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Mycobacteria are ancient types of bacteria that can cause serious
diseases in both people and animals. The best-known are
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which causes a lung disease called
tuberculosis, and Mycobacterium leprae, which causes a disease of
the skin and nerves called leprosy. Mycobacteria can spread through
the air, through contaminated food or water, or on dirty surfaces.
Mycobacteria have clever ways to avoid the body’s defenses,
so it is very hard to treat these infections. Patients must take
strong medicines called antibiotics for many months. But some
mycobacteria have become resistant, meaning they are no longer
killed by antibiotics. In this article, we explain what scientists have
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