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This study examined the impact of family function and family-related factors, such as being an only child, grandparenting, income, and family relationship on the self-esteem in college students who are in the transitional period from late adolescence to emerging adulthood. The participants were 2001 Chinese college freshmen with the age from 16 to 20 years. Data were collected by using the family assessment device (FAD), the Rosenberg Self-esteem Scale, and self-report of family information. Comparison analysis indicated that the students from one child families, harmonious families, from families with higher income, or raised by their parents without the experience of grandparenting are more likely to show high self-esteem than their counterparts. Moreover, a multiple regression showed that dimensions of FAD such as role, communication, behavioral control, and problem solving predicted level of self-esteem of the college students, ranging from 13.2 to 17.9% variance. The results of this study showed that the self-esteem of the college freshmen is highly correlated with their family’s performance. Therefore, the program focusing on improving family functioning is needed, in order to enhance the self-esteem of the young people and hence contribute to promoting the mental health of them.
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INTRODUCTION

The college years are a developmentally crucial period. The college students are making the transition from late adolescence to emerging adulthood (1). During this period, the young people are faced with many challenges and have a wide range of needs. On one side, the youth will inevitably undergo lots of changes in their transition from high school students to college students. They need to cope with changes independently and manage their college life to adapt to the new environment (2). On another side, they are confronted with the accomplishment of psychosocial developmental tasks in adolescence and coping with new psychosocial developmental challenges in early adulthood (3). Therefore, college students are prone to inner conflicts and troubles. Mental health is one of the most important aspects for college students to be competent for college life (4). The previous studies show that adaptation problems among college freshmen were common (5, 6); There were one third of college freshmen showing mental health problems, which could be associated with long-term adverse outcomes in later adulthood (4, 7).

Self-esteem describes the positive appraisal and experience concerning self-value, which an individual obtains in the socialization process (8). Self-esteem is an important trait of the self system, and it has a positive influence on the individual’s mental health and personality development (8). According to Maslow (9), people with a sense of high self-esteem are more confident, competent, and therefore more successful, while those with sense of low self-esteem tend to feel inferior, frustrated, hopeless, and even get mental illness. The findings of many studies also show that people with high self-esteem have high level of mental health and self consistency (10, 11). It has been found that low level of self-esteem is highly correlated with depression (12, 13). Liu et al. (14) reported that self-esteem regulated the interaction between human and environment and played a role of “buffering anxiety.” In addition, self-esteem may contribute to the positive coping and the realization of goals, whereas low self-esteem may cause avoidance (15, 16). Self-esteem is one of the most important protective factors for the mental health of college students (17, 18).

The development of self-esteem is related to the living environment and cultural background of individuals. Family is the most direct and important environment for individual growth and socialization; the significant developmental tasks of individuals are resolved within the family (19). College students are in the transitional stage from late adolescence to emerging adulthood; although they depart from their families, they still have an emotional tie to their family, and the influence of the family on the individuals has not weakened. The parents–children relationship models constantly play a role on the psychosocial development and adaptation of the college students (20). And moreover, while the youth leave home, the family members should adjust their models of relationship. On one side, the college students need autonomy and independence to separate with their parents; on the other side, they still need the close emotional bonding with their parents to feel safety when they explore their inner and external world (21). Several studies have shown that there was a significant correlation between the development of adolescents’ self-esteem and parental bonding style, and the researchers have found that insufficient care and excessive control by parents lead to depressive symptoms and low self-esteem (22–24). Other findings suggest that high self-esteem and self achievement of the adolescents positively associated with high levels of intimacy and emotional expression in the family (25); the closeness of family members and the expectations of parents will influence the college freshmen’s self-esteem and self-concept (26). There is also evidence that poor family functioning is likely to negatively influence adolescents’ physical and emotional development, potentially leading to feelings of being neglected, insecurity, and uncertainty, which in turn, impair offspring’s self-esteem. In view of reported associations between family functioning and self-esteem (27–30) and increasing evidence for poor self-esteem as a predictor to mental disorders in youth (12, 13), family functioning features can be considered as an important factor in promoting lower self-esteem in youth. Moreover, both family functioning and self-esteem could be promising targets to protect offspring’s mental health.

Although the literature has shown that family environment, family functioning, and parental patterns could influence the self-esteem of the offspring, there is still a large unknown field on this research topic. First, results are often based on small or clinical samples and focused on children and adolescents, restricting the use of more complete statistical examinations and generalization to the general population, especially to the college students who are in the transitional stage into emerging adulthood. Second, Chinese society has some unique familial features which may have an impact on the self-esteem of college students. One remarkable feature is the so-called “grandparenting.” This makes a significant Chinese characteristic for Chinese families as the grandparents often take care of the grandchildren from birth to kindergarten or even up to primary school. As a result, children might establish a closer bonding to their grandparents than to their parents during early childhood. In the following, we will show what potential impacts grandparenting has on the self-esteem of individuals. In this study, we considered grandparenting as the experience of leaving from the parents and being raised by grandparents for at least 1 year in the childhood. Considering the fact that in China quite a lot of college students are only child, the following study additionally will discuss the different levels of only child college students’ self-esteem in comparison with students who have siblings. Therefore, exploring these findings with an Asian cultural perspective can support the external validity with meaningful evidence.

In summary, the aim of the current study is to investigate the relationship between different aspects of family functioning and self-esteem in Chinese college freshmen. We also go beyond previous studies in examining impacts of the unique factors of Chinese families (like only child, grandparenting,…) on the self-esteem of college freshmen. It is hoped that the findings of this study could be a short step toward promoting the mental health of college students.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Participants

A sample of 2,001 freshman students (1,082 males, 919 females) was recruited during the academic year 2014–2015 at a university in Shanghai, which is a large city in the eastern part of China. The age range was between 16 and 20 years (mean age = 18.51 years, SD = 0.81 years). Behavioral protocol was approved by the Institutional Review Board of Tongji University. Written informed consent was obtained from all the participants prior to the study.

Measures

Family Assessment Device (FAD)

The FAD, constructed according to the McMaster model of Family Functioning (MMFF), is used to assess the structural, transactional, and organizational characteristics of a family. It includes six subscales, assessing six dimensions of MMFF; they are problem solving, communication, roles, affective responsiveness, affective involvement, and behavior control. Problem solving refers to the capability of the family to resolve problems in order to keep the functional effectiveness of the family; communication is defined as the way of exchanging information among family members; roles reflects whether the family assigns clear and equitable tasks to family member to guarantee implementation of family functions such as providing resources and support; affective responsiveness assesses to which extent the family members are able to emotionally react to stimulation; affective involvement reflects to which extent the family members show interest and concern to each other; and behavior control assesses the behavioral models that the family establishes in different situations. The FAD scores each of these subscales and also a general family functioning scale. The scale consists of 60 statements about a family and requires respondents to evaluate how well each statement expresses their own family status. Each item was scored at the 4-point Likert scale, with the option to answer “1 = very like my family” to “4 = totally unlike my family.” Sample items for example included, “If someone is in trouble, the others become too involved,” “Making decisions is a problem in our family.” In these analyses, higher scores on the FAD scales reflect dysfunctional family functioning. Shek (31, 32) has tested the validity and reliability of the scale in Chinese population. The coefficient alpha ranged from 0.53 to 0.94.

Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale (RSES)

Self-esteem was evaluated using the RSES (33). It is a self-rating scale consisting of 10 items, using 4-point Likert scale to rate, with option from “1 = strongly disagree” to “4 = strongly agree.” Sample items are such as “I can do things as well as most people” and “I take a positive attitude toward myself.” The total score ranges from 10 points (low level of self-esteem) to 40 points (high level of self-esteem). The scale was shown to have good reliability and validity (34, 35). In the current study, the Cronbach alpha coefficient of RSES was 0.84.

Self-Report of Family Information

Family information was collected, and the information included: (1) “whether only child” with the binary answer “0” for “No” and “1” for “Yes”; (2) “family relationship” assessed with multiple categorical answer “1 = harmonious,” “2 = not bad,” “3 = conflicting,” “4 = parents divorced.” The construction of the classifications was based on the results of qualitative interview of students; (3) “whether raised by grandparents” with the binary answer “0” for “No” and “1” for “Yes”; and (4) “family economic status” assessed by monthly family income with the classification from “1” for “<2,000 RMB” (ca. 325 US$) to “4” for “>10,000 RMB” (ca. 1,627 US$). The responders were asked to choose one answer from the multiple choices. All the questionnaires employed in this study were in Chinese language.

Procedure

The participants were instructed to finish up a questionnaire survey including measures of family functions, self-esteem and family information in a quiet classroom after signing informing consent. It took approximately 15 min for them to complete all the instruments.

Data Analysis

All statistical procedures were conducted using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS 17.0). One-way ANOVA and independent sample t-test were employed to compare the level of self-esteem among the different groups divided according to the self-reported data referring to family information; Pearson correlation and multivariate stepwise regression were conducted to explore how levels of self-esteem and family functions as well as other family factors related.

RESULTS

Comparison of the Level of Self-Esteem among Groups with Different Family Variables

Between the male and female students there was no statistical difference on the level of self-esteem (P > 0.05). The students who were only child scored higher on self-esteem than students with siblings (P < 0.001). Students reporting different quality of family relationship were rated on a different level of self-esteem (P < 0.001), bivariate comparisons showed that the students from harmonious families were rated higher on self-esteem than the students from the conflicting families (mean difference = 2.465, P < 0.05) and from the families, in which the family relationship was “not bad” (mean difference = 1.077, P < 0.05); the students with experience of grandparenting scored lower on self-esteem than students raised by parents (P = 0.001). Students from families with higher income scored higher on self-esteem than students from families with lower income (P < 0.001), bivariate comparisons showed that the students reporting a monthly family income of more than 10,000 RMB (ca. 1,627 US$) were rated higher on self-esteem than the students reporting a monthly family income less than 2,000 RMB (ca. 325US$) (mean difference = 1.602, P < 0.05), 2000–4999 RMB (325-813US$) (mean difference = 0.740, P < 0.05) and 5,000–9,999 RMB (813–1,627 US$) (mean difference = 0.681, P < 0.05). Table 1 presents frequency, mean, SD, and statistic value of comparison.

TABLE 1 | Comparison of the level of self-esteem among groups with different family variables.
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Correlation between Family Variables and Self-Esteem

The bivariate correlation analysis showed that the level of self-esteem negatively correlated with the score of all the seven subscales of the FAD (P < 0.001). The other family variables such as whether only child, family relationship, grandparenting, and family income also lightly correlated with self-esteem (P < 0.001). The correlation matrix between level of self-esteem and family variables are presented in Table 2.

TABLE 2 | Correlation analysis between family variables and self-esteem.
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Multivariate Regression Analysis

To explore the family impact factors on level of self-esteem, the multivariate stepwise regression analysis was run for those independent family variables that showed a significant relationship with the level of self-esteem as measured by bivariate correlation. Only data of participants who had provided the complete data were entered into multivariate regression analysis. Four variables were selected into equation on α = 0.05 level. There were role (RL), communication (CM), behavioral control (BC), and problem solving (PS). Regression coefficients were ranging from β = 0.059 to β = 0.187. Family functioning predicted level of self-esteem, ranging from predictions of roles with 13.2% variance (R2 = 0.132; F = 280.004; P < 0.001) to predictions of problem solving with 17.9% variance (R2 = 0.179; F = 99.861; P < 0.001). The coefficients of regression are presented in Table 3.

TABLE 3 | Results of multiple regression analysis between family functioning and self-esteem.
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DISCUSSION

The present study was designed to investigate the crucial role of family factors and family functioning in the level of self-esteem in a sample of Chinese college freshman. First, through comparison of the level of self-esteem between different groups according to the family factors, it is found that the only child was rated significantly higher on self-esteem than the students with siblings. The possible reasons can be that the only child gain more attention from their parents, the parents usually have higher expectations on the only child, hence they can get more support and resources from their parents, which could contribute to the higher level of self-esteem (36, 37). The results of comparison analysis also suggested that students raised by their grandparents showed lower levels of self-esteem than students who were raised by their parents. Grandparenting is a common phenomenon in China, and it is related to the Chinese social and cultural background. On the one hand, both of the parents are too busy working to take care of their children; or the parents work in another city far away from their hometown, so the children are sent to the grandparents to be raised until they go to kindergarten or primary school. On another hand, Chinese culture is a collectivistic culture, deeply influenced by Confucianism, while western culture is individualistic. Collectivism stresses common interests, coherence, cooperation, and interdependence. This culture emphasizes the importance of extended families and collectives, where everyone needs to take responsibility for other members of their organization (38). Therefore, in China, many grandparents will take the initiative to take care of grandchildren after retirement. As a result, children become less attached to their parents in their early childhood, and instead become more attached to their grandparents (39, 40). If lack of parental care and companionship during the first years of life, it means that when children return to their parents, the parents and children are estranged from each other, which may affect the children’s self-evaluation and self-awareness (40–44). Researchers (40, 41, 44) found that for young people, the attachment to parents has a significant impact on self-competence and self-liking. College students make up a special group of young people: physically and psychologically they are in the transition stage from adolescence to adult, they have the psychological need to feel as an adult, but on the other hand they still depend on their parents. Wang (40) suggested that in the process toward independence, the college students who did not establish intimacy with their parents felt more sense of insecurity and loneliness. In addition, we also found that the quality of family relationship may influence the level of self-esteem. The students reporting harmonious family relationship showed significantly higher levels of self-esteem. This result is consistent with the findings of previous studies such as the study by Brown et al. (45). If the family relationship is unstable, the family environment is full of conflicts, it easily leads to insecurity and the children may exhibit lower self-esteem (46). Moreover, the result of this study suggested that the students with a higher level of family economic status scored higher on self-esteem. In some studies, it was referred to that the level of individual self-esteem is somehow related to their social-economic status [e.g., Ref. (47, 48)]. The higher the social-economic status and the more favorable the living conditions are, the more social resources one can get, thus a person might exhibit a higher self-esteem.

The correlation analysis showed that such family variables as only child, family relationship, grandparenting, and family income lightly correlated with level of self-esteem, while higher dysfunctional levels on all of the dimensions of the FAD were moderately related to poorer self-esteem, which was consistent with the previous studies by Krug et al. (28), Guo (49), and Guo (30). Additionally, the impact of four dimensions of the FAD (roles, communication, behavioral control, and problem solving) on self-esteem of college freshmen could be revealed in the multivariate regression analysis.

The roles dimension reflects the effect of assignment and completion of the household tasks. The household tasks include the allocation of resources (food, clothing, living, and transportation), raising and support, training of life skills, maintenance, and management of the family system (31). The findings of this study indicate that a good function of family roles has a positive impact on college students’ self-esteem. This result is consistent with the research by parts of the research by Guo (49) that examined the interactive relationship within the family function, self-esteem and interpersonal trust of junior high school students. Studies conducted by Zhou (50) and An et al. (51) also emphasize the positive relationship between clear, appropriate family roles, and high level of self-esteem. The findings of the present study confirmed the previous studies findings that while adolescents entering the adult world require independency and autonomy, they also need psychological support and approval from their parents. Thus, the family should according to the developmental stage of the offspring constantly adjust the roles and tasks of the family members to help the offspring establish high self-esteem. Another finding of this study was the relationship between communication dimension and self-esteem. The higher dysfunctional of communication is observed to promote poorer self-esteem. This was in line with the results of Zhou (50) and An et al. (51). Communication refers to the content and effectiveness of the information exchange between family members (31). Communication is an important part of family life. Family members express feelings and needs through verbal and non-verbal communication as well as transmission of information, and even build up self-awareness and self-evaluation through communication. Therefore, within a family’s communication, the clear verbal content, as well as the direct and frank way of expression, will play a positive role in promoting the level of self-esteem. In addition, the findings of this study showed that both of behavioral control dimension and problem solving dimension are predictors for the level of self-esteem. The results suggest that the functional behavioral pattern of a family in different situations for the management of individual behavior, as well as the ability of a family to respond to emergency situations and to solve problems, can have positive effects on the offspring’s self-esteem. These results are consistent with the results of relevant studies (49–52).

One of the features of this study, compared to other studies, is that the significant prediction for self-esteem of college freshmen was found among four dimensions of family functioning, namely, roles, communication, behavioral control, and problem solving. However, no other study was found in this regard. Therefore, specific dimensions of family functioning may be a valuable target for enhancing college students’ self-esteem and improvement of mental health.

There are some limitations in this study. The first limitation lies in the cross-sectional design which could not draw causality relations. Future researchers could use a longitudinal or experimental design in order to provide a better understanding about the relationship between these variables from a developmental perspective. The second limitation is that the data in this study were collected only using self-report measures, which could cause threat to the internal validity. The chosen method bears the potential risk of self-report biases, such as social desirability. For future research, we suggest to use multiple methods for evaluation (e.g., parent or peer reports) in order to minimize the influence of subjectivity. The third limitation is that the quantitative research methods could not fully reveal the impact of the unique family variables in Chinese culture, so the qualitative study design is needed in this regard in further research.

Notwithstanding these limitations, the present study provides insight into understanding the impacts of family factors on the self-esteem among Chinese college freshmen. Such specific dimensions of family functioning as family roles, communication, behavioral control, and problem solving are found to affect the self-esteem of the college freshmen. These findings suggest that the program focusing on improving family functioning at university is needed, in order to enhance the self-esteem of the college students and hence contribute to promoting the mental health and adaptation at university.

ETHICS STATEMENT

Our study had ethics approval from the School of Medicine Ethics Committee, Tongji University, Shanghai, China. Reference number: 2014YXY16 and we acquired written informed consent from participants of the study.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

JS contributed to study design, recruitment of participants, data analysis, and interpretation and writing of the manuscript. LW contributed to recruitment of participants and interpretation of results. YY contributed to recruitment of participants. FC contributed to study design and interpretation of results. NS contributed to recruitment of participants. XZ contributed to study design and interpretation of results. All authors have approved the final manuscript.

FUNDING

This work was supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (grant number 31600892), Shanghai Pujiang Program (grant number 14PJ1408500), and Fund of Shanghai Education and Development Center for students mental health as well as Fund of Mental Health Academic Development (grant number 4240165003).

REFERENCES

1. Arnett JJ. Emerging adulthood. A theory of development from the late teens through the twenties. Am Psychol (2000) 55:469–80. doi:10.1037//0003-066X.55.5.469

2. Chen F, Fan F. Relationships among college adjustment, resilience and mental health in freshmen. China J Health Psychol (2014) 22(12):1894–6. doi:10.13342/j.cnki.cjhp.2014.12.052

3. Erikson E. Identity: Youth and Crisis. New York: Norton (1968). p. 110–1.

4. Bruffaerts R, Mortier P, Kiekens G, Auerbach RP, Cuijpers P. Mental health problems in college freshmen: prevalence and academic functioning. J Affect Disord (2017) 225:97–103. doi:10.1016/j.jad.2017.07.044

5. Li S, Han D, Li X, Jiang F. The relationship between freshman school maladjustment and self-concept. China J Health Psychol (2016) 24(10):1574–6. doi:10.13342/j.cnki.cjhp.2016.10.038

6. Duan S, Qin H, Shen S. Research on freshmen’s adaptation and coping strategies. J Baoji Univ Arts Sci (2013) 33(2):125–8. doi:10.13467/j.cnki.jbuss.2013.02.046

7. Scott KM, Lim C, Al-Hamzawi A, Alonso J, Bruffaerts R, Caldas-de-Almeida JM. Association of mental disorders with subsequent chronic physical conditions: world mental health surveys from 17 countries. JAMA Psychiatr (2016) 73:150–8. doi:10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2015.2688

8. Leary MR, MacDonald G. Individual differences in self-esteem: a review and theoretical integration. In: Leary MR, Tangney JP, editors. Handbook of Self and Identity. New York: Guilford Press (2005). p. 401–18.

9. Maslow AH. Motivation and Personality. 3rd ed. New York, NY: Harper & Row (1987).

10. Gao S, Zhang X, Xu X. A meta-analysis of the relationship between self-esteem and mental health: the sample of Chinese college students. Adv Psychol Sci (2015) 23(9):1499–507. doi:10.3724/SP.J.1042.2015.01499

11. Shim SS, Wang C, Cassady JC. Emotional well-being: the role of social achievement goals and self-esteem. Pers Individ Dif (2013) 55(7):840–5. doi:10.1016/j.paid.2013.07.004

12. Sowislo JF, Orth U. Does low self-esteem predict depression and anxiety? A meta-analysis of longitudinal studies. Psychol Bull (2013) 139(1):213–40. doi:10.1037/a0028931

13. Deng H, Chen H, Zhong P, Liang Z, Zhang G. Cross-lagged regression analysis of relationship between self-esteem and depression in early adolescents: test of vulnerability model and scar model. Psychol Dev Educ (2013) 29(4):407–14. doi:10.16187/j.cnki.issn1001-4918.2013.04.006

14. Liu Y, Xu Y, Yu S. Research on terror management: new development, criticism and controversy. Adv Psychol Sci (2010) 18(1):97–105.

15. Li Z, Wu M. The relationship between college students’ self-esteem and social anxiety: the mediating effect of intolerance of uncertainty. Chin J Spec Educ (2013) 5:75–6. doi:10.3969/j.issn.1007-3728.2013.05.014

16. Hendy HM, Eggen Gustitus DC, McLeog K, Ng P. Decision to leave scale: perceived reasons to stay in or leave violent relationships. Psychol Women Q (2003) 27:162–73. doi:10.1111/1471-6402.00096

17. Hicdurmaz D, Inci F, Karahan S. Predictors of mental health symptoms, automatic thoughts, and self-esteem among university students. Psychol Rep (2017) 120(4):650–69. doi:10.1177/0033294117707945

18. Cai H, Feng Y, Yue X. Pan-cultural need for self-esteem: evidence from china. Adv Psychol Sci (2011) 19(1):1–8. doi:10.3724/SP.J.1042.2011.00001

19. Novilla ML, Barnes MD, De La Cruz NG, Williams PN, Rogers J. Public health perspective on the family: an ecological approach to promoting health in the family and community. Fam Community Health (2006) 29:28–42. doi:10.1097/00003727-200601000-00005

20. Xie A, Yang Y. Relationship between adult attachment and school adjustment of college freshmen. Chin J Clin Psychol (2015) 23(2):339–42. doi:10.16128/j.cnki.1005-3611.2015.02.034

21. Li B, An Q, Jia X. Influence of family marriage state on family function, self-esteem and the behavior problem of middle school students. Chin J Clin Psychol (2009) 17(3):295–9. doi:10.16128/j.cnki.1005-3611.2009.03.039

22. Bahreini M, Akaberian SH, Ghodsbin F, Yazdankhah Fard MR, Mohammadi Baghmollaei M. The effects of parental bonding on depression and self esteem in adolescence. J Jahrom Univ Med Sci (2012) 10(1):1–10.

23. Wang W, Xu H, Zhu Y, Mu L. Relationship of social anxiety and parental rearing style and self-esteem among medical freshman students. Chin J Behav Med Brain Sci (2010) 19(1):72–4. doi:10.3760/cma.j.issn.1674-6554.2010.01.027

24. Che YC. Research on the College Students’ Self-Esteem Status and the Effect of Parenting Style on It. Master Thesis, Dongbei Normal University, Changchun (2013).

25. Li C, Ma C, Zou H. Relationship between parent-offspring perceptual differences of family functioning and adolescents’ self-esteem. Chin J Clin Psychol (2006) 14(6):617–9. doi:10.3969/j.issn.10053611.2006.06.024

26. Wu G, Ye F. Research on family environment, self-esteem and self-concept of college students. J Campus Life Ment Health (2009) 7(6):363–4. doi:10.3969/j.issn.1673-1662.2009.06.001

27. Rezaei-Dehaghani A, Paki S, Keshvari M. The relationship between family functioning and self-esteem in female high school students of Isfahan, Iran, in 2013–2014. Iran J Nurs Midwifery Res (2015) 20(3):371–7.

28. Krug S, Wittchen HU, Lieb R, Beesdo-Baum K, Knappe S. Family functioning mediates the association between parental depression and low self-esteem in adolescents. J Affect Disord (2016) 203:184–9. doi:10.1016/j.jad.2016.06.008

29. Li Y, Warner LA. Parent–adolescent conflict, family cohesion, and self-esteem among hispanic adolescents in immigrant families: a comparative analysis. Fam Relat (2015) 64(5):579–91. doi:10.1111/fare.12158

30. Guo X. Relationship between family function, self-esteem and subjective well-being among college students. China J Health Psychol (2015) 23(4):551–5. doi:10.13342/j.cnki.cjhp.2015.04.021

31. Shek DT. The general functioning scale of the family assessment device: does it work with Chinese adolescents? J Clin Psychol (2001) 57:1503–16. doi:10.1002/jclp.1113

32. Shek DT. Assessment of family functioning in Chinese adolescents: the Chinese version of the Family Assessment Device. Res Soc Work Pract (2002) 12:502–24. doi:10.1177/1049731502012004003

33. Rosenberg M. Society and the Adolescent Self-Image. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press (1965).

34. Kong F, You X. Loneliness and self-esteem as mediators between social support and life satisfaction in late adolescence. Soc Indic Res (2013) 110(1):271–9. doi:10.1007/s11205-011-9930-6

35. Zhao J, Kong F, Wang Y. Self-esteem and humor style as mediators of the effects of shyness on loneliness among Chinese college students. Pers Individ Dif (2012) 52:686–90. doi:10.1016/j.paid.2011.12.024

36. Zhang H. Research on relations among self-esteem, self-harmony and interpersonal-harmony of college students. Wei Sheng Yan Jiu (2014) 43(2):240–4.

37. Zhao XD, Ma XQ, Yao YH, Wan CH, Ng E. China’s little emperors show signs of success. Science (2013) 339(6122):905–6. doi:10.1126/science.339.6122.905-b

38. Hofestede G. Culture’s Consequences, Comparing Values, Behaviors, Institutions, and Organizations Across Nations. Thousand oaks, CA: SAGE Publications (2001).

39. Ye X. Research on Characteristics and Relations of Theory of Mind, Attachment to Grandparents and Peer Acceptance among Children with Grandparenting. Master Thesis, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua (2011).

40. Wang W. The Life World of the College Students with the Experience of Grandparenting. Master Thesis, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing (2012).

41. Song H. Chinese Adolescent Attachment to Parents and Friends in Relation to Two Dimensions of Self-Esteem: A Developmental Perspective [Dissertation]. Shanghai: East China Normal University (2004).

42. Li Y. Analysis of parent-children relationship under grandparenting. Theory Res (2010) 9:53–4. doi:10.3969/j.issn.10022589.2010.09.022

43. Zhao W. Influence of Grandparenting Pattern on the Socialization of the Left-Behind Children in Rural Area. Master Thesis, Hunan Normal University, Changsha (2011).

44. Wang Y. Grandparenting from the perspective of neuroscience and its enlightenment on education. J Chin Educ (2014) 2:44–7.

45. Brown GL, Mangelsdorf SC, Neff C, Schoppe-Sullivan S, Frosch CA. Young children’s self-concepts: associations with child temperament, mothers’ and fathers’ parenting, and triadic family interaction. Merrill Palmer Q (2009) 55:184–216. doi:10.1353/mpq.0.0019

46. Yi X, Ling Y. The impact of family relationship on the self-esteem and depression of high school students. Measure Eval Educ (2013) 5:35–8.

47. Veselska Z, Geckova AM, Gajdosova B, Orosova O, van Dijk JP, Reijneveld SA. Socio-economic differences in self-esteem of adolescents influenced by personality, mental health and social support. Eur J Public Health (2010) 20(6):647–52. doi:10.1093/eurpub/ckp210

48. Bannink R, Pearce A, Hope S. Family income and young adolescents’ perceived social position: associations with self-esteem and life satisfaction in the UK Millennium Cohort Study. Arch Dis Child (2017) 101:917–21. doi:10.1136/archdischild-2015-309651

49. Guo Y. A Correlation Study about Family Function, Self-Esteem and Interpersonal Trust of Adolescents. Master Thesis, Dongbei Normal University, Changchun (2012).

50. Zhou J. A Correlation Study About Self-Differentiation, Family Functioning and Self-Esteem of High School Students. Master Thesis, Hubei University, Wuhan (2014).

51. An Q, Jia X, Li B. Mediation effect of family function on relationship between child trauma and self-esteem in middle school students. Chin J School Health (2010) 31(9):1070–2.

52. Yen CF, Yang PC, Wu YY, Cheng CP. The relation between family adversity and social anxiety among adolescents in Taiwan effects of family function and self-esteem. J Nerv Ment Dis (2013) 201(11):964–70. doi:10.1097/NMD.0000000000000032

Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

Copyright © 2017 Shi, Wang, Yao, Su, Zhao and Chen. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author(s) or licensor are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

OPS/images/fpsyt-08-00279-t003.jpg
Variable R F p t
RL 0132 280004 .178 -6.357"
oM 0164 180.086" .187

BC 0477 131473 .16 -4.903"
PS 04179 99861 .059 -2.048"
AR -0032 -1.087
Al -0051 -1.759
GF -0.043 -1.155
wsC 0011 0521
R 0017 0770
aP ~0.040 ~1.900
MFI 0042 1.913

PS, problem solving; CM, communication; AL, role; AR, affective responsiveness; Al,
affective involvement; BC, behavioral control; GF; general family functioning; WSC,
whether single chid; FR, family relationship; G grandparenting; MF1, monthy famiy

income.
P <0.05.
‘P < 0.01.






OPS/images/cover.jpg
frontiers
in Psychiatry

Family Impacts on Self-Esteem
in Chinese College Freshmen





OPS/images/fpsyt-08-00279-t001.jpg
Variables n Self-esteem  t/F P
Gender Female 916  30.30+4.132 0214 0830
Male 1073 30.34 + 4.097
Only child Yes 1539 30.50+0.105 3656 0.000
No 434 29.68+0.192
Family Harmonious 1659 80.50+4.077 8213 0.000
relationship  Not bad 200 29.42 %4322
Confiicting 31 28.08+4.086
Parents divorced 73 296243755
Raised by~ No 1394 3052+4031 -3226 0.001
grandparents  Yes 582 29.86+4.267
Monthly family <2,000 RMB 168 29.27+4459 7528 0.000
income 2,000-4999RMB 500  30.13+3.932
5000-9999RMB 680  30.19.+4.014
10,000 RMB 537  30.87 + 4.170





OPS/images/fpsyt-08-00279-t002.jpg
PS cm RL AR Al BC GF GENDER WSC FR GP MFI
SE -0280" -0.361" -0362" -0.306" -0.319" -0265" -0.360"  -0.005 0072*  -0089" -0072"  0.101"
PS 0563*  0.445" 0454  0355*  0.326" 0616  -0.053'  -0.083" 0.189"  0072" -0.043
oM 0592 0662 0585 0285 0757  -0.100"  -0.060" 0228  0.064" -0.071"
AL 0546™  0616™ 0420 0652  -0.117"  -0.1563" 0190  0.080" -0.212"
AR 0531" 0324 0674  -0203" -0.112" 0202 0044 0417
Al 0365  0679"  -0.122"  -0.078" 0.478™  0.074"  -0.092"
BC 0.386*  -0.061" 0077 0118 0020  -0.109"
GF -0.134"  -0.065" 0303  0.083" -0.091"
GENDER 0059  -0018  -0016 0.209"
WSC -0.040 -0075"  0.275"
FR 0077 -0.072"
GP -0.002

SE, self-esteem; PS, problem solving; CM, communication; RL, role; AR, affective responsiveness; A\, affective involvement; BC,
WSC, whether single chi; FF, family relationshio; GF, grandparenting; MFI, monthly family income.

*P<0.05.
P < 0.01.

behavioral control; GF; general family functioning;





OPS/images/logo.jpg
Ghesk for

i@





