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Primary infection and pathogenesis of equine herpesvirus type 1 (EHV-1) require an
intricate interaction of virus with the mucosal epithelium, mononuclear cells and the
vascular endothelium. Studies on EHV-1 have been facilitated by the development of
different in vitro models that recapitulate the in vivo tissue complexity. The available
in vitro assays can be categorized into (i) models mimicking the epithelium-peripheral
blood mononuclear cell (PBMC) interaction, which include ex vivo mucosal (nasal
and vaginal) explants and equine respiratory epithelial cells (EREC) cultures; and (i)
PBMC-endothelium mimicking models, including flow chamber and contact assays.
These in vitro models have proven their worth in attempts to recapitulate the in vivo
architecture and complexity, produce data relevant to natural host infection, and reduce
animal use due to in vivo experiments. Although horse models are still needed for certain
experiments, e.g., EHV-1 myeloencephalopathy or vaccination studies, available in vitro
models can be used to obtain highly valuable data on virus-host tissue interactions.
Microfluidic based 3D culture system (e.g., horse-on-a-chip) could be a potential
upgraded version of these in vitro models for future research.
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INTRODUCTION

Alphaherpesviruses are a heterogeneous group of morphologically similar DNA viruses that
includes important pathogen of humans and animals. Equine herpesviruses infect mainly members
of family Equidae, but also members of other taxa, and cause substantial economic losses (1, 2).
Equine herpesviruses 1 and 4 (EHV-1 and EHV-4) are endemic in domestic horse populations
worldwide and cause respiratory conditions. EHV-1 is the prime cause of abortion, neonatal
mortality and neurological disorders (myeloencephalopathy) after a transition stage of cell-
associated viremia. EHV-1 infection of peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) plays an
essential role in transmitting the virus from the primary site of infection (respiratory tract) or
reactivation to the vasculature of target organs (3, 4).

EHV-1 pathogenesis can be divided into three main levels of infection. First, in the respiratory
epithelium, the infection starts with uptake of infectious particles and primary replication in
respiratory epithelia. Second, in mononuclear cells and dendritic cells (DC), virus is captured
from the primary site of replication (respiratory epithelia), and infected cells rapidly migrate
to lymphoid tissues associated with the upper respiratory tract and infect other mononuclear
cells that enter the blood stream (cell-associated viremia). Finally, the virus is transferred from
blood mononuclear cells to the vasculature of different tissues, where viruses can attach to, enter
and replicate in endothelial cells (EC). Disease outcomes are reflecting the pathogenetic changes
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including vasculitis, thrombosis, edema and vascular necrosis (4-
10). The process of virus spread between the three compartments
(epithelium, blood, and endothelium) is dynamic and involves
multiple steps and it is critical that the orchestration of these steps
be precisely regulated to ensure efficient virus transfer. However,
the exact mechanism at each level is still unknown and needs
further investigation.

Of course, horses are the gold standard for studying EHV-1
pathogenesis; however, this model is ethically questionable and
requires large animal biosafety facilities and trained personnel.
Absence of other suitable animal models resulted in the
development of in vitro systems to study EHV-1 pathogenesis.
The currently available in vitro models can be divided into two
main categories. (i) Epithelium-PBMC mimicking models, which
include ex vivo nasal explants and equine respiratory epithelial
cells (EREC) culture; (ii) PBMC-EC mimicking models, which
include flow chamber assay and contact assay. These models are
widely used to recapitulate in vivo architecture and investigate the
host-pathogen interaction.

EX VIVO NASAL EXPLANTS

Nasal explants provide an attractive and alternative means
to mimic the in vivo situation as a complex 3-dimentional
tissue network that keeps intact the cell-to-cell contacts present
in vivo. This model is readily accessible and is a powerful
tool to overcome problems when using infection experiments
in the natural host, including, but not restricted to, better
standardization and the possibility to perform multiple replicates
that are impossible in the horse infection model (11). Nasal
explant cultures have been successfully used to study the
pathogenesis, replication and invasion of EHV-1, EHV-3 and
EHV-4, the initial response and migration of mononuclear cells
during EHV-1 infection, basement membrane damage during
infection, and EHV-induced cytokine responses (7, 12-16).
Confocal microscopy studies showed that EHV-1 crosses the
basement membrane barrier through infected mononuclear cells,
which allows the virus to subsequently progress to draining
lymph nodes or blood vessels in lamina propria and results
in cell-associated viremia (7, 14). Migration of mononuclear
cells in response to virus infection or navigation of infected
cells to blood vessels or lymph nodes is determined by
complex network of cellular signals and the actions of cytokines
and chemokines.

Vaginal mucosal explants are a variant version of mucosal
explant cultures that were used to study EHV-1 and EHV-3 entry,
replication kinetics, virus spread and invasion characteristics.
Although both viruses can replicate efficiently, EHV-3 showed
privileged replication in the vaginal compared to nasal mucosa
due to natural virus tissue tropism (17).

EREC CULTURE

Polarized epithelial cells differentially distribute proteins and
lipids in the plasma membrane creating two distinct surfaces:
the apical surface, which faces the external environment, and

the basolateral side, which contacts the underlying cells and
systemic vasculature (18). Most studies on virus entry have been
conducted with non-polarized cells do not properly reflect in
vivo conditions. Epithelial cells grown on porous supports show
evidence of increased differentiation in comparison with cells
grown on conventional solid surfaces, which formed the base
for EREC in vitro culture model (19, 20) and was recently
adopted to study EHV-1 pathogenesis (Figure 1A) (21-23).
EREC were used to study replication kinetics and cytokine
response after infection with wild-type or mutant EHV-1 strains.
Further, an EREC-PBMC virus transfer system was developed
and has provided evidence for direct viral transfer from the
epithelium to PBMC. Viral transfer through direct cell-to-cell
contact resulted in pro-inflammatory, chemokine and antiviral
responses that were strikingly different if each cell type was
infected independently (22). In addition, the EREC system
was successfully employed to shed light on chemotaxis of
monocytes and neutrophils in response to EHV-1 infection
of respiratory epithelial cells (8). This unique primary equine
epithelial cell system closely mimics in vivo conditions of primary
infection. Further, most of the data related to EHV-1 obtained
from this in vitro system mimics in vivo data (24-26). In
conclusion, the ex vivo models confirmed the importance of
studying the cells representing different compartments of the
body during infection with EHV-1 in relation to each other,
rather than individually.

CONTACT ASSAYS

To mimic the PBMC-EC interface and to investigate the
multitude of interactions between PBMC and EC with
subsequent virus transfer, an in vitro co-cultivation system
was developed (6). The system involved either “contact” or
“non-contact” setups where both PBMC and EC are sharing the
same environment in the presence or absence of neutralizing
antibodies (Figure 1B). In the contact model and under static
conditions, EHV-1-infected PBMC were co-cultured with EC
monolayers in the presence of neutralizing antibodies, and virus
transfer from PBMC to EC was reported. In the “non-contact”
model, infected PBMC were placed into a transwell insert and
were physically separated from EC monolayers by a porous
membrane that prevents the migration of PBMC but allows the
diffusion of cell-free virus (6, 9). Virus spread from infected
PBMC to the underlying EC in the “contact” mode was reported
and tracked using confocal microscopy and live cell imaging (9).
The system proved to be flexible to study other aspects during
virus spread, particularly the role of adhesion molecules in virus
transmission (27).

FLOW CHAMBER SYSTEM

To further address the more dynamic aspects of PBMC-EC
interaction, we established a flow chamber setup, where infected
PBMC are allowed to flow (0.5 mm/s) over EC monolayers
in the presence or absence of virus-neutralizing antibodies
(Figure 1C). The whole process can be tracked by confocal
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FIGURE 1 | In vitro models to study EHV-1 pathogenesis. (A) Equine respiratory epithelial cells (EREC) culture. Cells are grown at the air-fluid interface and infected
with virus at the apical side (left panel). After removal of the inoculum, the transwell insert is inverted, a tygon pipe is applied, and PBMC are added to the generated
top chamber (right panel). (B) Contact assay. Virus-infected PBMC are applied to endothelial monolayers either in a “transwell; left panel” or “contact; right panel”
setup. (C) Flow chamber system. Endothelial cells are grown to confluency in p-slide cell flow chambers connected to a perfusion system “syringe pump” that allow
the introduction of infected PBMC. PBMC kinetics as well as PBMC-endothelial cell interactions can be visualized with inverted fully motorized fluorescence
microscope. (D) Organ-on-a-chip microdevice. The microsystem is constructed in a layered microfluidic device with two cell culture (upper and lower) microchannels
separated by a porous flexible membrane. Epithelial and endothelial cells are grown on the upper and lower microchannels, respectively. Growth medium, virus, or
virus-infected PBMC are perfused using a syringe pump. Virus infection and transfer, kinetics of perfused PBMC, and interaction between PBMC and cell monolayers
can be visualized and tracked using live cell imaging.
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live cell fluorescence imaging and automated cell tracking.
This system can be used to document the differences between
neuropathogenic and non-neuropathogenic EHV-1 strains as
well as between EHV-1 and EHV-4 (9). The role of different viral
proteins in the process of virus spread from PBMC to EC was
precisely addressed. The system also allowed to document the
kinetics of infected vs. non-infected PBMC in terms of tethering,
adhesion, and rolling. These experiments demonstrated the value
of the flow chamber system for studying the dynamic events
during EHV-1 transfer from infected PBMC to EC, the role of
adhesion molecules, and the effects of anti-inflammatory and
anti-viral treatment on virus transmission.

Another aspect of EHV-1 pathogenesis targeting the role
of EHV-1 in thrombus formation was studied using another
flow microfluidic system. With the system, it was possible to
investigate the interaction between EHV-1 infected EC cells
and platelets. The process of capturing un-activated platelets by
infected EC and initiation of platelet aggregation was tracked in
a dynamic mode (Tracy Stokol, personal communication).

CONCLUSION AND FUTURE
PERSPECTIVES

The development of in vitro models has paved the way to
fill in the gaps in our understanding of EHV-1 and EHV-4
pathogenesis. Conducting in vivo experiments on horses

is ethically questionable and associated with high costs
that are caused by the need for specialized facilities and
highly trained personnel. Furthermore, suitable replicates
of experiments present a formidable hurdle. Available in
vitro experimental models have allowed important insight
into virus pathogenesis, virus-cell interactions, the crosstalk
between cells, and the viral and cellular determinants
governing infection.

From an animal welfare perspective, the currently available
models are important steps toward reducing the suffering of
horses during animal experiments, although some experiments,
primarily those for vaccine development, will still require
horse studies. At a technological level, the systems provide
the required level of tissue complexity that is needed for a
better understanding of virus pathogenesis; however, upgrades
are still required to mimic and recapitulate the complicated in
vivo situation.

The development of the horse-on-a-chip would be the
suitable upgrade and may represent the future of pathogenesis
models. The model would depend on the fabrication of
two parallel microchannels with a thin, porous, and flexible
polydimethylsiloxane (PDMS) membrane to recreate tissue-
tissue interfaces. Epithelial cells and microvascular endothelial
cells would be grown on the upper and lower microchannels
on the collagen-coated PDMS membrane (Figure 1D). Different
models of specialized tissues (e.g., blood vessels, gut, liver, kidney,
lung, and brain) can now be commercially microfabricated.

TABLE 1 | Main differences between 3D and 2D culture systems.

Three dimensions (3D) cell culture

Two dimensions (2D) cell culture

Merits Closely mimic the in vivo microenvironment; particularly, cell-cell and Cells are grown in monolayers, which allow them to receive equal
cell-extracellular matrix interactions, communication, and signaling pathway amount of nutrients and growth factors
Multicellular system: it provides an opportunity to co-culture multiple cell types to Monolayers are composed mainly of living cells; since dead cells are
mimic the in vivo conditions detached and easily removed from culture
Gene expression profiles are more comparable to in vivo environment Often proliferate at a faster rate
Cell morphology is closely similar to its natural shape More cells are likely to be in the same stage of cell cycle
Flexible: culture conditions can be modified to recapitulate a particular Well-established
microenvironment
More stable in culture and can survive longer, which is suitable for long-term Easy to observe, measure and analyze
studies
Cost effective; based on the assay Cheap
Bridges the gap between in vitro assays and in vivo studies
Minimize the use of animal models
Suitable for high-throughput platforms
Demerits Cells are existing in various cell cycle stages; including proliferation, apoptosis, Abnormal morphology of cells (flat and stretched) compared to in vivo
and necrosis
Cells (especially those in the core) do not receive equal amounts of nutrients, Cells do not mimic the physiological in vivo microenvironment or
oxygen, or growth factors due to the lack the complex vascular systems organ-specific structural organizations
Risk of transmission of infections agents from living-derived materials used to Display different gene profiles compared to in vivo environment
fabricate scaffolds
Reproducibility is an issue due to batch-to-batch variations of biomimetic Survive for short time before trypsinization
scaffolds
Microscopy imaging quality is a challenge based on scaffold sizes and material
transparency
Optimization of different protocols
Expensive for large-scale studies and high throughput assays
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TABLE 2 | Features of microfluidic systems.

Merits Demerits

Mimic in vivo microenvironment, including
dynamic conditions and shear forces

Need well-experience personnel

Tailoring the needs of single-cell or Several optimizations

multi-cellular cultures in the same chip
Reduce contamination risk Microfabrication is a challenge
High throughput experimentations

Controlled co-culture conditions via costumed
chip architectures

Direct coupling to downstream analysis
systems

Real-time

Single cell handling flexibility

Feasibility to track cell-cell interaction, cell
proliferation, progress of infection and virus
spread using live-cell imaging

Very cost effective: it utilizes reagents in
nanoscale volumes

Enable better cell growth and proliferation in 3D
culture systems

Incorporate analytical biosensors into the
culture platform

To study virus infection and transfer, infected PBMC would
be allowed to flow with the medium over the epithelial or
endothelial monolayers in the presence or absence of neutralizing
antibodies. PBMC interaction with both monolayers could then
be visualized and tracked using live cell imaging as described
above. The flow kinetics of infected PBMC as well as virus
transfer can be also studied (28-30).

Mesenchymal stem cells (MSC) are an attractive model that
have been explored recently to study the pathogenesis of EHV-
1. MSC have the potential to differentiate into any type of cells of
mesodermal origin (31). Equine MSC can be derived from variety
of sources such as amniotic fluid, umbilical cord blood, peripheral
blood, bone marrow, adipose tissue, or gingival and periodontal
ligament (32, 33). It was shown that MSC cells are permissive for
EHV-1 lytic infection and that complete virus replication cycles
can take place in these cells (34). The Self-renewable and multi-
potent capacities of MSC (35) with their potential to be used in
3D cell culture/organoid platforms make them a useful tool to
further study in vitro organogenesis and disease modeling. Given
the fact that clinical disorders associated with EHV-1 infection
are due to ischemic tissue injury (36, 37) and that MSC can
promote angiogenesis (34), MSC based-organoids may provide

REFERENCES

1. Davison AJ, Eberle R, Ehlers B, Hayward GS, Mcgeoch D], Minson
AC, et al. The order herpesvirales. Arch Virol. (2009) 154:171-7.
doi: 10.1007/s00705-008-0278-4

2. Azab W, Dayaram A, Greenwood AD, Osterrieder N. How
host  specific are  herpesviruses? from  herpesviruses
infecting wild and endangered mammals Annu  Rev  Virol.

lessons

an advanced in vitro tool that enables more physiologically-
relevant experiments to be performed.

Three (3D) cell culture matrices are now widely accepted
as highly complex and dynamic systems that promote many
biological relevant functions through properly regulated cell-
cell and cell-matrix interactions, and the dynamic distribution
of oxygen, nutrients and other molecules. Currently, there
are several reports that have confirmed significant differences
in the morphology, viability, response to stimuli, gene and
protein expression, proliferation, migration, and functionality
of cells between 3D and 2D cell cultures (Table 1), which
support the transition from 2D to 3D cell culture systems
(38-40). Microfluidic technology can create a controllable,
reproducible and optimizable dynamic microenvironment that
mimics the in vivo environment and provides efficient and
high throughput cellular analysis and in situ monitoring of
cellular events (Table2). The combination of microfluidic
technology with 3D cell culture has great potential for
in vivo-like tissue-based applications. This system has been
widely used to study cell biology for biomedical applications,
genetic assays, protein studies, intracellular signaling, multidrug
resistance, drug toxicity, inflammatory responses, early-response
cytokines, activation of vascular endothelium, up-regulation
of adhesion molecules, and pathogen detection (29, 30, 38,
40, 41). A well-designed horse-on-a-chip microdevice could
combine microfluidics and biotechnology techniques, represent
alternatives to mimic the multicellular architectures, tissue-
tissue interfaces, and physicochemical microenvironments. Such
system will provide better levels of tissue and organ functionality
compared with conventional cell culture systems, and have great
potential to advance the study of disease etiology and drug
discovery and development.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

MK wrote part of the introduction and the contact and flow
chamber assay sections. SP wrote part of the abstract and
introduction, nasal explant and EREC sections. KO edited and
corrected the manuscript. WA designed the article, edited, wrote
and corrected the manuscript.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This work was supported by the unrestricted funds made
available by Dr. Manfred Semmer to the Equine Herpesvirus
Program at Freie Universitat Berlin to KO and the DFG grant
AZ97/3-2to WA.

(2018)
043227

3. Patel JR, Heldens J. Equine herpesviruses 1 (EHV-1) and 4 (EHV-4)-
epidemiology, disease and immunoprophylaxis: a brief review. Vet J. (2005)
170:14-23. doi: 10.1016/j.tvjl.2004.04.018

4. Ma G, Azab W, Osterrieder N. Equine herpesviruses type 1 (EHV-1) and 4
(EHV-4)-masters of co-evolution and a constant threat to equids and beyond.
Vet Microbiol. (2013) 167:123-34. doi: 10.1016/j.vetmic.2013.06.018

5:53-68. doi: 10.1146/annurev-virology-092917-

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org

July 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 251


https://doi.org/10.1007/s00705-008-0278-4
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-virology-092917-043227
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tvjl.2004.04.018
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vetmic.2013.06.018
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science#articles

Kamel et al.

EHV-1 Current in vitro Models

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

. Smith D, Hamblin A, Edington N. Equid herpesvirus 1 infection of

endothelial cells requires activation of putative adhesion molecules: an in vitro
model. Clin Exp Immunol. (2002) 129:281-7. doi: 10.1046/j.1365-2249.2002.0
1463.x

. Goehring LS, Hussey GS, Ashton LV, Schenkel AR, Lunn DP. Infection

of central nervous system endothelial cells by cell-associated EHV-
1. Vet Microbiol. (2010) 148:389-95. doi: 10.1016/j.vetmic.2010.
08.030

. Vandekerckhove AP, Glorieux S, Gryspeerdt A, Steukers L, Van Doorsselaere

J, Osterrieder N, et al. Equine alphaherpesviruses (EHV-1 and EHV-4)
differ in their efficiency to infect mononuclear cells during early steps
of infection in nasal mucosal explants. Vet Microbiol. (2011) 152:21-8.
doi: 10.1016/j.vetmic.2011.03.038

. Soboll Hussey G, Ashton LV, Quintana AM, Lunn DP, Goehring LS,

Annis K, et al. Innate immune responses of airway epithelial cells to
infection with equine herpesvirus-1. Vet Microbiol. (2014) 170:28-38.
doi: 10.1016/j.vetmic.2014.01.018

. Spiesschaert B, Goldenbogen B, Taferner S, Schade M, Mahmoud M,

Klipp E, et al. Role of gB and pUS3 in equine herpesvirus 1 transfer
between peripheral blood Mononuclear cells and endothelial cells: a
dynamic in vitro model. J Virol. (2015) 89:11899-908. doi: 10.1128/JVI.0
1809-15

Stokol T, Yeo WM, Burnett D, Deangelis N, Huang T, Osterrieder N, et al.
Equid herpesvirus type 1 activates platelets. PLoS ONE. (2015) 10:e0122640.
doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0122640

Kydd JH, Slater J, Osterrieder N, Lunn DP, Antczak DE Azab W,
et al. Third international havemeyer workshop on equine herpesvirus
type 1. Equine Vet J. (2012) 44:513-7. doi: 10.1111/j.2042-3306.2012.0
0604.x

Vandekerckhove A, Glorieux S, Broeck WV, Gryspeerdt A, Van Der Meulen
KM, Nauwynck HJ. In vitro culture of equine respiratory mucosa explants.
Vet J. (2009) 181:280-7. doi: 10.1016/.tvjl.2008.03.027

Vandekerckhove AP, Glorieux S, Gryspeerdt AC, Steukers L, Duchateau
L, Osterrieder N, et al. Replication kinetics of neurovirulent versus
non-neurovirulent equine herpesvirus type 1 strains in equine nasal
mucosal explants. ] Gen Virol. (2010) 91:2019-28. doi: 10.1099/vir.0.01
9257-0

Baghi HB, Nauwynck HJ. Impact of equine herpesvirus type 1 (EHV-
1) infection on the migration of monocytic cells through equine
nasal mucosa. Comp Immunol Microbiol Infect Dis. (2014) 37:321-9.
doi: 10.1016/j.cimid.2014.09.004

Baghi HB, Nauwynck HJ. Effect of equine herpesvirus type 1 (EHV-1)
infection of nasal mucosa epithelial cells on integrin alpha 6 and on different
components of the basement membrane. Arch Virol. (2016) 161:103-10.
doi: 10.1007/s00705-015-2643-4

Van Cleemput J, Poelaert KCK, Laval K, Maes R, Hussey GS, Van Den
Broeck W, et al. Access to a main alphaherpesvirus receptor, located
basolaterally in the respiratory epithelium, is masked by intercellular
junctions. Sci  Reports. (2017) 7:16804. doi: 10.1038/s41598-017-1
6804-5

Negussie H, Li Y, Tessema TS, Nauwynck HJ. Replication characteristics
of equine herpesvirus 1 and equine herpesvirus 3: comparative analysis
using ex vivo tissue cultures. Vet Res. (2016) 47:19. doi: 10.1186/s13567-016-
0305-5

Vonbonsdorff CH, Fuller SD, Simons K. Apical and basolateral endocytosis
in madin-darby canine kidney (Mdck) cells grown on nitrocellulose
filters. Embo J. (1985) 4:2781-92. doi: 10.1002/j.1460-2075.1985.tb0
4004.x

Handler JS, Preston AS, Steele RE. Factors affecting the differentiation
of epithelial transport and responsiveness to hormones. Fed Proc.
(1984) 43:2221-4.

Rousset M. The human colon carcinoma cell lines HT-29 and Caco-
2: two in vitro models for the study of intestinal differentiation.
Biochimie. (1986) 68:1035-40. doi: 10.1016/S0300-9084(86)8
0177-8

Quintana AM, Landolt GA, Annis KM, Hussey GS. Immunological
characterization of the equine airway epithelium and of a
primary equine airway epithelial cell culture model. Vet Immunol

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

Immunopathol. ~ (2011)  140:226-36.  doi:
12.008

Soboll Hussey G, Ashton LV, Quintana AM, Van De Walle GR, Osterrieder
N, Lunn DP. Equine herpesvirus type 1 pUL56 modulates innate responses of
airway epithelial cells. Virology. (2014) 464-5:76-86. doi: 10.1016/j.virol.2014.
05.023

Poelaert KCK, Van Cleemput J, Laval K, Favoreel HW, Hussey GS, Maes
RK, et al. Abortigenic but not neurotropic equine herpes virus 1 modulates
the interferon antiviral defense. Front Cell Infect Microbiol. (2018) 8:312.
doi: 10.3389/fcimb.2018.00312

Soboll Hussey G, Hussey SB, Wagner B, Horohov DW, Van De Walle GR,
Osterrieder N, et al. Evaluation of immune responses following infection
of ponies with an EHV-1 ORF1/2 deletion mutant. Vet Res. (2011) 42:23.
doi: 10.1186/1297-9716-42-23

Ma G, Feineis S, Osterrieder N, Van De Walle GR. Identification
and characterization of equine herpesvirus type 1 pUL56 and its
in virus-induced downregulation of major histocompatibility
complex «class I ] Virol. (2012) 86:3554-63. doi: 10.1128/JVIL.0
6994-11

Thormann N, Van De Walle GR, Azab W, Osterrieder N. The role of
secreted glycoprotein G of equine herpesvirus type 1 and type 4 (EHV-1 and
EHV-4) in immune modulation and virulence. Virus Res. (2012) 169:203-11.
doi: 10.1016/j.virusres.2012.07.029

Laval K, Favoreel HW, Poelaert KC, Van Cleemput ], Nauwynck HJ.
Equine herpesvirus type 1 enhances viral replication in CD172a+ monocytic
cells upon adhesion to endothelial cells. J Virol. (2015) 89:10912-23.
doi: 10.1128/JV1.01589-15

Huh D, Fujioka H, Tung YC, Futai N, Paine R III, Grotberg JB,
et al. Acoustically detectable lung injury
by fluid mechanical stresses in microfluidic airway systems. Proc
Natl Acad Sci USA. (2007) 104:18886-91. doi: 10.1073/pnas.06108
68104

Huh D, Matthews BD, Mammoto A, Montoya-Zavala M, Hsin HY, Ingber
DE. Reconstituting organ-level lung functions on a chip. Science. (2010)
328:1662-8. doi: 10.1126/science.1188302

Huh D, Kim HJ, Fraser JP, Shea DE, Khan M, Bahinski A, et al
Microfabrication of human organs-on-chips. Nat Protoc. (2013) 8:2135-57.
doi: 10.1038/nprot.2013.137

Stewart MC, Stewart AA. Mesenchymal stem cells: characteristics, sources,
and mechanisms of action. Vet Clin North Am Equine Pract. (2011) 27:243-61.
doi: 10.1016/j.cveq.2011.06.004

De Schauwer C, Meyer E, Van De Walle GR, Van Soom A. Markers
of stemness in equine mesenchymal stem cells: a plea for uniformity.
Theriogenology. (2011) 75:1431-43. doi: 10.1016/j.theriogenology.2010.
11.008

Spaas JH, De Schauwer C, Cornillie P, Meyer E, Van Soom A, Van
De Walle GR. Culture and characterisation of equine peripheral blood
mesenchymal stromal cells. Vet J. (2013) 195:107-13. doi: 10.1016/j.tvjL.2012.
05.006

Bussche L, Van De Walle GR. Peripheral blood-derived mesenchymal

10.1016/j.vetimm.2010.

role

cellular-level induced

stromal cells promote angiogenesis via paracrine stimulation of
vascular endothelial growth factor secretion in the equine model.
Stem  Cells Transl Med. (2014) 3:1514-25. doi: 10.5966/sctm.
2014-0138

Pennington MR, Curtis TM, Divers T], Wagner B, Ness SL, Tennant BC,
et al. Equine mesenchymal stromal cells from different sources efficiently
differentiate into hepatocyte-like cells. Tissue Eng C Methods. (2016) 22:596—-
607. doi: 10.1089/ten.tec.2015.0403

Smith KC, Mumford JA, Lakhani K. A comparison of equid herpesvirus-
1 (EHV-1) vascular lesions in the early versus late pregnant equine
uterus. J Comp Pathol. (1996) 114:231-47. doi: 10.1016/S0021-9975(96)8
0045-4

Wilson WD. Equine herpesvirus 1 myeloencephalopathy. Vet Clin
North Am Equine Pract. (1997) 13:53-72. doi: 10.1016/S0749-0739(17)3
0255-9

Li XJ, Valadez AV, Zuo P, Nie Z. Microfluidic 3D cell culture: potential
application for tissue-based bioassays. Bioanalysis. (2012) 4:1509-25.
doi: 10.4155/bio.12.133

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org

July 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 251


https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2249.2002.01463.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vetmic.2010.08.030
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vetmic.2011.03.038
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vetmic.2014.01.018
https://doi.org/10.1128/JVI.01809-15
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0122640
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.2042-3306.2012.00604.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tvjl.2008.03.027
https://doi.org/10.1099/vir.0.019257-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cimid.2014.09.004
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00705-015-2643-4
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-16804-5
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13567-016-0305-5
https://doi.org/10.1002/j.1460-2075.1985.tb04004.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0300-9084(86)80177-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vetimm.2010.12.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.virol.2014.05.023
https://doi.org/10.3389/fcimb.2018.00312
https://doi.org/10.1186/1297-9716-42-23
https://doi.org/10.1128/JVI.06994-11
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.virusres.2012.07.029
https://doi.org/10.1128/JVI.01589-15
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0610868104
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1188302
https://doi.org/10.1038/nprot.2013.137
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cveq.2011.06.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.theriogenology.2010.11.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tvjl.2012.05.006
https://doi.org/10.5966/sctm.2014-0138
https://doi.org/10.1089/ten.tec.2015.0403
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0021-9975(96)80045-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0749-0739(17)30255-9
https://doi.org/10.4155/bio.12.133
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science#articles

Kamel et al.

EHV-1 Current in vitro Models

39. Edmondson R, Broglie JJ, Adcock AF, Yang LJ. Three-dimensional cell
culture systems and their applications in drug discovery and cell-based
biosensors. Assay Drug Dev Technol. (2014) 12:207-18. doi: 10.1089/adt.
2014.573

40. Gupta N, Liu JR, Patel B, Solomon DE, Vaidya B, Gupta V. Microfluidics-
based 3D cell culture models: Utility in novel drug discovery and
delivery research. Bioeng Transl Med. (2016) 1:63-81. doi: 10.1002/btm2.
10013

41. Toh YC, Zhang C, Zhang ], Khong YM, Chang S, Samper VD, et al. A novel 3D
mammalian cell perfusion-culture system in microfluidic channels. Lab Chip.
(2007) 7:302-9. doi: 10.1039/b614872g

Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was
conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could
be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

Copyright © 2019 Kamel, Pavulraj, Osterrieder and Azab. This is an open-access
article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC
BY). The use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided
the original author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original
publication in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice.
No use, distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these
terms.

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org

July 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 251


https://doi.org/10.1089/adt.2014.573
https://doi.org/10.1002/btm2.10013
https://doi.org/10.1039/b614872g
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science#articles

	EHV-1 Pathogenesis: Current in vitro Models and Future Perspectives
	Introduction
	Ex vivo Nasal Explants
	EREC Culture
	Contact Assays
	Flow Chamber System
	Conclusion and Future Perspectives
	Author Contributions
	Acknowledgments
	References


