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Editorial on the Research Topic
 Addressing the effects of COVID-19 on rural areas in low and middle income countries




Rural households are facing severe challenges while adapting to existing and emerging risks of various kinds, including the effects of unprecedented shocks that affect individuals and families in terms of lack of income, reduced consumption and the sale of assets. Health shocks, i.e., unpredictable diseases that undermine people's health status, are the most common unprecedented shocks and the most pressing causes of families falling into poverty. When an illness or injury impairs the health of a family member or causes the income of the family to be reduced or even lost, the family is faces high levels of vulnerability due to the costs of medical treatment as well as the lack of income caused by incapacity for work. Health shocks, together with economic ditto, thus place a heavy financial burden on families and are, de facto, one of the most important factors related to poverty in these regions.

Risk adaptation and coping has become necessary activities for families living in rural areas of low and middle income countries, but this is also taking a significant share of their income. Consequently, understanding these risks and related coping strategies is crucial for policymakers. This is also reflected in the Global Development Report entitled Risks and Opportunities, which examines how families can cope with the wide range of risks they face.

The focus of this special issue addresses the effects of COVID-19 on rural areas in the Low- and Middle - Income Countries. Several researchers submitted a significant number of high-quality papers for consideration in this special issue, which went through a rigorous peer-review process, with an acceptance rate of 50%. Finally, 16 quality contributions were published, and among them were the following papers:

• COVID-19's Impact on China's Strategic Emerging Industries: An Observation of Policy Difficulties studies the influence of the COVID-19 on R&D investment and foreign exchange development of China's most important emerging industrial firms.

• Analysis of Preventive Behaviours of Rural Tourism Hosts in the Face of COVID-19 Pandemic: Application of the Health Belief Model discusses preventive behaviors of rural tourism hosts and the COVID-19 utilizing the HBM model.

• Investigating the Adoption of Precautionary Behaviours Among Young Rural Adults in South Iran During COVID-19 investigates the factors affecting youth intention and preventive behavior with respect to COVID-19, also using the HBM.

Besides of those the issue also discussed the following topics:

• Social, Environmental and Economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19 on Rural tourism.

• Dynamic conservation in risk society: A case study of COVID-19 pandemic risk in Kashan Qanat Irrigated Agriculture.

• Tourism development during the pandemic of coronavirus (COVID-19): Evidence from Iran.

• The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on food security, and food diversity of Iranian rural households.

• How do collective efficiency and norms influence the social resilience of Iranian villagers against COVID-19? The mediating role of Social leadership.

• Impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on micro and small enterprises (MSEs): Evidence from Rural Areas of Iran.

• Developing a paradigm model for resilience of rural entrepreneurial businesses in dealing with the COVID-19 crisis; application of grounded theory in western of Iran.

We hope that the papers presented in this special issue will be useful and stimulating for further understanding of risks, vulnerabilities, and counter mechanisms available to deal with a wide range of health and economic shocks faced by rural households and to properly design and develop social safety nets.

Due to the good response from the researchers to this Research Topic, the journal has decided to initiative, the Volume 2 with the same editorial team. Further information can be found at: https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/41035/addressing-the-effects-of-covid-19-on-rural-areas-in-low-and-middle-income-countries-volume-2.
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