

[image: Incidence of Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor-Associated Diabetes: A Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Studies]
Incidence of Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor-Associated Diabetes: A Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Studies





SYSTEMATIC REVIEW

published: 06 December 2019

doi: 10.3389/fphar.2019.01453

[image: image2]


Incidence of Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor-Associated Diabetes: A Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Studies


Jingli Lu 1,2†, Jing Yang 1,2†, Yan Liang 1,2, Haiyang Meng 1,2, Junjie Zhao 1,2 and Xiaojian Zhang 1,2*


1 Department of Pharmacy, the First Affiliated Hospital of Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China, 2 Henan Key Laboratory of Precision Clinical Pharmacy, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China




Edited by: 
Jie Xu, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China

Reviewed by: 
Hebao Yuan, University of Michigan, United States

Heidi Diann Finnes, Mayo Clinic, United States

*Correspondence: 
Xiaojian Zhang
 firstph@163.com

†These authors have contributed equally to this work


Specialty section: 
 This article was submitted to Pharmacology of Anti-Cancer Drugs, a section of the journal Frontiers in Pharmacology





Received: 01 July 2019

Accepted: 13 November 2019

Published: 06 December 2019

Citation:
Lu J, Yang J, Liang Y, Meng H, Zhao J and Zhang X (2019) Incidence of Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor-Associated Diabetes: A Meta-Analysis of Randomized Controlled Studies. Front. Pharmacol. 10:1453. doi: 10.3389/fphar.2019.01453



Background: Immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) are now an important option for more than 14 different cancers. Recent series case reports have described that ICIs are associated with new-onset diabetes in patients, yet the definitive risk is not available. We thus performed a meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials (RCTs) to assess the incidence and risk of developing new-onset diabetes following the use of ICIs.

Methods: The PubMed, EMBASE, Cochrane Library databases, and ClinicalTrials.gov for RCTs were searched. Statistical analyses were performed using STATA 15 and R language. Fifty-two RCTs were included, and 12 did not report any events of ICI-associated diabetes.

Results: A meta-analysis of 40 trials was performed, which reported at least one diabetes-related event among 24,596 patients. Although specific diabetes-related events were rare, compared with the placebo or other therapeutic strategies, the rates of serious hyperglycemia (OR 2.41, 95% CI 1.52 to 3.82), diabetes (3.54, 1.32 to 9.51), all-grade T1D (6.60, 2.51 to 17.30), and serious-grade T1D (6.50, 2.32 to 18.17) were increased with ICI drugs. Subgroup analysis according to the type of control, type of ICIs, and the combination mode suggested that ICIs plus conventional treatments significantly decreased the risks of diabetes and serious-grade hyperglycemia. There was little heterogeneity across the studies in all results except hyperglycemic events, which in part was attributable to data from everolimus-based control group.

Conclusions: New-onset diabetes is uncommon with ICIs but the risk is increased compared with placebo or another therapeutic strategy. However, more studies are warranted to substantiate these findings across ICIs.


Keywords: immune checkpoint inhibitors, diabetes, hyperglycemia, meta-analysis, safety outcomes



Introduction

Immune checkpoint inhibitor (ICI)-based treatments that block molecules such as programmed cell death protein 1 (PD-1), PD1 ligand 1 (PD-L1), and cytotoxic T lymphocyte-associated antigen 4 (CTLA-4) have emerged as powerful weapons in a growing number of cancers (Temel et al., 2018). Currently, nine ICIs have been approved for the treatment of different cancers: anti-PD-1 (nivolumab, pembrolizumab, toripalimab, sintilimab, and cemiplimab); anti-PD-L1 (atezolizumab, avelumab, and durvalumab); and anti-CTLA-4 (ipilimumab). Immune checkpoint molecules play an important role in maintaining immunological tolerance to self-antigens and preventing autoimmune disorders (Pardoll, 2012). Consequently, their blockade in cancer therapy not only promotes T cell-mediated immune destruction on tumor cells but may also facilitate autoimmune activity that affects various organ systems (Johnson et al., 2018). Thus, ICIs frequently cause toxicities related to the mechanism of action that are generally referred to as immune-related adverse events (irAEs) (Postow et al., 2018).

Among these irAEs, new-onset diabetes is receiving increased attention, as more evidence suggests the recognition of diabetes-related adverse events in patients with cancers who are treated with ICIs. A marked increase in reporting diabetes has also been seen since 2017 by analyzing the World Health Organization’s database of individual case safety reports (Wright et al., 2018). These observations raised concern as to whether ICI treatments could be associated with an increased risk of diabetes in patients with cancer. However, there has been no report of a meta-analysis of the incidence or risk of ICI-associated diabetes among the different ICIs in different tumor subtypes.

Given the dramatic growth in the number of clinical trials testing ICI agents and their clinical benefits in the increasing list of cancer types and negative influence on life quality caused by diabetes if not promptly recognized, we performed a meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials (RCTs) with ICIs in patients with cancer and evaluated the incidence and risks of diabetes-related adverse events compared with placebo or another therapeutic strategy.



Methods


Search Strategy and Selection Criteria

Scientific literature searches were performed in three databases (PubMed, EMBASE, and Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials) from the inception of all searched databases to March 2019. Relevant text words and medical subject headings that consisted of terms including ‘phase’ and the individual drug names (details in Supporting Information Table S1) were searched. The search was limited to RCTs and English language. We also performed a manual search using reference lists from trials and review articles to identify any other relevant data. The ClinicalTrials.gov website was searched for RCTs that were labeled as ‘completed’ with available results. This meta-analysis was performed in adherence with the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses guidelines (Moher et al., 2009).



Study Selection

We included RCTs that were performed in adults with cancer and compared ICI treatment to another treatment strategy. The exclusion criteria were as follows: observational and retrospective studies; studies published in a meeting abstract without published full text original articles; quality of life studies; studies with only pediatric patients; 10 or fewer patients in any group; single dosing; cost effectiveness analyses; and those that could not assess the effect of ICI, such as when the control group was a different dose of the same ICI or another type of ICI. Two authors independently screened all titles and abstracts (HM and JZ). Two of three authors reviewed and discussed the potential full text. Any disagreements were resolved by consensus with all three (JL, HM, and JZ).



Data Extraction and Quality Assessment

Data from each study that met the inclusion criteria were independently extracted by two of the three authors (JL, HM, and YL). Any disagreement was resolved by consensus with all three. The retrieved data included author name, year of publication, trial characteristics (registry number, whether it was an international study, countries involved, study sites, and study phase), patient characteristics (sex, age, and performance status), the sizes of the intervention and control groups, ICI treatment, dose, and the outcomes of interest. We detected new-onset diabetes following treatment with ICIs using the following terms: hyperglycemia, diabetes mellitus (DM), type 2 diabetes (T2D), and type 1 diabetes (T1D). For data extracted from ClinicalTrials.gov, adverse events were reported as either serious or other; for data from published reports, we identified grades 3–5 as serious and grades 1–2 as other, according to Common Terminology of Clinical Adverse Events categorization. If data were available for both sources, we prioritized data from sources where the data were more complete. If a published study did not report diabetes-related adverse events, and the corresponding registry trial from ClinicalTrials.gov reported did, we included the registry report. For multiple reports of the same trial, only the most completely reported data were used. The quality of the included studies was independently assessed using the Cochrane Risk of Bias Tool. We considered all trials at unclear risk of incomplete outcome data and selective reporting bias as these studies were not designed primarily to assess adverse events.



Data Synthesis and Analysis

The estimated event rates in the intervention group are calculated as the total number of patients with a given adverse event divided by the total number at risk. Data were transformed using the Freeman-Tukey Double Arcsine transformation to calculate event rates. This statistical analyses were performed using R statistical software (package meta, R Foundation). For risk outcome, we pooled trials and calculated odds ratios (ORs) and their associated 95% confidence intervals (CIs) in the intervention group compared with the control group based on the number of patients with a given adverse event and sample size. Given the low rates of adverse events, we used Peto’s method to pool effect estimates across studies. The I² statistic and P value were used to examine heterogeneity across trials for each outcome. An I² statistic of 0–25%, 26–75%, and 76–100% was regarded as indicating low, moderate, and high heterogeneity, respectively. A P value of less than or equal to 0.05 was defined as significant heterogeneity. If a study included more than one intervention group (e.g. different doses or different types of ICI), we separately compared each intervention group with the control group, where the number of patients or events in the control group would be doubled. Sensitivity analyses were performed excluding an everolimus-controlled study, which was known to cause diabetes-related adverse events, to understand the reasons for the high likelihood of differences. We conducted subgroup analyses to examine studies according to the type of control group (chemotherapy vs. immunosuppressive drug vs. targeted therapy vs. placebo), the mode of intervention treatment (monotherapy vs. add-on therapy), and the type of ICI (PD-1 vs. PD-L1 vs. CTLA4 vs. combination of ICIs). Evidence of publication bias was assessed using Egger’s and Begg’s test in addition to funnel plots, and significant publication bias defined as a P < 0.1. All statistical analyses were conducted with STATA, version 15.




Results


Study Search

Our search from the PubMed, EMBASE, and Cochrane Central Register databases yielded a total of 8,596 potentially relevant reports (Figure 1). After screening and eligibility assessment, we retrieved 67 reports for full text screening. We also identified 117 reports with results from ClinicalTrial.gov. After our formal search, three additional large clinical trials were published. We therefore also included these three studies. After further section, a total of 52 studies (7 from the trial registry and 45 from journals) were eligible. The included articles were published (online) between August 2010 and April 2019.




Figure 1 | Flow diagram of study selection.





Study Characteristics

All studies except one (Chih-Hsin Yang et al., 2019) were international multicenter studies. All studies were funded by the pharmaceutical industry, with sample sizes of the ICI intervention group ranging from 12 to 636 patients. Twenty-two were completed in patients with non-small-cell lung cancer, eight in melanoma, six in renal cell carcinoma, three in small-cell lung cancer, three in gastric and gastro esophageal junction cancer, two in head and neck squamous cell carcinoma, two in urothelial cancer, two in prostate cancer, two in breast cancer, one in colorectal cancer, and one in mesothelioma. Among these, patients in the intervention arm received nivolumab as monotherapy in ten studies, pembrolizumab in seven studies, atezolizumab in five studies, durvalumab in three studies, avelumab in one study, tremelimumab in three studies, combination therapy with anti-PD-1/PD-L1/CTLA-4 plus chemotherapy/radiotherapy in thirteen studies, combination therapy with anti-PD-1/PD-L1 plus anti-CTLA4 in three studies, combination therapy with anti-PD-1/PD-L1/CTLA-4 plus targeted therapy in seven studies, and combination therapy with ipilimumab plus vaccine in one study. All studies except one (Kang et al., 2017) had adverse event data on ClinicalTrials.gov. Key characteristics of these included trials are shown in Table 1.


Table 1 | Characteristics of controlled trials of ICI treatment in patients.











Quality of the Included Studies

Table S2 shows the risk of bias assessment of the included studies for meta-analysis. All studies were RCTs with adequate reported randomization, and all studies were funded by the pharmaceutical industry with a high risk of sponsorship bias. Of the 40 included studies for meta-analysis, 26 (65%) were open labels with a high risk of blinding participants and personnel. None of the included studies specifically stated blinded assessment or collection of diabetes-related adverse events. We classified all trials at unclear risk of incomplete outcome data and selective reporting bias.



Incidence of Diabetes-Related Adverse Events

Of the 52 clinical controlled trials assessing the effects of ICIs, 40 trials described ICI-associated diabetes events during the course of study. Hyperglycemia events were described in 32 studies; 303 cases of all-grade hyperglycemia and 55 serious-grade hyperglycemia events occurred in 10,393 patients. Pooling the data showed that the rates of all-grade and serious-grade hyperglycemia events were 2.26% (95% CI, 1.28 to 3.48) and 0.28% (95% CI, 0.16 to 0.42), respectively. The rates of hyperglycemia events differed by the type of ICI and tumor. In particular, patients treated with ICI combination therapy were more likely to report hyperglycemia: 3.37% for all-grade hyperglycemia events, 0.47% for serious-grade hyperglycemia. Patients with RCC showed a trend toward higher rates of both all-grade and serious-grade hyperglycemia, with rates of 6.82% and 0.66%, respectively. High dose of ICIs was not associated with high rates of hyperglycemia events (Table 2).

Due to the smaller number of other ICI-associated diabetes events, no statistical inferences of the rates were made. Overall, 13 cases of DM occurred in 5,655 patients (raw event rate 0.23%), five cases of T2D occurred in 3,117 patients (raw event rate 0.16%), and 17 cases of all-grade T1D occurred in 3,899 patients (raw event rate 0.44%), and 15 cases of serious-grade T1D events occurred in 3,603 patients (raw event rate 0.42%).


Table 2 | Incidence of hyperglycemia events in patients treated with immune checkpoint inhibitors. Values are percentages (95% confidence intervals).





Risk of Diabetes-Related Adverse Events

To assess the relative rate of ICI-associated diabetes compared with those in control arms, we calculated the OR of developing diabetes in the RCTs. Pooling the data of these studies showed that patients treated with ICIs were at higher risk for serious-grade hyperglycemia (OR 2.41, 95% CI 1.52 to 3.82, Figure 2), DM (OR 3.54, 95% CI 1.32 to 9.51, Figure 3), all-grade T1D (OR 6.60, 95% CI 2.51 to 17.30, Figure S1), and serious-grade T1D (OR 6.50, 95% CI 2.32 to 18.17, Figure 4) than those treated with other regimens. ICIs showed a trend toward an increased risk of all-grade hyperglycemia (OR 1.38, 95% CI 1.15 to 1.66, Figure S2), but no increased risk of T2D (OR 0.92, 95% CI 0.24 to 3.52, Figure S3). Excluding the study in which the control group was everolimus, a drug known to cause diabetes, the risk of ICI-associated diabetes events were also higher than the control: OR 4.42 for DM, OR 1.75 for all-grade hyperglycemia, OR 2.81 for serious-grade hyperglycemia (Figures S4–S6).




Figure 2 | Risk of serious-grade hyperglycemia following the use of ICIs versus control treatment, stratified by the type of control group.






Figure 3 | Risk of diabetes mellitus following the use of ICIs versus control treatment, stratified by the type of control group.






Figure 4 | Risk of serious-grade type 1 diabetes following the use of ICIs versus control treatment, stratified by the type of control group.



Subgroup analysis for these outcomes was stratification by the type of control, the mode of treatment, and type of ICI. Regarding the type of control, there were apparent differences across subgroups for the risk of ICI-associated diabetes events. Within the placebo-controlled group, ICIs were associated with a higher risk in hyperglycemia (OR 5.81). Subgroup analysis based on the mode of treatment (monotherapy vs. add-on therapy) suggests that add-on therapy decreased the risk of ICI-associated diabetes, with OR 1.77 for DM, 1.31 for serious-grade hyperglycemia, 0.58 for T2D, and 5.83 for T1D (Figures S7–S11). The subgroup analysis by the type of ICI suggests the risk of these events was increased in the subset of trials in which anti-PD-1 or anti-PD-L1 was combined with anti-CTLA-4, with OR 7.35 for DM, 2.51 for all-grade hyperglycemia, 4.18 for serious-grade hyperglycemia (Figures S12–S17).

The funnel plot and statistical test showed no evidence of publication bias for DM (Egger’s test P = 0.994), all-grade hyperglycemia (Egger’s test P = 0.128), serious-grade hyperglycemia (Egger’s test P = 0.325), T2D (Egger’s test P = 0.310), all-grade T1D (Egger’s test P = 0.300), and serious-grade T1D (Egger’s test P = 0.334) (Table S3, Figures S18–S23). We noted no heterogeneity in the effects of ICI on DM, serious-grade hyperglycemia, T2D, all-grade T1D, and serious-grade T1D (I² = 0.0%). However, we noted substantial heterogeneity for the outcome of all-grade hyperglycemia (I² = 88.2%), which was considerably reduced in the analyses of data excluding the everolimus-controlled study (I² = 8.0%).




Discussion

We completed a systematic analysis of new-onset diabetes following treatment with ICIs versus other therapeutic regimens to further our understanding of the safety of these agents. We used data from 40 RCTs that included 13,787 patients treated with ICIs, and also extracted data from the ClinicalTrials.gov results database to supplement the published studies. To our knowledge, this is the largest and most comprehensive meta-analysis on the incidence and risk of ICI-associated diabetes events following the use of ICI regimens published to date, although previous case series analyses showed that there is an increased reporting of rapidly progressive ICI-associated diabetes (Wright et al., 2018; Kotwal et al., 2019; Perdigoto et al., 2019). This meta-analysis shows that the risk of serious-grade hyperglycemia, DM, and T1D following ICIs is significantly higher compared with patients treated with other regimens, but provides no support that ICI treatment is associated with an increased risk of all-grade of hyperglycemia. Among patients on each different ICI regimens, patients on combination therapy were more likely to develop hyperglycemia.

Although the incidence was low, T1D has emerged as the highest risk associated with ICI therapy compared with other diabetes-related adverse events. The pathogenesis of T1D in the populations of patients receiving ICIs is not currently well understood. Several case reports have shown that the presence of autoantibodies before ICIs-based therapy might be at risk of developing diabetes, particularly in treated with anti-PD-1/anti-PD-L1 (Gauci et al., 2017; Usui et al., 2017; Way et al., 2017). Further support for autoimmune-based mechanism has been shown by Clotman et al. (2018), who overviewed the reported cases and demonstrated that approximately half of the tested cases of ICI-associated T1D had detectable diabetes-related autoantibodies. Other studies have shown that anti-PD-1 resulted in a rapid progression of autoimmune diabetes in patients with a high underlying genetic predisposition to T1D (Mellati et al., 2015), raising the concern for genetic factors as a possible mechanism in patients with diabetes-prone HLA genotypes. Similar to what has been described in humans, the study demonstrated that PD-1 or PD-L1 blockade rapidly precipitated diabetes in prediabetic nonobese diabetic (NOD) mice (Ansari et al., 2003). Taken together, these studies reveal a potential mechanism of ICI-associated T1D that involves in both diabetes-related immunologic and genetic factors.

The subgroup analysis showed that the risk of ICI-associated T1D was different among the different type of ICIs. One possible explanation for this would be the mechanistic link to each target. Unlike the PD-1 pathway, which modulates effector cells, CTLA-4 functions in early immune responses during T cell priming and activation (Topalian et al., 2016). As such, the distinct function of the PD-1 and CTLA4 potentially contributed to different rates of T1D following the use of ICIs. In NOD mice, CTLA-4 blockade negatively physiologically regulated diabetes in only the early stages of life compared with the PD-1 pathway (Ansari et al., 2003). Additionally, there was strong PD-L1 expression in the inflamed islets of NOD mice, which suggested that the PD-1-mediated regulation of autoreactive immune cells played an important role at the site of islet inflammation (Ansari et al., 2003). However, this finding should be interpreted cautiously; more data are needed for definitive conclusions given the low absolute number of T1D in patients receiving ICIs.

ICIs plus conventional treatments have been tested in multiple solid tumors, which achieved synergetic effects and overcame the resistance to immunotherapy (Yan et al., 2018). When we combined all non-ICI therapy into one control category, the ICI-based regimens substantially increased the risk of ICI-associated diabetes compared with control group. However, this magnitude was reduced when ICIs were used as an add-on therapy. The risk of DM was 200% lower in the add-on therapy than in the ICI monotherapy. There was also a substantial reduction (over 175%) in ICI-associated serious-grade hyperglycemia in the setting of conventional treatments. These results consistently suggested that compared with ICI therapy, ICIs plus traditional therapy could result in a decreased risk of diabetes-related adverse events.

We found little heterogeneity across studies for all results except hyperglycemia, which strengthens the primary conclusion that ICIs increased risks of diabetes events. A sensitivity analysis identified that everolimus-based control group is responsible for this heterogeneity. Everolimus is an mTOR inhibitor, which is known to influence insulin signaling pathway in peripheral tissues and insulin secretion in pancreatic β cells (Tuo and Xiang, 2018). It has described that mTOR inhibitors resulted in a 5-fold increase in the risk for severe hyperglycemia in patients with cancer (Verges, 2018). Thus, when everolimus was presented separately, the heterogeneity was reduced.

There are several limitations in the present study. We conducted this analysis in study-level, rather than individual patient data. It is not possible to assess potential risk factors that are associated with higher risk of new-onset diabetes, due to the lack of detailed clinical data such as sex, diabetes-prone HLA genotypes, presence of autoantibodies, and islet function in patients receiving ICIs therapy. Secondly, subgroup effects could not be evaluated when there were less than two trials in each subgroup, which could not allow assessing whether the rates of ICI-associated diabetes are varied based on the type of tumor and the dose of ICIs. Our results showed that high dose of ICIs did not contribute to high rates of hyperglycemia events, while the type of tumor showed association of treatment effects. However, regarding other diabetes symptoms, we pooled data across studies together, which might result in the missed difference in dose-dependent and tumor-dependent effect on the risk for these adverse events. Thirdly, whether the increased risk of hyperglycemic events were caused, at least partly, by the use of corticosteroids for the management of irAEs is unclear. Moreover, the results of the present analysis are unable to address potential associations between the incidence of new-onset diabetes and other irAEs in the individual-level. Lastly, only very recent publications have noted T1D after ICI therapy; our study therefore may have underestimated the prevalence of ICI-associated diabetes with only a focus on clinical trials. As emerging case reports that described new-onset diabetes were seen in clinical practice (Hughes et al., 2015; Martin-Liberal et al., 2015; Wright et al., 2018), these adverse events may become more accurately diagnosed and recorded in future trials.

In summary, the use of ICIs compared with placebo or other treatment strategies was associated with an increased risk of new-onset diabetes, especially autoimmune diabetes, although the overall event rates remained low. In contrast, compared with the control group, the risk of T2D was not increased. As the widespread awareness of these events increases, additional large, well-designed randomized trials are needed to definitively determine the risks of new-onset diabetes following the use of ICIs.
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