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Editorial on the Research Topic
 Indigenous knowledge and chronic disease prevention among the first people of North America




Indigenous populations of North America face substantial health disparities, which have led to disproportionate rates of chronic diseases, compounded by elevated rates of poverty, lack of educational opportunities, and historical trauma (1, 2). The use of local Indigenous knowledge and culturally-anchored interventions have resulted in sustainable programs that support tribal sovereignty and self-determination (3–5). However, case studies illustrating the role of Indigenous knowledge in changing the course of chronic disease health disparities are limited.

This special topic issue titled Indigenous Knowledge and Chronic Disease Prevention among the First People of North America, presents a collection of original research and literature reviews illustrating the role of traditional frameworks and cultural assets to inform the development and implementation of programs and interventions addressing chronic disease prevention and health promotion in Indigenous communities. The ten articles include one mixed studies review, two random clinical trials (RCT) studies, and seven articles that present the development and/or results of culturally-anchored health programs. The mixed studies review included in this issue documents the identification and application of risk and protective factors to inform cancer surveillance and health promotion efforts in Indigenous communities. Some of the interventions described in this issue, engaged traditional knowledge holders in the training of Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars and researchers. Engaging traditional knowledge holders is key to ensuring interventions are indeed culturally-anchored and support traditional values, beliefs, and practices (6, 7). Ivanich et al. describes an innovative scholar program intended to support the career development of Indigenous scholars. Dreifuss et al. provides an overview of a summer program aimed to expose Indigenous youth to the potential of a public health career through the integration of academic and cultural knowledge to understand and influence health behaviors and perspectives.

In addition to engaging traditional knowledge holders in training researchers and health care professionals, traditional knowledge holders were employed to guide the development of some of the programs and interventions described in this issue. Both Walls et al. and Wilson et al. emphasize that culturally-anchored diabetes programming yields a meaningful approach to disease management that aligns with patients' worldview of self-care. Rink et al. describe the development of a multi-level RCT that builds upon existing community strengths and traditional knowledge and values to reduce sexual and reproductive health disparities in a northwest Indigenous community. Richards et al. presents results from an Indigenous fatherhood health promotion program evaluation guided by a community workgroup that provided cultural expertise and local insight.

Another important emphasis of this issue is the use cultural assets and local resources to support chronic disease prevention. Margariti et al. shared results from their analysis of self-reported data from Indigenous adults enrolled in a sexually transmitted disease (STD) risk reduction program, that recognized the influence of colonizing stressors and used cultural assets as prevention buffers. With a comparable emphasis on cultural strengths, Blue Bird Jernigan et al. share their design and methods for a planned RCT to assess nutrition-related interventions intended to promote food sovereignty and security in an Indigenous community in Oklahoma. Lastly, Fernandez and Beltrán present their analysis of a qualitative health needs assessment that explores the role of participating in cultural dance as a means to strengthen Indigenous identity and understanding of traditional visions of health and wellbeing to ground substance abuse and HIV prevention efforts.

This issue celebrates the use of traditional knowledge and cultural assets in the development and implementation of programs and interventions to address chronic diseases in Indigenous communities. We are confident that this issue will be a valuable resource for public health professionals and researchers aiming to apply innovative strategies to reduce health inequities among Indigenous populations. This collection advocates for the use of Indigenous frameworks and perspectives to improve the health status of Indigenous communities.


Author contributions

MS and NT-S confirm shared responsibility for drafting, reviewing, and approving the final version of the editorial.



Acknowledgments

We would like to acknowledge all editors and authors who contributed to this special topic issue.



Conflict of interest

The authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.



Publisher's note

All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those of their affiliated organizations, or those of the publisher, the editors and the reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in this article, or claim that may be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or endorsed by the publisher.



References

 1. Indian Health Disparities. Disparities. IHS. Published (2019). Available online at: https://www.ihs.gov/newsroom/factsheets/disparities/ (accessed January 30, 2023).

 2. Walters KL, Mohammed SA, Evans-Campbell T, Beltrán RE, Chae DH, Duran B. Bodies don't just tell stories, they tell histories. Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race. (2011) 8:179–89. doi: 10.1017/S1742058X1100018X

 3. Walters KL, Johnson-Jennings M, Stroud S, et al. Growing from our roots: strategies for developing culturally grounded health promotion interventions in american indian, alaska native, and native hawaiian communities. Prevent Sci. (2018) 21:54–64. doi: 10.1007/s11121-018-0952-z

 4. Ka'opua, Lana Sue I, Bruce D, Friedman R, Duncombe P J, Mataira J, et al. Indigenous peoples and the social determinants of health. weaving tradition and innovation to advance health for all. Br J Soc Work. (2019) 49:843–53. doi: 10.1093/bjsw/bcz074

 5. Hunter AM, Carlos M, Nuño VL, Tippeconnic-Fox MJ, Carvajal S, Yuan NP. Native Spirit: Development of a culturally grounded after-school program to promote well-being among American Indian adolescents. Am J Commun Psychol. (2022) 22:12590. doi: 10.1002/ajcp.12590

 6. Flicker S, O'Campo P, Monchalin R, et al. Research done in “a good way”: the importance of indigenous elder involvement in hiv community-based research. American Journal of Public Health. (2015) 105:1149–1154. doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2014.302522

 7. Ghanbari P, Languedoc S, Brown J. Service providers' perspectives on content to address in counseling with Aboriginal couples following intimate partner violence. J Offender Rehabil. (2019) 58:50–74. doi: 10.1080/10509674.2019.1566189







OPS/images/crossmark.jpg
(®) Check for updates





OPS/xhtml/Nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Editorial: Indigenous knowledge and chronic disease prevention among the first people of North America



		Author contributions



		Acknowledgments



		Conflict of interest



		Publisher's note



		References

















OPS/images/cover.jpg
@ frontiers | Frontiers in Public Health

Editorial: Indigenous knowledge

and chronic disease prevention

among the first people of North
America





OPS/images/logo.jpg
& frontiers | Frontiers in Public Health





