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First-generation undergraduate
researchers: understanding
shared experiences through
stories

Christine M. Henrichsen* and Susan M. Keenan

School of Biological Sciences, College of Natural Health Sciences, University of Northern Colorado,
Greeley, CO, United States

If you want to know a person, you need to know their story. If institutions want
to better support their students, they need to know them and therefore need
to know their stories. First-generation students—a vital part of our academic
communities—model qualities such as hard work, optimism, and perseverance.
Academic settings, policies, and hidden curricula present challenges for
first-generation students and often result in inequitable outcomes. Undergraduate
research experiences (UREs) are one of the resource institutions that have
to support these students. Little is known about the first-generation student
experience in UREs. Using in-depth interviews, we collected the stories of
first-generation biology students who had participated in UREs. A thematic
analysis illuminated five themes of shared experiences: what to expect in college,
parental support, intent to apply to medical school, mentorship, and becoming
a researcher. Stories provide depth and details into these themes that cannot
be highlighted using other methodologies. We share detailed accounts of the
experiences of two first-generation students. By using portions of the original
conversations, the students narrate their stories in their own voices. A dialogical
method was used to juxtapose the two stories and to increase opportunities
for reader reflexivity and introspection. We discuss how the stories relate to
the literature and reflect on the power of that gathering and sharing stories of
first-generation students’ experiences.
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Introduction

“If we want STEM to support the entirety of our diverse society, we must first employ
a decent representation of that diversity in these fields.”—OHara, 2020.

Although no two people are the same, there are common threads that bind us together as
humans. These threads, this understanding of what makes us human, are often found in the
telling and hearing of stories. Nasser (2018) reminds us, “There are, effectively, an infinity
of stories out there, just waiting to be found and told.” If you were to answer the question,
“Why are you reading this article,” what would you say? Whatever the reason, there is a story
that leads up to why you are here. Stories provide us with reflections and details into lived
experiences that can be found in no other way. In this study, we present the experiences
and stories of two first-generation students who participated in an undergraduate research
experience (URE).

01 frontiersin.org


https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education#editorial-board
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education#editorial-board
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education#editorial-board
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education#editorial-board
https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-07-10
mailto:christine.henrichsen@unco.edu
https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org

Henrichsen and Keenan

First-generation  students—students whose parents or
guardians have not earned a bachelor’s degree (Soria and Stebleton,
2012)—are a vital part of the academic community, bringing
diverse racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic lived experiences to
campuses and classrooms (Dika and D’Amico, 2016; Evans et al,,
2020; National Data Fact Sheets, 2020). Diverse experiences and
perspectives in our academic communities promote personal,
social, and cognitive growth as well as group and problem-
solving skills, and improve key learning outcomes on campuses
(Hurtado, 2001; Terenzini et al., 2001; Strayhorn, 2009). While
first-generation students model qualities such as hard work,
optimism, and perseverance, academic settings, policies, and
hidden curricula present challenges for first-generation students
and often result in inequitable outcomes (O’Neal et al., 2016;
Ives and Castillo-Montoya, 2020; National Data Fact Sheets,
2020). Documented institutional and social barriers impacting
first-generation students include less academic preparation, lower
confidence in a university setting, lack of knowledge of how to
approach faculty, social difficulties, financial inequities, and a
greater likelihood of stress and depression (Soria and Stebleton,
2012; Katrevich and Aruguete, 2017; National Data Fact Sheets,
2020). Institutions have a responsibility to address these inequities.

Undergraduate research experiences are mentored research
experiences that are considered high-impact and are known
to support students with a wide variety of backgrounds (Kuh,
2008). Through participation in UREs, undergraduate students
collaborate with and are mentored by faculty while conducting
research, providing valuable experiences for students (National
Science Foundation, 1989). Students, including first-generation
students, who participate in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) UREs describe a variety of benefits including
developing research skill confidence, overall gains in knowledge,
how to work independently, and how to cope with obstacles
(Lopatto, 2004; Russell et al., 2007; Harsh et al., 2011). UREs
are associated with positive outcomes for first-generation and
other students marginalized in STEM. These outcomes include
increased student persistence, retention, greater integration into
the academic environment, higher graduation rates, and increased
participation in post-graduate studies (Nagda et al., 1998; Lopatto,
2004). Although there is evidence in the literature that UREs
can significantly impact first-generation students (Ishiyama, 2002;
Strayhorn, 2010; Haeger et al., 2020; Ruth et al, 2021), there
exists a gap in the literature regarding the lived experiences of
first-generation students who participate in UREs.

We use stories to make sense of the world around us, and
they provide a uniquely reflexive approach to data, allowing for
an emotional connection between the teller and the reader (Lewis
and Hildebrandt, 2019). Such connections, which have been shown
to cross lines of culture and race, rarely surface in other forms of
inquiry (Carter et al., 2014; Rose et al., 2015; Reischer et al., 2020).
Collecting and telling first-generation students’ stories provides
opportunities for insight into the nuances, richness, and depth of
their experiences (in URES) in a way that other research simply
does not (Yanow et al., 2015; Kim, 2016; McCall et al., 2021).
Quantitative data and even brief quotes in qualitative studies only
provide readers with a momentary connection with the speaker
and limit our understanding of the student experience, whereas the
presentation of participants’ stories allows the reader to connect
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more deeply and draw their own conclusions (Elo et al., 2014).
We present the stories here using a dialogical approach (Leung
and Lapum, 2005; Pithouse-Morgan et al., 2012; Carter et al., 2014;
Norris et al., 2016). Dialogical methods are used to promote both
author and reader reflexivity. The juxtaposition of stories allows
the reader to immerse themselves in the conversation, creating
room for the reader to reflect upon their own experiences and
how they relate to the stories being told (Carter et al., 2014; Norris
et al,, 2016). The interplay of two stories with one another adds an
additional layer of depth, bringing out aspects of the original stories
to the reader that otherwise may remain obscured (Frank, 2002).

Methods

In-depth interviews provide an exploratory methodology for
investigating student experiences (Berry, 1999; Dworkin, 2012).
This study used an in-depth interview approach to explore the
experiences of first-generation biology students who participated
in UREs. Through semi-structured interviews, participants shared
their unique stories and experiences related to conducting research.

Participants

Purposeful sampling was used to identify participants at a
university located in the Rocky Mountain Region. The inclusion
criteria for the study included the following: participants had to
(1) be currently enrolled at the university as a biology major
and (2) have previously or currently participated in an upper-
level research course at the university in which students conduct
independent research under the direction of a faculty member for
credit. While students may also have participated in the research,
not for credit, this latter criterion established a more uniform set of
requirements. Potential interviewees were contacted with an IRB-
approved recruitment email; four students, all of whom identified
as Latina, agreed to participate in the study.

Ethics and confidentiality

This study was approved by the University of Northern
Colorado Internal Review Board (document 6074, protocol #
2007007949). Before joining the study, participants were required
to complete a written consent form that encompassed both
the interview itself as well as permissions for the recordings,
transcriptions, and future analysis. Confidentiality was extended
to participants through assigned pseudonyms which are used in
the presentation of these findings. One of the limitations of in-
depth interviews is the potential for research bias to influence the
interview and the analysis of the data (Morris, 2015). CMH—As a
non-traditional, continuing-generation student, I approached the
interviews and analysis with the recognition that my experiences
as a biology undergraduate student differ from those of the
participants interviewed. As such, I worked to acknowledge my
own biases so that I could better learn from the participants. SMK
identifies as a first-generation student and scientist.
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Data collection

Single, 30- to 45-min semi-structured interviews were
conducted over a password-encoded video conference call. An
interview guide was used for consistency (see Appendix). Students
were asked questions relating to their background in science, their
experience in freshman- and sophomore-level lab classes at the
university, their experiences conducting independent research,
and how being first generation affected their academic choices
and experiences. To facilitate note-taking and future data analysis,
audio and video feeds from the meetings were recorded. The
interviewer also hand-recorded notes and impressions both during
and immediately following each interview.

Data analysis

Interview recordings were transcribed with the assistance of the
program Otter.ai. The transcripts were checked and corrected for
accuracy. Minor editing was done to remove some of the distracting
filler words, such as “like,” “um,” and “you know”, when they took
away from the reader’s ability to understand the discussion (Poland,
2002). Manual coding and thematic analysis were conducted by the
first author for all four interviews. For sense-making, in vivo coding
was used for first-cycle analysis, and words and phrases from
the transcripts that described the lived experience were identified
(Saldana, 2021). Second-cycle pattern-coding analysis was then
used to group similar concepts and identify patterns between
transcripts (Saldana, 2021). Finally, an inductive thematic analysis
of the data was conducted to identify overarching themes from the
pattern analysis. Five major themes of shared experiences became
evident: what to expect in college, parental support, intent to apply
to medical school, mentorship, and becoming a researcher.

Storytelling

Qualitative research methodologies including case studies,
narratives, and duoethnographies have utilized small studies,
including single- and dual-person studies to investigate lived
experiences and point toward possible greater trends (Doughty
Horn et al., 2016; Matapo and Leaupepe, 2016; Moloney and Wang,
2016; Rose and Montakantiwong, 2018; Banegas and Gerlach, 2021;
Birney etal., 2021). In the results, we present stories from two of the
students: Julia and Adriana. It is common in qualitative research
for investigators to share only a few exemplifying quotes from a
much larger body of data in an effort to give an authentic voice to
the larger group of individuals in the study (Corden and Sainsbury,
2006; Lingard, 2019; Eldh et al., 2020). When determining how to
best share the stories in our study, we realized that if we wanted
to convey their depth, we could not include all four interviews.
After repeatedly revisiting the original transcripts, we chose to omit
two of the stories: One participant was a graduate student at the
time of the interview, making her reflections more retrospective
in nature. The other participant was a non-traditional student
with college-age children of her own, making her life experiences
significantly different from the other three. Julia and Adriana, both
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undergraduate students, provided the most abundant and in-depth
information in their interviews, which allow readers to connect
more deeply with the individuals. It is this connection we hope to
promote in this more humanistic presentation of STEM research.
Our goal was to convey the depth and richness of the individual
lived experience.

As noted in the introduction, we apply models of dialogical
presentation to share the stories of these two students (Leung and
Lapum, 2005; Pithouse-Morgan et al., 2012; Carter et al., 2014;
Norris et al., 2016). We share the stories in sections as they relate
to the five themes rather than in a linear fashion. Reconstruction
of narratives is a well-established practice for making sense of the
stories or finding the story within the stories (Polkinghorne, 1995;
McCormack, 2004; Ford, 2021).

Results

We present here the stories of Adriana and Julia, unbroken
by researcher commentary so as not to disrupt the flow and
reader connection. Analysis of the experiences within the themes
is provided in the discussion section.

“Maybe stories are just data with a soul.”—Brown, 2010.

What to expect in college

Adriana: People say, “Oh, yeah, like when my brother and my
mom went to college, they told me to make sure for this and look
after that.” But even in other aspects, like even financially, I have
friends as well [say], “When my mom went to college, she did this.
And then she was able to save money. And then she took out this
loan, but she didn’t take out thatloan.” And even when I first joined,
I was like, What are loans? What is this? I don’t, I didn’t know
how to read my financial aid package. I didn’t know what to sign
up for. Just even, even when I chose my degree, to what degree
I was like, bio, and they’re like, okay, and I was like, okay, cool.
That sounds great. Um, so it was just, it’s been a lot of like, kind
of pick and choose and hope for the best for me, was like different
forms that were given. My parents are like, I don’t know what that
is, like, you know, you can call someone and figure it out because
we don’t know.

Julia: There’s a certain level of support that is there that you
don’t, that, I feel like a lot of people take for granted because
they don’t know without it, that your parents have gone to school.
Because there is a certain level of understanding there. As far
as, whether that be financial help, or whether that be emotional
support, or a sense of understanding. Um, not that it’s anybody’s
fault. But I think that when your parent has gone to college, there’s
that better understanding of what you're doing and why you’re
doing it. And more of a drive for it to be kind of the standard as
far as—which stinks because I would never ever force my kids to
go to college, just because that’s my own belief—but, it’s definitely
more of like, okay, your dad and I did it, sort of thing...you have
that kind of hope to see that future.
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So yeah, there’s several times that I either transferred or
dropped just because I was like, I don’t have the help that I need.
I'm doing this all by myself, and I'm just lost.

Adriana: And just even navigating through it, like not knowing
that T could burnout or that there was going to be times where
I would get really stressed out or classes just going to be really
difficult. And knowing that that’s normal. I didn’t know, I thought
I’d have to do a lot at the beginning and just keep going and strive
for that perfection. But I wasn’t sure if that was normal, that was
the college experience, and not knowing even what any college
experience was.

Julia: Had someone come to me freshman year and been like,
“You’re human, and you’re probably going to cry, but it’s all worth
it... This is the bigger purpose.” Had I had that guidance earlier, that
would have just been that much better.

Adriana: I always thought maybe if I wasn’t first generation, I'd
be doing better right now. And what I would be compared to my
other peers. And I just feel like my other peers just knew how to
really center the time around their studies, because in high school I
was doing well, but that was high school, you know, you could kind
of just almost get through high school and be okay. So then when
I went to college, I realized, Oh, I have to actually study now. Like,
I have to really put more time, I can’t just passively read my notes
and hope for the best. I have to internalize everything now. I think
for the first two years, I struggled with that. And then I found out I
was like, “Oh, this is how you take notes.” And so yeah, it’s been a
process for sure.

Julia: ’'m thankful for it being my own experience. But yes, I
do think it’s very different than the traditional students’ experience
for sure.

Parental support

Adriana: My family has been really supportive about
everything, and I'm very grateful for that. I have met some of my
peers who also grew up in... Latin-based homes. And their parents
are just been like, “Why? Why would you bother go to college?
Like, you should just go work instead, you'll get more money.”
But what my parents have always told me, although, yes, that is
important. You know, a good work ethic is good for later on.
But my parents have always thought of college as an investment.
So even though I'm not going to see immediate, like, funding or
anything right away, it'll benefit later on as I, like, move up in my
higher education.

Julia: My parents have always been very, very supportive of me
going to college just because they know how important it is to what
I want to do with my career. Unfortunately, I don’t really have a
career path that would work without school. And school has also
been something that I've really fallen in love with. So they were
always very supportive. But that being said, there was a certain
level of like misunderstanding as far as why are you spending all
this money to go to school and especially for me, because I was
transferring so many times.

And I think just, too, just in general, the value of education
being a lot different just because my parents have luckily become,
you know, very successful given their circumstances without having
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a college degree. So that has definitely been a very big gap as far as
them understanding that portion.

For me, whenever it got tough, my parents were like, “Are
you going to drop out?” That was the alternative. And I did
several times.

Adriana: My parents never questioned the fact that I would go
to college.... And I think if it wasn’t for, like, their support, I may
have dropped out my first year, but they kept pushing me. They
always told me, you know, think of the end result, Adriana, like,
you can do it, it's gonna be okay.

They've even mentioned like, oh, if we have to, like, file
bankruptcy on the house, so be it, we'll do it, we're gonna get you
through this no matter what. And I'm like, you're joking, right?
And they’re like, no, and I don’t think they’re joking. There have
been semesters where my tuition bill has been higher... so we have
to pay out of pocket. And then I've noticed, like, I don’t think they’ll
ever admit it, but I know that my parents have... sold some of their
personal belongings to help. And I've been like, “Hey where’s this
thing?” And they’re like “I don’t know, might have misplaced it.”
Their whole lives, they’ve given up a bunch of things so that I could
have a better future.

Julia: My money is coming out of my pocket.... Now on
the back end of it like, 'm so happy that I got to do that
by myself. 'm very, very thankful how independent that entire
education felt to me because that's something that no one else
can take away from me and that is so unique about me and
you know, makes me so proud. And makes my parents proud,
of course. It makes me feel good to know that I can do
difficult things.

They've been very, very supportive. As far as me doing
whatever that I need to do to, you know, make it to where I
want to go, even if they don’t really understand it a ton. My
mom is in health care administration, so she loved the idea
that T was going into science. My dad is very artsy fartsy. So
he'll always be like, “Chase your dreams.” They were pretty cool
about that.

Adriana: I really appreciate that they’ve never questioned
anything. I remember even I was like, “Hey, awhile [ago] I wanted
to major in music... What would you have thought about that?”
And they’re like, “You know, you do whatever you want to do. Like,
it’s ultimately your dreams.”

Mentorship

Adriana: I think one of my, like, more prouder moments with
science, was back in middle school. So every year at the end, they do
kind of like a little award ceremony. And one of them, I remember
sitting next to my friend, and they were like, “All right, next up,
were gonna announce the seventh-grade science student of the
year.” And were both just like, “Oh, man, so and so’s probably
gonna get it.” And then they called my name. And I was like,
“What? Why?” So I've got a little medal. I still have it somewhere.

And then afterward, I went up to my teacher. And I was like,
“Wait, why did you give me this? 'm not the smartest science
student.” He goes, “No, it’s not about being the smartest science
student. It’s about being a passionate science student. And I see you
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really have a drive to do something more than just get through this
class. I can see you go into science as a degree in college.” And I was
like, “College?!” And he’s like, “Yeah, you know, you’re gonna go to
college, right?” And I was like, “Well, I don’t know.” He’s like, “No,
you have to, you can’t let this dream die.” And I was like, “Oh, that’s
sweet.” So that’s kind of like, one of the good motivators that kind
of pushed me with all of this.

Julia: Honestly, everything at [this university] just changed for
me. I was at both bigger and smaller universities before then and
had not gotten, really any administrative help at all. Um, and it
was thanks to you know, a very select few teachers, honestly, and
administration at [this university] that like, completely sold the
experience. I needed someone to help me more than just making
a schedule type of thing.

And that’s what I was looking for was that mentorship and kind
of being like, okay, I need some direction, I need to be challenged.
But I need the help to do that. Because I've never done this. And it’s
really hard. And I could just use some, like, direction as far as, like,
what I need to do other than just, “Oh, well, you haven’t messed
anything up yet. So just keep doing that.” It’s like, well, I don’t
want that to be the standard. I want to be applying to PA schools
and applying to medical schools or whatever else with people who
have their families go to college and have that help. And I want
to be on the same playing field. Me not having my parents go to
college, will not and should not ever deter me from really shooting
for the stars. So a lot of that was me learning to be really stern with
administration. And kind of like, no, this is what I need from you.

Adriana: Something that I found really interesting with [a lab
class] was, so every week we'd have to share results. And every week,
our [organisms] would die. For the first week, I went into a panic. I
was like, oh no, we're going to get a zero. [The TA’s] gonna hate us.
So I went to his office hours and I was like, “Hey, like they’re dead.
I'm so sorry. We don’t know what happened.” He goes, “No, that’s
okay. It happens.” And I was like, “What?” He goes, “Sometimes
no data is data. Because it’s not always gonna follow through. You
may not even see what you expect. Because thats part of research.
It's okay.” And I was like, “Wait, really?” And he’s like, “Yeah,” he’s
like, “That’s how the labs are.” And I was like, “Oh, good to know.”

Julia: T chose Dr. Brown, um, just right off the bat because
he was the only one that, pardon my language, had the balls
to challenge me in the ways that I really, really wanted to be
challenged. And he wasn’t afraid of hurting my feelings. And that
was something that I really respected about him, and you know,
from the get-go, he was very honest and blunt and was like, “You
are not the first pre-med student I've seen in here and you will not
be the last. If you want to do the work, and you know, dig your heels
in then do that. But if not, like, don’t waste my time” kind of thing.

And it was that drive that I'd never been given. And something
that it really made me consider was my privilege as your average
college student to just be kind of skidding by, but then it’s like, no,
you have to do the work. And if you don’t do the work, then 'm
going to tell you that you’re not doing the work kind of thing. And
so that really challenged me. Honestly, just as much as material,
Dr. Brown sold me on it more than the [research] did at first, just
because I knew that I was more so looking for mentorship than I
was the research hours to be completely honest, to have some sort
of direction in my life.
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Adriana: A big lesson that I learned is to accept failure in
research and that it’s okay. Because like [my TA] said, no data
is data. So for a while, I was having some, just weird data
observations. I'm like, “Oh, no, like, did I do it wrong? What am
I doing?” But then after speaking with my mentors, they’re like,
no, your question hasn’t really been seen before. So everything’s
new. If you mess up, you mess up. And so I've been able to
think of my research as a starting point, for further discussion, if
anybody else wants to do the similar question, and then just be
able to expand on that. So I've learned that even if, you know,
I'm not doing ground breaking, like, solving the cure for cancer
research, it’s still research, and it’s still gonna benefit something
later on.

Intent to apply to medical school

Adriana: [Interviewer: So back to your family, what do they
think about your decision to major in biology?]

The saying is, your parents expect you to be either a doctor
or a lawyer or something. And so they were like, “oh, cool, bio.”
They’re like, but what kind of bio? And I'm like, What do you
mean? They're like, “There’s different emphases in biology. It’s not
just like, ooh, bio.” And I was like, “I guess medicine.”

And I think if it wasn’t for their support, I may have dropped
out my first year, but they kept pushing me, they always told me,
you know, “Think of the end result, like you want to go to medical
school. You can’t, you know, go to medical school, if you don’t have
your bachelor’s.”

Julia: So when I turned 16, I got really lucky and I took a job
as a nanny for a doctor. And so through that, I ended up getting to
kind of volunteer and then do like a PRN at a medical office. And
so through that, I just really fell in love with medicine. When I went
to college, I was like, this is gonna be super hard, but then I kind of
just went down that route. So I kind of went backwards, I really fell
in love with medicine. And then I kind of tracked back and really
fell in love with the science portion. And then that kind of carried
me through to now.

Adriana: And then when I was considering joining McNair
[scholarship program], I remember speaking with the directors,
and they’re like, “Hey, you know, you want to go to medical
school. If you show them you’re doing research, it really shows
you’re driving your passions. So, you should do research, since
[the university] has really great opportunities to let a bunch of
undergrads join labs, as opposed to other universities that only, like,
grad students do it. Take the advantage while you can.” So when I
was accepted into the McNair Scholars Program, I knew that I'd
have to do research regardless.

Julia: I was originally going on the nursing route to eventually
go back into the medical field. Um, then going through nursing, I
decided that it wasn’t really for me anymore. So when I transferred
[here], instead of taking the nursing route, I was like, you know
what, I really want to be a PA, because that was always kind of my
intention. And then it just worked out that biology was a really great
route, and let me do research and all that sort of stuff.

Honestly, like, raising my chances of getting into PA school was
my first choice of like, even getting into the research field.
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Developing science identity

Adriana: And so I created a project. There was a lot of sit-
down lab work that resulted in all of this. But I think realizing
the importance of research has made me appreciate it more. Just,
there’s a lot of, like, steps to it. And then even though the sit-
down parts at the computers, and all you're doing is like looking
stuff up. It’s still really important. And I think the big thing for
me was, if I didn’t see immediate results, then I didn’t see its
importance of research. But now, you know, doing all of the little
things myself, there is an importance to it all. Because when you
put it onto your paper, you're like, oh, like this is what it was
all worth.

Julia: Doing research completely made me fall in love with
biology. So that changed my entire attitude on how I'look at science
as a whole.

But truly, because I kind of went backwards in that, like, I
could do well in my biology courses, and I was getting by and
I was doing okay, but my first couple years of biology were just
difficult for me because I was having a hard time kind of, like
locking into it more than just like taking the test and doing
well in the courses. And, doing research like, completely made
me fall in love with biology. So like that changed my entire
attitude on how I look at science as a whole. Honestly, it changed
doing research.

Adriana: There’s more passion behind it. Because it’s something
that T got to choose... how its ultimately going to be. It
was my project, I started it, and Tll see the end result. It’s
made me more comfortable with research, but it’s also made
me more comfortable with asking questions to progress. A
big lesson that I learned is to accept failure in research, and
that’s okay.

It's been interesting. I also never thought I'd join a research lab. T
just thought, you know, I'd go to college, leave. But it’s helped me to
understand more of why people pursue higher education as well. As
I'm currently looking at doing a master’s program in the fall of next
year. And so just thinking, you know, it’s not just like, 'm going to
pick a school and go there. Now, I'm really thinking, “Okay, what
kind of labs do they have? What research do they center around?”
Could I be part of that team and do something more than what
I'm currently doing and expand on different things. So it’s, yeah, it’s
been very interesting.

Discussion

As the reader, you've made your own connections with the
stories and experiences of Adriana and Julia. Each story is situated
within one of the five themes; we now consider how their
experiences relate to what is already known about first-generation
students in each area. As we reflect on how their stories add to
what is already known, we do not suggest that their experiences
are not unique. Rather we hope that by doing this, the reader
will appreciate the depth and perspectives, the similarities and
differences, added to the body of knowledge through each story,
and the need to continue collecting stories of first-generation
student experiences.
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What to expect

When asked if and how they felt their experience differed from
their continuing-generation peers, Adriana and Julia expressed
that their continuing-generation peers had a natural advantage of
knowing what to expect in college from family and friends. They
are not alone; other first-generation students similarly expressed
that parents and families did not have the knowledge necessary to
help them navigate college life (Evans et al., 2020). Our participants
expressed that, while having loving and supportive families, their
families did not have the prior experience necessary to help them
navigate college life in areas such as how to study, understand
financial aid, or work with college administration. Moreno (2021)
notes that “Many times they [first-generation students] struggle
with the lack of academic support from their family because their
family does not know how to support them.” Both Julia and
Adriana wondered if they could have been even more successful
as students had they had this scaffolding of knowledge from family
and friends.

Parental support

Adriana and Julia clearly felt supported by their parents. They
shared that some of their first-generation student peers did not
have this same support system, and both felt fortunate to have
their parents support their college experience. In the literature, first-
generation students report a range of feelings when it comes to
their parents. Emotions may vary among them: gratitude, concern
about how much money their parents spend on them, guilt about
being academically successful when others in their family have not
been, or feeling disconnected from parents who do not understand
their desires to attend school (Irlbeck et al., 2014; Moreno, 2021).
Parental support has been reported in other first-generation student
literature as an asset to those who have it but certainly not
ubiquitous among all first-generation students (Dennis et al., 2005;
Irlbeck et al., 2014; Ricks and Warren, 2021).

Adriana’s and Julia’s parents want them to pursue their dreams
and be successful, but they support their children in different ways.
The value of school, expectations for graduation, and financial
assistance differ between these two sets of parents.

Mentorship

Interactions with and influence from mentors were repeatedly
expressed as a central element of the research experience. Adriana
was initially mentored by a middle school science teacher who
saw and acknowledged her potential. Later, she benefitted from a
PI and graduate mentor who helped her to see her research as a
process rather than focusing on a specific result. Seymour et al.
(2004) note that one important gain students obtain from UREs
is the ability to think like a scientist. Julia’s story highlighted the
importance of mentoring in her decision to participate in research;
she actively sought a PI who would help her to grow as a scientist
and a person. Julia’s experience differs from what Houser et al.
(2013) discovered, suggesting that students focus more initially
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on the research project rather than mentorship. Despite knowing
that not all mentoring experiences are positive ones (Houser et al.,
2013), these students attribute positive aspects of their research
and personal experiences to mentorship received before and during
their research.

Intent to apply to medical school

Both Julia and Adriana planned to pursue medical degrees at
the onset of their undergraduate studies. These plans appear to
be one factor motivating the selection of biology as a major and
their participation in research. The role of UREs and the intent
to apply to medical school has been minimally explored in the
literature. Medical schools highlight the importance of research on
their applications, suggesting why intent to apply to medical school
is a motivator to become involved in research (Vincent-Ruz et al.,
2018; The Princeton Review, n.d.). In addition, it is interesting
to note the growth of interest in the science and research that
participants experienced while involved in a URE. This reflects the
transformative results Villarejo et al. (2008) described for some of
their pre-med students who, after participating in a URE, decided
to pursue a science PhD instead. During the interviews, Julia was
debating if she still wanted to pursue a career as a physician.
Adriana was planning on going to medical school but had decided
to get a master’s degree first.

Developing a science identity

Through their independent research, Julia and Adriana both
expressed how their passion for biology increased as they developed
responsibility and ownership for their research, which describes
the development of a science identity. Hazari et al. (2013) describe
science identity as “how students think science is ‘related to who
they think they are;” while Stets et al. (2016) describe science
identity for some students as being “related to students’ interest in
science, their persistence or tenacity in a science discipline, their
intention to pursue a scientific career, and even their decision
to enter a graduate science program”. In the literature, students
exhibit increased science identities and the likelihood of pursuing
a career in STEM as a result of participating in UREs (Hunter
et al., 2007; Adedokun et al., 2012; Hazari et al., 2013; Hernandez
et al., 2018). Julia noted how she originally did not enjoy biology
but that changed because of her involvement in research. Adriana
spoke of her selection of a graduate program as being influenced by
her time conducting research. Both women spoke of the changes
they experienced in their perspectives as students as a result of
participating in a URE.

Conclusion

Too often, the voices of first-generation students become lost
in the larger body of data. The five themes and stories portrayed
in this study hint at a greater wealth of information yet to
be uncovered regarding first-generation student experiences in
college and UREs. Although both stories share commonalities

Frontiersin Education

10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619

and connections with the literature, they also highlight areas of
the first-generation student experience that merit acknowledgment
and further exploration and they offer insights for institutions
supporting first-generation student populations. For example, it
appears that some students choose to be pre-med because they are
aware of other options. Institutions may consider connecting first-
generation biology students with mentors who are actively involved
with research or be more proactive about teaching students how to
obtain research opportunities.

Adriana and Julias stories remind us of the importance of
not only exploring concepts broadly but also in greater depth.
We recommend that individual lived experiences become a more
prominent part of the documentation of UREs. Everyone is unique
and has their own story to tell. It is important to take time to gather
and tell stories, for it is in stories that we truly come to understand
one another.

Data availability statement

The original contributions presented in the study are included
in the article/supplementary material, further inquiries can be
directed to the corresponding author.

Ethics statement

The studies involving human participants were reviewed
and approved by Institutional Review Board, University of
Northern Colorado. The patients/participants provided their
written informed consent to participate in this study. Written
informed consent was obtained from the individual(s) for the
publication of any potentially identifiable images or data included
in this article.

Author contributions

CH responsible for experimental design, conducting
and analyzing interviews, and the overall write-up of the
article. SK responsible for closely guiding the development
and implementation of the study, including the interview
questionnaire and analysis, and heavily involved with revising
and editing the manuscript. All authors were involved with
the presentation of the stories using a dialogical method.
All authors contributed to the article and approved the

submitted version.

Acknowledgments

I am grateful to Dr. Maria Lahman and her course on
qualitative research; she opened my eyes to what was possible
and helped me to design and implement this study. I also thank
my PI, SK, for patiently mentoring me throughout this entire
process. I express gratitude to the faculty and staff in the School
of Biology at the University of Northern Colorado who have
done so much to work with me and make my graduate studies
possible. Finally, none of this would have been possible without

frontiersin.org


https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org

Henrichsen and Keenan

the participants who were willing to give their time and share
their stories.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare that the research was conducted in the
absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be
construed as a potential conflict of interest.

References

Adedokun, O. A., Zhang, D., Parker, L. C., Bessenbacher, A., Childress, A.,
and Burgess, W. D. (2012). Understanding how undergraduate research experiences
influence student aspirations for research careers and graduate education. J. Coll. Sci.
Teach. 42, 82-90.

Banegas, D. L., and Gerlach, D. (2021). Critical language teacher education: a
duoethnography of teacher educators’ identities and agency. System 98, 102474.
doi: 10.1016/j.system.2021.102474

Berry, R. S. Y. (1999). “Collecting data by in-depth interviewing, in Paper Presented
at British Educational Research Association (BERA) Annual Conference 1999, University
of Sussex, England.

Birney, L. B., Evans, B. R, Kong, J., Solanki, V., Mojica, E.-R., Kondapuram, G.,
et al. (2021). A case study of undergraduate and graduate student research in STEM
Education. J. Curric. Teach. 10, 29. doi: 10.5430/jct.v10n1p29

Brown, B. (2010). The Power of Vulnerability. TED Conferences. Available online
at:  https://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_the_power_of_vulnerability?language=
en (accessed April 13, 2023).

Carter, C., Lapum, J. L., Lavallée, L. F., and Martin, L. S. (2014). Explicating
positionality: a journey of dialogical and reflexive storytelling. Int. J. Qualit. Methods
13, 362-376. doi: 10.1177/160940691401300118

Corden, A., and Sainsbury, R. (2006). Using Verbatim Quotations in Reporting
Qualitative Social Research: Researchers’ Views. University of York. Available online at:
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/pubs/pdf/verbquotresearch.pdf

Dennis, J. M., Phinney, J. S., and Chuateco, L. I. (2005). The role of motivation,
parental support, and peer support in the academic success of ethnic minority first-
generation college students. J. Coll. Stud. Dev. 46, 223-236. doi: 10.1353/csd.200
5.0023

Dika, S. L., and D’Amico, M. M. (2016). Early experiences and integration in the
persistence of firstgeneration college students in STEM and non-STEM majors. J. Res.
Sci. Teach. 53, 368-383. doi: 10.1002/tea.21301

Doughty Horn, E. A., Crews, J. A., Guryan, B. A., and Katsilometes, B. M. (2016).
Identifying and addressing grief and loss issues in a person with aphasia: a single-case
study. J. Couns. Dev. 94, 225-233. doi: 10.1002/jcad.12078

Dworkin, S. L. (2012). Sample size policy for qualitative studies using in-
depth interviews. Arch. Sex. Behav. 41, 1319-1320. doi: 10.1007/s10508-012-
0016-6

Eldh, A. C., Arestedt, L., and Berters, C. (2020). Quotations in qualitative
studies: reflections on constituents, custom, and purpose. Int. J. Qualit. Methods 19,
160940692096926. doi: 10.1177/1609406920969268

Elo, S., Kairidinen, M., Kanste, O., Polkki, T., Utriainen, K., and Kyngis,
H. (2014). Qualitative content analysis. SAGE Open 4, 215824401452263.
doi: 10.1177/2158244014522633

Evans, R, Stansberry, D., Bullington, K. E., and Burnett, D. (2020). First in college:
a qualitative exploration of experiences of first-generation students. Inquiry J. Virg.
Commun. Coll. 23, 1.

Ford, E. (2021). From Story to Research: Storying Human Experience Narratives.

[Video lecture and PowerPoint slides] IRLD Scholars Speaker Series. Available online
at: https://pdxscholar library.pdx.edu/ulib_fac/324/

Frank, A. W. (2002). Why study people’s stories? The dialogical ethics of narrative
analysis. Int. J. Qualit. Methods 1, 109-117. doi: 10.1177/160940690200100102

Haeger, H., Banks, J. E., Smith, C., and Armstrong-Land, M. (2020). What we know
and what we need to know about undergraduate research. Scholar. Pract. Undergrad.
Res. 3, 62-69. doi: 10.18833/spur/3/4/4

Harsh, J. A., Maltese, A. V., and Tai, R. H. (2011). Undergraduate research
experiences from a longitudinal perspective. J. Coll. Sci. Teach. 41, 84-91.

Hazari, Z., Sadler, P. M., and Gerhard, S. (2013). The science identity of college

students: exploring the intersection of gender, race, and ethnicity. J. Coll. Sci. Teach.
42, 82-91.

Frontiersin Education

10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619

Publisher’s note

All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent those of their affiliated
organizations, or those of the publisher, the editors and the
reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in this article, or
claim that may be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or
endorsed by the publisher.

Hernandez, P. R., Woodcock, A., Estrada, M., and Schultz, P. W. (2018).
Undergraduate research experiences broaden diversity in the scientific workforce.
Bioscience 68, 204211. doi: 10.1093/biosci/bix163

Houser, C., Lemmons, K., and Cahill, A. (2013). Role of the faculty mentor in an
undergraduate research experience. J. Geosci. Educ. 61, 297-305. doi: 10.5408/13-420.1

Hunter, A., Laursen, S. L., and Seymour, E. (2007). Becoming a scientist: the role of
undergraduate research in students’ cognitive, personal, and professional development.
Sci. Educ. 91, 36-74. doi: 10.1002/sce.20173

Hurtado, S. (2001). “Linking diversity and educational purpose: how diversity
affects the classroom environment and student development,” in Diversity Challenged:
Evidence on the Impact of Affirmative Action, eds Orfield, Gary (Cambridge: Harvard
Education Publishing Group), 187-203.

Irlbeck, E., Adams, S., Akers, C., Burris, S., and Jones, S. (2014). First
generation college students: motivations and support systems. J. Agric. Educ. 55, 154.
doi: 10.5032/jae.2014.02154

Ishiyama, J. (2002). Does early participation in undergraduate research benefit social
science and humanities students? Coll. Stud. J. 36, 381-387.

Ives, J., and Castillo-Montoya, M. (2020). First-generation college students
as academic learners: a systematic review. Rev. Educ. Res. 90, 139-178.
doi: 10.3102/0034654319899707

Katrevich, A. V., and Aruguete, M. S. (2017). Recognizing challenges and predicting
success in firstgeneration university students. J. STEM Educ. Innov. Res. 18, 40-44.

Kim, J.-H. (2016). Understanding Narrative Inquiry the Crafting and Analysis of
Stories as Research. SAGE.

Kuh, G. D. (2008). In High-Impact Educational Practices: What They Are, Who Has
Access to Them, and Why They Matter. Washington, DC; Association of American
Colleges and Universities.

Leung, D., and Lapum, J. (2005). A poetical journey: the evolution of a research
question. Int. J. Qualit. Methods 4, 63-82. doi: 10.1177/160940690500400305

Lewis, P. J., and Hildebrandt, K. (2019). Storytelling as Qualitative Research, eds P.
Atkinson, S. Delamont, A. Cernat, ].W. Sakshaug, and R.A. Williams (SAGE Research
Methods Foundations). doi: 10.4135/9781526421036754858

Lingard, L. (2019). Beyond the default colon: effective use of quotes in qualitative
research. Perspect. Med. Educ. 8, 360-364. doi: 10.1007/S40037-019-00550-7

Lopatto, D. (2004). Survey of undergraduate research experiences (SURE): first
findings. Cell Biol. Educ. 3,270-277. doi: 10.1187/cbe.04-07-0045

Matapo, J., and Leaupepe, M. (2016). A duo-narrative of Pasifika early childhood
education: Reconceptualising leadership in the political and social landscape. J. Educ.
Leaders. Policy Pract. 31, 55-62. doi: 10.3316/informit.638662167071660

McCall, B., Shallcross, L., Wilson, M., Fuller, C., and Hayward, A. (2021).
Storytelling as a research tool used to explore insights and as an intervention
in public health: a systematic narrative review. Int. J. Public Health 66, 1604262.
doi: 10.3389/ijph.2021.1604262

McCormack, C. (2004). Storying stories: a narrative approach to in-depth interview
conversations. Int. J. Soc. Res. Methodol. 7, 219-236. doi: 10.1080/13645570210166382

Moloney, R., and Wang, D. (2016). Limiting professional trajectories: a dual
narrative study in Chinese language education. Asian-Pac. J. Second Foreign Lang. Educ.
1. doi: 10.1186/s40862-016-0007-6

Moreno, R. (2021). The guilt of success: looking at latino first-generation
college students” experience of leaving home. J. Hispanic Higher Educ. 20, 213-231.
doi: 10.1177/1538192719849756

Morris, A. J. (2015). A Practical Introduction to In-depth Interviewing. Sage.
doi: 10.4135/9781473921344

Nagda, B. A., Gregerman, S. R, Jonides, J., von Hippel, W., and Lerner, J. S. (1998).
Undergraduate studentfaculty partnerships affect student retention. Rev. Higher Educ.
22, 55-72. doi: 10.1353/rhe.1998.0016

frontiersin.org


https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2021.102474
https://doi.org/10.5430/jct.v10n1p29
https://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_the_power_of_vulnerability?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/brene_brown_the_power_of_vulnerability?language=en
https://doi.org/10.1177/160940691401300118
https://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/pubs/pdf/verbquotresearch.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1353/csd.2005.0023
https://doi.org/10.1002/tea.21301
https://doi.org/10.1002/jcad.12078
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-012-0016-6
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406920969268
https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244014522633
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/ulib_fac/324/
https://doi.org/10.1177/160940690200100102
https://doi.org/10.18833/spur/3/4/4
https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/bix163
https://doi.org/10.5408/13-420.1
https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.20173
https://doi.org/10.5032/jae.2014.02154
https://doi.org/10.3102/0034654319899707
https://doi.org/10.1177/160940690500400305
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781526421036754858
https://doi.org/10.1007/S40037-019-00550-7
https://doi.org/10.1187/cbe.04-07-0045
https://doi.org/10.3316/informit.638662167071660
https://doi.org/10.3389/ijph.2021.1604262
https://doi.org/10.1080/13645570210166382
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40862-016-0007-6
https://doi.org/10.1177/1538192719849756
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473921344
https://doi.org/10.1353/rhe.1998.0016
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org

Henrichsen and Keenan

Nasser, L. (2018). The World’s Biggest Scavenger Hunt: A Guide to Finding Stories.
Available online at: https://transom.org/2018/latif- nasser/ (accessed January 13, 2023).

National Data Fact Sheets (2020). Center for First-generation Student Success.
Available online at: https://firstgen.naspa.org/journal-and-research/national-data-
fact-sheets- on-first- generationcollege- students/national- data-fact-sheets  (accessed
September 24, 2021).

National Science Foundation (1989). Report on the National Science Foundation
Disciplinary Workshops on Undergraduate Education. Recommendations of the
Disciplinary Taskforces Concerning Critical Issues in the U.S. Undergraduate Education
in the Sciences, Mathematics and Engineering. Available online at: https://files.eric.ed.
gov/fulltext/ED318629.pdf

Norris, J., Sawyer, R. D., and Lund, D. (2016). Duoethnography Dialogic Methods for
Social, Health, and Educational Research. Taylor and Francis, ProQuest Ebook Central.
Available online at: https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unco/detail.action?docID=
869870

O’Hara, J. (2020). Why Women in Stem Matter. The Daily Californian. Available
online at: https://www.dailycal.org/2020/04/02/why-women-in-stem- matter

O’Neal, C. R, Espino, M. M., Goldthrite, A., Morin, M. F., Weston, L., Hernandez,
P., etal. (2016). Grit under duress: stress, strengths, and academic success among non-
citizen and citizen Latina/o first-generation college students. Hispanic J. Behav. Sci. 38,
446-466. doi: 10.1177/0739986316660775

Pithouse-Morgan, K., Khau, M., Masinga, L., and van de Ruit, C. (2012). Letters
to those who dare feel: Using reflective letter-writing to explore the emotionality of
research. Int. J. Qualit. Methods 11, 40-56. doi: 10.1177/160940691201100104

Poland, B. D. (2002). Transcription quality. Handbook of Interv. Res. Context
Method 628649. doi: 10.4135/9781412973588.n36

Polkinghorne, D. E. (1995). Narrative configuration in qualitative analysis. Int. J.
Qual. Stud. Educ. 8, 5-23. doi: 10.1080/0951839950080103

Reischer, H. N., Roth, L. J., Villarreal, J. A., and McAdams, D. P. (2020). Self-
Transcendence and life stories of humanistic growth among late-midlife adults. J.
Personal. 89, 305-324. doi: 10.1111/jopy.12583

Ricks, J. R, and Warren, J. M. (2021). Transitioning to college: experiences
of successful first-generation college students. J. Educ. Res. Pract. 11, 1.
doi: 10.5590/JERAP.2021.11.1.01

Rose, H., and Montakantiwong, A. (2018). A tale of two teachers: a duoethnography
of the realistic and idealistic successes and failures of teaching English as an
international language. RELC J. 49, 88-101. doi: 10.1177/0033688217746206

Rose, R., Chakraborty, S., Mason-Lai, P., Brocke, W., Page, S. A., and Cawthorpe, D.
(2015). The storied mind: a meta-narrative review exploring the capacity of stories to
foster humanism in Health Care. J. Hosp. Admin. 5, 52. doi: 10.5430/jha.v5n1p52

Frontiersin Education

09

10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619

Russell, S. H., Hancock, M. P., and McCullough, J. (2007). Benefits of undergraduate
research experiences. Science 316, 548-549. doi: 10.1126/science.1140384

Ruth, A., Brewis, A., and SturtzSreetharan, C. (2021). Effectiveness of social
science research opportunities: a study of course-based undergraduate research
experiences (cures). Teach. Higher Educ. 1-19. doi: 10.1080/13562517.2021.
1903853

Saldania, J. (2021). The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers, 4th Edn. SAGE.

Seymour, E., Hunter, A., Laursen, S. L., and DeAntoni, T. (2004). Establishing the
benefits of research experiences for undergraduates in the sciences: first findings from
a three-year study. Sci. Educ. 88, 493-534. doi: 10.1002/sce.10131

Soria, K. M., and Stebleton, M. J. (2012). First-generation
academic engagement and retention. Teach. Higher Educ. 17,
doi: 10.1080/13562517.2012.666735

Stets, J. E., Brenner, P. S., Burke, P. ], and Serpe, R. T. (2016). The
science identity and entering a science occupation. Soc. Sci. Res. 64, 1-14.
doi: 10.1016/j.ssresearch.2016.10.016

students’
673-685.

Strayhorn, T. (2009). “Measuring the educational benefits of diversity in stem
education: a multi institutional survey analysis of women and underrepresented
minorities,” in Paper Presented at 2009 Annual Conference and Exposition,
Austin, Texas.

Strayhorn, T. (2010). Undergraduate research participation and stem graduate
degree aspirations among students of color. New Direct. Instit. Res. 148, 85-93.
doi: 10.1002/ir.364

Terenzini, P. T., Cabrera, A. F., Colbeck, C. L., Bjorklund, S. A., and Parente, J.
M. (2001). Racial and ethnic diversity in the classroom. J. Higher Educ. 72, 509-531.
doi: 10.1080/00221546.2001.11777112

The Princeton Review (n.d.). 6 Ways for Pre-meds to Gain Research Experience.
The Princeton Review. Available online at: https://www.princetonreview.com/med-
school-advice/research-experience-for-medical-school (accessed January 28, 2023).

Villarejo, M., Barlow, A. E. L., Kogan, D., Veazey, B. D., and Sweeney, J. K. (2008).
Encouraging minority undergraduates to choose science careers: career paths survey
results. CBE Life Sci. Educ. 7, 394-409. doi: 10.1187/cbe.08-04-0018

Vincent-Ruz, P., Grabowski, J., and Schunn, C. D. (2018). The impact of
early participation in undergraduate research experiences on multiple measures of
premed path success. Schol. Pract. Undergrad. Res. 1, 13-18. doi: 10.18833/spur/
1/3/12

Yanow, D., Schwartz-Shea, P., Maynard-Moody, S., and Musheno, M. (2015).
“Stories for research,” in Interpretation and Method: Empirical Research Methods and
the Interpretive Turn, eds D. Yanow and P. Schwartz-Shea (Routledge), 338-352.
doi: 10.4324/9781315703275

frontiersin.org


https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619
https://transom.org/2018/latif-nasser/
https://firstgen.naspa.org/journal-and-research/national-data-fact-sheets-on-first-generationcollege-students/national-data-fact-sheets
https://firstgen.naspa.org/journal-and-research/national-data-fact-sheets-on-first-generationcollege-students/national-data-fact-sheets
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED318629.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED318629.pdf
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unco/detail.action?docID=869870
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unco/detail.action?docID=869870
https://www.dailycal.org/2020/04/02/why-women-in-stem-matter
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739986316660775
https://doi.org/10.1177/160940691201100104
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781412973588.n36
https://doi.org/10.1080/0951839950080103
https://doi.org/10.1111/jopy.12583
https://doi.org/10.5590/JERAP.2021.11.1.01
https://doi.org/10.1177/0033688217746206
https://doi.org/10.5430/jha.v5n1p52
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1140384
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2021.1903853
https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.10131
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2012.666735
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssresearch.2016.10.016
https://doi.org/10.1002/ir.364
https://doi.org/10.1080/00221546.2001.11777112
https://www.princetonreview.com/med-school-advice/research-experience-for-medical-school
https://www.princetonreview.com/med-school-advice/research-experience-for-medical-school
https://doi.org/10.1187/cbe.08-04-0018
https://doi.org/10.18833/spur/1/3/12
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315703275
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org

Henrichsen and Keenan 10.3389/feduc.2023.1154619

Append iX 4. How did you feel about research or labs after this class?
5. In your opinion, do you think one or both of those lab
Interview protocol classes had a positive or negative effect on your desire to

do more research? What about on your desire to stay a
biology major?

6. Is there anything else about freshman/sophomore labs I
should know and did not think to ask?

Introduction

Thank you so much for volunteering to share your experiences
with me today. As a reminder, if I refer to the term first-generation
it simply means that neither your parents nor your grandparents Ca pstone class-independent research
graduated with a four year degree. If you have any questions about
the questions I'm asking, please stop me and let me know so that I 1. What motivated you to choose independent research as your
can clarify them. capstone class?
2. Which professor did/do you work in and what motivated you
STEM backg round choose that professor to work with?

3. Could you tell me a little about your experience as an

) ) ) ) independent researcher? How do you feel about it compared
1. Would you describe for me your experience with science

with your lab classes?
before you started college? (If they ask for clarification—For

4. Is there anything else about your capstone class I should know

example, science classes you took, things you were interested and did not think to ask?
in, outdoors experiences, books or museums about science
that you liked.).
2. At what point did you decide to major in biology? Experience as a first-generation student

3. What motivated you to major in biology?

1. Asa first-generation student, how does your family feel about

your decision to go to college? What do they think about your

Freshman and sophomore coursework decisi o
ecision to major in biology?

in college 2. What are your future school and career goals?
3. How does your family feel about your plans for
1. We would like to better understand how the lab classes you the future?
took as a freshman and sophomore affected you as a student. 4. Do you think about being first generation when you are in
If you would, think way back to the Copepod experience you the classroom?/Do you feel your experiences are different than
had in a lab as a freshman. What was that experience like? others and if so, how?
2. How did you feel about research or labs after this class? 5. If you were to meet an incoming freshman who was a first-
3. Now, let’s consider the sophomore lab where you had the unit generation biology student, what would you say to them, what
on genomics. What was your experience in that lab class? would you want them to know?
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