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INTRODUCTION

The history of a village in Indonesia is always framed by kinship, homogeneity, and a simple
institutional structure. In agriculturally based rural communities, people used to work hard but
feel relief from working within the framework of agricultural circles. At the busiest times, the
extended family is usually unable to cultivate all the land or fields. During this period, people can
hire additional people or ask for help from villagers (Zargustin et al., 2018). This can be found in
Ngringo Village (Kanto et al., 2020). Village development with rice and livestock-based economic
growth and pride at each harvest period is of little value, but the owners enjoy it very much.

What happens if a village is considered to have resources, as Ngringo Village currently has?
Previously, we understood the village community as explained by Soejono Soekanto (Soekanto,
2001) that, in essence, rural communities are gradual. People in one village have a closer
relationship with the people in their village than people in other villages. Group life is based on the
kinship system. Although they work as carpenters, tile and brick makers, and construction workers,
villagers generally have a livelihood in agriculture (Geertz, 1974; Scott, 1998; White, 2007). Society
is characterized by interactions, unique patterns of behavior in all aspects of good and sustainable
life, and a sense of identity toward the group, where the individual concerned becomes a member
of the group (Yap and Ng, 2018). Thus, of course, the Ngringo community will experience changes
and will no longer be what Soejono Soekanto, Clifford Geertz, James Scott, and Thomas Ben White
previously said.

Farmers are visualized as actors in land conversion. However, in real conditions, this
conversion process occurs due to several factors such as geographical location, land availability,
community acceptance of the entry of industry, and new economic location. Regarding the
situation in Ngringo Village, the book entitled “Population Principles” written by Malthus
states that human development is faster than the production of agricultural products to meet
human needs. The amount of agricultural land in Ngringo Village as one of the leading
production factors has remained even reduced drastically; agricultural land will be reduced
due to building housing, factories, and other infrastructure. This situation then brought
changes in society. Spencer distinguished four stages of human evolution: multiplication or
addition stage, complexification stage, division or differentiation stage, and integration stage.
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LAND SALES AS TRIGGER OF RURAL
MODERNIZATION

The increasing demand for land at high prices makes it more
likely that farmers in Ngringo Village will sell or even offer land
owned by their family or close relatives for sale. As a result,
they will lose their main job as farmers. At the global level
of rural modernization, the general restructuring of the rural
economy can be seen in the agricultural sector. The impact of
modernization brought substantial changes to the development
of the agricultural industry (Ploeg et al., 2000). Modernization
does not mean that farmers lose their jobs as farmers by selling
agricultural land and improving the agricultural sector. Farmers
who sell land will lose welfare in the long term because farmers
will lose productivity assets (Zhang and Donaldson, 2013).

The focus of rural development in modern life is to improve
the living standards of rural communities, develop agricultural
production, and develop the village environment (Looney, 2012).
Through the basic ideas of farmer’s morals and economic
arguments, James Scott reveals the short and powerful life of
a farmer. The moral economy arises as a result of the central
financial dilemma faced by most farming households (Lester
et al., 2013). Because they live so close to the subsistence limit
and keep up with changing weather and demands from outsiders,
it seems that the Ngringo people do not seem to fully accept it.
Precisely because they are approaching the limit of subsistence,
their reason, as stated by Popkin, is the economic morality of a
farmer who lives above the subsistence line, namely, with norms
that prioritize self-safety and dare to take risks. In this regard,
Popkin believes that farmers basically want to improve their
economy and are willing to take risks. According to Popkin,
farmers are full of profit-and-loss calculations, not only humans
who are bound by moral values. Thus, when they take action in
their choice, it is not because the capitalistic market economy
threatens their “tradition” but because they want to get a chance
to live in the new economic order. Farmers want to gain access to
markets, become rich, and even adopt profit-and-loss practices.

Problems in selling land by farmers in Ngringo Village initially
occurred because of the need to switch to commodities. Most
of them sell agricultural land, which then buy new land outside
the village at a much cheaper price; this condition will certainly
be contrary to most of the community. Theories that reveal the
traditional mindset and actions of rural communities and farmers
such as Scott (1978) with Economic Subsistence (safety first
strategy according to farmers can rule out options that contain
the risk of significant losses that can endanger subsistence), Emile
Durkheim (Marks, 1974) with anomie (rapid changes in society
due to the increasing division of labor resulting in a confusion
of norms and an increasing number of impersonalities in social
life, ultimately resulting in the collapse of social standards that
govern behavior), and Herbert Spencer of the theory of social
evolution that assumes that society grows through individual
development to unite the community group (Offer, 2019).
Societies will change through mergers, meaning that the more
they are connected, the more groups can coexist. The increasing
needs of the community make people decide to sell agricultural

land. Moreover, the decision was taken together so that changes
occur in rural communities.

DISCUSSION

The action of land use changes when associated with rational
choice theory; then, these conditions will encourage individuals
who have a desire with the aim of expressing preferences. They
act specifically due to constraints and based on information
about the conditions in which they work. At the same time,
the relationship between choice and rule can be seen in purely
technical terms as a relation of means to ends. Since individuals
cannot achieve all the things they want, for that, they must also
choose ways to achieve these goals.

The facts show that there is a decrease in agricultural
land production in Ngringo Village, which results in minimal
irrigation conditions, so the choice to sell and find new land
outside Ngringo Village is the right decision; this condition
is in line with rationality. Rational choice theory argues that
individuals should anticipate the outcomes of alternative actions
and calculate the best for them. Wise individuals choose the
alternative that will give them the most satisfaction. The social
change proposed by Tonnies (1925) supports the phenomenon
in Ngringo Village where Ténnies sees that the difference is
based on two concepts, namely, Gemeinschaft of Place (Locality)
and Gemeinschaft of mind (Heberle, 1937). Tonnies sees that
the locality of Gemeinschaft can change when community
interactions show capitalist activity to illustrate global changes
(Inglis, 2009). Changing the mindset of the villagers to change
their lives by selling land.

The sale and purchase of land in Ngringo Village is carried
out by farmers, although at first each individual has the right to
his land; then, it is switched to someone else. Can the pattern of
inheritance distribution or the fulfillment of family needs occur?
One-sidedly, the land owner switches the ownership rights to
someone else. Based on the rational choice theory, this is because
each individual wants to optimize or maximize his interests.
Thus, it can be said that authority is the exchange of rights to
control the actions of others. Coleman states that both collective
and individual actors have goals. In social structures, such as
organizations, individual actors may pursue their personal goals
that may differ from collective goals. These conflicts of interest
help us understand the sources of problems within institutions
(Coleman, 1965). Here, collective actors have a vital role in acting
for individual gain or loss.

The social system of the Ngringo Village community produces
corporate actors, control, and sales of land. Ease of transaction
is a pattern of actors to legitimize land sales. The role of
corporate actors can be assessed from the sovereignty that
exists in individuals. The existing social system can recognize
its main interests (Granovetter, 1978). We can determine how
well collective actors perform if the current social system can
understand the individual’s primary interests.

At the macrolevel, the rational choice theory assumes that
human action has goals and objectives that are guided by a well-
ordered hierarchy of preferences. This naturally means that the
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actor takes into account priorities in choosing an action and
also calculate the cost for each behavior and try to maximize
self-confidence. In line with this assumption, the conversion
conditions in Ngringo Village have presented similarities in
several respects.

Landowners sell land for housing and industry. Like the
preferences that the Ngringo Village community has to take
advantage in achieving, but not all individuals in the Ngrino
Village community have succeeded in maximizing these choices.
The actors (landowners) want changes in resources structure;
they sell land for school purposes and working capital. This
situation shows that the actor has considered the actions to be
taken to achieve the main goal of improving the family’s standard
of living and social status in order to maximize its resources.

The social system of the Ngringo Village community, which
allows the sale and purchase of land, can be analyzed as a
phenomenon that has previously been studied. The phenomenon
of switching individual rights to others generates authority and
creates a belief system; This is where the actor must think about
the collectivity because it is no longer a mere actor’s action but
a collective action. An actor may not act based on his interests at
this stage, but they must work on the common good (collectivity).
However, in reality, actors do not always carry out activities as
desired. For example, one of the agricultural lands has not been
developed because the owner did not sell the location of the land.
This condition causes delays in the construction of factories at
that location.

The condition of land conversion threatens the existence
of the farming community in Ngringo Village, shifting the
orientation of the community toward the use of agricultural
land from the social dimension to the economic level. The
land that was originally used for daily livelihoods eventually
changed according to the preferences they had. As a result,
a situation of dependence arises on economic penetration
from outside the village as a result of housing and industrial
development. At the same time, freedom is meant to manage the
resources at their disposal (Smelser and Swedberg, 2010; White,
2019).

The situation in Ngringo Village, which creates opportunities
for industrial and housing development, demonstrates their
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position as a transitional society. Transitional societies lead to
transitions in culture, behavior, systems, habits, etc. (Marks,
1974; Fritzsche and Fukuyama, 1992; Offer, 2019). Transitional
society has begun to leave the old culture but has not fully
adopted the new culture. Shifting is a natural thing to happen
if it is done in a better and positive direction. The change
from traditional society to transitional society is characterized
by historical transformations due to differences in economic
and social systems (Popkin, 1980; Scott et al., 2018). Changes
that arise as a result of a transitional society are the decline
in kinship values in society, traditional methods and traditional
culture adapted to the new political system, manpower
based on scientific specialization, and society more open to
the times.

We will see Weber’s approach to social change more clearly
in his account of the birth of capitalism, as written in “The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.” The essence of
Weber’s description of capitalism is the orientation of rational
thought among society toward economic benefits. According
to Weber, a society can be called a capitalist society if its
citizens consciously aspire to gain profit or wealth, which is
considered ethical. This means that society provides legitimacy
or recognition that is ethical and healthy. The author assumes
that the action of land conversion carried out by land owners
in Ngringo Village is a rational thought to gain profits. They
do it consciously so that it can be said that the Ngringo village
community is constructed into a capitalist society called by
Marx Weber.
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