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Editorial on the Research Topic
Highlights in emerging tropical diseases 2021/22

The articles in this Research Topic, “Highlights in Emerging Tropical Diseases 2021/22”,
are a demonstration of the central place that the control of infections in tropical settings has
during the current global climate change situation (1). The last report from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) group confirms with high
confidence that climate change will increase the number of deaths and the global burden
of non-communicable and infectious diseases (2). The increase in temperature (global
warming) is one of the variables with the greatest impact on climate change and is
responsible for the increase in vector-borne diseases (3). The call for specific action from
the specialists that inaugurated the new journal, Frontiers in Tropical Diseases, is presented
in the first article of the present Research Topic and is a perfect summary of the current
status of the challenges presented by emerging infectious diseases in tropical regions
(Rodriguez-Morales et al.). Certainly, the increasing urgencies due to climate change are
being presented faster than anticipated (2) and will need energetic concerted action (4).

The article by Salcedo et al. is a good example of how ingenious modifications of
diagnostic technologies can contribute to reducing costs in poorly resourced countries. The
urgency occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic for public health organizations and health
ministries around the world pushed researchers to look for alternatives given the scarcity of
diagnostic reagents (5), bringing great impact in low and middle-income countries.

Finally, the article by Nunes et al. describes the epidemiological and ecological
determinants for spotted fever in Minas Gerais state in Brazil and contributes crucial
information for this largely unexplored cause of febrile diseases. The situation revealed by
this study provides lines of action for public health measures, including active surveillance
and control for vectors of this disease. Multiple emerging and reemerging tropical diseases,
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particularly those that are zoonotic and vector-borne, will continue
to cause multiple public health threats (Rodriguez-Morales et al.).

In summary, this Research Topic provides a frame of analysis
for critical issues in emerging tropical infectious diseases, one of the
most important current global challenges. One should always take
into account that to carry out a good intervention in these tropical
diseases, an integral approach must be followed, encompassing the
environment, etiological agent, and host, which is the strategy of
One Health (6).
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