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Could toy hearts possibly work as well as a real heart? To �nd out, we
purchased six toy hearts, ranging from a spooky Halloween beating
heart to a colorful plush heart. Our guess was that toy hearts would
not work as well as a real human heart! We tested the toys in our
laboratory using the exact same tools and methods we use for testing
real hearts and mechanical blood pumps. We looked at �ow, pressure,
volume, and how well the toy heart pumped water. We also asked
three heart surgeons to judge each toy heart based on how real
they looked and what features they liked. As expected, the toy hearts
were not realistic and could not pump as well as a real heart. This
article combines human health and engineering as a fun and silly
scienti�c question. Our hope is that readers will �nd it educational
and entertaining!
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