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In the field of emotion research, the influence of emotion regulation strategies on memory with emotional materials has been widely discussed in recent years. However, existing studies have focused exclusively on regulating negative emotion but not positive emotion. Therefore, in the present study, we investigated the influence of emotion regulation strategies for positive emotion on memory. One hundred and twenty college students were selected as participants. Emotional pictures (positive, negative and neutral) were selected from Chinese Affective Picture System (CAPS) as experimental materials. We employed a mixed, 4 (emotion regulation strategies: cognitive up-regulation, cognitive down-regulation, expressive suppression, passive viewing) × 3 (emotional pictures: positive, neutral, negative) experimental design. We investigated the influences of different emotion regulation strategies on memory performance, using free recall and recognition tasks with pictures varying in emotional content. The results showed that recognition and free recall memory performance of the cognitive reappraisal groups (up-regulation and down-regulation) were both better than that of the passive viewing group for all emotional pictures. No significant differences were reported in the two kinds of memory scores between the expressive suppression and passive viewing groups. The results also showed that the memory performance with the emotional pictures differed according to the form of memory test. For the recognition test, participants performed better with positive images than with neutral images. Free recall scores with negative images were higher than those with neutral images. These results suggest that both cognitive reappraisal regulation strategies (up-regulation and down-regulation) promoted explicit memories of the emotional content of stimuli, and the form of memory test influenced performance with emotional pictures.
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INTRODUCTION

In daily life, the various emotion-triggering events (ETE) (Sheppes and Meiran, 2007) we encounter evoke different emotional experiences. Emotions play a crucial role in survival because they remind us to seek advantages and avoid disadvantages. However, highly intense emotions are not always adaptive. Successful management of our emotions is associated with positive outcomes, including an enhanced sense of self-efficacy and improved psychological well-being (Eisenberg et al., 2000). Emotion regulation refers to the processes by which we influence which emotions we experience, when we experience them, and how we experience and express them (Gross, 1998b). Different emotion regulation strategies can produce different effects on personal experiences, cognition, social behaviors, and well-being (Gross, 2002; Phillips et al., 2006; Rubin et al., 2009). The effects of various emotion regulation strategies on cognition and memory have received considerable attention from researchers (Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010; Knight and Ponzio, 2013).

Researchers have proposed five kinds of emotion regulation strategies: situation selection, situation modification, attention deployment, cognitive reappraisal, and expressive suppression (Gross, 1998a,b, 2002). Studies have shown that cognitive reappraisal and expressive suppression were the most commonly used and most effective of these (Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010; Knight and Ponzio, 2013). Cognitive reappraisal is an antecedent-focused emotion regulation strategy, occurring in the early stages of the experience of the emotion. This strategy changes emotional experiences successfully by modulating cognitive processes, involving the re-interpretation of emotional events (Gross, 1998a). In previous studies investigating the impact of cognitive reappraisal on memory, most researchers found that cognitive reappraisal enhanced memories of emotional stimuli compared with passive viewing (Richards et al., 2003; Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010; Kim and Hamann, 2012), but some studies also found that cognitive reappraisal did not enhance the memory of an emotional stimulus relative to passive viewing condition (Richards and Gross, 1999, 2000; Erk et al., 2010).

Expressive suppression is a response-focused emotion regulation strategy that occurs in the late stage of the emotion, by suppressing emotional activities (such as facial expression) which will occur or are occurring to regulate emotion experience. Most of the previous studies have shown that expressive suppression could impair the memory of emotional events relative to a passive viewing condition (Richards and Gross, 2000; Bonanno et al., 2004; Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010; Binder et al., 2012).

Previous studies have shown that cognitive reappraisal had a positive effect on the memory of emotional materials (Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010; Kim and Hamann, 2012). For example, Hayes et al. (2010) presented negative pictures to participants and asked them to adopt a cognitive reappraisal emotion regulation strategy. Two weeks later, participants were tested on their recognition performance. The memory scores of the cognitive reappraisal group were better than that of the passive viewing group.

Researchers have further divided cognitive reappraisal into up-regulation and down-regulation of emotion to investigate their memory effects. Dillon et al. (2007) randomly assigned participants into cognitive up-regulation, down-regulation, expressive suppression, and passive viewing groups. Participants were asked to view negative pictures, then had to recall them freely. Compared with passive viewing, both the up-regulation and down-regulation conditions enhanced the memory of negative pictures, but the expressive suppression condition impaired the memory of negative pictures.

In a recent study, participants were asked to regulate their emotions by using cognitive up-regulation or down-regulation strategies while viewing negative images (Kim and Hamann, 2012). A recognition test after 2 weeks revealed that performance of male participants was significantly higher in cognitive up-regulation and cognitive down-regulation trials than in passive viewing trials. However, in a free recall test, the results failed to show improving effect of cognitive reappraisal strategy for negative images.

In a study by Knight and Ponzio (2013), the differential effects of cognitive reappraisal strategies of up-regulation and down-regulation were compared. In this study, positive pictures were added to emotional pictures. These researchers found that, in a free recall test of emotional pictures, relative to a control group cognitive up-regulation promoted memory performance, while cognitive down-regulation impaired memory performance for emotional pictures. During another strategy test, the researchers examined memory performance for the type of emotion regulation strategies participants used to evaluate each picture. Participants were instructed to correctly match each picture to the strategy they had used while viewing it. In this test, the memory performance for strategy–picture pairings of both the up-regulation and down-regulation groups was significantly better than that of a control group.

Some researchers (for example, Binder et al., 2012) have investigated the effect of expressive suppression strategies on memory performance with emotional materials, always finding that expressive suppression damaged memory performance. Bonanno et al. (2004) examined the effects of expressive suppression on the memory of emotional pictures. They also performed further subdivisions of expressive suppression: one group of participants were asked to enhance facial expressions, while participants in another group were asked to suppress facial expressions, and a third group were just asked to view passively. The researchers then examined participants’ memories of the details of the slides. The results showed that compared with the control group, both enhancing and suppressing expressions resulted in impaired memory performance.

Some researchers have reported that, compared with expressive suppression and passive viewing, cognitive reappraisal could enhance memory of emotional materials; however, other studies have indicated otherwise (Richards and Gross, 1999, 2000; Erk et al., 2010). After dividing cognitive reappraisal into up-regulation and down-regulation of emotion, the effects of cognitive reappraisal and expressive suppression on memorizing emotional materials are unclear. Indeed, only a handful of studies have examined the differential effects of these three emotion regulation strategies (expressive suppression, up-regulation of emotion, down-regulation of emotion) on explicit memory using both recognition and free recall tasks. In addition, a limited number of studies have examined the effects of voluntary regulation of positive emotions on memory. However, it is essential to regulate both negative and positive emotions in daily life. To further explore the effects of emotion regulation strategies on the memory of emotional photos, the present study manipulated three emotion regulation strategies: up-regulation of emotion, down-regulation of emotion, and expressive suppression. Negative pictures, neutral pictures, and positive ones, were used as stimulating materials. We also investigated the performance of two kinds of explicit memory, namely free recall and recognition. We hypothesized that cognitive reappraisal strategies would reinforce explicit memory. We also predicted that participants would recall and recognize more emotional (unpleasant and pleasant) pictures than neutral ones.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Participants

One hundred and twenty undergraduate students (80 females, 40 males, aged 18–23 years old [M ± SD = 20.02 ± 0.43 years]) participated. The study was approved by the local ethics committee, with all participants providing written informed consent.

Stimulus

As a cultural bias for the International Affective Picture System (IAPS) has been reported in Chinese participants (Huang and Luo, 2004; Liu et al., 2009; Gong and Wang, 2016), the 60 pictures (20 negative, 20 neutral and 20 positive) we used in the current study were selected from the native Chinese Affective Picture System (Chen et al., 2008; Li et al., 2008; Yuan et al., 2008). Normative mean valences (SD) (1 = very unpleasant, 9 = very pleasant) and arousal (1 = very calming, 9 = very excited) ratings were 1.89 (0.43) and 5.63 (0.16) for negative pictures, 7.03 (0.27) and 5.64 (0.25) for positive pictures and 5.38 (0.23) and 4.10 (0.20) for neutral pictures. The CAPS arousal ratings for positive and negative pictures did not differ significantly, t(58) = 0.36, p > 0.05. Positive and negative images differed in valence, t(58) = 53.55, p < 0.001.

Thirty pictures (10 negative, 10 neutral, and 10 positive) were presented at encoding procedure, and the others as novel stimuli in the recognition test. Pictures in the encoding procedure and recognition tests were counterbalanced across participants. Participants were randomly assigned to each of four groups: passive viewing, expressive suppression, cognitive up-regulation, and cognitive down-regulation. Each group had 30 participants.

Encoding Procedure

After participants gave informed consent, instructions were provided. These informed participants which emotion regulation strategy they should use to regulate their emotion. Each trial (see Figure 1) began with a fixation cross for 100 ms. The fixation cross was followed by a picture that was either positive, negative or neutral (4000 ms). The picture was then replaced with a blank screen (6000 ms). Immediately following the blank screen, participants rated how strongly they experienced negative or positive emotion on a computerized scale ranging from 1 (very negative) to 9 (very positive), and how intense their experience was on a scale ranging from 1 (very calm) to 9 (very intense). Valence and intensity ratings occurred at the end of each trial. Participants were given opportunities to practice the strategies with pictures from each valence category.
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FIGURE 1. Time course of trials.



Detailed instructions of four different strategies were provided. For the “passive viewing” condition, participants were instructed to let their reactions to the pictures unfold naturally. For the “up-regulation” condition, participants were instructed to intensify any emotions they experienced by increasing the personal relevance of the picture. Participants were told to imagine himself or herself or a loved one as the central figure in the scene. For the “down-regulation” condition, participants were instructed to diminish their emotional reactions by decreasing the personal relevance of the picture. Participants were told to view the images from the perspective of a detached observer, the third-person perspective. For the “expressive suppression” condition, participants were instructed to try their best not to let those feelings show. They were asked to try to behave in such a way that “a person watching you would not know you are feeling anything at all.”

Recognition Test

After the encoding procedure, participants were asked to complete a recognition test. Sixty pictures were randomly presented. Thirty of them had appeared in the encoding trials. Participants were told to judge whether the picture on the screen had previously appeared, and to press “F” if the answer was yes, and press “J” if the answer was no. Participants also had to ensure that the speed and accuracy of reaction.

Free Recall

Following the recognition test, there was a free recall test. Participants were instructed to provide a written description for as many pictures as they could recall from the encoding phase, and were asked to provide enough detail so that an outsider could identify each picture and could differentiate it from similar pictures. They were told to avoid using abstract words, such as beautiful, nausea, and so forth. Free recall data were scored according to the number of pictures’ features that participants reported. Each picture had one crucial feature and 1–2 detailed features; these features were enough to allow all raters to identify and classify the corresponding pictures as remembered. Zero and 1 codes represented a complete retrieval failure and a retrieval success, respectively. Participants were also told that they could list the pictures in any order and that they could have as much time as they needed. Recall was scored by three students who majored in psychology. Inter-rater reliability was very high (Cronbach’s α = 0.99).

RESULTS

Valence and Arousal Ratings

Valence and arousal ratings were subjected to a repeated measures ANOVA with strategy (up-regulation, down-regulation, expressive suppression, passive viewing) as the between-subjects factor and emotional picture (negative, neutral, and positive) as the within-subjects factor.

For the valence ratings (see Table 1), the results showed a significant emotional picture × strategy interaction, F(6,72) = 2.106, p < 0.05. For positive and neutral pictures, emotional experience was least pleasant for down-regulation, intermediate for expressive suppression and passive viewing, and most pleasant for up-regulation. In contrast, for negative pictures, emotional experience was most pleasant for down-regulation, intermediate for expressive suppression and passive viewing, and least pleasant for up-regulation. There was a significant main effect of emotional pictures, F(2,36) = 445.80, p < 0.001. Valence ratings were lowest for trials featuring negative pictures, intermediate for trials featuring neutral pictures, and highest for trials featuring positive pictures (all ps < 0.05). The results also showed a significant main effect of strategies, F(3,36) = 13.48, p < 0.001, with the order of valence ratings from low to high being down-regulation, passive viewing and expressive suppression, up-regulation (all ps < 0.05).

TABLE 1. Mean self-reported valence and arousal by picture valence and strategy.
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For the arousal ratings of positive and neutral pictures (see Table 1), the results showed a significant emotional picture × strategy interaction, F(6,72) = 16.23, p < 0.001, [image: image] = 0.56. Compared to the passive viewing condition (2.80 ± 1.44), arousal ratings were higher (p < 0.05) in the up-regulation condition, and lower (p < 0.05) in the down-regulation condition, regardless of the emotional content of the pictures. Arousal ratings in the passive viewing condition (4.37 ± 1.35) were significantly higher than in the expressive suppression condition (3.65 ± 1.05, p < 0.001) in the trials featuring positive and neutral pictures. However, for negative pictures, there was no difference in arousal ratings between the passive viewing (6.26 ± 0.44) and expressive suppression (6.52 ± 0.48) conditions. In summary, cognitive reappraisal was successful at both increasing and decreasing emotion, regardless of the pictures. The expressive suppression strategy reduced arousal ratings for positive and neutral pictures, but not for negative pictures.

There was a significant main effect for emotional picture [F(2,36) = 622.40, p < 0.001, [image: image]= 0.95] and a significant main effect for strategy [F(3,36) = 80.66, p < 0.001, [image: image]= 0.87]. Participants’ arousal ratings were lowest in trials featuring neutral pictures (3.06 ± 0.62, p < 0.001), intermediate in trials featuring positive pictures (5.17 ± 1.12, p < 0.001), and highest in trials featuring negative pictures (6.28 ± 0.74, p < 0.001). Participants reported higher arousal in cognitive up-regulation trials, and lower arousal in cognitive down-regulation trials and expressive suppression trials, relative to passive viewing trials.

Recognition Performance

The two-way mixed ANOVA for recognition reaction times was performed with emotional picture (negative, neutral, positive) as a within-subjects factor and strategy (down-regulation, up-regulation, expressive suppression, passive viewing) as a between-subjects factor. Recognition performance for emotional pictures on different strategies group is summarized in Table 2.

TABLE 2. Mean recognition RT by picture valence and strategy.
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The results (see Figure 2) showed that the emotional picture × strategy interaction effect was not significant, F(6,208) = 0.95, p = 0.46, [image: image]= 0.03. They also revealed a significant main effect of emotional picture, F(2,104) = 15.80, p < 0.001, [image: image]= 0.13. Planned comparisons indicated that recognition reaction times were shortest for positive pictures (M ±SD = 750.89 ± 88.34, p < 0.001). There was no significant difference in reaction times between negative pictures (M ±SD = 799.86 ± 108.07) and neutral pictures (M ±SD = 800.38 ± 109.57). In addition, there was also a significant main effect of strategy, F(3,104) = 8.74, p < 0.001, [image: image]= 0.20. Follow-up tests revealed that recognition reaction times were shortest for pictures presented in up-regulation trials (M ±SD = 745.56 ± 70.77) and down-regulation trials (M ±SD = 753.24 ± 76.81), intermediate for pictures presented in passive viewing trials (M ±SD = 806.68 ± 133.63), and longest for pictures presented in expressive suppression trials (M ±SD = 836.80 ± 104.05; see Figure 2).


[image: image]

FIGURE 2. Recognition reaction times for each emotion image type in all emotion regulation strategy groups. ∗∗p < 0.01, ∗∗∗p < 0.001.



Free Recall

Free recall scores were calculated by emotional picture and strategy, and were entered into a repeated-measures ANOVA with emotional picture (negative, neutral, positive) as the within-subjects factor and strategy (down-regulation, up-regulation, expressive suppression, passive viewing) as the between-subjects factor. Free recall performance for emotional pictures on different strategies group is summarized in Table 3.

TABLE 3. Mean score of free recall by picture valence and strategy.
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The results (see Figure 3) showed that the emotional picture × strategy interaction effect was not significant, F(6,200) = 0.85, p = 0.54. The results revealed a significant main effect of emotional picture, F(2,100) = 100.37, p < 0.001, [image: image]= 0.50. Recall accuracy was significantly higher for negative pictures (M ±SD = 5.66 ± 1.66) than for positive pictures (M ±SD = 4.26 ± 1.39). Recall performance was the lowest for neutral pictures (M ±SD = 2.85 ± 1.34). In addition, the results also showed a significant main effect of strategy, F(3,100) = 16.89, p < 0.001, [image: image]= 0.34. Free recall score was highest for pictures presented in up-regulation trials (M ±SD = 4.46 ± 1.62) and down-regulation trials (M ±SD = 5.00 ± 2.02), and there was no significant difference in free recall performance between them (p > 0.05). Recall was better for pictures presented in up-regulation trials than in passive viewing trials (M ±SD = 3.90 ± 1.83) and expressive suppression trials (M ±SD = 3.67 ± 1.69). There was no significant difference in free recall scores between passive viewing trials and expressive suppression trials (p > 0.05; see Figure 3).
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FIGURE 3. Scores on free recall task for each emotion image type in all emotion regulation strategy groups. ∗p < 0.05, ∗∗∗p < 0.001.



DISCUSSION

The present study aimed to explore the effects of four different emotion regulation strategies (cognitive up-regulation, cognitive down-regulation, expressive suppression, and passive viewing) on explicit memory of emotional pictures (positive, negative, and neutral). We used instructions to manipulate participants’ emotional responses to pictures according to emotion regulation strategic cues. By using two different forms of explicit test (recognition and free recall), we teased apart different influences of emotion regulation strategies on memory. Importantly, we found that cognitive reappraisal (cognitive up-regulation and cognitive down-regulation) enhanced two kinds of explicit memory performance relative to passive viewing and expressive suppression. Cognitive reappraisal was associated with enhanced explicit memory of the emotional event. There were no significant differences in recognition performance or free recall performance between the passive viewing group and expressive suppression group. In addition, there were also significant differences among the memory scores for different emotional pictures. Participants recognized positive pictures faster than negative pictures and neutral pictures. Furthermore, recall scores were better for negative pictures than positive pictures, and recall scores were higher for positive pictures than neutral pictures.

Cognitive up-regulation significantly enhanced the emotional experience of positive, negative and neutral images, and cognitive down-regulation significantly reduced the emotional experience of emotional pictures. Compared with the passive viewing condition, expressive suppression reduced the pleasantness of positive images and neutral pictures, and increased the pleasantness of negative images. Participants effectively changed the emotional experience of emotional pictures after employing different emotion regulation strategies.

Cognitive up-regulation significantly enhanced the arousal from three emotional pictures, while cognitive down-regulation significantly reduced the arousal from the pictures. Self-reported arousal was lower in the expressive suppression condition than the passive viewing condition for positive images and neutral images, but not for negative images. Previous studies have shown that expressive suppression could increase negative emotions and reduce positive emotions (Brans et al., 2013). This shows that our results are reliable. According to the self-reported valence and arousal ratings, participants adopted these emotion regulation strategies to regulate their emotional experience of emotional pictures effectively.

Consistent with previous studies, cognitive reappraisal (including both up-regulation and down-regulation) reinforced memory more than passive viewing (Dillon et al., 2007; Sheppes and Meiran, 2007, 2008; Hayes et al., 2010). Importantly, we also found that cognitive reappraisal not only enhanced memory for negative pictures, but also for positive ones. In our opinion, during cognitive reappraisal, participants employed much of their cognitive resources to re-explain and refine the emotional material, producing a deeper cognitive analysis of the stimuli and leading to memory enhancement. In the classic model of limited-resource attention, attentional resources for cognitive processing are limited. When being assigned multiple tasks simultaneously, if a task occupied a large amount of resources, the other tasks could only use the remaining few (Ellis, 1985). In this study, participants only needed to code the pictures in the passive viewing. Whereas, under the experimental conditions of the emotion regulation strategies, participants had to complete two tasks simultaneously: (1) code and recall the picture, and (2) emotion regulation. While the two tasks both required attention resources, participants used distinct methods to regulate different emotions during cognitive reappraisal and expressive suppression. As a result, attention resources were distributed differently in these two regulation strategies (cognitive reappraisal and expressive suppression), resulting in a differential impact on explicit memory. During cognitive reappraisal, participants accomplished emotion regulation through re-evaluating pictures. Participants were asked to imagine either playing a central role in the picture’s scenario or, alternatively, engaging from a stranger’s perspective in order to change the relationship between the participant and the emotional stimulation (Dillon et al., 2007). For example, to increase the emotional experience, when viewing a picture of a burning man, participants in the cognitive up-regulation group were asked to imagine him or herself or a loved one experiencing the burning depicted. On the other hand, participants in the cognitive down-regulation group were asked to view the image as objectively as possible to distance them from the scenario, thus lowering the emotional experience. These behaviors are also a type of coding and deep processing. Therefore, cognitive reappraisal employed a deeper level of processing, which enhanced the memory.

Neuroimaging findings also support the conclusion that cognitive reappraisal enhanced memory by deep processing of the picture. When cognitive reappraisal has been used to up-regulate or down-regulate emotional responses, researchers have found an increase in brain activity in the regions related to cognitive control (Ochsner et al., 2004; McRae et al., 2010) and cognitive processing (Dobbins and Wagner, 2005) was observed. Using neuroimaging techniques, Hayes et al. (2010) have found that the left inferior frontal gyrus and the hippocampus showed greater co-activation in this process relative to a passive viewing condition. Both of these regions are related to deep coding. On the other hand, compared with passive viewing, cognitive reappraisal reduced brain activity in the amygdala which was associated with negative emotion (Ochsner et al., 2004). These results have shown that cognitive reappraisal could enhance explicit memory of emotional stimuli, despite the suppression of arousing emotions. This indicates that cognitive reappraisal enhances memory by producing more in-depth cognitive processing.

Knight and Ponzio (2013) have shown that up-regulation of emotion helped with memory, while down-regulation of emotion led to impaired performance of free recall of pictures. We speculated that, in their study, the discrepancy between the up-regulation and down-regulation groups was related to how effectively the emotions were regulated; that is, more successful emotion regulation resulted in better memory performance. Evaluation of the self-reported arousal in Knight and Ponzio’s study showed that the decrease from the passive viewing condition to the down-regulation condition (0.51) was much less than the increase gained from up-regulation (1.16). In contrast, in this present study, the levels of change for the down-regulation (1.09) and up-regulation (0.82) were comparable. Knight and Ponzio’s study did not reveal that down-regulation of emotion enhance the memory scores of free recall. We suspected the reason maybe was that participants in Knight and Ponzio’s study failed to manage their emotions by using the down-regulation of emotion regulation strategy and thereby failed to refine the emotional material. Therefore, the benefits of down-regulation on the free recall of emotional pictures might had gone undetected because emotions were not effectively regulated in Knight and Ponzio’s study.

The present study also demonstrated that, compared with passive viewing, expressive suppression significantly decreased memory performance for the positive pictures. On the other hand, no significant difference was observed for the negative and neutral groups. The decreased memory performance for the positive picture group was due to memory impairment caused by the expressive suppression strategy. This damage occurred since monitoring and adjusting facial expressions largely utilized cognitive resources, thus leaving fewer of these for picture coding. However, when compared with passive viewing, emotion regulation strategies based on expressive suppression did not reduce the recognition score for negative images. We speculated that this is because expressive suppression only successfully decreased arousal of positive emotions, and did not regulate self-reported arousal of negative pictures effectively. The arousal ratings were 6.26 for passive viewing and 6.52 for expressive suppression, which was not a significant difference. In previous studies showing that expressive suppression reduced memory test scores from emotional stimuli, expressive suppression also significantly reduced arousal ratings for emotional stimuli compared with passive viewing (Dillon et al., 2007; Hayes et al., 2010). Thus, in these studies, by controlling expression of emotional behavior, expressive suppression succeeded in achieving the purpose of emotion regulation. Since attention resources were occupied by the act of controlling expression, cognitive resources for memorizing emotional material were diminished, and as such the memory performance from emotional material was compromised.

As two types of explicit memory test, recognition and free recall are two paradigms for measuring recollection and familiarity. Recollection is the extraction of specific information from previously learned projects, while familiarity evaluates the overall similarity between previously learned projects and test projects. Familiarity is the feeling of “déjà vu” when there is insufficient source information (Yonelinas, 2002; Liu et al., 2015). We therefore believe that, in recognition tasks, global processing is relied upon more; while in free recall tasks, the extraction of local information has greater importance.

Fredrickson proposed a broaden-and-build theory, suggesting that positive emotion could broaden an individual’s momentary thought–action repertoire, including the expansion of attention, cognition, action and other variables (Fredrickson and Levenson, 1998). Fredrickson suggested that both negative and positive emotions were adaptive. Negative emotion can make a person benefit from a threatening situation, since it will result in specific action tendencies and narrows a person’s thought-action resources in life-threatening situations, so that the individual will focus more on the momentary situation, and makes a quick, decisive action to survive. Fredrickson employed a global-local visual processing task (Fredrickson and Branigan, 2005), and found that participants in a positive emotional state were more likely to choose a figure that was consistent with the global pattern of the standard figure, indicating that positive emotions can broaden attention scope and produce a wider focus on global rather than local characteristics. Whereas individuals in a positive emotional state have a wider attention span and are more inclined to adopt global processing, participants in a negative emotional state have a narrowed attention span and are more inclined to use local processing. Therefore, in the recognition task, which relies on global judgment, the memory performance with positive pictures was better than with negative pictures. Conversely, free recall task, which relies on the memory of local information, results with better performance for negative pictures.

In summary, this study demonstrated that both cognitive up-regulation and down-regulation strategies improved the recognition of emotional information and free recall test scores. We speculated that cognitive reappraisal influenced memory by affecting the degree of material processing. For instance, cognitive reappraisal enhanced memory by directing more attention to deeper processing of stimuli. On the other hand, since attention was diverted away from the stimuli during expressive suppression, memory performance was impaired. We conclude that cognitive reappraisal strategies not only effectively regulate our emotions, but also improve our memory of emotional events.

This study primarily investigated the effects of different emotion regulation strategies on explicit memory. In future studies, the effects of emotion regulation strategies on implicit memory could be investigated by using other methods such as perceptual identification. In the current study, measurements of memory were all performed in real-time. To investigate the lasting effects of regulation strategies on memory, in future studies memory performance can also be measured after a certain period.

ETHICS STATEMENT

This study was carried out in accordance with the recommendations of ‘name of guidelines, name of committee’ with written informed consent from all subjects. All subjects gave written informed consent in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki. The protocol was approved by the ‘East China Normal University of Committee on Human Research Protection.’

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Concept and design of study: YW and JC. Data acquisition, analysis, and interpretation: YW and BH. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content: YW and JC. Final approval of the version to be published: YW, JC, and BH. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved: YW, JC, and BH.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This work was supported by a Humanities and Social Sciences Research Young Investigator Grant from the Ministry of Education in China (16YJC190020) and Fundamental Research Funds for the Central Universities (2017ECNU-HWFW021).

REFERENCES

Binder, J., De Quervain, D. J., Friese, M., Luechinger, R., Boesiger, P., and Rasch, B. (2012). Emotion suppression reduces hippocampal activity during successful memory encoding. Neuroimage 63, 525–532. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.07.007

Bonanno, G. A., Papa, A., Lalande, K., Westphal, M., and Coifman, K. (2004). The importance of being flexible: the ability to both enhance and suppress emotional expression predicts long-term adjustment. Psychol. Sci. 15, 482–487. doi: 10.1111/j.0956-7976.2004.00705.x

Brans, K., Koval, P., Verduyn, P., Lim, Y. L., and Kuppens, P. (2013). The regulation of negative and positive affect in daily life. Emotion 13, 926–939. doi: 10.1037/a0032400

Chen, J., Yuan, J., Huang, H., Chen, C., and Li, H. (2008). Music-induced mood modulates the strength of emotional negativity bias: an ERP study. Neurosci. Lett. 445, 135–139. doi: 10.1016/j.neulet.2008.08.061

Dillon, D. G., Dillon, D. G., Ritchey, M., Johnson, B. D., and Labar, K. S. (2007). Dissociable effects of conscious emotion regulation strategies on explicit and implicit memory. Emotion 7, 354–365. doi: 10.1037/1528-3542.7.2.354

Dobbins, I. G., and Wagner, A. D. (2005). Domain-general and domain-sensitive prefrontal mechanisms for recollecting events and detecting novelty. Cereb. Cortex 15, 1768–1778. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhi054

Eisenberg, N., Fabes, R. A., Guthrie, I. K., and Reiser, M. (2000). Dispositional emotionality and regulation: their role in predicting quality of social functioning. J. Pers. Soc. Psychol. 78, 136–157. doi: 10.1037/0022-3514.78.1.136

Ellis, H. C. (1985). On the importance of mood intensity and encoding demands in memory: commentary on Hasher, Rose, Zacks, Sanft, and Doren. J. Exp. Psychol. Gen. 114, 392–395. doi: 10.1037/0096-3445.114.3.392

Erk, S., Von Kalckreuth, A., and Walter, H. (2010). Neural long-term effects of emotion regulation on episodic memory processes. Neuropsychologia 48, 989–996. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2009.11.022

Fredrickson, B. L., and Branigan, C. (2005). Positive emotions broaden the scope of attention and thought-action repertoires. Cogn. Emot. 19, 313–332. doi: 10.1080/02699930441000238

Fredrickson, B. L., and Levenson, R. W. (1998). Positive emotions speed recovery from the cardiovascular sequelae of negative emotions. Cogn. Emot. 12, 191–220. doi: 10.1080/026999398379718

Gong, X., and Wang, D. (2016). Applicability of the international affective picture system in Chinese older adults: a validation study. Psych J. 5, 117–124. doi: 10.1002/pchj.131

Gross, J. J. (1998a). Antecedent- and response-focused emotion regulation: divergent consequences for experience, expression, and physiology. J. Pers. Soc. Psychol. 74, 224–237. doi: 10.1037/0022-3514.74.1.224

Gross, J. J. (1998b). The emerging field of emotion regulation: an integrative review. Rev. Gen. Psychol. 2, 271–299. doi: 10.1037/1089-2680.2.3.271

Gross, J. J. (2002). Emotion regulation: affective, cognitive, and social consequences. Psychophysiology 39, 281–291. doi: 10.1017/S0048577201393198

Hayes, J. P., Morey, R. A., Petty, C. M., Seth, S., Smoski, M. J., Mccarthy, G., et al. (2010). Staying cool when things get hot: emotion regulation modulates neural mechanisms of memory encoding. Front. Hum. Neurosci. 4:230. doi: 10.3389/fnhum.2010.00230

Huang, Y. X., and Luo, Y. J. (2004). Native assessment of international affective picture system. Chin. Ment. Health J. 39, 131–131. doi: 10.3758/s13428-014-0535-2

Kim, S. H., and Hamann, S. (2012). The effect of cognitive reappraisal on physiological reactivity and emotional memory. Int. J. Psychophysiol. 83, 348–356. doi: 10.1016/j.ijpsycho.2011.12.001

Knight, M., and Ponzio, A. (2013). The effects of emotion regulation on explicit memory depend on strategy and testing method. Emotion 13, 1041–1054. doi: 10.1037/a0033533

Li, H., Yuan, J., and Lin, C. (2008). The neural mechanism underlying the female advantage in identifying negative emotions: An event-related potential study. Neuroimage 40, 1921–1929. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2008.01.033

Liu, F., Cui, L. X., and Zhang, Q. (2015). The influences of reappraisal and suppression instructions on memory for neutral words in negative background. Neuroreport 26, 1023–1031. doi: 10.1097/WNR.0000000000000462

Liu, X. N., Xu, A. X., and Zhou, R. L. (2009). Native research of international affective picture system: assessment in university students. Chin. J. Clin. Psychol. 17, 687–690.

McRae, K., Hughes, B., Chopra, S., Gabrieli, J. D. E., Gross, J. J., and Ochsner, K. N. (2010). The neural bases of distraction and reappraisal. J. Cogn. Neurosci. 22, 248–262. doi: 10.1162/jocn.2009.21243

Ochsner, K. N., Ray, R. D., Cooper, J. C., Robertson, E. R., Chopra, S., Gabrieli, J. D., et al. (2004). For better or for worse: neural systems supporting the cognitive down- and up-regulation of negative emotion. Neuroimage 23, 483–499. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2004.06.030

Phillips, L. H., Henry, J. D., Hosie, J. A., and Milne, A. B. (2006). Age, anger regulation and well-being. Aging Ment. Health 10, 250–256. doi: 10.1080/13607860500310385

Richards, J. M., Butler, E. A., and Gross, J. J. (2003). Emotion regulation in romantic relationships: the cognitive consequences of concealing feelings. J. Soc. Pers. Relat. 20, 599–620. doi: 10.1177/02654075030205002

Richards, J. M., and Gross, J. J. (1999). Composure at any cost? the cognitive consequences of emotion suppression. Pers. Soc. Psychol. Bull. 25, 1033–1044. doi: 10.1177/01461672992511010

Richards, J. M., and Gross, J. J. (2000). Emotion regulation and memory: The cognitive costs of keeping one’s cool. J. Pers. Soc. Psychol. 79, 410–424. doi: 10.1037/0022-3514.79.3.410

Rubin, K. H., Coplan, R. J., Fox, N. A., and Calkins, S. D. (2009). Emotionality, emotion regulation, and preschoolers’ social adaptation. Dev. Psychopathol. 7, 49–62. doi: 10.1017/S0954579400006337

Sheppes, G., and Meiran, N. (2007). Better late than never? On the dynamics of online regulation of sadness using distraction and cognitive reappraisal. Pers. Soc. Psychol. Bull. 33, 1518–1532. doi: 10.1177/0146167207305537

Sheppes, G., and Meiran, N. (2008). Divergent cognitive costs for online forms of reappraisal and distraction. Emotion 8, 870–874. doi: 10.1037/a0013711

Yonelinas, A. P. (2002). The nature of recollection and familiarity: a review of 30 years of research. J. Mem. Lang. 46, 441–517. doi: 10.1006/jmla.2002.2864

Yuan, J. J., Yang, J. M., Meng, X. X., Yu, F. Q., and Li, H. (2008). The valence strength of negative stimuli modulates visual novelty processing: electrophysiological evidence from an event-related potential study. Neuroscience 157, 524–531. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroscience.2008.09.023

Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

Copyright © 2017 Wang, Chen and Han. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author(s) or licensor are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-t002.jpg
Up-regulation
Down-regulation
Suppression
Passive viewing

Positive

722.00 (71.43
714.64 (64.05
812.00 (93.97
765.44 (90.67

Mean and standard deviation.

Neutral

768.89 (61.39)
772.39 (73.34)
852.92 (166.15)
812.70 (100.55)

Negative

745.78 (73.37)
772.67 (79.63)

845.48 (132.78)
841.89 (108.07)





OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-t001.jpg
Positive Neutral Negative

Valence rating

Up-regulation 7.23(0.21) 5.46 (0.15 2.26 (0.47
Down-regulation 6.59 (0.15) 5.26 (0.15 3.94 (0.44
Suppression 6.81(0.22) 5.19 (0.13 2.39 (0.45
Passive viewing 7.02 (0.20) 5.46 (0.17 2.56 (0.47
Arousal rating

Up-regulation 6.78 (0.39) 3.81(0.51 6.89 (0.42
Down-regulation 3.67 (0.35) 2.62 (0.26 5.44 (0.70
Suppression 4.57 (0.45) 2.72 (0.47 6.52 (0.48
Passive viewing 5.65 (0.27) 3.10(0.39 6.26 (0.44

Mean and standard deviation.






OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-t003.jpg
Positive
Up-regulation 4.41 (1.02)
Down-regulation 4.93 (1.60)
Suppression 3.84 (1.12)
Passive viewing 3.87 (1.49)

Mean and standard deviation.

Neutral

3.27 (1.03)
3.31 (1.51)
2.36 (1.47)
2.45 (1.00)

Negative

5.69 (1.71)
6.75 (1.28)
4.81 (1.47)
5.39 (1.62)





OPS/images/cross.jpg
3,

i





OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-g003.jpg
Score of free recall

Il Positive
[ Neutral
[ |Negative

Increase

Decrease

Suppression Passive viewing





OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-g002.jpg
Recognition RT

L

1000 A ki
1 =l -
*%
@il —= 1
800

Increase Decrease

Il Positive
I Neutral
[ INegative

Suppression Passive viewing





OPS/images/cover.jpg
, frontiers
in Psychology

The Effects of Cognitive
Reappraisal and Expressive
Suppression on Memory of

Emotional Pictures





OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-i001.jpg





OPS/images/fpsyg-08-01921-g001.jpg
up-regulation
or

down-regulation

Valence Arousal
P O L + 123456789 123456789
assive viewing
or

pressive suppresion






OPS/images/logo.jpg
’ frontiers
in Psychology





