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Two new elaiophylin derivatives, efomycins K (1) and L (2), and five known elaiophylin derivatives (3–7) were isolated from the termite-associated Streptomyces sp. M56. The structures were determined by 1D and 2D NMR and HR-ESIMS analyses and comparative CD spectroscopy. The putative gene cluster responsible for the production of the elaiophylin and efomycin derivatives was identified based on significant homology to related clusters. Phylogenetic analysis of gene cluster domains was used to provide a biosynthetic rational for these new derivatives and to demonstrate how a single biosynthetic pathway can produce diverse structures.
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INTRODUCTION

Fungus-growing insects, which include several ant, beetle, and termites species (Beemelmanns et al., 2016), host diverse symbiotic organisms within their intestines and surroundings to protect the colony against predatory or pathogenic species (Engl and Kaltenpoth, 2018; Scherlach and Hertweck, 2018). Recent developments in OMICs-based technologies have revolutionized the ways we identify microbial natural products that mediate the interactions between insects and microbes (Wilkinson and Micklefield, 2007; Kuhlisch and Pohnert, 2015; Shendure et al., 2017; Palazzotto and Weber, 2018). Intense chemical investigation has led to the identification of numerous new chemical scaffolds and potential new antibiotics within a short period of time (Berasategui et al., 2016). As an example, our recent metabolomic and genomic studies on microbial symbionts of fungus-growing termites have led to identification of several new secondary metabolites (Kurtböke et al., 2015; Genilloud, 2017; Benndorf et al., 2018). These include new isoflavonoid glycosides (termisoflavones A-C) (Kang et al., 2016), 20-membered glycosylated and antifungal polyketide macrolactams (macrotermycins A-D) (Beemelmanns et al., 2017), the PKS-derived geldanamycin analog natalamycin A, all from the highly antifungal strain Streptomyces sp. M56 (Kim et al., 2014), and the antibacterial prerubterolones and rubterolones from Actinomadura sp. RB29 (Guo et al., 2017, 2018). As part of these explorations, we were particularly intrigued by the exceptionally high antifungal activity of Streptomyces sp. M56 against both the termite mutualistic cultivar (Termitomyces spp.) and competitors/antagonists of this cultivar (Pseudoxylaria spp.). Our early investigations showed that geldanamycin and new derivatives thereof were partially responsible for the observed antifungal activities (Kim et al., 2014). The structures of the remaining active metabolites remained enigmatic. We therefore revisited these highly antifungal metabolite extracts and conducted detailed activity- and NMR-guided fractionations (Romero et al., 2015). These intensified efforts led to the isolation and characterization of two new elaiophylin derivatives, carrying an unsaturated enone moiety, which we named efomycins K (1) and L (2), in addition to the known derivative efomycin M (3) (Figure 1), a potent and specific inhibitor of selectin (Schön et al., 2002; Supong et al., 2016). Further studies led to the isolation of five known and structurally-related hemiketal derivatives, including efomycin G (4) (Frobel et al., 1990), elaiophylin (5) (Kaiser and Keller-Schierlein, 1981; Ritzau et al., 1998; Wu et al., 2013), 11-O-methylelaiophylin (6) (Wu et al., 2013), and 11,11’-O-dimethylelaiophylin (7) (Kretschmer et al., 1985; Pimentel-Elardo et al., 2015). Due to the intriguing co-production of unsaturated enones (1–3) and corresponding hemiketals (4–7), and the increasing interest in the evolution of gene clusters distributed amongst different genera of Actinomycetales, we analyzed the biosynthetic origin of elaiophylins in Streptomyces in greater detail.
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FIGURE 1. Structures of isolated efomycin and elaiophylin derivatives (1–7).



MATERIALS AND METHODS

General Experimental Procedures

Optical rotations were obtained using a Perkin-Elmer 241 polarimeter. IR spectra were recorded on a Bruker Alpha-P FT-IR spectrometer. UV spectra were acquired on an Amersham Biosciences Ultrospec 5300 Pro Spectrophotometer. CD spectra were measured on a Jasco J-715 spectropolarimeter. HR-ESI mass spectra were recorded on a Waters Micromass Q-ToF Ultima ESI-TOF mass spectrometer at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign School of Chemical Sciences Mass Spectrometry Laboratory. LC/MS analysis was performed on an Agilent 1200 Series HPLC system equipped with a diode array detector and a 6130 Series ESI mass spectrometer using an analytical Phenomenex Luna C18 column (5 μm, 4.6 mm × 100 mm). All NMR experiments were carried out on a Varian INOVA 600 MHz NMR spectrometer equipped with an indirect detection probe. HPLC purification was carried out on an Agilent 1100 or 1200 Series HPLC system (Agilent Technologies) equipped with a photo diode array detector. C18 Waters Sep-Pak cartridges were used for column chromatography. Merck precoated silica gel F254 plates and reverse-phase (RP)-18 F254s plates were used for TLC. Spots were detected on TLC under UV light or by heating after spraying with anisaldehyde-sulphuric acid.

Sequencing and Species Identification

A region of the 16S rDNA gene was amplified for phylogenetic analysis with general primers [27F and 1492R] using standard DNA extraction and PCR protocols (Benndorf et al., 2018). A nucleotide BLAST search of the partial 16S rRNA sequence of Streptomyces sp. M56 revealed a 100% identity match with the partial 16S rRNA sequence of Streptomyces malaysiensis strain 1160 GenBank accession number HQ607429.1.

Genomic DNA was extracted from a 5-day-old culture of M56 grown in ISP-2 broth at 30 °C with shaking at 200 rpm. Whole-genome sequencing was performed at the Duke University Center for genomic and computational biology (GCB) using PacBio SMRT sequencing technology (PacBio Sequel) and an 8- to 11-kb insert library prepared from M56 gDNA. Reads were assembled to a single unitig using the hierarchical genome assembly process, and low-quality nucleotides were removed manually from the unitig termini. This de novo genome assembly was polished once by mapping the reads to the assembled contigs using Quiver, as implemented in the RS_Resequencing.1 protocol in the SMRTportal v 2.3.0.140893. Further rounds of Quiver polishing did not yield any further SNP or indel corrections. The final assembly was annotated using Prokka v1.11 (Seemann, 2014) and deposited in the NCBI database as accession number CP025018.1. The assembled and annotated Streptomyces sp. M56 genome is composed of a single contig 1,1742,376 bp long with a %GC of 71.0. Overall, the sequence coverage is 94× with a mean nucleotide quality value of 48.4, which translates to a 0.0014% expected error rate.

Strain M56 shares 98.64% ANI1 with the previously described species S. malaysiensis DSM4137 (note that S. malaysiensis DSM4137 was formerly classified as a strain of Streptomyces violaceusniger). Although S. malaysiensis DSM4137 is not a type strain of this genus (or listed in the current DSM database), its 16S rRNA gene is 99% identical (NCBI BLASTn vs. nr May 5/18) to that of the type strain S. malaysiensis ATB-11 (NCBI accession NR_114497), and we therefore consider all three isolates to be the same species.

Gene Cluster Analysis

The elaiophylin BGC in Streptomyces sp. M56 was identified based on its biosynthetic logic and high homology to the previously studied elaiophylin BGCs in S. malaysiensis DSM4137 (S. violaceusniger) and “Streptomyces autolyticus” CGMCC0516. All genes present in the reference clusters were also present in Streptomyces sp. M56, including those for regulation, export, precursor and sugar biosynthesis, PKS, and tailoring enzymes (Supplementary Figures S2–S4 and Supplementary Tables S1, S2). The first PKS gene in the S. malaysiensis Ela BGC was fragmented in the genome annotation but is reported as a single intact gene here (Kim et al., 2014). The core Ela BGC comprises 5 PKS genes that include 8 PKS modules in total, as well as a separate and free-standing TE domain ElaF following the final fifth PKS module (Supplementary Figure S1 and Supplementary Table S1).

Sequence Alignments

Sequence alignment of ketoreductase domains from this study with the signature sequences reported by Keatinge-Clay (2007). Lid regions of the KR domains are not shown. Alignment was generated using MUSCLE (Edgar, 2004).

Cultivation and Extraction Procedure of Streptomyces sp. M56

Streptomyces sp. M56 was grown on 50 ISP-2 (BD DifcoTM ISP-2 medium and 1.5% Agar-Agar) agar plates (14 cm diameter) for 10 days at 30°C (Supplementary Figures S5, S6). The agar was then cut into squares, consolidated, and soaked overnight in iPrOH. The iPrOH phase was filtered, and the solvent was concentrated under vacuum to afford a crude extract, which was dissolved in 80% MeOH/H2O (200 mL). The extract was loaded onto an activated pre-packed C18 Sep-Pak cartridge (10 g, Waters) equilibrated with 20% MeOH/H2O. The charged column was then washed with two column volumes of 20% MeOH/H2O to remove very polar compounds, followed by step gradient elution with two column volumes of each of the following solvent mixtures: 40% MeOH/H2O, 60% MeOH/H2O, 80% MeOH/H2O, 100% MeOH, and 100% acetone. Each fraction was tested for antifungal and antibacterial activities in triplicate against standardized bacterial and yeast strains from the American Type Culture Collection [Bacillus subtilis (ATCC 6633), Escherichia coli (ATCC 25922), and Saccharomyces cerevisiae (ATCC 9763)]. Fractions eluted with 80% MeOH/H2O and 100% MeOH exhibited a clear zone of inhibition in disc diffusion assays, with an minimal inhibitory concentration (MIC) of 35 ± 5 μg/mL for B. subtilis and an minimum fungicidal concentration (MFC) of 45 ± 5 μg/mL for S. cerevisiae. These fractions were subsequently analyzed by LC-MS, which indicated a complex mixture of secondary metabolites. The fractions eluted with 80% MeOH/H2O and 100% MeOH were consolidated and subsequently purified by preparative reverse-phase HPLC (Agilent 1100 Series HPLC system, C18 column, Phenomenex Luna, 250 mm × 21.2 mm, 5 μm) with a flow rate of 10 mL/min using a linear gradient from 30% MeOH/H2O to 100% MeOH for 30 min, 100% MeOH for the next 10 min, 30% MeOH/H2O within 1 min, and further isocratic elution for 9 min. Fractions were collected for every minute from 6 to 40 min to produce 34 fractions. These fractions were tested in an assay against B. subtilis and S. cerevisiae. Fractions 20–28 exhibited moderate to strong activity against B. subtilis and S. cerevisiae. Among the active fractions, fraction 25 was purified by semi-preparative reverse-phase HPLC (55% MeCN/H2O + 0.1% formic acid) using a phenyl-hexyl column (Phenomenex Luna, 250 mm × 10.0 mm, 5 μm, flow rate: 2 mL/min) to yield compound 1 (0.6 mg, tR = 17.4 min) and the previously reported geldanamycin and derivatives (Kim et al., 2014). Fraction 26 was purified by semi-preparative reverse-phase HPLC (55% MeCN/H2O + 0.1% formic acid) using the phenyl-hexyl column (flow rate: 2 mL/min) to furnish compounds 2 (0.7 mg, tR = 20.4 min) and 3 (0.9 mg, tR = 24.0 min). Fraction 27 was separated by purification of the semi-preparative reverse-phase HPLC using a gradient program [water + 0.1% formic acid (A), acetonitrile (B): 0–33 min: 45% B; 33–34 min: 45%→100% B; 34–50 min: 100% B] with a C8 column (Phenomenex Luna, 250 × 10.0 mm, 5 μm, flow rate: 2 mL/min) to give compounds 5 (1.5 mg, tR = 21.6 min), 4 (1.4 mg, tR = 27.8 min), 6 (0.5 mg, tR = 42.1 min), and 7 (0.4 mg, tR = 46.1 min) (Supplementary Figures S7–S21).

Efomycin K (1)

Amorphous powder; [image: image] + 17.4 (c 0.03, MeOH); IR (KBr) νmax 3421, 2950, 2830, 1707, 1645, 1600, 1483, 1380, 1309, 1182, 1023, 920 cm-1; UV (MeOH) λmax (log 𝜀) 252 (4.8) nm; CD (MeOH) 210.0 (Δ𝜀 -15.8), 250.5 (Δ𝜀 -40.5), 279.0 (Δ𝜀 +32.0) nm; 1H (CD3OD, 600 MHz) and 13C NMR (CD3OD, 150 MHz) data, see Table 1; positive HR-ESIMS m/z 701.4251 [M + H]+ (calcd. for C40H61O10, 701.4265).

TABLE 1. 1H (600 MHz) and 13C NMR (150 HMz) data of efomycin K (1) and M (2) in CD3OD.a
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Efomycin L (2)

Amorphous powder; [image: image] + 18.0 (c 0.04, MeOH); IR (KBr) νmax 3420, 2950, 2836, 1706, 1645, 1610, 1480, 1384, 1303, 1182, 1019, 920 cm-1; UV (MeOH) λmax (log 𝜀) 252 (4.8) nm; CD (MeOH) 211.0 (Δ𝜀 -13.8), 249.5 (Δ𝜀 -44.6), 279.0 (Δ𝜀 +31.9) nm; 1H (CD3OD, 600 MHz) and 13C NMR (CD3OD, 150 MHz) data, see Table 1; positive HR-ESIMS m/z 715.4424 [M + H]+ (calcd. for C41H63O10, 715.4421).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Isolation and Structure Elucidation of Efomycin/Elaiophylin Congeners

Streptomyces sp. M56 was grown on ISP-2 agar plates for 14 d and mycelium covered plates were extracted using iso-propanol (iPrOH). The resulting crude extract was subjected to C18 solid phase (SP) extraction using a 10% step elution gradient from 20% MeOH/H2O to 100% MeOH (one column volume per step). Resulting fractions were tested for antimicrobial activity against S. cerevisiae using a disk diffusion assay. Fractions eluted with 80% MeOH in H2O and 100% MeOH exhibited strong antifungal activity and were subjected to preparative-scale C18 reverse-phase HPLC. In depth 1H NMR and HRMS-analyses of these active RP-HPLC fractions revealed both previously reported geldanamycin derivatives (Kim et al., 2014) and a group of highly similar unsaturated polyketide-derived compounds with characteristic UV absorption spectra. Subsequent semi-preparative reverse-phase HPLC separation of antifungal fractions accompanied by NMR analysis yielded seven efomycin/elaiophylin congeners, including two previously unreported structural derivatives 1 and 2.

For compound 1, HR-ESI-MS analysis provided the pseudomolecular ion of 701.4251 [M+H]+, consistent with a molecular formula of C40H60O10. 1H NMR analysis (Table 1) indicated the presence of 10 methyl signals and 12 olefinic and six oxygenated methine protons. The observed 1H NMR chemical shifts were very similar to those of compounds 2 and 3 (vide infra), with the major difference of 1 being the absence of a triplet (CH3) proton signal at δH 0.84. The planar structure of 1 was determined by 2D NMR analysis (1H-1H COSY, TOCSY, HSQC, and HMBC). Distinct HMBC correlations along with 1H-1H COSY and TOCSY correlations revealed a 16-membered macrolide ring structure and demonstrated a connection between units A and B, respectively (Figure 2 and Supplementary Figure S7). Comparison of the NMR data with those of efomycin M (3) implied that compound 1 carries two methyl groups at C-14/C-14’, instead of ethyl groups, as in the case of 3 (Schön et al., 2002).
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FIGURE 2. Key TOCSY and HMBC correlations of 1 and 2.



HR-ESI-MS analysis of compound (2) provided the unfamiliar molecular formula of C41H62O10 (715.4424 [M + H]+). Again, 1H NMR data (Table 1) indicated the presence of 10 methyl signals and 12 olefinic and six oxygenated methine protons. The 13C NMR results assigned by HSQC and HMBC spectra displayed the presence of 41 carbon signals, which were classified into 10 methyls, one methylene, 26 methines including 12 olefinic carbons, and 4 quaternary carbonyl carbons. Comparison of the NMR data with those of compounds 1 and 3 implied that compound 2 was highly similar but asymmetric. The planar structure of 2 was again determined by 2D-NMR analysis (1H-1H COSY, TOCSY, HSQC, and HMBC) and comparison of chemical shifts (Figure 2). Distinct HMBC correlations of H3-21/C-14 and H3-21/C-20 to C-14 revealed that compound 2 possessed one ethyl group linked to C-14 rather than a methyl group as found in compound 1 and was therefore named efomycin L. The absolute stereochemistry of efomycins 1–3 was deduced from highly similar NMR patterns, including coupling constants, the almost identical ECD spectral data [1: 211.0 (Δ𝜀 -13.8), 249.5 (Δ𝜀 -44.6), 279.0 (Δ𝜀 +31.9), 2: 210.0 (Δ𝜀 -15.8), 250.5 (Δ𝜀 -40.5), 279.0 (Δ𝜀 +32.0), 3: 208.5 (Δ𝜀 -11.7), 249.5 (Δ𝜀 -47.8), 278.0 (Δ𝜀 +30.8) and 4: 216.0 (Δ𝜀 -23.3), 249.0 (Δ𝜀 -43.8), 279.0 (Δ𝜀 +33.9)], and the biosynthetic origin (vide infra). Furthermore, structurally closely related metabolite efomycin G (4) (Frobel et al., 1990), elaiophylin (5) (Arai, 1960), 11-O-methylelaiophylin (6) (Wu et al., 2013), and 11,11’-O-dimethylelaiophylin (7) (Ritzau et al., 1998) were isolated.

Elaiophylins are glycosylated C2 symmetric 16-membered macrolides that are derived from two linear polyketide chains. Most structural variations of elaiophylins vary by the absence or presence of the glycosylated dihydroxypyrane moiety and different substitution patterns at C-11/C-11′ (hydroxy or methoxy groups) (Wienrich et al., 2006; Sheng et al., 2015). A highly intriguing feature in this study is the co-occurrence of efomycins (1–3) containing an unsaturated enone moiety and structurally derived elaiophylins (4–7), which are formed via a stereospecific intra-molecular hemiacetal process. Similar intra-molecular hemiacetal can be found in the PKS-derived C2 symmetric congoblatin (Zhou et al., 2015b), vermiculin (Proksa and Fuska, 2000), and plecomacrolides (Dai et al., 2005), a large family of 16- or 18-membered macrolactones. Intriguingly, the distantly related polyketide pair oxohygrolidin and hygrolidin show the same structural elements, an unsaturated enone and the corresponding hemiketals, respectively.

Elaiophylins also exhibit remarkable pharmacological properties such as antimicrobial, anticancer, immunosuppressant, and antiviral activity (Ritzau et al., 1998; Doseung et al., 2011; Lim et al., 2018). Similar to bafilomycins, the antibacterial elaiophylins have been shown to enhance antifungal activity in combination with co-produced rapamycin (Fang et al., 2000). Furthermore, efomycin M was found to be non-toxic and showed selective inhibitory effects on selectin-mediated leukocyte-endothelial adhesion in vitro (Schön et al., 2002). Thus, we speculate that in combination with other produced metabolites, such as the previously identified geldanamycin analogs (Kim et al., 2014), elaiophylins and/or efomycins could be responsible for the high antifungal activity observed in the herein investigated Streptomyces sp. M56 metabolite extracts.

Identification of the Putative Biosynthetic Gene Cluster of Efomycin/Elaiophylin Congeners

To date, the molecular complexity of these unsaturated macrolactones has hampered synthetic approaches that would enable detailed structure-function analyses and improvement of pharmacological properties. Thus, detailed information about the biosynthetic pathways of efomycins and elaiophylins within the producing organism Streptomyces sp. M56 will enable future pathway engineering to increase production titers and to create new structural derivatives with altered potency and activity spectra (Dorsch et al., 2004).

To identify the biosynthetic origin of 1–7, the Streptomyces sp. M56 genome was sequenced (NCBI accession number CP025018.1). De novo genome assembly was performed using the PacBio SMRTportal with the HGAP protocol, polished using Quiver, and annotated using Prokka v1.11 (Seemann, 2014 Bioinformatics). The assembled and annotated Streptomyces sp. M56 genome is composed of a single 1,1742,376-bp single contig with a 71.0% GC content. Strain M56 shares 98.64% ANI2 with the previously described species S. malaysiensis DSM4137. Similarly, the genome of “Streptomyces autolyticus” CGMCC0516 shares 98.68% and 98.64% ANI with strain M56 and S. malaysiensis, respectively, indicating that all three strains should be considered as belonging to the same bacterial species.

Secondary metabolite biosynthetic gene clusters (BGCs) were predicted in Streptomyces sp. M56 and the genomes of S. malaysiensis DSM4137 (NCBI accession CP023992.1) and “S. autolyticus” CGMCC0516 (NCBI accession CP019458) using antiSMASH v4.1.0 with default parameters.

Previous studies have shown that the macrolactone core of elaiophylins and related structures is assembled by a type I PKS system following the PKS pattern of collinearity (Gerlitz et al., 1992; Weissman, 2015; Zhou et al., 2015a). The elaiophylin BGC in Streptomyces sp. M56 was identified based on its biosynthetic logic and high homology to the previously studied elaiophylin BGCs in S. malaysiensis DSM4137 (Supplementary Figure S1 and Supplementary Table S1). All genes present in the reference clusters were also present in Streptomyces sp. M56, including those for regulation, export, precursor and sugar biosynthesis, PKS, and tailoring enzymes. The core ela cluster consists of five PKS genes that include eight PKS modules in total, as well as a separate and free-standing TE domain ElaF following the final fifth PKS module (Figure 3 and Supplementary Figure S1; Haydock et al., 2004). The substrate specificities of each AT (Supplementary Figure S4) and the direction of ketoreduction of each KR domain (Supplementary Figures S2, S3) were assigned based on phylogenetic relatedness to domains with known specificities and signature amino acid sequences. These domain assignments are consistent and collinear with the elaiophylin/efomycin structures with three important features.


[image: image]

FIGURE 3. Proposed efomycins (1–3) and elaiophylins (4–7) PKS assembly lines. Domain composition and specificity of the ela BGCs; the dimerization mechanism was adapted from Zhou et al. (2015b). Pathway (A) biosynthetic assembly line proposes an inactive ElaA-DH and ElaB-KR domains (colored in red). Pathway (B) biosynthetic assembly line proposes a trans-acting ElaA-DH and an inactive ElaB-KR domain (colored in red).



First, it needs to be noted that efomycins (1–3) and elaiophylins (4–7) carry either a methyl or ethyl residue at position C-14. Thus, it is conceivable that either a promiscuous AT-domain (ElaA) or an unusually high production titre of ethyl malonate shifts the production towards derivatives carrying an ethyl substituent.

Secondly, module 1 includes a dehydratase, which we propose acts in trans as part of Module 2, mediated by ElaB based on dehydration at this latter position and the malonyl unit at this position that is consistent with the AT domain specificity of Module 2 but not of that of Module 1 or 3 (Chen and Du, 2016).

Thirdly, the Module 3 KR domain shows a hybrid amino acid signature that contains the “LDD” motif typical of B-type KR domains but lacks the conserved “N” residue found in both A- and B-type KR domains (Supplementary Table S2). Thus, the Module 3 KR domain likely functions as a typical C-type domain that lacks ketoreductase activity (Keatinge-Clay, 2007; Zheng and Keatinge-Clay, 2011). We therefore annotated this domain as a hybrid B/C KR type and assumed that it is not active, consistent with the presence of a non-reduced keto group at C-6. Examination of the sequence of the encoded TE domain showed it to be very similar to those catalyzing intramolecular lactonization (type I TE) (Hari et al., 2014). At this stage, it cannot be excluded that both TE domains act synergistically to catalyze the two acylation and deacylation steps during macrodiolide formation; and the exact mode of action of the domains remains to be elucidated.

Overall, this arrangement generates two possible PKS-products, one of which carries β-hydroxy ketone functionality (pathway A, Figure 3) and allows for downstream hemiketal formation, as seen in formation of compounds 4–7, and modification by addition of 2-deoxy-l-fucose at C-13 by ElaG (Weissman, 2015). In contrast, formation of the more rigid unsaturated enone moiety via pathway B most likely prevents the intramolecular hemiacetal formation observed for compounds 1–3.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our activity- and genome-guided analysis of termite-associated Actinobacteria led to the isolation of two new efomycin derivatives in Streptomyces sp. M56. The simultaneous production of antimicrobial geldanamycins, efomycins, and elaiophylins and their likely synergistic bioactivities are presumably the reasons for the observed high antifungal activity of Streptomyces sp. M56 and future studies will be directed at understanding the regulation of their production and bioactivities. The increasing interest in evolution of gene clusters in Actinobacteria led us to pursue a detailed in silico biosynthetic pathway analysis of the putative ela cluster. The identified putative biosynthetic gene cluster harbors a DH that presumably needs to act in trans to produce both enones (efomycins 1–3) and hemiacetals (elaiophylins 4–7). Future molecular biological analyses will sheet light into the exceptions to the co-linearity principle and aid in the understanding of the complex control of secondary metabolism in Streptomyces sp. M56 and beyond.

DATA AVAILABILITY

Genomic datasets generated for this study can be found in the Genbank Accession number: KJ511242.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

CB and KK conceived the study. All authors conducted the experiments. JK and CB contributed to the bioinformatics analysis. JK, CB, and KK wrote the manuscript with help from SL and MP.

FUNDING

This work was supported by the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF) grant funded by the Korea Government (MSIT) (2018R1A2B2006879). Financial support by Villum Kann Rasmussen Foundation by a Young Investigator Fellowship (VKR10101) to MP, the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (grant CRC 1127 ChemBioSys and BE-4799/3-1), and the Leibniz Gemeinschaft for financial support to CB.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We thank Assist. Prof. Antonio Ruzzini for assisting in the PACBio sequencing. We also thank Assoc. Prof. Wilhelm de Beer, Prof. Michael J. Wingfield, and the staff and students at the Forestry and Agricultural Biotechnology Institute, University of Pretoria, for hosting our fieldwork.

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

The Supplementary Material for this article can be found online at: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmicb.2019.01739/full#supplementary-material

FOOTNOTES

1 http://enve-omics.ce.gatech.edu/ani/

2 http://enve-omics.ce.gatech.edu/ani/

REFERENCES

Arai, M. (1960). Azalomycins B and F, two new antibiotics. I. Production and isolation. J. Antibiot. 13, 46–50.

Beemelmanns, C., Guo, H., Rischer, M., and Poulsen, M. (2016). Natural products from microbes associated with insects. Beilstein J. Org. Chem. 12, 314–327. doi: 10.3762/bjoc.12.34

Beemelmanns, C., Ramadhar, T. R., Kim, K. H., Klassen, J. L., Cao, S., Wyche, T. P., et al. (2017). Macrotermycins A–D, glycosylated macrolactams from a termite-associated Amycolatopsis sp. M39. Org. Lett. 19, 1000–1003. doi: 10.1021/acs.orglett.6b03831

Benndorf, R., Guo, H., Sommerwerk, E., Weigel, C., Garcia-Altares, M., Martin, K., et al. (2018). Natural products from Actinobacteria associated with fungus-growing termites. Antibiotics 7, E83. doi: 10.3390/antibiotics7030083

Berasategui, A., Shukla, S., Salem, H., and Kaltenpoth, M. (2016). Potential applications of insect symbionts in biotechnology. Appl. Microbiol. Biotech. 100, 1567–1577. doi: 10.1007/s00253-015-7186-9

Chen, H., and Du, L. (2016). Iterative polyketide biosynthesis by modular polyketide synthases in bacteria. Appl. Microbiol. Biotechnol. 100, 541–557. doi: 10.1007/s00253-015-7093-0

Dai, W. M., Guan, Y., and Jin, J. (2005). Structures and total syntheses of the plecomacrolides. Curr. Med. Chem. 12, 1947–1993. doi: 10.2174/0929867054546591

Dorsch, H., Pelzer, S., and Spellig, T. (2004). New isolated proteins and peptides, useful for synthesis of efomycin antibiotics, also nucleic acid sequences encoding them and genetically modified host cells. Patent No: DE102004027516A1.

Doseung, L., Woo, J. K., Kim, D., Kim, M., Cho, S. K., Kim, J. H., et al. (2011). Antiviral activity of methylelaiophylin, an alpha-glucosidase inhibitor. J. Microbiol. Biotechnol. 21, 263–266. doi: 10.4014/jmb.1011.11002

Edgar, R. C. (2004). MUSCLE: multiple sequence alignment with high accuracy and high throughput. Nucl. Acids Res. 32, 1792–1797. doi: 10.1093/nar/gkh340

Engl, T., and Kaltenpoth, M. (2018). Influence of microbial symbionts on insect pheromones. Nat. Prod. Rep. 35, 386–397. doi: 10.1039/c7np00068e

Fang, A., Wong, G. K., and Demain, A. L. (2000). Enhancement of the antifungal activity of rapamycin by the coproduced elaiophylin and nigericin. J. Antibiot. 53, 158–162. doi: 10.7164/antibiotics.53.158

Frobel, K., Muller, H., Bischoff, E., Salcher, O., De Jong, A., Berschauer, F., et al. (1990). Efomycin G and it’s use as yield promoter in animals. U.S. Patent 4927810.

Genilloud, O. (2017). Actinomycetes: still a source of novel antibiotics. Nat. Prod. Rep. 34, 1203–1232. doi: 10.1039/c7np00026j

Gerlitz, M., Hammann, P., Thiericke, R., and Rohr, J. (1992). The biogenetic origin of the carbon skeleton and the oxygen atoms of elaiophylin, a symmetric macrodiolide antibiotic. J. Org. Chem. 57, 4030–4033. doi: 10.1021/jo00040a058

Guo, H., Benndorf, R., König, S., Leichnitz, D., Weigel, C., Peschel, G., et al. (2018). Expanding the rubterolone family: intrinsic reactivity and directed diversification of PKS-derived pyrans. Chem. Eur. J. 24, 11319–11324. doi: 10.1002/chem.201802066

Guo, H., Benndorf, R., Leichnitz, D., Klassen, J. L., Vollmers, J., Görls, H., et al. (2017). Isolation, biosynthesis and chemical modifications of rubterolones A–F: rare tropolone alkaloids from Actinomadura sp. 5-2. Chem. Eur. J. 23, 9338–9345. doi: 10.1002/chem.201701005

Hari, T. P. A., Labana, P., Boileau, M., and Boddy, C. N. (2014). An evolutionary model encompassing substrate specificity and reactivity of type I polyketide synthase thioesterases. ChemBioChem 15, 2656–2661. doi: 10.1002/cbic.201402475

Haydock, S. F., Mironenko, T., Ghoorahoo, H. I., and Leadlay, P. F. (2004). The putative elaiophylin biosynthetic gene cluster in Streptomyces sp. DSM4137 is adjacent to genes encoding adenosylcobalamin-dependent methylmalonyl CoA mutase and to genes for synthesis of cobalamin. J. Biotechnol. 113, 55–68. doi: 10.1016/j.jbiotec.2004.03.022

Kaiser, H., and Keller-Schierlein, W. (1981). Metabolites of microorganisms. Part 202. Structure elucidation of elaiophylin: spectroscopic studies and degradation. Helv. Chim. Acta 64, 407–424. doi: 10.1002/chin.198125344

Kang, H. R., Lee, D., Benndorf, R., Jung, W. H., Beemelmanns, C., Kang, K. S., et al. (2016). Termisoflavones A–C, isoflavonoid glycosides from termite associated Streptomyces sp. RB1. J. Nat Prod. 79, 3072–3078. doi: 10.1021/acs.jnatprod.6b00738

Keatinge-Clay, A. T. (2007). A tylosin ketoreductase reveals how chirality is determined in polyketides. Chem. Biol. 14, 898–908. doi: 10.1016/j.chembiol.2007.07.009

Kim, K. H., Ramadhar, T. R., Beemelmanns, C., Cao, S., Poulsen, M., Currie, C. R., et al. (2014). Natalamycin A, an ansamycin from a termite-associated Streptomyces sp. Chem. Sci. 5, 4333–4338. doi: 10.1039/c4sc01136h

Kretschmer, A., Dorgerloh, M., Deeg, M., and Hagenmaier, H. (1985). The structures of novel insecticidal macrolides: bafilomycins D and E, and oxohygrolidin. Agric. Biol. Chem. 49, 2509–2511. doi: 10.1080/00021369.1985.10867119

Kuhlisch, C., and Pohnert, G. (2015). Metabolomics in chemical ecology. Nat. Prod. Rep. 32, 937–955. doi: 10.1039/c5np00003c

Kurtböke, D. I., French, J. R. J., Hayes, R. A., and Quinn, R. (2015). “Eco-taxonomic insights into actinomycete symbionts of termites for discovery of novel bioactive compounds,” in Biotechnological Applications of Biodiversity of the series Advances in Biochemical Engineering/Biotechnology, Vol. 147, ed. J. Mukherjee (Berlin: Springer), 111–135. doi: 10.1007/10_2014_270

Lim, H. N., Jang, J. P., Han, J. M., Jang, J. H., Ahn, J. S., and Jung, H. J. (2018). Antiangiogenic potential of microbial metabolite elaiophylin for targeting tumor angiogenesis. Molecules 23, 563. doi: 10.3390/molecules23030563

Palazzotto, E., and Weber, T. (2018). Omics and multi-omics approaches to study the biosynthesis of secondary metabolites in microorganisms. Curr. Opin. Microbiol. 45, 109–116. doi: 10.1016/j.mib.2018.03.004

Pimentel-Elardo, S. M., Sørensen, D., Ho, L., Ziko, M., Bueler, S. A., Lu, S., et al. (2015). Activity-independent discovery of secondary metabolites using chemical elicitation and cheminformatic inference. ACS Chem. Biol. 10, 2616–2623. doi: 10.1021/acschembio.5b00612

Proksa, B., and Fuska, J. (2000). Vermiculine: a diolide with immunoregulatory activity. Pharmazie 55, 791–797. doi: 10.1002/chin.200106224

Ritzau, M., Heinze, S., Fleck, W. F., Dahse, H. M., and Gräfe, U. (1998). New macrodiolide antibiotics, 11-O-monomethyl- and 11,11′-O-dimethylelaiophylins, from Streptomyces sp. HKI-0113 and HKI-0114. J. Nat. Prod. 61, 1337–1339. doi: 10.1021/np9800351

Romero, C. A., Grkovic, T., Han, J., Zhang, L., French, J. R. J., Kurtböke, D. I., et al. (2015). NMR fingerprints, an integrated approach to uncover the unique components of the drug-like natural product metabolome of termite gut-associated Streptomyces species. RSC Advances 5, 104524–104534. doi: 10.1039/C5RA17553D

Scherlach, K., and Hertweck, C. (2018). Mediators of mutualistic microbe–microbe interactions. Nat. Prod. Rep. 35, 303–308. doi: 10.1039/c7np00035a

Schön, M. P., Krahn, T., Schön, M., Rodriguez, M. L., Antonicek, H., Schultz, J. E., et al. (2002). Efomycine M, a new specific inhibitor of selectin, impairs leukocyte adhesion and alleviates cutaneous inflammation. Nat. Med. 8, 366–372. doi: 10.1038/nm0602-639a

Seemann, T. (2014). Prokka: rapid prokaryotic genome annotation. Bioinformatics 30, 2068–2069. doi: 10.1093/bioinformatics/btu153

Shendure, J., Balasubramanian, S., Church, G. M., Gilbert, W., Rogers, J., Schloss, J. A., et al. (2017). DNA sequencing at 40: past, present and future. Nature 550, 345–353. doi: 10.1038/nature24286

Sheng, Y., Lam, P. W., Shahab, S., Santosa, D. A., Proteau, P. J., Zabriskie, T. M., et al. (2015). Identification of elaiophylin skeletal variants from the indonesian Streptomyces sp. ICBB 9297. J. Nat. Prod. 78, 2768–2775. doi: 10.1021/acs.jnatprod.5b00752

Supong, K., Thawai, C., Choowong, W., Kittiwongwattana, C., Thanaboripat, D., Laosinwattana, C., et al. (2016). Antimicrobial compounds from endophytic Streptomyces sp. BCC72023 isolated from rice (Oryza sativa L.). Res. Microbiol. 167, 290–298. doi: 10.1016/j.resmic.2016.01.004

Weissman, K. J. (2015). Uncovering the structures of modular polyketide synthases. Nat. Prod. Rep. 32, 436–453. doi: 10.1039/c4np00098f

Wienrich, B. G., Krahn, T., Schön, M., Rodriguez, M. L., Kramer, B., Busemann, M., et al. (2006). Structure–function relation of efomycines, a family of small-molecule inhibitors of selectin functions. J. Investig. Dermatol. 126, 882–889. doi: 10.1038/sj.jid.5700159

Wilkinson, B., and Micklefield, J. (2007). Mining and engineering natural-product biosynthetic pathways. Nat. Chem. Biol. 3, 379–386. doi: 10.1038/nchembio.2007.7

Wu, C. Y., Tan, Y., Gan, M. L., Wang, Y. G., Guan, Y., Hu, X. X., et al. (2013). Identification of elaiophylin derivatives from the marine-derived Actinomycete Streptomyces sp. 7-145 using PCR-based screening. J. Nat. Prod. 76, 2153–2157. doi: 10.1021/np4006794

Zheng, J., and Keatinge-Clay, A. T. (2011). Structural and functional analysis of C2-type ketoreductases from modular polyketide synthases. J. Mol. Biol. 410, 105–117. doi: 10.1016/j.jmb.2011.04.065

Zhou, Y., Murphy, A. C., Samborsyy, M., Prediger, P., Dias, L. C., and Leadlay, P. (2015a). Iterative mechanism of macrodiolide formation in the anticancer compound conglobatin. Chem. Biol. 22, 745–754. doi: 10.1016/j.chembiol.2015.05.010

Zhou, Y., Prediger, P., Dias, L. C., Murphy, A. C., and Leadlay, P. F. (2015b). Macrodiolide formation by the thioesterase of a modular polyketide synthase. Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. Engl. 54, 5232–5235. doi: 10.1002/ange.201500401

Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

Copyright © 2019 Klassen, Lee, Poulsen, Beemelmanns and Kim. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

OPS/images/fmicb-10-01739-t001.jpg
B

s s
60
s
200
el
ase
nas
w00
e
0 wss
no e
w  wne

o)
200
e
Py
920
ey

v

smonso
0905010
0905010
sesunso. 05
280
swwama
o
6529
078835

ozmo0se
0005540
234000055
amms.55
ey
lags
omera
10.089
108400

a0
o87.09050.10
rsanso. 10
sevans 109
268m
siswama
1o
a7s.0108.35
307.088.25

20059
omr.00055.40
234030055
Prvereen
h.aes
w2
omera
0085
10500

g

smas0
os703050.110
rssnsa 10
smonsa 09
2650
05
amose0ss
prreren

s

aransa

sm.sin60.40
200m

amsmsss

ey
o isn
oseron

sw.ans0
omr.0a050.10
sninsa o
sm.03050 109






OPS/images/cross.jpg
3,

i





OPS/images/fmicb-10-01739-i001.jpg
CIF

&





OPS/images/fmicb-10-01739-g001.jpg
1R'=
2 R'=
3R'=

CH;  R?=CH3 efomycin K
CH;  R?=CH,CH3 efomycin L
CH,CH; R? = CH,CH3 efomycin M

OH
OH

-~ "OH

OH
4 R'=CH,CH; R*=CH,CH; R®=0H R*=0OH efomycin G
5 R'=CH,CH3 R”?=CH; R¥®=OH R*=OH elaiophylin
6 R'=CH,CH; R2=CH,CH; R®=OH R*=0CH;
7 R'=CH,CH3 R?=CH,CH; R®=0CH; R*=0OCH;





OPS/images/fmicb-10-01739-g003.jpg
AT

§

o K (acp) KS KS

Efomycins K and L from a termite-associated Streptomyces sp. M56

FocFOpf% P P8 PP e 6
Loading ) 1 le 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 Module 7

Module

DH
|%TE
O

AT ATARR AT g (AT (? AT

KS KS @ KS KS
O:( @) 4 e) 6
R

! HO HO: . 4 O
1 'I|R1
R'= Me, Et HO HO:..
1
HO

Module 1 Module 2

@/_\ Module 3 Module 4
AT

KR AT KR AT

HO

HO

elaiolide

O-methylation l
O-glycosilation l S

macrodiolide formation TE

; 47






OPS/images/fmicb-10-01739-g002.jpg
TOCSY HMBC





OPS/images/cover.jpg
, frontiers
in Microbiology

Efomycins K and L From a
Termite-Associated Streptomyces
sp. M56 and Their Putative
Biosynthetic Origin









OPS/images/logo.jpg
' frontiers
in Microbiology





