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With the rise of electric vehicles and fast charging technology, electric vehicle
load forecasting has become a concern for electric vehicle charging station
planners and operators. Due to the non-stationary nature of traffic flow and the
instability of the charging process, it is difficult to accurately predict the charging
load of electric vehicles, especially in sudden major events. In this article, We
proposes a high-precision EV charging load forecasting model based on mRMR
and IPSO-LSTM, which can quickly respond to the epidemic (or similar
emergencies). Firstly, the missing data in the original EV charging load data
are supplemented, and the abnormal data are corrected. Based on this, a
factor set is established, which included five epidemic factors, including new
confirmed cases, the number of moderate risk areas, the number of high risk
areas, epidemic situation and epidemic prevention policies of the city, and other
factors such as temperature. Secondly, the processed load data and other data in
the influencing factor set are normalized, and the typical characteristic curve is
established for personalized processing of the relevant data of epidemic factors,
so as to improve the sensitivity of load response to epidemic changes and the
ability to capture special data (peak and valley values and turning points of load).
Then the maximum relevant minimum redundancy (MRMR) is used to select the
optimal feature set from the set of influencing factors. Then, the processed load
data and its corresponding optimal selection are input into the IPSO-LSTM model
to obtain the final prediction result. Finally, taking the relevant data of EV charging
load in a city in China from November 2021 to April 2022 (the city experienced
two local epidemics in December 2021 and March 2022 respectively) as an
example, the model is evaluated and compared with other models under the
forecast period of 1 h. Meanwhile, the performance of the model under different
foresight periods (2 h, 4 h, 6 h) is compared and analyzed. The results show that
the model has good stability and representativeness, and can be used for EV
charging load prediction under the COVID-19 pandemic.

KEYWORDS
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1 Introduction

Effective renewable friendly smart grid technologies contribute
to the development of RWJ projects, indirectly facilitating friendly
interactions between EVs and the grid (Zhong et al,, 2014). The
multi-time scale short-term prediction of EV charging load is an
important reference for intraday demand-side response (Li and Pye,
2018), and can provide a reference for the optimal scheduling of the
distribution network with electric vehicles (Zakernezhad et al,
2022), so accurate multi-time-scale electric vehicle charging load
forecasting is of great significance. At the end of 2019, the spread of
COVID-19 had an impact on the entire electricity industry and
renewable energy in many countries (Liu, 2020), and renewable
energy consumption affects economic growth (The State Council of
the People’s Republic of China). Under the general strategy of “
foreign defense against imports, internal defense against rebound”
and the general policy of “dynamic clearing” in China, people’s
willingness to travel will be reduced when the epidemic occurs, and
travel will be restricted at certain times (Xi'an Municipal People’s
Government, 2022), which will lead to significant changes in the
charging load of electric vehicles. Large-scale use of electric vehicles
can significantly reduce carbon emissions, but the load of large-scale
electric vehicles has strong randomness, which is a huge challenge
for power system security and stability (Leou et al., 2014; SALAH
et al., 2015).

At present, the main research methods of electric vehicle charging
load forecasting can be divided into two categories: model-driven and
data-driven forecasting methods. The former uses mathematical
statistics to establish a probability model, and on this basis uses
Monte Carlo simulation to predict (Iversen et al, 2017; Zhang et al,
2018; Twafune et al,, 2020). Compared with such methods, relying on
data-driven methods for EV charging load forecasting is more
transferable and can reduce forecasting costs. The development of
IoT technology has driven the development of a large number of cloud-
based electric vehicle services (Atif et al., 2016; Chen and Chang, 2016),
and data integration platforms have been established in many provinces
in China (Shaanxi Provincial Development and Reform Commission,
2022; State-owned Assets Supervision, 2022; State-owned Assets
Supervision and Administration Commission of the State Council,
2022). In this context, data-driven forecasting methods have received
more attention (Wang et al,, 2022). Back Propagation Neural Network
(BPNN) (Dabbaghjamanesh et al.,, 2021), Auto-Regressive and Moving
Average (ARMA) (Wen et al, 2019), Convolutional Neural Network
(CNN) (Zhang X. et al, 2021), Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM)
(Zhu et al,, 2019), and other methods are beginning to be applied to EV
charging load prediction. Since the impact of COVID-19 on EV
charging loads is not instantaneous, this requires predictive models
to remember information delivered over longer periods of time.
Therefore, this paper will continue to take advantage of the LSTM
network’s ability to learn long-range dependencies to build an effective
EV charging load forecasting model (Bayrak et al., 2020).

Under normal circumstances, the electric vehicle charging load
is similar to the power load in terms of data characteristics, and both
show periodic changes. The influence of influencing factors is often
considered in power load forecasting (Lin et al., 2021; Bian et al,
2022). Therefore, in order to further improve the forecasting
accuracy, factors such as temperature, electricity price, and date
type have also begun to be considered in electric vehicle charging
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load forecasting (Abbas et al., 2019; Feng et al., 2021; Zhang et al,,
2022). Among them (Abbas et al., 2019) used meteorological data
and historical load as influencing factors to accurately predict the
load; Literature (Feng et al., 2021) considered two related factors of
electricity price and temperature, using EMGM to predict the
charging load of electric vehicles, and using LSTM for error
correction; Literature (Zhang et al, 2022) using The multi-
channel 1DCNN extracts the load characteristics of different time
scales under the influence factors such as meteorological
characteristics and date characteristics (seasonal type, week type),
and inputs them into the TCN to establish a time-dependent
relationship for each characteristic and improve the forecast
accuracy. But the COVID-19 outbreak is a non-periodic
emergency, and its impact on EV load is contingent and
persistent. As of August 2022, the COVID-19 outbreak is
ongoing, with concentrated outbreaks continuing across China.
The establishment of a forecasting model capable of rapid
response to the epidemic (or similar emergencies) and with high
accuracy is conducive to the development of demand-side response
plans and scheduling plans (National Health Commission of the
People’s Republic of China, 2022). Therefore, during the epidemic
period, electric vehicle load not only needs to consider the impact of
temperature, electricity price and other factors, but also the impact
of epidemic-related factors.

In the process of load forecasting using machine learning methods, it
is necessary to perform feature selection on relevant factors. Commonly
used feature analysis methods include the covariance method, the
Pearson coefficient method, the maximal information coefficient
(MIC) (Reshef et al, 2011) and the MIC-based mRMR (Peng et al.,
2005). Among them, literature (Xie et al.,, 2022) used Pearson coefficients
to determine the key influencing factors of loads, which were regarded as
multivariate information, and then input them into LSTM to obtain a
load prediction model with multi-information fusion. However, the
Pearson coefficient can only reflect the linear correlation, but there may
be a nonlinear relationship between the EV charging load and the related
factors, and it is difficult to describe the change of EV charging load
linearly, so it is more suitable for the MIC and mRMR. Literature (Sun
et al,, 2022) for the existing in different moments of each influential
factors to load the same degree of contribution to the problem, the use of
mutual information (MI) to portray different moments under the degree
of contribution of each factor, and then use the Bidirectional Long Short-
Term Memory (Bi-LSTM) to get the final prediction results. MIC was
applied to short-term electricity load forecasting, effectively improving
the screening effect of the feature sequence (Ge et al, 2021), and
literature (Zhang et al,, 2023) utilized MIC and Akaike information
criterion to select input variables, obtain key information, and reduce the
difficulty of model training. However, the redundancy of epidemic-
related feature sequences in EV charging load in the context of COVID-
19 is high, which is not considered in the MIC, while the mRMR
incorporates the redundancy in the sequences into the screening metrics
(Dai et al,, 2014), which is more suitable for electric vehicle charging load
forecasting under the COVID-19 outbreak.

This paper aims to implement a predictive model that can
quickly respond to an outbreak (or similar emergencies) with
high accuracy. This method fully considers the impact of the
epidemic, establishes five epidemic-related influencing factors,
uses mRMR to select the optimal feature set from the set of
influencing factors including epidemic factors and meteorological
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factors, and uses IPSO-LSTM to predict the short-term load of EV
charging load with multiple foresight periods. The main novelties of
this paper are as follows:

(1) A charging load forecasting model for electric vehicles that
can quickly respond to the epidemic (or similar emergencies)
and has high accuracy is established.

(2) The epidemic-related data are processed to make the data
more suitable for the forecasting of electric vehicle charging
load during the COVID-19 pandemic, and mRMR is used to
select the best input features according to the characteristics
of the epidemic feature sequence.

—~
W
=~

For the determination of model parameters, IPSO is used to
optimize the training parameters, which improves the forecast
accuracy, and the effectiveness of the proposed model is
verified by an example.

The organization of this paper is as follows: Section 2 introduces
the above methods, including mRMR, IPSO-LSTM prediction
model, and predictive performance evaluation indicators; Section
3 introduces data trends and related characteristics; Section 4 carries
out case studies; Section 5 discusses the results; and Section 6 gives
research conclusions.

2 Methods
2.1 Maximum relevant minimum redundancy

In order to consider the correlation between the single feature
variable and the target variable, and consider the linear relationship
and nonlinear relationship at the same time, the MIC method can be
selected to judge the correlation between the two sequences.

The MIC method was proposed by Reshef in 2011, which can
effectively detect linear or other functional relationships between
two variables (Li et al, 2015). The concept of using mutual
information in the MIC method can be expressed as:

p(dxd,)

e D (1)
p(d)p(dy)

1(dod,) = | p(dud,)log,

Where: d, and d, are the values of the sequence x and y
respectively; I(-) is the mutual information function; p(:) is the
probability density distribution function. It is relatively difficult to
calculate the joint probability density distribution function.
Therefore, on the basis of mutual information, the MIC method
discretizes the relationship of the two variables into a two-
dimensional space to estimate the probability density function.

MIC can be calculated by formula (2) and (3):

dx,d
1(dd,) = I(dy,dy) = Jp(dx,dy)logzﬁp(;)y)

) 1(dyx, dv)
Iyic (%, y) = max log, (min(—a, ) (3)

)

In the formula: a and b are the discretized numbers in the dx
and dy directions; I ¢ (x, y) is the MIC of the sequence x and y.
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The mRMR method can penalize redundant features with high
correlation among the selected features (Zhang et al., 2019). Among
all feature sequences, new feature sequences are incrementally
selected, each time the locally optimal feature is selected.

Defined D (S, y) as the correlation between all features and the
target variable y, R(S) is the redundancy of all features, where is the
feature set composed of all features, that is:

D(S,y) :% ZIMIC(di:)/) (4)
d;eS

RO == Y Tuc(dsd;) (5)
didjeS

Lurmr = max (D(S,y) - R(S)) (6)

Where: d; is the ith feature sequence; m is the number of feature
sequences in the finally selected feature set; I,,rmr is the mRMR
value of the feature sequence. The final feature subset can be
obtained by solving the optimization problem shown in Eq. 6.

2.2 Improved particle swarm
optimization—long short term memory
(IPSO-LSTM)

2.2.1 Long short term memory

LSTM is a neural network obtained by improving RNN
(Hochreiter and Schmidhuber, 1997). Compared with RNN,
LSTM deal with the
disappearance and gradient explosion. The difference between
LSTM and RNN is that LSTM adds a memory unit Cell and
three gates (input gate, forget gate and output gate) to the
neurons in the hidden layer. The internal structure of LSTM is

can better problem of gradient

shown in Figure 1.
The propagation formula of the LSTM computing node at time t
can be expressed as Eqs 7-11.

i = g(Wiihiy + Wx, + b;) (7)

¢t = frecey +ip - tanh (Wichy + Woox, + be) (8)
fe=g(Whrhis + Wigx, +by) 9)

0r = g(Wiohi—1 + Woxxe + Weoc +by) (10)

h; = o; - tanh(c;) (11)

In Figure 1, the input gate controls the information entering the
node, the forget gate controls the retention of the historical state in
the Cell, and the output gate controls the information of the
computing node output.

2.2.2 Improved particle swarm optimization
algorithm (IPSO)

The particle swarm optimization algorithm can be described as:
Assuming that there is a population of particles in the dimension
space, the velocity and position of the ith particle are respectively,
and the optimal position of the individual particle and the optimal
position of the group at time are evaluated by the objective function.
Then iteratively update the velocity and position of each particle by
the following formula (Zhang Y. G. et al,, 2021).
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FIGURE 1
The basic LSTM cell.
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FIGURE 2
IPSO-LSTM flow chart.

Vi = wVk + clrl(Pffd - Xf»f,,) + szz(PZd - X’;d) (12)
X = X 4 v 0

The inertia weight w directly affects the convergence
efficiency of the PSO algorithm. Increasing w can improve the
global convergence ability of the algorithm, and decreasing can
increase the local convergence ability of the algorithm. The
constant of the original w algorithm will not change with the
increase of the number of iterations, which will weaken the global
optimization ability of the algorithm and reduce the convergence
speed of the algorithm. A new nonlinear inertia weight w is
proposed, which makes the algorithm have better global
convergence ability in the initial stage of iteration, and
decreases w in the later stage of iteration, thereby improving
the local convergence ability of the algorithm. The form w is
as follows.
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Output Gate

E k
w=a- 51n<5~<1—Kmax>n>+b (14)

In the formula: w is the inertia weight; d=1,2,--,n;
i=1,2,---,m; k is the number of iterations; Vs is the velocity of
the ith particle in the dth dimension; ¢; and ¢, is a non-negative
constant; r; and r; is the maximum number of iterations; k is the
curvature adjustment parameter.

2.2.3 IPSO-LSTM model

The LSTM neural network optimized by the IPSO algorithm is
called the IPSO-LSTM model. Taking the two-layer LSTM network as
an example, the particles in the IPSO algorithm are, which represents the
number of neurons in the first hidden layer of the LSTM network, and
represents the second LSTM network. The number of neurons in the
hidden layer represents the learning rate of the LSTM network.

The flowchart of the ITPSO-LSTM network model is shown
in Figure 2.

The specific steps in Figure 2 are as follows:

Step 1: Preprocess the sample data, remove abnormal data, fill in
the incomplete data, convert the input data into matrix form, and
initialize the IPSO algorithm parameters

Step 2: Define fitness. The mean square error of the predicted value
of the LSTM network is used as the particle fitness value fit;

fit="3 (G- (15)

Step 3: Using the position information of the particles as the
parameters of the LSTM network, construct multiple LSTM networks

Step 4: Train all networks to get the fitness value of each particle.
Update individual extrema and group extremum

Step 5: Iteratively update particle velocity and position information

with nonlinear inertia weights according to individual extremum
and group extremum
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FIGURE 3
Overall framework.

Step 6: Stop iterating after meeting the conditions or reaching the
maximum number of iterations, otherwise go back to Step 3

Step 7: Get the optimized parameters, increase the number of
iterations to 100, and retrain the LSTM network

Step 8: Predict through the trained IPSO-LSTM network.

2.3 A novel hybrid model based on mRMR
and IPSO-LSTM

Based on the above analysis, this section proposes a forecasting
model based on mRMR and IPSO-LSTM for the short-term
forecasting of EV COVID-19
pandemic, and the overall framework is shown in Figure 3.

charging loads during the

The framework shown in Figure 3 can be summarized into three
parts, which are as follows.

Part 1: Data processing. Analyze the basic characteristics of
original data, supplement missing data, and correct extreme data
and abnormal data.

Part 2: Feature extraction. Considering the hysteresis of epidemic
factors, a factor set containing five groups of 20 epidemic factors was
established, and the feature sequence is dimensionless processed, and the
mRMR method is used to obtain the optimal feature set.

Frontiers in Energy Research

Part 3: Final forecast. The optimized LSTM model is obtained by
IPSO, and the elements in the optimal feature set are added to
predict the electric vehicle charging load to obtain the final
forecast result.

2.4 Evaluation indicators

In this study, the mean absolute error (MAE), root mean square
error (RMSE) and symmetric mean absolute percentage error
(SMAPE) were selected as the evaluation criteria for evaluating
the forecast accuracy of each model, and the calculation formula is
shown in Eqs 16-18.

MAE = lib’,‘ _y.| (16)
lel 1 1
13 5
RMSE = Nz(y"_y") (17)
i=1
N 0 — .
SMAPE:@Z bibdl (18)

N 505151+ )

Where: N is the number of samples, y; is the measured value, y,
is the predicted value.
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3 Analysis of influencing factors of
electric vehicle charging load

The charging load of electric vehicles is mainly affected by travel
willingness, and its daily variation is mainly affected by charging
habits and charging prices. Under normal circumstances, the
production and life in an area have regularity, so the charging
load changes have periodicity, and the fluctuation of adjacent days
will not be very large. However, in some regional special events,
some traffic control measures may be taken, or some policies and
guidelines may be implemented to restrict people’s travel, which
may directly or indirectly affect the user’s travel psychology, thereby
changing the travel route or reducing the travel, and then affecting
the charging load of some regions or the whole region’s
charging station.

3.1 The influence of conventional factors on
charging load

Conventional factors mainly consider the impact of time, date
type, weather and so on.

3.1.1 Influence of time factor on charging load

Time factors mainly include seasonal, holiday and cyclical
factors. Cyclical factors can be divided into daily cyclical factors,

Frontiers in Energy Research

weekly cyclical factors, monthly cyclical factors and annual
cyclical factors. The data selected in this paper is from
November 2021 to April 2022, a total of 6 months, so only the
influence of daily cyclical factors and weekly cyclical factors are
considered. The correlation between time factor and charging
load is shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4 shows the degree of correlation between the load of
the previous day and the load of the previous week and the
current load at the current time, in which the load of the previous
day and the current load show an obvious positive correlation,
while the correlation between the previous week and the current
and the three factors also have

load is not obvious,

mutual influence.

3.1.2 The impact of date type on charging load

The user’s travel habits may be affected by the date type, and
there is a difference between non-working days such as weekends or
holidays and working days, which will cause changes in the charging
load. Load statistics are collected from Monday to Sunday, as shown
in Table 1.

As can be seen from Table 1, the load varies from Monday to
Sunday. The maximum load from Monday to Friday is 218000 kW
(Tuesday), which is larger than the load on Sunday, while the
minimum load is 159000 kW (Monday), which is smaller than
the load on Saturday, with no obvious difference. Therefore, the
effect of date type on charging load needs further study.

frontiersin.org


https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/energy-research
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://doi.org/10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

Xie et al.

TABLE 1 Date type and charging load statistics.

Date type Maximum load/ Average load/
Monday 1.59 5.59
Tuesday 218 6.22

Wednesday 1.49 5.14
Thursday 1.48 5.24
Friday 1.93 5.98
Saturday 1.62 4.97
Sunday 2.00 5.56

3.1.3 The influence of meteorological factors on
the charging load

The charging load of electric vehicles will be affected by users’
willingness to travel. For example, when encountering extreme
weather, users will reduce unnecessary travel, leading to a
decrease in charging load, while weather types will affect
temperature, relative humidity and air quality index. For
example, when there is heavy rain, it may cause a decrease in
temperature, an increase in relative humidity, a decrease in air
quality index and a decrease in wind. The temperature will affect the
driving range of electric vehicles, the longest driving range when the
temperature is moderate, the shortest driving range when the
temperature is too high or too low, and the temperature will also
affect the use of air conditioning in the car, the use of air
conditioning will increase power consumption. Figure 5 shows
the correlation between temperature, relative humidity, wind, air

-

o)

quality index, and charging load.

10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

As shown in Figure 5, there is a strong positive correlation
between temperature and load. As the temperature rises, the use of
air conditioning in the car increases the load. However, it can also be
seen that when the temperature is low, the load is also at a higher
level due to the increase in vehicle power consumption. There is a
strong negative correlation between relative humidity and load,
because the change of humidity is related to precipitation in
many cases, when the weather is not good, it will affect the
desire to travel, avoid unnecessary travel and lead to load
reduction. When the weather is particularly good, travel
enthusiasm is strong, and the increase of vehicle frequency leads
to the increase of load. There was no significant correlation between
wind and air quality index and charging load.

3.1.4 Influence of time-of-use price on
charging load

Most of the public charging stations in the city adopt time-
of-use (TOU), and the implementation of TOU is of great
significance to guide the orderly charging of electric vehicles
and reduce the pressure on the grid. The charging price of
charging stations using TOU is mostly divided into 6 periods
(the price may be different), each period and the corresponding
price are shown in Table 2. The price in the table is electricity,
excluding service fee.

As can be seen from Figure 6, the peak daily load of electric
vehicle charging load appears at 0, and the trough price is just from
23 to 6. During this period of time, the load is high in most cases, and
the charging price during the time of 11:00-18:00 is medium, but
after a morning of power consumption, some vehicles that need to
supplement the power during the day will choose to charge at this
time, and after 18:00 is the rush hour, some commuter cars will
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FIGURE 5

Correlation between temperature, relative humidity, wind, air quality index and charging load.
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TABLE 2 Electric vehicle charging station price information.

Time Price (Yuan/degree)

0:00-6:00 0.25
6:00-8:00 0.60
8:00-11:00 0.95
11:00-18:00 0.60
18:00-22:00 0.95
22:00-24:00 0.25
150000
e Load .
: Price |
125000 ‘\ |"
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FIGURE 6

Time division tariff and its corresponding load change.

charge at this time, so the load is larger. However, on the whole, it
basically conforms to the characteristics of large load when the price
is high and small load when the price is low.

3.2 The influence of unconventional factors
on charging load

In addition to the routine factors mentioned in 3.2, taking into
account the key events in recent years in China, the novel
coronavirus epidemic, which has had a huge impact on people’s
production and life in the past 3 years, is selected as the main
unconventional factors to study from four aspects: the number of
new confirmed cases, the number of high-risk areas, the number of
medium-risk areas, and epidemic prevention policies. The
correlation between epidemic factors and charging load is shown
in Figure 7.

As can be seen from Figure 7, the number of newly confirmed
cases, the number of high-risk areas, the number of medium-risk
areas, and epidemic prevention policies are negatively correlated
with the charging load. The more new confirmed cases, the more
serious the outbreak. The greater the number of high risk areas
indicates the greater the number of areas seriously affected by the
epidemic, which indicates the depth of the development of the
epidemic to a certain extent. The more at-risk areas, the more areas
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affected by the epidemic, to a certain extent indicates the breadth of
the epidemic development, and the more stringent epidemic
prevention policies, indicating that the more areas are sealed and
controlled, the more restrictions on people’s travel, all of which will
reduce the load. The new confirmed cases were negatively correlated
with the epidemic prevention policy, indicating that the epidemic
prevention policy has been dynamically adjusted in strict accordance
with the development of the epidemic situation, and the epidemic
prevention policy has indeed prevented the further spread of the
epidemic, which is in line with the development law of the epidemic,
and is suitable for epidemic prevention and control. The number of
high-risk areas and the number of medium-risk areas is positively
correlated with epidemic prevention policy. According to China’s
epidemic prevention policy, according to the number of newly
confirmed cases, regions can be divided into high-risk areas and
medium-risk areas, and at some times, they are also divided into
prevention areas, while high-risk areas will be banned or restricted to
go out (by time or by number of people), indicating that the more
the number of medium-risk areas, the more the number of high-risk
areas, the more the number of high-risk areas. The more stringent
the epidemic prevention policy. Therefore, when making
predictions, it is very necessary to consider such unconventional
factors as the epidemic.

4 Case analysis
4.1 Data sources

In this paper, the load of electric vehicles under the influence of
COVID-19 in a city in China is taken as the research object. In recent
years, the city’s new energy vehicle industry has developed rapidly.
The province’s electric power company built a new energy vehicle
intelligent monitoring platform in July 2019, which can monitor the
operation of charging piles in real time. This article obtained the
electric vehicle load data for a total of 181 days in the capital city of
the province from 1 November 2021 to 30 April 2022 through this
platform, and obtained meteorological data such as temperature on
the website of the city’s meteorological bureau. The data sampling
interval for 1h, a total of 4,344 samples were collected. The
epidemic-related data was obtained on the website of the
Provincial Health and Health Commission. The data sampling
interval was 1 day, and a total of 181 samples were collected. In
this process, there may be data missing and data mutation. In this
paper, the interpolation method is used to ensure the smoothness of
the data. When it is judged that the original data is 0 or abrupt, the
data average of the previous time and the next time is used to replace
the missing data. If the continuous data is 0, the data of the previous
moment will be uniformly used instead.

’ 0.5(di-y +di1) dy=0,d 20
dt = dt+l dr =0, dt+1 =0
di dii 20

(19)

Where: d;_; is the data at the previous moment; d;., is the data
at the next moment; d; and d; are the data before and after the
correction at the current moment, respectively.

During this period, the city experienced two local outbreaks in
December 2021 and March 2022 respectively, among which the
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FIGURE 8
The load in the period with and without confirmed cases.

outbreak on 9 December 2021 was the most severe outbreak in the
city since the COVID-19 outbreak in 2019. The load in the period
with and without confirmed cases is shown in Figure 8.

It can be seen from Figure 8 that COVID-19 has a significant
impact on EV load, and the two impacts have different degrees, with the
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impact of the December epidemic being greater than that of the March
epidemic. COVID-19 indirectly affects EV load by affecting people’s
travel conditions to a certain extent. Compared with other factors, this
impact is more complex, irregular, non-cyclical and has a lag. Table 3
shows the electric vehicle load and epidemic statistics in the city.
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TABLE 3 Statistics of electric vehicle load and epidemic situation.

The data type Data length Maximum value

10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

Minimum value Average value Standard deviation

Electric vehicle load 4,344 283871.68 51.04 41961.76 34491.67
New confirmed cases 181 255 0 13.34 39.15
Number of moderate risk areas 181 150 0 11.03 26.85
Number of high risk areas 181 3 0 0.31 0.76

The data presented in Table 1 can be seen as follows: (1) For the
charging load of electric vehicles, its maximum value is large,
indicating that the city has a high ownership of electric vehicles.
There is a huge difference between the maximum value and the
minimum value, and the standard deviation is large, and the ratio to
the average value is also large but less than 1, indicating that the load
is volatile. (2) For the new confirmed cases and the number of
medium-risk areas, the two types of data had a large maximum
value, indicating that there was a large-scale epidemic in the city in
some periods. There is a big difference between the maximum value
and the minimum value, and it has a large standard deviation. The
ratio of the standard deviation and the average value is between two
to three, indicating that these two types of data are highly volatile,
which can reflect the impact scope of the epidemic to a certain
extent, and their changes may cause some epidemic prevention
policy changes. (3) For the number of high-risk areas, the maximum
value is not large, and there is little difference between the minimum
value and the maximum value. The standard deviation is also small,
but the ratio to the average is large, which indicates that the data is
highly volatile and reflects the severity of the epidemic to a certain
extent. The change of the data may also cause some epidemic
prevention policy changes.

4.2 Feature selection based on mRMR

There are many kinds of feature sequences in EV load
forecasting, and it is necessary to calculate the correlation
between these feature sequences and the load series to be
predicted, and select an appropriate set of feature sequences as
the input of the forecasting model. The influence of meteorological
factors such as temperature and date types are usually considered in
the prediction of power load. It is assumed that these factors will also
have a certain impact on the charging load of electric vehicles.
Therefore, these influencing factors and the impact of COVID-19
are taken into account in this paper. Considering the hysteresis of
epidemic factors, it is assumed that EV charging load will be affected
by epidemic factors 1-3 days before the current day, and the
influencing factor set is established as shown in Table 4.

Take P;. DL, and CC; in the table as examples, Py represents
the current electricity price, P, represents the electricity price 1 h
ago; DL; represents the load value at the same time 1 day ago, DL,
represents the load value at the same time 2 days ago, CC, represents
the new confirmed cases of the day, CC; represents the new
confirmed cases of the day before.

Before feature selection, data should be processed dimensionless
to make the data have the same specification and accelerate the
convergence of neural network. Electric vehicle load, meteorological
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series and electricity price data can be normalized to the interval
[-0.5, 0.5] to achieve dimensionless. Different from the common [0,
1] interval, neural networks tend to input data centered on 0.
Therefore, setting the center of the normalized interval as 0 is

conducive to the convergence of neural networks, and
normalization is shown in Eq. 20.
d- Aimax+dmin
d=—-2 (20)
dmax - dmin

Where: d,,,ux and d,,;, are the maximum and minimum values of
d respectively.

The date type sequence defines working days as 0, weekends as 1,
and holidays as 2 to identify the load characteristics of different
date types.

Since the time granularity of epidemic data was inconsistent
with EV charging load data, MIC was first used to analyze the
correlation between epidemic data and daily average load. The
results showed that MIC values
information were all above 0.8, showing strong correlation. In

of 20 epidemic related
order to improve the sensitivity of intra-day load to epidemic
information, the charging load of electric vehicles was divided
according to whether there was an epidemic (the first confirmed
case was regarded as the beginning of an epidemic, and the 7-day
absence of new cases was regarded as the end of an epidemic). The
average value of the two groups of data was respectively taken as the
typical characteristic curve of epidemic period and non-epidemic
period. Thus, the proportion of load at each moment in the total load
of a day can be obtained, that is, the proportion of epidemic period
and non-epidemic period. Then, multiply the epidemic information
to get the epidemic data with unified time granularity. For such data,
if the interval —[-0.5, 0.5] is used, the discrimination degree is low.
Therefore, the interval of epidemic data is mapped to [0,10] to
improve the sensitivity to epidemic information with a larger
interval range.

In order to consider the correlation between the single characteristic
variable and the target variable, as well as the linear and nonlinear
relationships, MIC method can be chosen to judge the correlation
between two sequences. The correlation between each sequence is
shown in Figure 9.

The MIC value of some sequences in Figure 9 and itself is not 1,
because it is necessary to grid dx and dy when calculating the MIC.
When the series is discrete data and the distribution is very uneven,
the MIC value of the same series is likely to be different from 1,
which is a normal situation and does not affect the conclusion. The
feature set with MIC values greater than 0.6 were selected from high
to low according to the MIC, as shown in Table 5.

As can be seen from Figure 9, the feature subset selected
according to the MIC method in Table 3 have a lot of redundant
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TABLE 4 Influencing factor set.

Factors type Influencing factors Display method
Meteorological factors Temperature T
Relative humidity H
Wind w
Air quality index A
Electricity prices Current time and previous 1 h electricity price P,
The date type Date type D
Historical load value Load value 1-3 h before the current time HL,
Load value 1-3 days before the current time DL,
Load value 1-3 weeks before the current time WL
Epidemic factors New confirmed cases in the city on that day and the previous 1-3 days CCy
Number of medium risk areas in the city for the day and the previous 1-3 days NM;
Number of high risk areas in the city for the day and the previous 1-3 days NH;
Whether the city was infected on that day and 1-3 days before YN,
Epidemic prevention policy of the City for the day and the previous 1-3 days (Lockdown/No-lockdown) EP,

FIGURE 9
MIC between each sequences.
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TABLE 5 Feature sets obtained by feature selection (MIC and mRMR).

The sorting Feature selection method
MIC mRMR

1 YN, DL,
2 YN, DL,
3 DL, YN,
4 YN; HL,
5 YN, EP;
6 NH, NH;
7 NH, NM,
8 DL, CCs
9 NH; T

10 NH, DL;
11 DL, EP,
12 EP; A

13 EP, H

14 EP, WL,
15 HL, WL,
16 EP, HL,

information. For example, the correlation of: YN; and Y Ny.
YN,,YN; and YN, are very high (0.83), and the information is
almost completely repeated. They should not exist in the feature

10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

subset at the same time. Therefore, in order to reduce the
redundancy of feature sequences, mRMR method is selected
on the basis of MIC to achieve feature selection (Xie et al., 2017).
The feature subset selected by mRMR is shown in Table 5.

4.3 Electric vehicle charging load forecast
based on IPSO-LSTM

Set the data according to 6: 2: 2 is divided into training set,
validation set and testing set, where the data of training set is the first
109 days (data volume is 2,616, accounting for 60.22%), validation
set is the middle 36 days (data volume is 864, accounting for
19.89%), and testing set is the last 36 days (data volume is 864,
accounting for 19.89%), as shown in Figure 10.

In Figure 10, blue is the training set, green is the validation set, and
red is the testing set. Both the training set and the testing set included
epidemic period and non-epidemic period, which ensured the accuracy
of the model establishment and the reliability of the test. The validation
set is used to determine the number of input features and the input
parameters in the IPSO-LSTM model.

The initial parameters in the IPSO-LSTM model were set as:
the number of individuals in the population was 10; The iteration
number K,y is 20; The value range of neuron number Iy; and I;
in hidden layer of particle X; (l;;, i, &) is (The State Council of
the People’s Republic of China; Peng et al., 2005); The value range
of learning rate ¢ is [0.005,0.05]; The value range of velocity of
each dimension is [-1,1], [-1,1], [-0.002,0.002]; a = 0.6; b = 0.3;
n = 1.7; The optimizer is Adam; The number of input neurons is
three load values and their corresponding characteristics; The
number of output neurons is 1 (Zhang Y. G. et al,, 2021). IPSO
was used to optimize the three parameters in LSTM, and the
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FIGURE 10

The load value of training and testing data set ranged from 1/11/2021 to 30/4/2022.
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Adaptation and hyperparameter variation curves. (A) Fitness. (B) Learning

fitness function was set to the minimum MAE. The curves of
fitness, the number of neurons in the two hidden layers and the
learning rate obtained in the optimization process were shown
in Figure 11.

As can be seen from Figure 11, the fitness value tends to be
stable at the eighth iteration after two declines, and the optimal
parameter after [IPSO optimization is as follows: the number of
neurons in hidden layer 1 is 27, the number of neurons in hidden
layer 2 is 28, and the learning rate is 0.0064.

The influencing factors in Table 5 were input into the forecasting
model one by one in order, and the minimum number of input
features of SMAPE was taken as the optimal feature set. The
relationship between the error on the validation set and the
number of input features is shown in Figure 12.

In Figure 12, SMAPE values are different under different
number of input features. When the number of input features is
1-12, the SMAPE value fluctuates continuously, and when the
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number of input features is 6, the SMAPE value is the smallest.
When the number of input features is greater than 12, the SMAPE
value increases rapidly, which indicates that the more input features
is not the better, and too much input will make the model not
selective. Therefore, the number of input features is chosen to be 6.

Finally, the optimal feature set of the forecasting model is
{DL,,DL,;,YN,,HL,EP;, NH3}. The electric vehicle load
forecast results of the city based on the IPSO-LSTM model and
the optimal feature set considering the impact of the epidemic are
shown in Figure 13.

As can be seen from Figure 13A, the forecast effect at the peak
is poor, while the prediction effect at other points is good. In
Figure 13B, when the load value is greater than 120000 kW, the
point is far away from the dashed line, which also verifies the
deficiency of peak prediction. When the load value is less than
120000 kW, the predicted point falls near the dashed line, which
has good accuracy.
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SMAPE with different number of input features.

5 Comparative analysis and discussion

In order to verify the forecast accuracy and stability of the
proposed model in multiple dimensions, three experiments are
compared in this section.

5.1 Comparison of forecasting models

In order to verify the forecast accuracy and stability of the
proposed model, four different forecasting models, namely, BPNN,
ARMA, LSTM and IPSO-LSTM, are used for comparison. Figure 14
shows the forecast results of the four forecasting models.

It can be seen from Figure 14 that the IPSO-LSTM model is
better than BPNN, ARMA and LSTM. However, in general, the
errors of the four models are larger when the load value is greater
than 100000 kW. As a whole, the forecast effect increases with the

25210 :

10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

increase of the load value, and the forecast effect further decreases
when the peak value is large.

Table 6 shows the forecast performance indexes when the four
forecasting models are adopted.

According to the forecast performance index results in Table 4, it can
be seen that IPSO-LSTM > LSTM > ARMA > BPNN as a whole in terms
of forecast effect. In terms of MAE value, IPSO-LSTM decreased by
25.02%, 18.63% and 2.41% compared with BPNN, ARMA and LSTM,
respectively. In terms of RMSE and SMAPE, IPSO-LSTM is also 2%-
13% lower than BPNN, ARMA and LSTM, respectively. This shows that
LSTM can better learn the long-distance dependence relationship
depending on its own advantages, which is suitable for application in
EV charging load forecasting.

5.2 Comparison of different sets of
influencing factors

To measure the influence of COVID-19 epidemic related factors
on EV load forecasting, this paper divides the influencing factor set
into two categories: one is all factors except epidemic factors in
Table 2, which is represented by (2, for convenience; One category is
all the factors shown in Table 2, which is denoted by Q, for
convenience. Figure 15 shows the forecast results of EV charging
load in the city under different influencing factor sets.

It can be seen from Figure 15 that the forecast effect is not
significantly improved when the influencing factor set is €,
compared with that without considering the influencing factors.
However, when the influencing factor set is ), the forecast effect of
the high-load area is significantly improved. Figure 10B clearly
shows that in the region of 15000KW-21000kW load value,
there is a significant gap with the influencing factor set €.
Compared with Figure 10A, it can be seen that the load in this
range is the peak load point of non-epidemic period after the
epidemic ended in March. These results show that: (1) adding
epidemic factors to EV charging load forecasting can improve the
forecast effect; (2) Adding epidemy-related factors can improve the
forecast effect from areas with high load values, the essence of which
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FIGURE 13
Final forecast results. (A) Forecast result chart, (B) Forecast scatter plot.

Frontiers in Energy Research

25
Load/kW «10°

800

frontiersin.org


https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/energy-research
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://doi.org/10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

Xie et al. 10.3389/fenrg.2024.1341246

10 x10°
25 T 25 . . . . 7
7A;l:‘:‘|value == == Actual value 7
ARMA ® BPNN '
LSTM ® ARMA 7
2 IPSO-LSTM 7 2r ® LsTM 7 1
® |PSO-LSTM '
15 * T
s E
3 8
k| S
L | ]
(N
| | ! ) ‘ ‘). i
05 (¥l i i [ U ‘ i | I i ‘ |l 1 1
R RV AR AR E AR LA AN AR kY |
0 L L L L L L L L 25
o 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 -
Sampling points Load/kW «x10°
FIGURE 14
Comparison of the forecast results of the four forecasting models. (A) Forecast result chart, (B) Forecast scatter plot.
TABLE 6 Forecast performance indexes of the four forecasting models. TABLE 7 Forecast performance indexes under different sets of influencing
factors.
Forecasting model MAE RMSE SMAPE ] ]
Set of influencing factors MAE RMSE  SMAPE
BPNN 14446.80 23083.79 36.95
— 10831.79 20659.53 27.10
ARMA 13312.23 22606.67 31.64
(O] 10127.67 20604.54 24.20
LSTM 11099.78 2033221 27.80
o, 8461.82 12686.39 22.61
IPSO-LSTM 10831.79 20259.53 27.10
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FIGURE 15

Comparison of forecast results under different influence factor sets. (A) Forecast result chart, (B) Forecast scatter plot.

is to identify the sudden change point of load by quantifying the = SMAPE are reduced by 16.45%, 38.43% and 6.57%, respectively,

influencing factors of epidemic. compared with that when the influencing factor set is ;. These
Table 7 shows the forecast performance indexes under different  results show that: (1) adding influencing factors to EV charging load
sets of influencing factors. forecasting can improve the forecast effect; (2) The improvement of the

As can be seen from Table 5, when the influencing factor setis )y,  forecast effect by adding traditional influencing factors may be
MAE, RMSE and SMAPE are reduced by 6.50%, 0.26% and 10.70%,  universal, that is, it is reflected in the low-load value area without
respectively, compared with when the influencing factors are not  mutation. That is, the top two-thirds of Figure 15A, and the lower load
considered. When the influencing factor set is (), MAE, RMSE and  in the bottom third, but it is difficult to capture the turning point from
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The forecast results of the model proposed in this paper in different forecast periods (2 h, 4 h, 6 h). (A) Forecast result chart, (B) Forecast scatter plot.

TABLE 8 Evaluation index values of the forecast model proposed in this
paper in different forecast periods.

Forecast period (h) RMSE SMAPE
2 87846.89 13204.91 24.39
4 10078.42 15342.53 ‘ 28.85
6 11760.03 17500.07 ‘ 34.26

epidemic to non-epidemic period; (3) The addition of epidemic factors
significantly improved the forecast effect.

The above research shows that the model proposed in this
paper has a satisfactory effect on single-step forecasting.
However, in addition to focusing on the accuracy of the
forecast, the forecast results of different foresight periods are
of great significance for the intraday demand-side response with
EV charging loads.

5.3 Comparison of different forecast periods

The model proposed in this study is taken as an example to
illustrate the impact of different forecast periods on the forecast
results. Figure 16 shows the forecast results for the different forecast
periods (2 h, 4h, 6 h).

As can be seen from Figure 16, with the growth of the foresight
period, the deviation on the peak and valley value gradually
increases. This is due to the gradual accumulation of errors as
the forecast period increases, which reduces the forecast accuracy. In
addition, the accuracy of the forecasting at the turning point of the
epidemic also decreased, which may be because the sensitivity of the
quantitative treatment of epidemic factors for longer time changes is
not obvious. Table 8 lists the evaluation index values of the
forecasting model for the different forecast periods.

In Table 8, the MAE, RMSE and SMAPE all increase with the
growth of the foresight period, which is consistent with the results
in Figure 16.
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6 Conclusion

The main purpose of this study is to design an EV charging load
forecasting model with high accuracy that can quickly respond to
epidemic situations (or similar emergencies). In the case study, we
test the performance of the proposed model using measured data
during the COVID-19 in a city in China. The results show that:

(1) Aiming at the determination of hidden layer parameters and
learning rate in LSTM, IPSO was used to optimize the training
parameters, and the best parameters suitable for such data
were determined in the validation set, which improves the
prediction accuracy. The example showed that the accuracy of
the LSTM network optimized by IPSO can be improved by 2%
compared with that before optimization, which proves the
effectiveness of the proposed model.

By affecting travel, the epidemic has affected charging loads of
electric vehicles. The charging load of electric vehicles in the
two epidemic periods showed great changes compared with
the non-epidemic period, but the changes were different. It
can be considered that COVID-19 has a very important
impact on the charging load of electric vehicles, and the
impact results are related to the severity and spread of the
epidemic. It is therefore reasonable to take epidemic factors
into account in such forecasting problems in the context of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the process of data processing, the epidemic factors were
personalized, and the proportion coefficient of the
corresponding moment was obtained by taking the typical
characteristic curves of the epidemic period and the non-
epidemic period to unify the time granularity. Increasing the
range of the mapping interval to improve the sensitivity of
epidemic information is conducive to capturing the amount
of mutations, improving the forecast effect of peak and valley
values and turning points, focusing on improving the
prediction ability of high-load areas in non-epidemic
periods, and thus achieving the purpose of overall forecast
accuracy. Compared with the forecasting model without
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considering the influencing factors, MAE, RMSE and SMAPE

decreased by 21.88%, 38.59% and 16.57%, respectively, and

were more consistent with the current social background.
(4) The measured data of interaction changes between epidemic
and non-epidemic periods in a city in China were selected to
test the forecast effect of the model in epidemic and non-
epidemic periods. Compared with other forecasting models,
the model proposed in this paper achieves better and more
stable forecast results in both epidemic and non-epidemic
periods, with MAE, RMSE and SMAPE all reduced by more
than 20%, it showed that the forecasting model is consistent in
improving the forecast effect of data with different
characteristics. In addition, real-time demand-side response
is carried out based on the forecast results of multiple
foresight periods, which can alleviate the problem of large
load variation during the epidemic to a certain extent.

In addition, how to more reasonably unify the time granularity
of the feature series and load series, and how to more effectively
dimensionless the data to improve the sensitivity to the epidemic
situation are the focus of the next research when the hour-level
epidemic related data cannot be obtained. In future work, the
electric vehicle charging load forecasting method proposed in this
paper will be applied to the smart Internet of vehicles system in the
city in combination with the GPS road network system and
regional special event characteristics, and the real-time updated
multi-time scale forecasting results will provide reference for the
demand-side response under the background of epidemic
prevention and control.
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Nomenclature

BPNN Back Propagation Neural Network

ARMA Auto-Regressive and Moving Average

CNN Convolutional Neural Network

LSTM Long Short-Term Memor

MIC Maximal Information Coefficient

mRMR Maximum Relevance Minimum Redundancy

MI Mutual Information

Bi-LSTM Bidirectional Long Short-Term Memory

IPSO Improved Particle Swarm Optimization Algorithm
IPSO-LSTM  Improved Particle Swarm Optimization-Long Short Term Memory
MAE Mean Absolute Error

RMSE Root Mean Square Error

SMAPE Symmetric Mean Absolute Percentage Error

TOU Time-of-use
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