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Text correction

In the published article, there was an error. The number of nationally protected animal species and the number of Endangered species on the IUCN Red List are incorrect.

A correction has been made to Abstract. This sentence previously stated:

“Among surveys conducted from 2014 to 2022, 6 and 13 waterbird species were considered as first and second class protected species under the National Key Protected Wild Animal List in China; 2 species were listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List, 5 as Endangered and 2 as Vulnerable, underlying the critical importance of the Beibu Gulf for the survival of these species”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“Among surveys conducted from 2014 to 2022, 5 and 11 waterbird species were considered as first and second class protected species under the National Key Protected Wild Animal List in China; 2 species were listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List, 4 as Endangered and 2 as Vulnerable, underlying the critical importance of the Beibu Gulf for the survival of these species”.

In the published article, there was an error. Of the 25 important wetlands designated, the number of wetlands under national or international protection was incorrect. Of the 25 international wetlands designated, 5 sites are under national or international protection and 20 are not.

A correction has been made to Abstract. This sentence previously stated:

“Our study identified 25 sites in the Beibu Gulf that met the criteria for designation as internationally important wetlands. Alarmingly, less than a quarter (n = 6, or 24%) of these sites benefit from national or international protection”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“Our study identified 25 sites in the Beibu Gulf that met the criteria for designation as internationally important wetlands. Alarmingly, less than a quarter (n = 5, or 20%) of these sites benefit from national or international protection”.

A correction has been made to Results, Conservation Status, First paragraph. This sentence previously stated:

“Yet, the remaining 19 sites (76%) are located outside the national protected area system”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“Yet, the remaining 20 sites (80%) are located outside the national protected area system”.

In the published article, there was an error. The number of nationally protected animal species is incorrect.

A correction has been made to Results, Species abundance and distribution along the Beibu Gulf, First paragraph. This sentence previously stated:

“Six of the 97 observed bird species belonged to the first class, while 13 fell under the second class of the National Key Protected Wild Animal List of China”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“Five of the 97 observed bird species belonged to the first class, while 11 fell under the second class of the National Key Protected Wild Animal List of China”.

In the published article, there was an error. The number of spoon-billed sandpipers only exceeded the 1% threshold in Xingchang and did not exceed the 1% threshold at the site of Haiwei-Yangwu.

A correction has been made to Results, Species abundance and distribution along the Beibu Gulf, Second paragraph. This sentence previously stated:

“It is worth highlighting that Xichang and Haiwei-Yangwu in Guangxi, China, were found to support a population of spoon-billed sandpipers (n = 8) exceeding 1% of its global population estimate”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“It is worth highlighting that Xichang in Guangxi, China, was found to support a population of spoon-billed sandpipers (n = 8) exceeding 1% of its global population estimate”.

In the published article, there was an error. In this sentence, 13 sites are not protected but close to the ecological redline, but then it is said that 6 sites are inconsistent.

A correction has been made to Results, Conservation Status, First paragraph. This sentence previously stated:

“13 unprotected areas in China (Jintan, Bailangtan, Shanxinsha Island, Shaluoliao, Sanning Bay, Haiwei-Yangwu, Gaoqiao Town, Suixi Jiaotou, Qishui Chidouliao, Houshui Bay, Danzhou Bay, Changhua River Estuary, and Yinggehai, Figure S1) were located within or close to Ecological Redline boundaries (Choi et al., 2022), which is a spatial planning framework to protect areas that provide essential ecosystem services while biodiversity conservation could be a byproduct, thus providing some level of protection to these 6 unprotected sites”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“13 unprotected areas in China (Jintan, Bailangtan, Shanxinsha Island, Shaluoliao, Sanning Bay, Haiwei-Yangwu, Gaoqiao Town, Suixi Jiaotou, Qishui Chidouliao, Houshui Bay, Danzhou Bay, Changhua River Estuary, and Yinggehai, Figure S1) were located within or close to Ecological Redline boundaries (Choi et al., 2022), which is a spatial planning framework to protect areas that provide essential ecosystem services while biodiversity conservation could be a byproduct, thus providing some level of protection to these unprotected sites”.

In the published article, there was an error. The article writes that there are 10 stations in Beibu Gulf that support wintering or stopovers great knot, while there are 9 stops in Table 2 that support great knot.

A correction has been made to Discussion, First paragraph. This sentence previously stated:

“The Beibu Gulf region also supports the wintering or stopover populations of three other endangered shorebird species, namely Far Eastern curlew (present in at least 2 sites), great knot (10 sites), and spotted greenshank (6 sites)”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“The Beibu Gulf region also supports the wintering or stopover populations of three other endangered shorebird species, namely Far Eastern curlew (present in at least 2 sites), great knot (9 sites), and spotted greenshank (6 sites)”.

In the published article, there was an error. Of the 66 Beibu Gulf coastal wetlands surveyed, the number of coastal wetlands in China and the number of coastal wetlands in Vietnam were incorrect.

A correction has been made to Discussion, Fifth paragraph. This sentence previously stated:

“It is important to note that relatively few surveys were conducted in Vietnam (58 sites in China; 8 sites in Vietnam were surveyed)”.

The corrected sentence appears below:

“It is important to note that relatively few surveys were conducted in Vietnam (60 sites in China; 6 sites in Vietnam were surveyed)”.

The authors apologize for these errors and state that this does not change the scientific conclusions of the article in any way. The original article has been updated.
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