M has stolen his pocket money. M's habit is to steal because M comes from a poor family, sometimes M doesn't have money for snacks, so sometimes M asks J for money. According to J:

“I often asked M to return his pocket money but J insisted, this happened not only once so he felt annoyed. But M did not accept because J also promised that if he helped J in completing his homework, M would be given money as a token of gratitude.” Interview students 9 and 12 (8 Oktober 2021)

Students are introduced to the character Leuangka in the application, at the beginning they do not want to see it but the teacher tries to invite them starting with the story in the wayang Sukuraga, where Leuangka is the most responsible character in terms of overcoming problems in story conflicts. The figure of Leungka is shown below.

In terms of fighting, the character of the hands and feet in the wayang sukuraga also gives a moral message to always use our hands for good things such as alms, helping people, and more. The character of the feet in the tribal wayang also gives a moral message to use the feet to step toward a place that can help achieve goals. Meanwhile, the results of interviews and pictures from the principal of the school conducted online via google meet are summarized below:

“The atmosphere in the classroom that is guided by the teacher in the use of the Sukuraga wayang application is different from before. The responsibilities of students who are complained about by the teachers begin to decrease after students understand their responsibilities ” Teacher Interview (7 November 2021)

The photo shows the activities carried out by researchers to explore information on the impact of using the Wyang Sukuraga application. The principal feels that there is a difference in the character of student responsibility after using this application. It is proven that complaints from teachers about the lack of character of student responsibility are starting to decrease.

Furthermore, the Quiz feature is part of the application that is very popular with students because they are not only directed to think before acting, but also experience the comments expressed by the teacher. The following is a picture of the Quiz feature and the results of interviews with teachers.

Excerpts from the interview with the Class 2 Committee are summarized as follows:

“The Quiz feature is a feature that students have been waiting for. Students at the beginning were introduced to all the features in the application, but the Quiz feature I showed at the end. My class becomes quieter because of using this medium. because of their discipline after using the application, they are more confident with the results of their work, are responsible for carrying out tasks, both independently and collectively after getting to know this application.” Committee Interview 2

The quiz feature in this application relates to the responsibilities of the five senses that God has given us. In this quiz, students are asked to answer the functions of the five senses, hands, and feet. Then the user is asked to answer the responsibilities of each character in the Wayang Sukuraga. Even more interestingly, this quiz feature is accompanied by a typical song from the region so that users, especially children, do not forget the culture of their country. The results of interviews with parents/school committees concluded that they felt happy and enthusiastic about the existence of learning media in the form of applications. This is because this application makes children aware of their responsibilities as children and as students. As children, they listen more to reprimands and advice from their parents. As students they are more responsible in doing the tasks given by the teacher. The committee gave suggestions to add depth to the material of responsibility and to add features of interesting stories and distinctive songs accompanied by regional songs.

Responsibility character education in the United States has been seriously and comprehensively developed from the national level to the school level. This was based on the survey results which stated that 90% of respondents stated that responsibility character education was needed and needed to be developed in schools. In line with Medison's (2018) statement citing survey results stating that America, which is known as a country that adheres to the ideology of freedom, also has a way of developing the character of responsibility through behavioral education programs and inculcating good moral values to students in schools (Luliano et al., 2018). Meanwhile, the development of the character of responsibility has also been carried out in the northern part of Indonesia by collaborating between teachers and counseling teachers using the Student Team Achievement Division method (Afnibar et al., 2020). In Indonesia, in addition to character education, responsibility is included in the curriculum and through the development of teaching materials and habits, but has not used media such as Puppet of Sukuraga. Furthermore, research on the application of the character of tolerance in Malaysia is carried out by incorporating it into student teaching materials and through habituation. In the central part of the island of Java, Indonesia, research on the character of tolerance was carried out by civics teachers with the basis of Islamic boarding school education, as a result, the tolerance characteristic of students increased (Benaziria and Murdiono, 2020). In this study, the method is not used but uses the puppet Sukuraga media to develop character education, especially the characteristics of tolerance and responsibility. Indonesia has Wayang which is an imitation of people made of leather or wood carvings that can be used to play characters in wayang story performances (traditional dramas) in Java, Bali, Sunda, and so on which are usually played by someone called the dalang to the accompaniment of traditional music gamelan.

Character research using wayang has been carried out in other areas, such as the research conducted by Halimah et al. (2020). The difference is that Leli uses wayang golek media from the province of West Java. This study seeks to see the use of wayang golek in improving the kinesthetic of wayang golek stories (Halimah et al., 2020). The puppet show is a puppet originating from West Java in the form of wood, while at the researcher's place using Puppet Sukuraga in the form of an application. Researchers have limitations in terms of taking data from teachers because time is limited, and in hybrid learning not all teachers do, so researchers take the results of interview instruments using online and face-to-face methods. Face-to-face meetings take a long time due to the small number of students who take turns entering class, and it is still only 1 day a week that students are allowed to bring cellphones to school, so researchers feel that they are not optimal.




DISCUSSION

Based on the data and research results above, we can conclude that tolerance is indispensable in our lives. The Sukuraga Puppet Media in the form of an application is very helpful for teachers in developing the characteristic of tolerance. Teaching in the classroom based on the Wayang Sukraga media and the shrewdness of the teacher in linking cases with the media greatly helps the development of student tolerance. In line with Francis et al. (2018), teaching and developing character education requires media, methods, and teacher expertise in providing examples and collaboration with school members to maintain student character in tolerance. Because the characteristic of tolerance is not only taught but requires habituation and application both at home, at school, and in the community (Park and Sim, 2022). Puppet Sukuraga was deliberately made with the aim of conveying a moral message in character education. It also reminds us that we as humans have a responsibility to function properly using our body parts. Looking back at the problems that occur in schools, of course wayang sukuraga can help provide character education for students.

Secondary data, namely, the results of interviews with parents/school committees concluded that they felt happy and enthusiastic about the existence of learning media in the form of applications and recommended that local culture be integrated into teaching materials in schools. In line with Daga's research, he compared character education in the basic education curriculum of three countries: Malaysia, India, and Indonesia. The results show that character education has become one of the important components in curriculum development both as a document and in actual implementation in the classroom. The three countries in terms of character values and character education implementation strategies have similarities and differences. But the most important thing is that the three countries are not only aware of the importance of character education for the younger generation but have implemented it in education programs and implementations in their respective countries (Daga, 2021). Likewise, Malaysia has integrated tolerance character education into learning and habituation materials.

This research using puppets has also been carried out by Halimah et al. (2020), but the difference in the research lies in the improvement of the kinesthetic of wayang golek made of wood. Researchers use Puppet Sukuraga in application form (Syafrini et al., 2020). Puppet Sukuraga in terms of form and philosophy of wayang is very different. This study has limitations in terms of collecting data from teachers due to limited time, so the researchers took the instruments from interviews using online and face-to-face methods. Face-to-face meetings take a long time because there are few students who take turns entering class, and it is still only 1 day a week that students are allowed to bring cellphones to school, so researchers feel that they are not optimal.



CONCLUSION

Based on the results and discussion, it is concluded that character learning can be developed through the Puppet Sukuraga application. Unlike other puppets, wayang in the form of this application can be used in online and offline learning, so that it can help teachers both in class and outside the classroom. This application can also be used by all ages because it can be downloaded via the google playstore. As a learning medium, this application has features where students can learn the history, philosophy of wayang sukuraga, sing, play wyaang through simulation games, and quizzes. Learning outcomes in schools show that this application supports the development of student character. The most prominent student character and often seen after using this application is the character of tolerance and responsibility. Tolerance characteristics include students beginning to appreciate differences between friends and their environment, politeness in speech, respect for differences in preferences, respect for differences of opinion, and not differentiating between religion, race, and culture in playing and learning. The second developed characteristic of students is the character of responsibility; students are more responsible in carrying out their duties, doing their own homework, using their eyes by not cheating on their friends' work, using their ears by listening to the teacher when explaining lessons, and so on.

The application of wayang sukuraga has implications for learning in elementary schools, especially in developing character education. This application helps learning in the classroom and at home, so that the character of students can improve. This application is useful for developing the characteristic of tolerance which is felt to be very necessary for socializing at school so that the learning conditions are comfortable. In addition, this application helps develop the characteristic of responsibility, based on the results of interviews and observations from students, teachers, principals, and school committees.

It is suggested that for future researchers, they can discuss and learn more about the use of other applications that can benefit character education. In addition, how the teachers use the application as a controlling system for teaching character could be examined. In the meantime, it is difficult to let students learn character on the application only, so it needs to be deeply understood how to use this application.
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