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An Expression of Concern on

Rapid scanning electron microscopy detection and sequencing
of severe acute respiratory syndrome Coronavirus 2 and other
respiratory viruses

by Haddad, G., Bellali, S., Fontanini, A,, Francis, R., La Scola, B., Levasseur, A, Bou Khalil, J., and
Raoult, D. (2020). Front. Microbiol. 11:596180. doi: 10.3389/fmicb.2020.596180

Following publication, it was brought to our attention that the ethical approval for
this study referred to the same ethics approval number 2020-01 that had been used across
a series of published studies (1-3). Additionally, an issue around the potential need for
approval from a Comité de Protection de Personnes was raised and remains unresolved.

The authors and their institution provided an explanation, claiming that the
retrospective nature of the study, conducted on samples considered as waste, exempts them
from the need for ethical approval. However, no position regarding the reuse of the same
ethics approval number has been provided.

Frontiers has not received the necessary documentation to confirm the
institution’s responses.
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