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Introduction: In this article, authors have investigated the relationship between 
intergenerational educational mobility and the chances of experiencing 
domestic violence among Indian women. This perhaps is the first ever attempt 
to demonstrate this relationship not just in the Indian context but also in the 
global scholarship on domestic violence.

Methods: The analysis is based on logistic regression using the data ‘India Youth 
Survey: Situation and Needs’. Authors have controlled for various individual, 
familial, and community-level factors in achieving the results.

Results: Findings indicate that women who have more years of education 
than their mothers have significantly lesser chances of experiencing domestic 
violence. Furthermore, daughters whose mothers have been victims of domestic 
violence are highly likely to experience it themselves. Besides, women whose 
husbands consume alcohol, come from low income strata or live in nuclear 
families have significantly higher odds of experiencing domestic violence. Also, it 
was observed that the odds of experiencing domestic violence vary significantly 
for different castes, regions, religions as well as rural and urban areas. Insights 
from this study can contribute to policymaking aimed at empowering women 
through education, especially when their mothers have not had a significant 
education. Additionally, the study further substantiates the role of factors such as 
maternal experience of domestic violence, husband’s alcohol consumption, low 
income levels, and family structure in determining the likelihood of experiencing 
domestic violence. Therefore, the findings support existing scholarship for 
designing targeted interventions to address these specific risk factors, ultimately 
contributing to creating safer environments for women.

Conclusion: Merely educational attainments do not affect the chances of 
domestic violence to a large extent. It is probably the confidence a woman 
derives on account of better educational attainments as compared to her 
previous generation that influences her take on the menace of domestic 
violence.
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Introduction

Whether at home, on the streets or during war, violence against 
women and girls is a human rights violation of pandemic 
proportions that takes place in public and private spaces (WHO, 
2013; Bhattacharyya et al., 2021; Reilly et al., 2021; Veloso, 2022; 
Pertek et al., 2023). Amongst all forms of violence against women, 
domestic violence is the most rampant one. It is estimated that about 
35 per cent of women worldwide have experienced either physical 
and/or sexual violence by their partner (not including sexual 
harassment) at some point in their lives (WHO, 2021). According to 
several empirical studies up to 75% women are victims of domestic 
violence in India (Jejeebhoy, 1998; Karlekar, 1998; Visaria, 2000; 
National Crime Records Bureau, 2019; Kamath et  al., 2022; 
Mahapatro et al., 2023). There are several theories from the existing 
literature which explain the prevalence of domestic violence such as 
evolutionary theories, social and family culture of violence and 
feminist theories (Eswaran and Malhotra, 2011; Anderson, 2010; 
Alesina et al., 2016).

WHO defines domestic violence as the range of sexually, 
psychologically and physically coercive acts used against adult and 
adolescent women by current or former male intimate partners 
(WHO, 2012). Violence against women in all forms casts a long 
shadow on the overall development of any economy. Evidence shows 
that women who have experienced domestic violence report higher 
rates of depression, having an abortion and acquiring HIV, compared 
to women who have not (WHO, 2013). A profusion of research has 
been done to address this concern around the world and most of them 
suggest that effective way to tackle domestic violence is to tackle it in 
such a way that it does not occur in the first place by addressing its 
root causes (Gelles, 1974; Hall, 2000; Martin, 1976; Mirchandani, 
2006; Nielson et al., 1979; Steinmetz and Straus, 1974; Straus and 
Hotaling, 1980; Erten and Keskin, 2018; Heath et  al., 2020; 
Gahramanov et al., 2022; Samal and Poornesh, 2022; Kamat et al., 
2013; Piedalue, 2015).

Violence against women in India is both systemic and systematic. 
It occurs in both the public and private spheres. Patriarchal social 
norms, customs and religious practices have been a persistent feature 
of Indian society since time immemorial. The manifestations of 
violence against women reflect these structural and institutional 
inequalities that are pervasive and entrenched in Indian society 
(WHO, 2013). Women, especially wives have been living a status that 
is subordinate to their husbands (Sultana, 2010). Despite the 
challenging nature of the issue, India has consistently made 
advancements in fulfilling its dedication to achieving gender equality. 
India’s enduring battle against patriarchy has been influenced by a 
multitude of social and political developments (Sen, 2000). Social, 
political and economic empowerment of women through education 
continues to be one of the key vehicles to end violence against women 
(Koenig et al., 2003; Koenig et al., 2006). However, there have been 
numerous instances where well educated women were reported to 
have suffered from severe forms of domestic violence (Sanghera, 
2018). This hints towards the need to explore the possibility that the 
fundamental reason behind the problem could be ingrained in the 
intricate family patterns in India. Eswaran and Malhotra (2011) 
present some evidence for the evolutionary theory of domestic 
violence, which argues that such violence stems from the jealousy 
caused by paternity uncertainty in our evolutionary past and it will 

take more than an improvement in women’s employment options to 
address the problem of spousal violence.

Women who witness their mothers experiencing domestic 
violence tend to accept it in the form of a societal norm (Singh and 
Singh, 2013; Visaria, 2008). This is not the case only with India as 
Cascardi and O’Leary (1992) found that a lot of domestic violence 
victims often tend to blame themselves for their victimization in the 
case of American women. Similarly, in the neighbouring country, 
Pakistan, domestic violence is transmitted as learned behavior from 
mothers to daughters who tend to accept such violation of human 
rights as normal (Aslam et al., 2015). Walker (1979) stresses on how 
women experiencing unpredictable and uncontrollable forms of 
domestic violence are highly likely to show signs of learned 
helplessness and sunken self-confidence. Moreover, lack of self-
confidence among women increases their chances of experiencing 
domestic violence. Hence, women are trapped in a vicious circle of low 
self-confidence and domestic violence (Parrado et al., 2005; Yawn 
et al., 1992).

Studies have hinted that better education empowers women and 
gives them the strength to protect themselves against domestic 
violence (Sultana, 2010). Besides, this effect may get enlarged when 
the education achieved by the current generation woman is more than 
her previous generation, i.e., her mother. Also, several studies have 
related upward intergenerational educational mobility with increase 
in self confidence and reduction in chances of experiencing depressive 
episodes (Chevalier et al., 2003; Gugushvili et al., 2019). Furthermore, 
an increased self-confidence empowers women to recognize and resist 
abusive behaviors, thereby reducing their chances of experiencing 
domestic violence (Kiani et  al., 2021). Expanding upon the 
aforementioned research, our study investigates the phenomenon 
where daughters who surpass their mothers in educational attainment 
not only experience overall improvement in self confidence, but also 
obtain further advantages. The daughter’s recognition of her greater 
educational achievements compared to her mother significantly 
enhances her sense of accomplishment. This strengthens their self-
confidence, empowering them to challenge the societal conventions 
and obstacles that restrict their personal development with better 
education as the first milestone. Daughters who have a higher level of 
education than their moms are more likely to have a more profound 
comprehension of the fact that they are not obligated to go through 
unpleasant experiences that their mothers had to endure. Therefore, 
this study examines how education of a woman which is more than 
that of her mother, i.e., upward intergenerational educational mobility 
affects her chances of experiencing domestic violence in India. This 
perhaps is a novel attempt to demonstrate this relationship not just in 
the Indian context but also in the global scholarship on domestic 
violence and thus adding to the findings of Gugushvili et al. (2019). 
To carry out this research we have used data from the “Youth in India: 
Situations and needs” survey. We have used logistic regression with 
chances of experiencing domestic violence as the main dependent 
variable and intergenerational educational mobility as the main 
explanatory variable. We  have controlled for various other 
circumstances of the woman.

Our findings suggest that women with a higher level of education 
as compared to their mothers have significantly lesser odds of 
experiencing domestic violence.

The paper is further organized as follows: the next section 
documents a brief review of studies on domestic violence, following 
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presents the details of the materials and methods in the order data and 
research methodology used for the current study, followed by results 
and finally some discussion on the main findings followed by some 
concluding remarks.

Brief review of scholarship

Domestic violence is an intensely scrutinized phenomenon 
among researchers across the globe. Scholarship on domestic violence 
started to evolve in early 1970s and a profusion of research has been 
done till date to study its pattern and prevalence among women across 
the world (Bowker, 1983; Dobash and Dobash, 1979; Gelles, 1974; 
Kalokhe et al., 2015; Kirkwood, 1993; Martin, 1976; Nielson et al., 
1979; Pagelow, 1981; Pence and Paymar, 1993; Rocca et  al., 2008; 
Steinmetz and Straus, 1974; Straus and Hotaling, 1980; Krishnan et al., 
2012; Piedalue, 2015; Sreelatha et al., 2021; Kamat et al., 2013; Samal 
and Poornesh, 2022; Burke et al., 2004; Dalal, 2011; Fleming et al., 
2015; Gage and Thomas, 2017; Gupta et al., 2013; Raj et al., 2018; 
Schuler et al., 2018). Jewkes et al. (2002) indicates that educationally, 
economically, and socially empowered women are the most protected, 
but below this high level the relationship between empowerment and 
risk of violence is nonlinear. The relationship between women 
empowerment and domestic violence is highly ambiguous. Having a 
job can enhance emotional well-being by providing economic stability 
for women, which in turn can decrease incidents of intimate partner 
violence (IPV) (Buller et al., 2018). However, it is possible that this 
could provoke aggressive reactions from partners who perceive their 
own status as being endangered or who aim to gain some of the 
additional riches that come with the employment. According to Heath 
and Jayachandran (2016), the incidence of intimate partner violence 
(IPV) rises as more women are employed, the overall benefit of female 
employment at the individual level becomes unpredictable.

There is sizeable body of scholarly work which supports 
empowerment of women through education, employment, financial 
autonomy, strong social support; higher socio-economic status are less 
susceptible to domestic violence (Rapp et  al., 2012; Kishor and 
Johnson, 2006; Jeyaseelan et al., 2007). Rapp et al. (2012) suggests that 
women who have a greater level of education than their husbands are 
often less susceptible to experiencing domestic violence compared to 
women who have a lower level of education than their husbands. In 
addition, women who are working and have financial autonomy are 
less prone to encountering domestic abuse (Kishor and Johnson, 
2006). Furthermore, Jeyaseelan et  al. (2007) found that having a 
higher socioeconomic position and strong social support served as 
effective safeguards against spousal physical abuse among Indian 
women. According to classical ideas of household bargaining, 
economic empowerment can enhance women’s opportunities outside 
of the household and decrease their likelihood of encountering 
violence (Erten and Keskin, 2018). Aizer (2010) shows that a decline 
in the male–female wage gap in a household reduces violence 
against women.

On contrary to the above findings, women and girls who are 
thought to be violating traditional gender roles established by a male-
dominated society are more vulnerable to experiencing sexual abuse 
(Kelly-Hanku et al., 2016). Furthermore, the prevalence of spousal 
violence was higher for women who are employed than women who 
are not (Agnes, 2019). Moreover, Lim (1997) hints that patriarchy, a 

system where men dominate over women and treat them as 
subordinates in any society, is responsible for the inferior or secondary 
status of women, which often leads to gender based violence as well. 
On a similar note, Visaria (2008) finds that the socioeconomic 
background of a woman does not make much difference, as a 
significant proportion of women accept the subordinate status to their 
husband because of the power associated with the gender. Even 
education does not empower women to enter the public arena for 
support. Better educated women or those belonging to better-off 
families who experience violence are least likely to share their 
experiences or seek support from others (Visaria, 2008). An 
augmentation in the resources accessible to women could potentially 
enhance men’s motivations to employ violence or the act of making 
threats of violence as a means to exert control over these recently 
acquired resources (Bloch and Rao, 2002; Eswaran and Malhotra, 
2011; Bobonis et al., 2013). Furthermore, an enhancement in women’s 
ability to negotiate, such as through improved job prospects, could 
result in a negative reaction from their partners, who may have a 
preference for women not being employed (Field et  al., 2016). 
Consequently, women may be more susceptible to mistreatment.

Above discussed are a few studies from the ocean of literature on 
domestic violence that we found relevant for our current study. Several 
studies have stressed upon education being the game changer to 
eradicate domestic violence whereas, others suggest that education 
does not play a significant role to improve women’s condition as far as 
domestic violence is concerned. Domestic violence turns out to be a 
highly complex phenomenon and therefore arises the need to conduct 
further studies to understand the dynamics around domestic violence 
experienced by women in Indian setting. To the best of our search 
we could not find any scholarship which looks into how an education 
of a daughter which is more than that of her mother can affect her 
chances of experiencing domestic violence. Thus, the current study 
will explore a new direction to study the dynamics of domestic 
violence among women in India and significantly contribute to the 
scholarship on domestic violence.

Materials and methods

Materials (data)

We have used data from the “Youth in India: Situations and needs” 
survey. The survey was conducted in the year 2006–07 by the 
International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai (India) 
and the Population Council, New Delhi (India) under the stewardship 
of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India 
(International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) and Population 
Council, 2010).

The Youth in India: Situation and Needs study (also referred as the 
Youth Study), is the first-ever sub nationally representative study 
conducted to understand the conditions and needs of the young 
people in India (Choudhary and Singh, 2017; International Institute 
for Population Sciences (IIPS) and Population Council, 2010; Singh 
et al., 2014; Choudhary and Singh, 2020).

Two steps were involved in the selection of the rural area sample. 
Using a probability proportional to size (PPS) sampling approach, 
villages were first chosen. Using a systematic sample scheme, 
households were chosen for the second step of the process. The sample 
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was chosen in three phases for urban areas. Wards were methodically 
chosen in the first round of selection using the PPS sampling 
procedure. Using the PPS sampling scheme, census enumeration 
blocks (CEBs) of between 150 and 200 homes were chosen for the 
second stage. At the third stage, households were chosen through the 
use of a systematic sampling process. Interviews with 50,848 young 
men and women, married or single, were conducted with success. For 
one-on-one interviews, response rates ranged from 84 to 90% 
(Choudhary and Singh, 2017; International Institute for Population 
Sciences (IIPS) and Population Council, 2010; Singh et al., 2014).

For this study purpose, we have restricted our analysis to married 
women aged 15–24 years only. The details of the sampling weight used 
for analysis are given in the survey report (International Institute for 
Population Sciences (IIPS) and Population Council, 2010).

Although the Youth in India: Situation and Needs study is a very 
comprehensive survey, it does have certain limitations. For the entire 
survey, 50,848 young men and women were interviewed however, 
after constructing the final model for the analysis which included only 
ever married women and women with missing values for any of the 
variables in the study were dropped. The Final sample of the eligible 
women for the analysis after dropping all missing was 10,498.

Besides, the given data set provides a great opportunity for a 
cross-sectional analysis for the pre COVID period demographic 
landscape (as the data collection happened in 2006–07) and on the 
same time suffers from the limitation of not able to provides insights 
which reflect longer-term trends and dynamics.

Methods

Outcome of interest: measure of gender based 
domestic violence

The outcome of interest in the current study is domestic violence 
experienced by ever married woman. This variable is dichotomous 
in nature (experienced domestic violence: Yes/No). The below 
mentioned criteria has been used to identify whether an ever 
married woman has faced domestic violence: she is a victim of 
domestic violence: if her spouse has intentionally attempted to 
strangle her or burn her, threatened or attacked her with a knife, 
gun, or other weapon, or slapped her, twisted her arm, pulled her 
hair, shoved, shook, or flung something at her; punched her with his 
fist or something sharp; kicked, dragged, or beat her up. This 
identification has been adopted from the survey report 
(International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) and 
Population Council, 2010) and is also in line with Singh and 
Singh (2013).

Main explanatory variable and control variables
Intergenerational educational mobility of the ever married women 

is the main explanatory variable of interest. The data captures 
education of the women as well as their mother in terms of years of 
education. For the analysis it is categorized in two categories: (i) 
education of the daughter is more than that of her mother; and (ii) 
education of daughter is equal to or less than that of her mother. 
Drawing from the published literature on determinants of domestic 
violence (Caesar, 1988; Ellsberg et al., 1999; Heise, 1998; Hotaling and 
Sugarman, 1986; Jewkes et al., 2002; Kalmuss, 1984; Martin et al., 
2002; Singh and Singh, 2013; Straus and Gelles, 1989; Sugarman and 

Hotaling, 1989) and other relevant factors in the Indian context, 
we have included the following control variables in the regression 
based analysis.

 (i) Individual level variables:

 (a) Choice of marriage (categorical) – arranged marriage or 
love marriage.

 (b) Duration of marriage in years – we also considered inclusion 
of age of the women in the analysis but the correlation between 
“age in years” and “duration of marriage in years” was 
substantially high (0.6) and significant at 0.1% level of 
significance; given that the women included in the analysis are 
15–24 years old which is not a wide range and “duration of 
marriage in years” is a more relevant variable in the present 
context, we decided to include it and drop “age in years” from 
the regression based analyzes; and

 (ii) Household/familial level variables:

 (a) Occupational status of the husband (categorical) – the survey 
captures the occupational status of husbands as: not working/
unemployed/retired (1); cultivator (2); Agricultural laborer (3); 
non-agricultural laborer (4); administrative/executive and 
managerial (5); skilled (manual, machinery) (6); clerical (7); 
and other workers (8).

 (b) Husband Consumes Alcohol (categorical-yes or no, married 
women were asked about the members of family who consume 
alcohol) – this variable has been taken for analysis as a lot of 
researchers suggested for a positive relation between Husband’s 
alcohol consumption habits and domestic violence (Krishnan, 
2005; Rao, 1997).

 (c) Whether mother has experienced domestic violence 
(categorical – yes or no, the identification criteria for domestic 
violence being same as that used to capture the outcome 
variable) – we included this variable because there is a strong 
scholarship base which supports the intergenerational 
transmission of domestic violence from mother to the daughter 
(Caesar, 1988; Choudhary and Singh, 2020; Ellsberg et  al., 
1999; Heise, 1998; Hotaling and Sugarman, 1986; Jewkes et al., 
2002; Kalmuss, 1984; Martin et  al., 2002; Singh and Singh, 
2013; Straus and Gelles, 1989; Sugarman and Hotaling, 1989; 
Visaria, 2008). This variable allows us to capture the 
intergenerational nature of domestic violence among women 
in India.

 (d) Type of family (categorical-nuclear family or non-nuclear 
family) – this variable has been taken as a control variable as 
existing research has hinted that non-nuclear family setup 
reduces the chances of experiencing domestic violence for 
women (Kalokhe et al., 2015).

 (e) Wealth (presented in form of wealth quintiles) – Wealth 
quintiles have been taken into analysis to present the economic 
status of the woman’s family.

 (f) Brought dowry at the time of wedding (categorical-yes or no) 
–a lot of scholarly work has supported dowry as one of the 
main reasons for the occurrence of domestic violence against 
married women (Kalokhe et al., 2015). Thus, controlling for 
dowry will certainly enhance our model.
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 (g) Caste1 (categorical – scheduled castes and tribes [SC/ST], other 
backward castes [OBC] and Others) – the above categorization 
is a meaningful representation of the Indian social fabric along 
caste lines (Singh and Singh, 2013).

 (h) Religion – religion has been divided into three categories, 
namely “Hindu” (the majority religious group in the Indian 
population), “Muslim” (largest group among religious 
minorities) and “Others”.

 (iii) Community/societal level variables – rural/urban and state 
dummies for the pooled sample analysis.

Regression model
We have modelled the association between the ever married 

young women’s experiences with domestic abuse and their 
intergenerational educational mobility using logistic regression. 
Intergenerational educational mobility serves as the primary 
explanatory variable of interest for the domestic violence that women 
experience, coupled with a few control factors that were covered in the 
preceding subsection. There is always a possibility of a high degree of 
multicollinearity between various control variables. In addition, 
we ran multicollinearity tests [the Variance Inflation Factor [VIF] test 
and the Condition Index test, which were suggested by Belsley (1991) 
and Hill et al. (2003)], but we were unable to detect any indication of 
multicollinearity that was statistically significant.

Results

Descriptive statistics

Sample composition by individual, household 
and community level factors

Table 1 and Figure 1 present the composition of the sample by 
various individual, household and community level variables. The table 
represents the above for the All-India level (strategically chosen six 
states representing Indian population). Some key findings from the 
Table 1 are as follows: (1) about 25% of women experienced domestic 
violence; (2) while looking at the intergenerational educational 
mobility, about 59% women reported to have education more than 
their mother while rest had less or equal education vis-a-vis their 
mother; (3) the fact that around 12% of the women in the age group of 
up to 24 years (as covered by the dataset) have been married for 8 years 
or more highlights the prevalence of child marriages in India; (4) 22% 
of the husbands reportedly consumed alcohol whereas the percentage 
of men consuming alcohol in three regions identified by WHO – the 
Americas, Europe and Western Pacific is as high as 50% (WHO, 2018); 
(5) about 27% of women reported that their mothers experienced 
domestic violence; (6) around 69% of women have reported to live in 
joint or non-nuclear families; (7) about 80% women reported to have 

1 Scheduled castes and scheduled tribes are historically most disadvantaged 

and most discriminated against groups in India, other backward castes have 

also been historically disadvantaged and discriminated against but not so much 

as the scheduled groups. ‘Others’ Caste group represent socially advantaged 

caste groups which are not part of SCs, STs or OBCs.

TABLE 1 Distribution of socioeconomic characteristics in the sample.

All India

Experienced domestic violence

No 75.47

Yes 24.53

Educational mobility

Education equal or less than mother 41.04

Education more than mother 58.96

Choice of marriage

Arranged marriage 94.76

Love marriage 5.24

Years of marriage

Less than one year 10.27

1 year 12.94

2 years 14.08

3 years 12.70

4 years 11.47

5 years 10.80

6 years 9.42

7 years 6.69

8 years 5.37

9 or more years 6.25

Husband’s occupation

Not working/unemployed 2.07

Cultivator 15.27

Agricultural laborer 18.14

Laborer (excluding agricultural) 24.61

Administrative/executive and managerial 10.20

Skilled (manual, machinery) 26.03

Clerical 2.63

Other worker 1.06

Husband consumes alcohol

No 78.23

Yes 21.77

Mother experienced domestic violence

No 72.82

Yes 27.18

Type of family

Nuclear family 31.19

Non-nuclear family 68.81

Wealth quintile

1st quintile 19.33

2nd quintile 20.02

3rd quintile 21.17

4th quintile 21.62

5th quintile 17.86

(Continued)
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brought dowry at the time of their wedding; (8) around 78% of women 
live in rural areas.

Experience of domestic violence by individual, 
household and community level factors

There are several interesting patterns which can be observed 
from the data and also presented in the prevalence of domestic 
violence among the women by various socio-economic factors. 
The key patterns are as follows: (1) daughters who achieved 
education more than their mothers, 20% of them experienced 
domestic violence, whereas, 30% of daughters experienced 
domestic violence who were equal or less educated than their 
mothers; (2) percentage of women experiencing domestic violence 
is more in case of love marriage (31%) as compared to that of 
arranged marriage (24%).

It presents the prevalence of domestic violence among women by 
husband’s occupation and consumption of alcohol by him. Key findings 
are as follows: (1) prevalence of domestic violence among women is as 
high as 30 and 28% when husbands are involved in agricultural labour 
or other labor activities respectively; (2) On the other hand if husbands 
are not working, or doing administrative jobs or clerical jobs prevalence 
of domestic violence among their wives is comparatively less (14 to 15%) 
as compared to others; (3) prevalence of domestic violence among 
women is as high as 44% whose husbands consume alcohol as compared 
to 19% whose husbands do not consume alcohol.

The study also presents the prevalence of domestic violence 
among women by their various socio-economic characteristics of 

family such as mother experienced domestic violence, type of current 
family and wealth quintile their family fall into. There are interesting 
patterns about prevalence of domestic violence by Indian women 
worth noting are as follows: (1) about 43% women whose mothers 
experienced domestic violence also experienced domestic violence; 
(2) whereas, only 18% of women experienced domestic violence 
whose mothers did not experience domestic violence; (3) about 32% 
of women experienced domestic violence who were staying in nuclear 
families as compared to 21% in non-nuclear family; (3) percentage of 
women experiencing domestic violence falls as we move from low 
wealth group to high wealth group from 34 to 15%.

We also present the percentage of women experiencing domestic 
violence by dowry, caste and religion. Some prominent facts are as 
follows: (1) proportion of women experiencing domestic violence who 
brought dowry at the time of their wedding is 24% as compared to that 
of 28% who did not bring dowry at the time of their wedding; (2) 
proportion of women who reported to have experienced domestic 
violence from SC/STs, OBCs and Others caste group is 31, 23 and 20%, 
respectively.

The study also presents the presence of domestic violence among 
women by their place of residence (rural/urban) and states. Proportion 
of women experiencing domestic violence is higher in rural areas 
(26%) as compared to urban areas (21%). While looking at the 
percentage of women who experienced domestic violence by state it 
was lowest in Rajasthan (18%) and the highest in Bihar (28%).

Regression results

The main results from the multivariate analysis have been 
presented in Table 2 and discussed in the following paragraphs.

Firstly, women who achieve education which is more than that of 
their mother have significantly lesser odds of experiencing domestic 
violence as compared to that of women who ended up having equal or 
lesser number of years of education vis-à-vis their mothers. Secondly, 
chances of experiencing domestic violence increase significantly when 
they are in a love marriage as compared to an arranged marriage.

We have also analyzed the effect of husband’s occupation on  
the women’s chances of experiencing domestic violence. The 
interdependence though is not as significant based on the inferential 
analysis for most occupational categories but in case of the husbands 
being employed in clerical jobs the chances of experiencing domestic 
violence are significantly reduced. Likewise, husband’s job insecurity 
has also been related to increased chances of experiencing domestic 
violence by women which supports the current findings (Schneider 
et  al., 2016). Tur-Prats (2021) argues in Spain when females 
unemployment rate goes down in comparison to that of males 
prevalence of domestic violence increases. However, husband’s alcohol 
consumption habit is a highly significant factor in determining the 
chances of experiencing domestic violence by their wives. The odds of 
experiencing domestic violence by a woman is as high as 2.7 times 
when husband consumes alcohol as compared to that of a woman 
whose husband does not consume alcohol. Further, we see women 
living in non-nuclear families have significantly lesser chances (odds 
ratio 0.905) of experiencing domestic violence vis-à-vis women living 
in nuclear families. It can also be seen from Table 2 that as the wealth 
increases the chances of experiencing domestic violence by a woman 
go down (odds ratio 0.908). Moving forward to the next factor in 

TABLE 1 (Continued)

All India

Brought dowry at the time of wedding

No 19.55

Yes 80.45

Caste

SC/STs 26.79

OBCs 52.44

Others 20.77

Religion

Hindu 85.03

Muslim 9.58

Others 5.39

Place of residence

Urban 22.18

Rural 77.82

State

Rajasthan 16.48

Bihar 22.48

Jharkhand 6.59

Maharashtra 21.27

Andhra Pradesh 21.30

Tamil Nadu 11.88

Source: authors’ computations based on the India Youth Study (2006–07). Sample size: 10498.
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Table 2, it is quite surprising to see that dowry brought by women at 
the time of their wedding is not a significant factor in determining her 
chances of experiencing domestic violence.

Notably, mothers being victims of domestic violence augment 
their daughter’s chances of experiencing the same. The odds ratio for 
experiencing domestic violence for women whose mothers have 
experienced it too is as high as 3.09 (with a p value less than 0.01).

Furthermore, caste too affects the chances of experiencing 
domestic violence for women. Women from SC/STs (odds ratio 1.27) 
and OBCs (odds ratio 1.17) have significantly higher odds of 
experiencing domestic violence as compared to that of women from 
Others (Upper caste). Similarly, religion is also a significant factor, 
Muslim women (odds ratio 1.25) have significantly higher chances of 
experiencing domestic violence as compared to Hindu women.

Moving to community level factors, our analysis shows that 
the chances of experiencing domestic violence vary significantly 
from one state to another as well as from urban to rural areas. 
Women from rural areas (odds ratio 1.12) have significantly 
higher chances of experiencing domestic violence as that of 
women living in urban areas. While looking at the odds ratio of 
experiencing domestic violence for states, it can be seen that Bihar 
(odds ratio 1.35), Maharashtra (odds ratio 2.17) and Tamil Nadu 
(odds ratio 1.38) have significantly higher odds of experiencing 
domestic violence as compared to that of Rajasthan. Whereas, 
women from Andhra Pradesh (odds ratio 0.79) have significantly 
lower chances of experiencing domestic violence as compared to 
that of Rajasthan.

Our findings from the regression results call for further discussion.

FIGURE 1

Experience of domestic violence by individual, household and community level factors. Source: based on authors’ calculations from India Youth Survey 
(2006–07). (a) Domestic violence experienced by ever married women by Intergenerational educational mobility (IEM), choice and years of marriage. 
(b) Domestic violence experienced by ever married women by husband’s occupation and alcohol consumption. (c) Domestic violence experienced by 
ever married women by mother’s experience of domestic violence, type of family and wealth quintiles. (d) Domestic violence experienced by ever 
married women by dowry, caste and religion. (e) Domestic violence experienced by ever married women by area and states.
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Discussion

Most of the prior research on domestic violence has 
emphasized upon better educational and health outcomes as 

effective measures for combating domestic violence. Studies have 
indicated a correlation between women’s education and domestic 
violence, indicating a change in the way women think and a 
declining degree of control between husband and wife (Sen et al., 
2002). However, as our results suggest, a mere quantitative increase 
in the educational attainments that is now available to a majority 
of women in India will not substantially alter their risk. For 
instance, the odds of domestic violence are higher in states like 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu with better overall educational 
attainments for women as compared to educationally backward 
states such as Rajasthan and Jharkhand. These better economic 
and sociological indicators may contribute to a considerable extent 
but still their direct effect is questionable in light of these findings. 
It is therefore important to conduct further research on this 
complex social issue and look for alternative approaches and 
solutions. Qualitative aspects of women’s education such as 
intergenerational educational mobility can therefore provide for 
vital policy inputs.

With our due cognisance of the various familial characteristics 
and patterns that prevail in India prompted us to look into the aspect 
of intergenerational transmission of domestic violence. As suggested 
by our results, women who reported their mothers experiencing 
domestic violence have significantly higher chances of experiencing 
domestic violence compared to women who did not. This can also 
be attributed to the normalization or the gradual acceptance of the 
wrong of domestic violence as a societal right. The resistance from 
such women is low as compared to the women whose mothers have 
not experienced domestic violence leading to the exacerbating of the 
power imbalance in the marriage.

A daughter growing up in such a flourishing atmosphere for 
intergenerational transmission of domestic violence is more likely to 
accept such occurrences herself without exercising much restraint. 
Unless otherwise provided with an impetus such a daughter will 
tolerate and further allow her partner to propagate the heinous act of 
violence in the private sphere. The daughter might internalise the act 
of domestic violence as normal. A daughter’s expectation of better life 
outcomes for herself as compared to her mother on account of upward 
Intergenerational educational mobility can provide for this much 
needed impetus.

Notwithstanding whether her mother experienced domestic 
violence or not, a woman any how requires the inner strength and 
courage to stand against this manifestation of male hegemony in the 
form of physical or verbal abuse. In the majority of countries with 
available data, less than 40 per cent of the women who experience 
violence seek help of any sort (Caesar, 1988). This lack of resistance on 
the woman’s part can largely be attributed to her low morale resulting 
from an all-pervasive normalization of gender discrimination 
(Bartholini, 2020). A woman’s appreciation of her higher level of 
education vis-a-vis her mother can uplift her morale thereby 
empowering her to exercise restraint against any untoward incidents. 
This explains the findings of this study that suggest that women with 
upward intergenerational educational mobility have significantly 
lower chances of experiencing domestic violence.

Another important finding from our regression results suggests 
that women who choose love marriage have significantly higher 
chances of experiencing domestic violence than that of an arranged 
marriage. This finding is surprising and further research is imperative 
for a better understanding. However, it can be reasonably concluded 

TABLE 2 Odds of experiencing domestic violence by young women.

Variables Domestic violence

IEMa (reference variable: downward or no IEM)

Upward IEM 0.8759** (0.0510)

Type of Marriage (reference variable: arranged marriage)

Love Marriage 1.3007** (0.1355)

Years of marriage 1.1681*** (0.0121)

Husband’s occupation (reference variable: not working)

Cultivator 0.8052 (0.1551)

Agricultural laborer 0.8837 (0.1709)

Laborer (excluding agricultural) 0.9269 (0.1703)

Administrative/executive and 

managerial
0.8197 (0.1604)

Skilled (manual, machinery) 0.9716 (0.1786)

Clerical 0.6258* (0.1568)

Other worker 0.7769 (0.2283)

Husband consumes alcohol (reference variable: no)

Yes 2.7264*** (0.1614)

Type of family (reference variable: nuclear family)

Non-nuclear family 0.9059* (0.0519)

Wealth 0.9086*** (0.0223)

Brought dowry at the time of wedding (reference variable: no)

Yes 1.0568 (0.0723)

Mother experienced DV 3.0979*** (0.1691)

Caste (reference variable: others)

SC/STs 1.2729*** (0.1159)

OBCs 1.1706** (0.0934)

Religion (reference variable: Hindu)

Muslim 1.2513*** (0.1049)

Other religion 0.9028 (0.1037)

Area (reference variable: urban area)

Rural 1.1284** (0.0690)

States (reference variable: Rajasthan)

Bihar 1.3512*** (0.1269)

Jharkhand 1.0394 (0.0966)

Maharashtra 2.1730*** (0.2163)

Andhra Pradesh 0.7947** (0.0790)

Tamil Nadu 1.3867*** (0.1401)

Constant 0.0877***(0.0211)

Observations 10,498

aIEM-Intergenerational educational mobility, *** p < 0.01, ** p < 0.05, * p < 0.1.
Source: authors’ computations based on the India Youth Study (2006–07). Sample size: 
10498.
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that it is due to the perceived helplessness of the woman in a love 
marriage on account of the lack of support from her natal family that 
otherwise serves as a deterrent (Heise, 1998).

Furthermore, as suggested by the results, the number of years for 
which a woman has been married increases, her chances of 
experiencing domestic violence also increase significantly. Anecdotally 
it can be said that the chances increase due to the increased exposure 
with the increase in the number of years. At the same time there may 
be other factors such as enhanced responsibilities and an increase in 
the number of children that results in deteriorating the economic 
status of the household with the increase in the number of years of 
marriage. The added stress in the family leads to higher rates of 
domestic violence (Kimuna et  al., 2013). These findings further 
confirm the relevance of policies targeted at delaying the age of 
marriage in reducing the prevalence of domestic violence in a less 
developed country like India (Dhamija and Roychowdhury, 2018).

Besides, women who reported their husbands being alcohol 
consumers are highly likely to experience domestic violence than the ones 
whose husbands do not consume alcohol. This interrelation has been well 
captured by prior research on the subject matter and our research further 
substantiates the findings (Duran et  al., 2009; Gokler et  al., 2014; 
Krishnan, 2005; Leadley et al., 2000; Markowitz, 2000; Rao, 1997).

Regression results also suggest that living in a non-nuclear family 
provides for a natural check on the husband’s impulsive or violent 
behavior. The intervention from the family can also assist the women 
in coping with violence by her husband but at the same time there is 
another form of harassment or psychological abuse the women has to 
undergo on account of living in a non-nuclear family (Deshpande and 
Suleiman, 2014; George et al., 2016). The women’s individual liberties 
are significantly suppressed whether in the name of customs, 
traditions, family honour or societal norms in a non-nuclear 
household. Therefore, the overall effect of the type of family alone on 
the prevalence of domestic violence cannot be conclusively ascertained.

Our regression results further substantiate that women from 
socially backward and disadvantaged caste groups such as SC/STs and 
OBCs are at a higher risk of experiencing domestic violence as 
compared to women from upward castes. This particular aspect has 
been well documented in existing literature (Visaria, 2008). Likewise, 
a woman in a Muslim family has higher chances of experiencing 
domestic violence than a woman in a Hindu family.

Moreover, women from rural areas also require special attention 
from the policymakers as women there have significantly higher 
chances of experiencing domestic violence. In addition, women from 
rural areas have relatively lower upward intergenerational educational 
mobility due to lack of access to schools and other opportunities 
(Choudhary and Singh, 2017, 2019).

Conclusion

To unfold suitable interventions to advise policymakers to curb 
prevalence of domestic violence, it is crucial to analyze the determinants 
of it. Researchers have often advised education and employment as a 
way to empower women to combat domestic violence. However, the 
most developed parts of the world where women are reasonably well 
educated are still vulnerable to the evils of domestic violence. This is not 
just disheartening but also shows that merely educational attainments 
do not affect the chances of domestic violence to a large extent. It is 

probably the confidence a woman derives on account of better 
educational attainments as compared to her previous generation that 
influences her take on the menace of domestic violence. In spite of that, 
this relationship between intergenerational educational mobility and 
domestic violence among women has been untouched by the researchers 
so far. That said, there are some major gaps in the evidence base that 
need to be addressed. Our study makes humble attempt in that direction 
and the results from regression are quite encouraging that how women 
with upward intergenerational educational mobility have significantly 
lesser chances of experiencing domestic violence, their odds of 
experiencing domestic violence reduce to 0.87 (statistically significant) 
with a p value of less than 0.05.

A woman being more educated than her mother is more likely to 
enjoy a say in the day to day decision making in her natal household 
(Choudhary and Singh, 2017). Instead of being a passive recipient she is 
an active contributor in decision making and this lays the foundation for 
a participative and democratic spirit in the women. Such women are more 
likely to participate in the decision making in their married lives as well. 
Besides, democratisation of decision making power or increase in the 
bargaining power at home encourages women to question the menace of 
domestic violence and therefore, stops the internalisation process of 
domestic violence and thus reducing the act itself (Shirwadkar, 2009).

Since marriage and family is a private institution the state is 
severely restricted in its ability to provide for a coping mechanism by 
direct intervention. It is highly imperative that the state should work 
upon devising indirect interventions and our research on the effect of 
intergenerational educational mobility on a woman’s chances of 
experiencing domestic violence provides a ready reckoner in this 
regard. However the findings of the study do face certain limitations, 
which also paves way to future scope of research to strengthen the 
arguments presented here as well as offer insights about the results 
from this study. In case of less developed countries where the 
disparities in educational attainments are starker than that in 
developed countries, findings of our research are very crucial. In the 
Indian context, there is a lot to achieve when it comes to educational 
attainmentsfor women as well as men. This backwardness can 
be  leveraged to combat the menace of domestic violence if it is 
overcome in a well deliberated manner having due regard to the 
positive social outcomes of upward educational mobility. The need for 
inclusion of intergenerational educational mobility studies into policy 
planning becomes all the more crucial when we consider the impact 
of upward intergenerational educational mobility on other aspects of 
woman’s wellbeing such as health (Choudhary and Singh, 2018).

Limitations and scope for future work

In order to strengthen our findings, it is necessary to conduct 
further studies to validate these results and gain a more comprehensive 
understanding of the observed connections. The findings of this study 
particularly explain Indian setting. While the dataset from 2006–07 
may be considered old and may not capture post COVID effects, its 
richness provides valuable insights into the human dynamics of that 
period, significantly contributing to our understanding and paving the 
way for further research in this field. We anticipate that our research 
will inspire more studies on the important topic of how upward 
intergenerational educational mobility influences the likelihood of 
experiencing domestic violence. This, in turn, will aid in developing 
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appropriate policy recommendations to address the issue of domestic 
violence, which is of great importance.
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