
ORIGINAL RESEARCH
published: 04 October 2019

doi: 10.3389/fvets.2019.00342

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org 1 October 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 342

Edited by:

Emily Patterson-Kane,

American Veterinary Medical

Association, United States

Reviewed by:

Andrew Donaldson,

Newcastle University, United Kingdom

Amy Proctor,

Newcastle University, United Kingdom

*Correspondence:

Gareth Enticott

enticottg@cardiff.ac.uk

Specialty section:

This article was submitted to

Veterinary Humanities and Social

Sciences,

a section of the journal

Frontiers in Veterinary Science

Received: 12 June 2019

Accepted: 20 September 2019

Published: 04 October 2019

Citation:

Crimes D and Enticott G (2019)

Assessing the Social and

Psychological Impacts of Endemic

Animal Disease Amongst Farmers.

Front. Vet. Sci. 6:342.

doi: 10.3389/fvets.2019.00342

Assessing the Social and
Psychological Impacts of Endemic
Animal Disease Amongst Farmers
Delyth Crimes and Gareth Enticott*

School of Geography and Planning, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, Cardiff University, Cardiff,

United Kingdom

Outbreaks of exotic animal disease, such as Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) are

associated with social and psychological impacts amongst farmers. Whilst claims of

similar impacts for endemic diseases have been made, there is little empirical evidence

to justify these assertions. This paper provides a descriptive analysis of the social and

psychological impacts of bovine Tuberculosis (bTB) in Wales. Specifically, the paper

focuses on farmers subjective well-being and presenteeism—their propensity to work

suboptimally when suffering mental health problems. Results from longitudinal qualitative

interviews with 16 beef and dairy farmers reveal how they derive satisfaction from their

work and their emotional connection to animals, whilst the weather and red tape are most

likely to affect their quality of life. Data from a postal survey (n= 582) using threemeasures

of SWB, however, finds mixed evidence that animal disease is associated with farmer

well-being. For all farmers surveyed, there were no significant differences in well-being

between farms with and without bTB. For those farms in areas with high bTB prevalence,

two of the three measures of subjective well-being showed lower levels of well-being for

farmers with a history of bTB (p< 0.05). In conclusion, the paper discusses the policy and

methodological implications for future studies of farmer well-being and animal disease.

Keywords: subjective well-being, presenteeism, social impacts, psychological impacts, animal disease, bovine

Tuberculosis, farmers

INTRODUCTION

Since the 2001 outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in the United Kingdom, it has become
widely accepted that animal disease causes emotional distress to farmers and animal keepers. These
socio-psychological impacts arise from the consequences of disease management which disrupt
farmers emotional bonds with their animals and the landscapes they create, and the local farming
communities in which they are situated (1–9). Other studies have documented the economic
impact of outbreaks of exotic disease and their subsequent effects upon farmers (10–12). Managing
the mental health impacts of exotic and endemic disease outbreaks have therefore become just
as important as managing animal diseases themselves. For instance, following the discovery of
mycoplasma bovis in New Zealand, and an eradication plan entailing the culling of 150,000 cattle,
farmers’ leaders emphasized the need for mental health interventions to help farmers cope with
losing their herds and potentially their businesses (13).
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Whilst these accounts focus on the social and psychological
impacts associated with emergency responses to exotic diseases,
attempts to analyze the impacts of endemic disease are rare. On
the face of it, these impacts are arguably likely to be similar:
farmersmay still experience a sense of loss following the slaughter
of infected animals, and economic consequences may cause
further mental stress. However, just as with human disease
(14, 15), or other environmental risks (16, 17), the impact of
endemic disease may be lessened by the familiarity with disease
and the development of coping strategies to allow farmers to live
with disease. Moreover, the constant presence of endemic disease
calls for a broader methodological debate to help disentangle the
social and psychological impacts of animal disease from those
that are felt by farmers as a matter of course (18, 19), evidenced
through higher levels of suicide amongst farmers than the general
population (20). Whilst studies of exotic disease have employed
innovative methods (21) and challenged the use of objective
indicators (22) there remains a need to extend these perspectives
to studies of endemic disease, whilst also testing and developing
new methods of accounting for the socio-psychological impacts
of animal disease.

The aim of this paper is therefore to analyze the socio-
psychological impacts of an endemic cattle disease using
measures of subjective well-being (broadly defined as life
satisfaction) and “presenteeism” (defined as the extent and effect
of attending work whilst ill). To do this, the paper draws on a
survey and qualitative interviews of cattle farmers in Wales to
assess the impacts of bovine Tuberculosis (bTB). The paper is
structured as follows. Firstly, we provide a brief background on
bTB before describing in-depth the two measures used to assess
the socio-psychological impacts of the disease. Secondly, we
analyze farmers’ perceptions of well-being. Thirdly, we estimate
levels of well-being and presenteeism amongst farmers with and
without bTB. Finally, we conclude by considering the wider
policy and methodological implications of these findings.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Background
It is frequently argued that bTB is the United Kingdom’s
most pressing endemic animal disease problem, resulting in the
slaughter of 55,000 cattle each year at a cost of £100 million to
the government (23, 24). Whilst other endemic diseases such
as mastitis have a greater economic impact to cattle farmers
(25), the complexities of managing bTB have the potential
to cause greater socio-psychological impacts. As a statutory
notifiable disease, government rather than farmers is responsible
for managing bTB. However, the control of bTB is made complex
by the involvement of badgers in spreading the disease, public
attitudes to badger culling, scientific controversy, farmers’ disease
management practices, and economic incentives (26). Moreover,
the statutory test and slaughter surveillance program can result
in the kinds of emotional impacts experienced during FMD
when cattle are killed in the wrong place or time of their lives
(27). Farming organizations have contested the Government’s
reluctance to initiate badger culling proposals on scientific
grounds, but also by highlighting the socio-psychological impacts

of bTB to farmers, specifically the emotional and mental health
consequences of bTB incidents (28).

The socio-psychological impacts of bTB are felt in various
ways. The confirmation of a positive bTB test leads to the
slaughter of infected animals. Whilst this can trigger emotional
impacts to a farmer, and his/her family, the incident may also
lead to economic impacts as trade is restricted. Although dairy
farmers may continue to sell their milk as normal, selling store
cattle or breeding stock is prohibited. The loss of milking cows
will impact upon the ability to meet milk supply contracts. Herds
under bTB restrictions may be allowed to restock if licenses are
agreed by Government vets but negotiating a license may provide
additional stress. Moreover, whilst compensation is provided for
slaughtered cattle, this is unlikely to cover replacement costs or
the indirect costs of additional feed for cattle that would have
been sold in normal circumstances. Like FMD, an incident of
bTB may also lead to a perception of stigma particularly for those
farmers who rely on breeding and showing pedigree animals.

Despite these claims, there is no published academic research
on the effect of bTB upon farmers’ well-being or their ability to
work. Some research has highlighted how farmers have become
fatalistic, believing there is nothing they can do to prevent a bTB
outbreak (29). Other qualitative research by farming charities
concerned with farmers’ welfare suggests that bTB is associated
with increased levels of anxiety amongst farmers (30). However,
this research is based on a self-selecting sample of farmers seeking
support and offers no comparison with farmers without bTB.
Other quantitative cross-sectional research finds mixed findings.
For example, one study of farmers’ psychiatric morbidity shows
that bTB is associated with higher levels of stress than found in
the general population. The duration of the bTB incident rather
than the number of animals lost to the disease is associated with
farmers’ anxiety. Yet, whilst dairy farmers with long running bTB
breakdowns experience high levels of stress, for other farm types
the effects of bTB appear to be non-existent or even associated
with higher levels of mental health (31).

Approach
Previous attempts to measure farmers’ mental health have relied
on objective assessments, such as suicide levels (20, 32–36)
or medical assessments of psychiatric morbidity as measured
through standardized assessment scales (11, 34, 37–42). Other
attempts have talked loosely about “farmer stress,” yet as Lobley
(18) argues, stress is usually imprecisely defined. Our approach
differs by measuring farmers’ subjective well-being and its
consequences in the form of work “presenteeism” (43). Details
of each are provided below.

Subjective Well-Being
Subjective well-being (SWB) is derived from the difference
between mental well-being (i.e., psychological functioning, life-
satisfaction and ability to develop and maintain mutually
benefitting relationships, personal growth, purpose in life and
self-esteem) and mental illness (i.e., mental disorders affecting
mood, affect and functioning) [(44), p. 2]. SWB refers to the
extent to which a positive affect or emotion is felt, and the
degree of life satisfaction (45). In this sense, SWB is a positive
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physical, social, and mental state, not just the absence of pain,
discomfort and incapacity. It requires basic needs to be met,
that individuals have a sense of purpose, and that they feel able
to achieve important personal goals and participate in society.
SWB is enhanced by conditions that include supportive personal
relationships, strong and inclusive communities, good health,
financial and personal security, rewarding employment, and a
healthy and attractive environment [(46), p. 106].

SWB is generally acknowledged to cover two distinct
dimensions (47). Firstly the hedonic dimension includes the
subjective experience of happiness or affect and life satisfaction.
Hedonic attributes of well-being are those in which the concept
of happiness is primarily associated with seeking pleasure and is
related to positive affect and having no worries (48). Secondly, the
eudaimonic dimension covers positive psychological functioning,
good relationships with others and self realization. The latter
includes the capacity for self development, positive relations with
others, autonomy, self acceptance and competence [(44), p. 7].
This second dimension is sometimes referred to as the degree of
contentment an individual perceives their aspirations have been
met [(49), p. 10]. Although different, these two dimensions are
seen to compliment each other (48).

Measurements of SWB have been promoted as a reaction
to the inability of economic measures, such as Gross Domestic
Product, to fully capture a population’s well-being (50). In the
United Kingdom, measures of SWB have been collected at a
national scale as part of the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
remit to measure national well-being. Although a number of
measures of SWB exist, this research employed two distinct
scales. Firstly, to provide national-level comparisons, the ONS’
quality of life questions were used. These ask respondents to
rate their quality of life in relation to four dimensions along a
0–10 scale (question wording is shown in Table 5). Secondly,
the validated short Warwick Edinburgh Mental Well-being Scale
(SWEMWBS) was used (44, 51). This consists of seven statements
against which respondents are asked to rate their feelings over
the last 2 weeks on a five-point scale (see Table 5 for question
wording). These statements aim to measure a person’s subjective
well-being and psychological functioning using eudaimonic and
hedonic perspectives. The overall score for this scale is calculated
using the total scores from each statement giving a possible range
of between 7 and 35. These seven statements have also been used
in the UK Household Longitudinal Study and the ONS National
Well-being Wheel of Measures (52) therefore allowing national
level comparisons to be made.

Presenteeism
SWB can contribute to work absenteeism. However, it may also
contribute to presenteeism—defined as the loss in productivity
that occurs when employees come to work but function at less
than full capacity because of ill health [(53), p. 3]. Presenteeism
is particularly suited to measuring the impacts of mental health
and other conditions in farming given that most farmers will be
self-employed. Studies have frequently shown that farmers see
“hard work” as part of their cultural identity (54), have a stoical
attitude (55) and feel compelled to turn up to work whilst ill
especially if the business is run single handed. Similarly, there is

evidence to show that employees who have confidence in their
abilities and have a high self-esteem are prone to higher levels
of presenteeism particularly when workers are exposed to high
physical and psychological work demands (27).

Although challenging, presenteeism can be measured using
a mix of health-related measurements with assessments of
productivity and economy (56–58). However, all of them make
some sort of attempt to connect perceived levels of mental
health with subjective or objective data of productivity (59). One
such measure is the Stanford Presenteeism Scale (SPS) (60, 61).
The SPS was originally developed to measure the impact of
health related problems on work productivity. Presenteeism is
measured through two different mechanisms. Firstly, 6 items in
the SPS relate to a workers’ productivity in relation to a specific
health complaint. Secondly, respondents are asked to assess their
usual level of productivity and their productivity when they
are suffering from a health complaint (see Table 5 for question
wording). Collins et al. (62) calculate the difference between these
levels of productivity and relate it to the amount respondents
are paid to calculate productivity losses. Results give an overall
score range between 6 and 30 with higher scores associated with
higher presenteeism and self-perceived capability to focus on and
complete works tasks.

Postal Survey
Data were collected on farmers’ SWB and levels of presenteeism
using a postal questionnaire. The survey included the
aforementioned SWB (ONS and SWEMWBS) and presenteeism
(SPS) scales. In addition, the survey collected data on respondent
characteristics, farm type and management, pressures facing
farmers, and attitudes toward bTB policy. Attitudinal questions
used 1–5 scales ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree.
Respondents were also able to add additional comments in
free-text boxes.

A postal questionnaire was distributed to 1,800 farmers in
Wales in May/June 2013. Respondents were randomly sampled
from the Animal and Plant Health Agency’s bTB database. The
sampling frame was based on a quota sample of 600 each of dairy
and beef cattle farmers across Wales, and a randomly selected
group of 600 farms that were experiencing a bTB incident at the
time survey. The survey was printed in both English and Welsh
languages with 8% completing in Welsh which were translated
by a native Welsh speaker. The overall response rate was 33%
(n = 582) and the specific areas of Wales that generated the
highest proportion of responses were: Carmarthenshire (18%
of all responses), Pembrokeshire (17%), Mid Powys (12%), and
Gwent (10%). Respondents were supplied with a pre-paid return
envelope and a reminder was sent to participants 3 weeks into the
survey period to encourage response.

Given that bTB and mental well-being feature in attempts to
influence Government policy, it was important to minimize the
potential for social desirability bias. The survey was therefore
described as an attempt to understand farmers’ well-being, rather
than explicitly the effect of bTB on farmers’ well-being. Any
questions relating directly to bTB were placed at the end of
the questionnaire after the questions on well-being to minimize
bias. In addition, the SPS productivity questions were adapted to
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exclude direct reference to bTB in order to minimize bias and
allow comparison with bTB-free farms.

Qualitative Interviews
To explore in more depth the socio-psychological impact of
bTB, 16 farmers were interviewed three times over 18 months.
Respondents were based in four areas of Wales with the highest
bTB prevalence. Farmers were identified with the assistance of
local vets in each area who recommended potential farmers
from their knowledge of bTB incidents. Those that agreed
to participate were asked about the meaning of well-being
with farmers, the socio-psychological impacts of bTB and were
observed during bTB-related events on the farm, such as bTB
testing. To ensure confidentiality, all names of respondents have

been removed and areas coded alphabetically. Characteristics of
each respondent are shown in Table 1. Further methodological
details are found in Crimes (63).

Analysis
Survey data were coded and entered into SPSS. Coding followed
the instructions relevant to the SWEMWBS and SPS. To
test for significant differences between farm types and bTB
status, bivariate significance tests (independent samples t-
tests) were used. Multiple response questions were coded into
discrete categories. For example, questions asking about farm
disease threats were coded into six main categories reflecting
different disease types. These included: diseases that affected
the fertility of cattle (e.g., IBR, BVD); bovine Tuberculosis;

TABLE 1 | Breakdown of farm characteristics for farmer participants.

Farm Farm enterprises Herd size Farm size (acres) bTB status Oct 2012a bTB status April 2014a

Beef farm, area 1 Beef 19 108 Free Free

Dairy farm, area 1 Dairy and beef 240 250 Free Restricted

Beef and sheep farm, area 1 Suckler beef and sheep 16 140 Free Free

Dairy and sheep farm, area 1 Dairy and sheep 200 350 Free Restricted

Dairy farm a, area 2 Dairy only 325 140 Restricted Restricted

Dairy farm b, area 2 Dairy only 100 225 Free Free

Dairy farm c, area 2 Dairy only 160 350 Restricted Free

Dairy farm d, area 2 Dairy only 220 200 Restricted Free

Dairy and beef farm, area 2 Dairy and beef 300 400 Restricted Free

Beef farm, area 3 Suckler beef 61 138 Restricted Restricted

Beef and sheep farm, area 3 Suckler beef and sheep 160 tbc Restricted Free

Dairy farm, area 3 Dairy and beef 486 400 Restricted Free

Beef and sheep farm, area 4 Suckler beef and sheep 60 277 Restricted Free

Dairy and beef farm, area 4 Dairy, beef and sheep 600 500 Restricted Free

Beef and arable farm, area 4 Beef and arable 160 500 Free Free

Dairy farm, area 4 Dairy only 120 250 Restricted Free

aRefers to bTB status of each farm at the start and end of the longitudinal interviews. Farms with bTB are restricted; farms without are free.

TABLE 2 | Proportion of farms by main farm type and geographical area.

Main farm type/Area Dairy (%) Suckler beef (%) Beef stores (%) Beef finishing (%) Arable (%) Sheep (%) Other (%) All %

All Wales 37 37 9 5 <1 10 2 –

Anglesey 1.0 3.4 6.2 7.7 – 1.8 15.4 3.1

Gwynedd 6.7 8.7 6.2 3.8 – 3.6 – 6.7

Clwyd 11.0 5.8 12.5 23.1 – 9.1 7.7 10.5

Ceredigion 8.6 10.1 8.3 – – 9.1 15.4 8.9

Pembrokeshire 24.8 13.0 12.5 15.4 – 7.3 23.1 17.4

Carmarthenshire 26.7 13.0 16.7 11.5 – 12.7 15.4 18.1

North Powys 5.2 2.9 4.2 3.8 – 9.1 – 4.5

Mid Powys 6.7 17.4 8.3 7.7 – 20.0 7.7 11.9

South Powys – 3.9 - 3.8 – 7.3 – 2.4

South Glamorgan 1.9 1.4 6.2 3.8 – – – 2.0

Mid Glamorgan 1.9 1.4 2.1 3.8 – – 7.7 1.8

West Glamorgan – 5.8 2.1 3.8 – – – 2.5

Gwent 5.7 12.1 12.5 11.5 100 16.4 7.7 10.3
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diseases that affect the productivity of cattle (e.g., mastitis);
diseases that affected youngstock (e.g., scour, pneumonia);
other cattle diseases; diseases that affected other animals on
the farm (e.g., orf in sheep); or none. Each respondent
had five opportunities to identify and rank a disease and
results from the survey show that in total, 1,680 disease
threats were cited (Table 3). A total of 170 farmers (32%)
wrote down the maximum of five diseases. Interviews were
fully transcribed and analyzed using QSR Nvivo 8 software.
Coding was carried out using an inductive approach by
initially keeping a record of codes that emerged during
transcription alongside those which were anticipated from the
existing literature.

ANALYSIS

Respondent Characteristics
Table 2 shows the farm types and geographical locations of
surveyed farmers. The average number of cattle on holdings
from the survey was 166 with a range of between 1 and
1,400 cattle. Geographically, most responses came from dairy
farms in from Carmarthenshire (26.7%) and Pembrokeshire
(24.8%). Seventy percentage of the farmers stated they were
owner occupiers, 14% were tenanted and 15% of mixed
tenure. Respondents tended to be elderly farmers: 33% were
aged 55–64, and 24% over 65. Just 0.5% were under 25.
This distribution reflects the average age of all farmers
in Wales of 55 (64). Most (89%) responses were from
male farmers.

Twenty one percentage of farms were under bTB restrictions
at the time of the survey. Of the remainder, 41% stated that
their farms had never been under bTB restriction with 59%
stating that they had been under bTB restrictions in the past.
The most frequently cited disease threat was bTB: three-quarters
(74%) of respondents mentioned this disease as a threat, and
it accounted for 26% of all disease mentions. As respondents
frequently had more than one enterprise on the farm, diseases
of other animals such as sheep, pigs or poultry were also
mentioned (Table 3).

Farmers Understandings of Well-Being
When farmers were asked to think about the definition of well-
being, what it meant to them and what they thought influenced
both positive and negative levels of well-being, analysis of the
interviews revealed a number of distinct themes in farmers’
understandings of well-being. They are as follows:

Well-Being as Health
The main association farmers drew with the concept of well-
being was with the idea of health. Farmers distinguished between
good physical and mental health as being a sign of well-being. In
relation to physical health, farmers commented that being fit and
able to work hard was a sign of well-being. For example:

“I would say well-being to me is being fit and healthy and probably

able to do what you want to a reasonable extent. That’s how I would

describe it.” (Dairy and beef farmer, area 4).

Closely related to physical health was mental health. One farming
couple believed that their mental well-being was not a problem
because of the enjoyment they received from farming and its
way of life. This farmer compared how farming had kept him
physically fit compared to others of his age who he had been at
school with who had pursued other careers.

Happiness
A second theme was of happiness which connects to the much
broader concept of eudaimonia identified in the well-being
literature rather than just the physical and mental aspects of
health. Several farmers commented that this sense of happiness
or contentment came directly from their work even though they
were probably working harder than they should. Happiness also
stemmed from farmers’ work with animals and the sense of pride
and enjoyment they got from that. This was particularly the case
in relation to pride in farmers stock and being able to complete
the cycle of birth to death, or demonstrate success in front of
fellow farmers:

“But I suppose the real joy out of it comes when you’re selling

something for, you know, good money or taking it to a show and

TABLE 3 | Diseases cited as most significant by surveyed farmers.

Disease concern Primary disease concern Top 5 disease concerns Primary disease concerns

Under bTB restriction Never had bTB Area bTB Prevalence

N Respondents

(%)

N All cases

(%)

All respondents

(%)

Yes (%) No (%) Never had

bTB (%)

Have had

bTB (%)

Low/

medium (%)

High risk

(%)

Fertility 29 5.0 227 13.5 39.0 0.9 6.3 4.8 7.9 7.3 3.8

bTB 283 48.6 433 25.8 74.4 84.2 42.4 20.5 60.0 33.7 59.3

Production diseases 57 9.8 287 17.1 49.3 3.5 11.8 14.5 10.3 15.5 7.4

Youngstock diseases 28 4.8 146 8.7 25.1 1.8 5.7 5.4 5.4 7.3 3.8

Other cattle diseases 8 1.4 83 4.9 14.3 0.0 1.8 4.8 0.0 2.0 1.1

Other animal diseases 96 16.5 411 24.5 70.6 6.1 19.5 30.1 11.6 19.2 15.4

No diseases 81 13.9 93 5.5 16.0 3.5 12.5 19.9 4.5 15.0 9.1
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winning or seeing that you’ve done something with it, like getting a

bull into AI or something like that.” (dairy and beef farmer, area 4).

Freedom and Individuality
Connected to the idea of respect, some farmers also commented
that being able to get on to do their job was inherently related to
well-being. For example:

“I don’t complain about my quality of life, because I’m quite happy,

I love my cows, I love my calves, so long as everybody leaves me

alone I’m quite happy.” (Dairy farmers a, area 2).

Similar ideas are expressed in ideas of good farming (65) in
which the bureaucracy of farming is seen in a negative light.
However, this sense of loneliness contrasts with other theories of
well-being which suggests that communal and social connectivity
are important:

“A good network of support and friendship and that sort of thing as

well which contributes to a feeling of well-being I would of thought

and rather than if you stayed slogging your guts out all day and you

don’t go through the farm gate you get, you feel probably depressed

and down, you get stressed and what have you and you need to

have that external factors that help you with feeling good about

yourself and life and what you’re doing I suppose isn’t it I would

think” (dairy farmer e, area 2).

Natural Living
Farming is a way of life rather than just an occupation. A
comparison is made here to a pleasurable working environment
with the example provided below of working in a city or those in
other occupations. One farmer felt that there were moments in
his working day when he would feel that the location of where he
worked counteracted the dull routine jobs particularly during the
winter months.

“It’s just been the usual mundane at the moment but there are, I

think, now and again a moment or something, it depends where

you are on the farm, you look around and you think it’s a nice place

to be anyway, we’ve got a few nice spots on the farm where we can

view right up to Preselis and so forth and you think it’s not a bad

spot to be in you know what I mean” (dairy farmer e, area 2).

Farming Pressures
Farmers were asked to rank in order of importance five farming
pressures. Seven broad themes emerged from the coding: finance,
the weather, bovine TB, red tape/bureaucracy, paperwork, farm
management, and other factors (see Table 4). It was clear from
the interviews, however, that some of these pressures were inter-
connected and affected different farmers in different ways.

Weather
Weather was cited as the most significant amount of stress by
over 70% of farmers. Extreme wind and rain or lack of rain, could
all make farming more stressful, placing pressure on budgets
by restricting the supply of animal feed. More broadly, farmers
connected the weather to seasonality. The seasons influence the
kinds of farming activities that are possible, and in doing so
impacting upon well-being:

“I look forward to the cows going out and the grass is growing like

hell and I know that the winter chores are coming to an end, because

it’s just the monotony of scraping out and feeding every day; how

these people keep their cows in all year round I don’t know because

I’m quite happy to see them go out, that’s why it’s been a pain in the

backside the last two summers” (Dairy farmer e, area 2).

“To me, seeing a calf or a lamb born, seeing new life. I’ve always

been. . . looked forward to lambing time because the time of year

is nice and the days are longer and. . . I don’t know what it is, I

don’t know, but seeing lambs born and helping them, pulling them

whatever, it just gives some. . . it’s a great pleasure.” (beef and sheep

farmers, area 3, Welsh Translation).

These preferences were individual: some farmers preferred
preferred the routine of working during the winter time as the
summer months could be very busy times. Harvesting could
take up long hours during the day and also was dependable on
climatic conditions.

TABLE 4 | Farming Pressures cited as most significant by surveyed farmers.

Farming pressure Primary farming pressure Top 5 farming pressures Primary farming pressure

Under bTB restriction Never had bTB Area bTB Prevalence

N Respondents

(%)

N All cases

(%)

All respondents

(%)

Yes (%) No (%) Never had

bTB (%)

Have had

bTB (%)

Low/

medium (%)

High risk

(%)

Finance 153 27.70 550 23.00 99.50 26.50 27.80 34.80 24.60 30.70 25.80

Weather 100 18.10 390 16.30 70.50 14.20 19.20 18.60 19.20 19.00 18.00

TB 96 17.40 273 11.40 49.40 31.00 13.90 8.70 18.30 11.60 20.50

Paperwork 78 14.10 256 10.70 46.30 8.80 15.30 13.00 14.60 14.80 14.00

Red tape 46 8.30 301 12.60 54.40 7.10 8.80 9.30 7.90 7.40 8.40

Farm management 72 13.00 440 18.40 79.60 12.40 13.40 13.00 14.20 14.80 12.10

Other 7 1.30 177 7.40 32.00 0.00 1.60 2.50 1.30 1.60 1.10
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TABLE 5 | SWB Questions, response scales, and mean scores.

Scale Question Response scale Mean response

ONS Overall how satisfied are you with your life nowadays? 0–10 (“not at all satisfied”—“completely satisfied”) 6.51

Overall to what extent do you feel the things you do in your life are

worthwhile?

0–10 (“not at all worthwhile”—“completely worthwhile”) 6.82

Overall how happy did you feel yesterday? 0–10 (“not at all happy”—“completely happy”) 6.90

Overall how anxious did you feel yesterday?a 0–10 (“not at all anxious”—“completely anxious”) 4.45

SWEWBMS I’ve been feeling optimistic about the future 1–5 (Strongly disagree—Strongly agree) 3.03

I’ve been feeling useful 3.53

I’ve been feeling relaxed 2.88

I’ve been dealing with problems well 3.52

I’ve been thinking clearly 3.63

I’ve been feeling close to other people 3.37

I’ve been able to make up my own mind about things 3.98

SPS The stresses of my job were much harder to handlea 1–5 (Strongly disagree—Strongly agree) 3.35

I was able to finish hard tasks in my work 3.59

I’ve been distracted from taking pleasure in my worka 3.27

I felt hopeless about finishing certain work tasksa 2.75

At work, I was able to focus on achieving my goals 3.45

I felt energetic enough to complete all my work 3.14

SPS productivity In the last month the % of my work time that I was as productive as

usual was:

Percentage of time 75.62

Compared to my usual level of productivity, in the last month the % of

my work that I was able to accomplish was:

75.22

In the last month, the % of my work time that I was likely to make more

mistakes than usual was:

26.30

Total ONS score 25.90

Total SWEMWBS score 23.92

Total SPS score 18.78

aScales are reversed when calculating combined scores.

Red Tape and Bureaucracy
Paperwork, form filling and the increased hours farmers have
to spend on these tasks rather than physically farming were
cited as key influences upon well-being. Whilst this pervaded
all aspects of farming, it was also reflected in farmers concerns
about the politics of farming and in the Welsh Governments
handling of bTB. To demonstrate, one farmer produced a volume
of paperwork during the interview:

“Let me just show you something a minute. That is the total

paperwork for one reactor and one doubtful [IR]. Pages and pages

[pages rustling]. There is no sense in the amount of paperwork that

they [Government] churn out.” (Beef farmer, area 4).

Finance
Financial pressures were connected to the restrictions the
weather and bTB placed on the way farmers could manage their
farm. For example, the weather affected business profitability due
to poor milk prices and higher feed costs. An outbreak of bTB
could lead to overstocking requiring more work and employing
additional staff to help with the workload. Feed, fertilizer and fuel
bills were elevated with more cattle to feed and the lack of income

from being unable to sell surplus livestock such as heifers for
breeding or store beef cattle unless they went directly to slaughter.

Whilst these impacts may appear to play into the cultural
identity of “hard work,” they also limited other aspects of
“good farming.” For example, in describing what they enjoyed
about farming, farmers referred to their contact with animals,
participating in agricultural social events, and maintaining a
tidy farm:

“I like to see a tidy farm, I like to see the fields in a nice state and

that’s really not happening at the moment, I like things to be tidy,

the hedges aren’t cut, there’s ruts in the field. . . I like improving the

farm, I like improving the farmwe have done that quite a bit as well,

I like putting down concrete and make the road look nice.” (dairy

farmer a, area 2).

Whilst this cultural ideal of farming was therefore a strong
influence in farmers’ well-being, either through regulation, a lack
of time or money, pressures such as bTB could prevent these
culturally symbolic aspects of farming from happening:

“What they get frustrated about is that [my children] like showing

calves, and they have their favourite calves, that they cannot take
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TABLE 6 | Analysis of farmer well-being and work productivity mean scores by

herd size and main farm type.

Farm type 1–50 51–150 151–250 251–500 501+

ONS Dairy 26.67 25.72 26.07 24.37 24.87

Suckler Beef 26.85 24.73 21.74 22.29 33.00

Beef Finishing/Stores 28.66 25.96 26.60 27.00 24.00

WEMWBS Dairy 22.44 24.06 23.98 23.94 24.39

Suckler Beef 24.38 23.37 23.12 23.86 23.00

Beef Finishing/Stores 26.31 24.12 23.00 22.33 27.00

SPS Dairy 18.78 19.31 19.05 18.12 18.42

Suckler Beef 18.38 18.53 17.18 17.00 23.00

Beef Finishing/Stores 19.94 18.88 19.50 20.00 17.00

WP1 Dairy 72.78 80.07 78.14 79.18 77.24

Suckler Beef 71.55 74.59 72.47 67.86 100.00

Beef Finishing/Stores 76.34 77.29 73.50 80.00 50.00

WP2 Dairy 71.11 78.80 77.69 81.04 79.14

Suckler Beef 72.81 71.08 68.47 77.14 100.00

Beef Finishing/Stores 74.84 77.42 76.50 83.33 50.00

WP3 Dairy 14.44 22.75 27.98 21.79 24.29

Suckler Beef 27.80 28.40 15.25 44.29 10.00

Beef Finishing/Stores 28.03 22.75 29.00 33.33 70.00

Source: survey data.

Mean scores are provided.

Sample sizes (n): Dairy−201, Sucker beef−207, Beef

finishing/stores−75, Other/missing−71.

WP1, Work productivity 1 (in the last month, the % of my time I was as productive as

usual was:).

WP2, Work productivity 2 (compared to my usual level of productivity, in the last month

the % of my work that I was able to accomplish was:).

WP3, Work productivity 3-(in the last month, the % of my work time that I was likely to

make more mistakes than usual was:).

them because they’re not allowed to go from here. So this year we

had to buy them two calves to the other farm, but that means that

they have to go every day to the other farm to train them which is

five miles away. So it’s nowhere near as convenient as doing it here.

But the danger with bTB is that it could take their favourite calves

away, but I suppose that’s part of life. They have to get used to it.”

(dairy and beef farmer, area 4).

Farmers’ Well-Being
Farmers perceived SWB and levels of presenteeism and
productivity are shown in Tables 5–7. For the ONS measures,
farmers’ perceived SWB was lower than for the general
population in the UK and Wales as judged by the Annual
Population Survey (21), as well as analagous “skilled trades”
occupations which include farmers (66). Measures of SWB
included in the SWEMWBS were also scored lower by farmers
than other surveys using the same measures (67). Farmers
score higher in the eudaimonc well-being components than the
hedonic component. This is also a trend in both the national
population and occupational group scores.

Farmers’ perceptions of presenteeism from the SPS give an
overall mean score of 18.78 for respondents to the farmer survey
out of a possible range of between 6 and 30. In terms of perceived
productivity (Table 7), farmers reported that in the past month

they were 75.6% as productive as usual (i.e., a 24.4% loss in
productivity compared to their usual level). Farmers were able to
accomplish 75.3% of their work compared to their usual level of
productivity (i.e., almost 25% of their work was unaccomplished).
They also felt that they were likely to make more mistakes than
usual in their work time (26.3%).

Farm Level Characteristics and Well-Being
Table 7 compares farmers’ perceptions of well-being with their
personal characteristics. Farmers over 65 were significantly likely
to have lower well-being (p < 0.05) than young age groups as
judged through the ONS and SPS scales. Well-being did not vary
significantly between gender.

Differences in farm characteristics and SWB are not
statistically significant. For the ONS and SWEMWBS measures,
beef farms had the highest levels of perceived well-being
and dairy farmers the lowest (see Tables 6, 7). The highest
presenteeism scores are displayed by beef finishing and beef
stores farm types. Work productivity scores of dairy farmers are
highest. Well-being also varied by herd size (see Table 6) with
smaller herds recording higher levels of well-being. Small dairy
herds also had higher levels of well-being whilst dairy farmers
with herd sizes 251–500 display better work productivity than for
other combination of enterprises and herd sizes.

Farmers who identified finance as a key pressure were
statistically significantly more likely to have lower well-being
levels for all three measures. These farmers were also more
likely to report reductions in the time that they were productive.
Farmers reporting red tape as a key pressure were also statistically
significantly likely to have lower well-being scores across all three
well-being measures.

Bovine Tuberculosis and Farmers’
Well-Being
No clear differences were detected between well-being levels
and farm bTB status. For the ONS and SPS scales, well-
being was marginally higher for bTB-free farms. Results for
the SWEMWBS revealed well-being was lower for bTB-free
farms. Farmers with bTB were marginally less productive than
those without bTB. However, none of these differences were
statistically significant, and the small differences suggest there
is little difference between farmers’ well-being and productivity
with and without bTB (Table 7).

Further analysis compared responses to individual questions
in each of the well-being scales to see if there were differences
between the individual well-being domains and bTB. On theONS
scale, farmers with bTB were less likely to say that their life was
worthwhile (p = 0.046), but none of the SWEMWBS measures
were significantly different. For the SPS, farmers with bTB were
more likely to report that the stresses of their job were hard to
handle than those without bTB (p= 0.02).

For all three measures of SWB, farmers reporting bTB as a
pressure were more likely to report higher levels of well-being,
although these differences are not statistically significant. Levels
of SWB were not lower amongst farmers who had a bTB test in
the next month. Neither were dairy farmers or larger herds with
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TABLE 7 | Mean SWB ratings and farm characteristics.

ONS mean SWEWBMS mean SPS mean WP1 mean % WP2 mean % WP3 mean %

All respondents All Farms 25.90 23.92 18.78 75.62 75.22 26.30

bTB Free when surveyed 26.13 23.84 18.96 75.83 75.66 26.01

Farms with bTB when surveyed 24.80 24.08 18.14 75.54 74.28 26.33

Never had bTB 26.75 24.21 19.26 75.87 74.33 27.55

Low risk areas All Farms 25.84 23.24 18.62 73.44 74.28 26.59

bTB Free when surveyed 25.70 23.22 18.54 72.84 73.67 27.86

Farms with bTB when surveyed 28.64 24.00 20.44 87.40 88.30 9.70

Never had bTB 25.77 23.42 18.91 72.99 73.34 27.72

High risk areas All Farms 25.88 24.15 18.86 76.33 75.86 26.02

bTB Free when surveyed 26.26 24.12 19.16 77.16 76.92 25.00

Farms with bTB when surveyed 24.40 24.07 17.94 74.03 72.92 28.00

Never had bTB 27.59 24.91 19.76 79.01 76.88 26.61

Farm characteristics Dairy 25.31 23.91 18.75 78.47 78.7 23.89

Suckler beef 25.41 23.76 18.33 73.05 72.12 27.4

Beef finishing 27.4 24.97 19.55 76.15 76.36 27.13

Farmer characteristics Under 35 26.74 24.11 18.83 84.41 81.18 24.53

35–44 26.45 24.51 19.16 80.60 82.20 29.11

45–54 24.73 23.28 18.21 75.53 74.51 28.35

55–64 24.90 23.37 18.29 73.49 73.67 23.66

>65 27.44 25.09 19.28 74.88 74.43 25.73

Male 25.65 23.95 18.65 75.62 75.52 26.21

Female 25.71 23.32 18.06 75.37 74.23 26.73

a bTB incident more likely to have higher or lower levels of SWB
or presenteeism than those that were bTB free.

There are no statistically significant differences between
measures of SWB or presenteeism between farmers in areas
of different bTB prevalence. However, farmers with bTB in
high-risk areas, however, do have statistically significantly lower
levels of well-being than those without (Table 7). For the ONS
measures, the mean level of well-being is 24.40 for farmers
with bTB compared to 26.26 on bTB free farms (p = 0.041).
SWEMWBS scores differed by 0.05 and was not statistically
significant. Farmers’ SPS score on bTB affected farms was 17.94
compared to 19.16 on bTB free farms (p = 0.022). Productivity
scores were higher for bTB farms, although these differences
were not statistically significant. For farms that have never had
bTB, both well-being and productivity scores were higher than
for those farms with a bTB history. However, none of these
differences were statistically significant whether analysis was
conducted for all farms, or separately for those in low and
high-risk areas.

Measures of SWB were significantly correlated with estimates
of productivity for all respondents, and in the low and high-
risk areas (Table 8). For all respondents the correlations between

productivity and SPS measures were highest for farms with
bTB when surveyed (r = +0.694) for WP2. In other words,
farmers with higher levels of SWB were also the most productive.
For the same measure, the correlation was lower for bTB-free
farms (r = +0.489) and farms that had never had bTB (r
= +0.543), indicating lower productivity. This trend was also
evident for correlations between productivity measures and the

ONS and SWEWBMS. In low risk areas, these correlations show
no consistent pattern. In high-risk areas, correlations are stronger
for farms with bTB. For example, WP2 is strongly correlated with
SPS on farms with bTB when surveyed (r = +0.706) whilst the
correlation for bTB free farms was weaker (r = 0.487). For all
measures of SWB in high-risk areas, correlations of SWB and
productivity were higher for farms with bTB.

DISCUSSION

These results are, in some senses, unexpected and provide a
contrast with previous assessments of the socio-psychological
impacts of animal disease. Overall, across three different
measures of subjective well-being, results fail to find consistent
differences between farms with bTB and those without. Even
when examining separate well-being dimensions, there appears
to be little difference between well-being in bTB affected
farms and those that are not. Furthermore, when considering
farmers’ assessments of work productivity, results again fail to
find statistically significant differences between farms with and
without disease. It is only when analysis focuses on areas of high
bTB prevalence that there are statistically significant differences
in well-being: for both the SPS and ONS measures, levels of
well-being amongst farmers with bTB are ∼5% lower than
those without.

Why do the results reported in this paper differ from those for
other exotic diseases? One reason might be that diseases such as
FMD involve the imposition of emergency regulations that affect
farming, its social environment and the natural environment. By
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TABLE 8 | Correlation co-efficients between subjective well-being and work productivity measures.

ONS SWEWBMS SPS

WP1 WP2 WP3 WP1 WP2 WP3 WP1 WP2 WP3

All respondents All Farms 0.489** 0.437** −0.331** 0.513** 0.466** −0.277** 0.553** 0.540** −0.392**

bTB Free when surveyed 0.442** 0.378** −0.290** 0.488** 0.423** −0.265** 0.527** 0.489** −0.343**

Farms with bTB when surveyed 0.647** 0.634** −0.490** 0.603** 0.616** −0.414** 0.619** 0.694** −0.558**

Never had bTB 0.463** 0.390** −0.414** 0.510** 0.420** −0.340** 0.594** 0.543** −0.390**

Low risk areas All Farms 0.439** 0.334** −0.331** 0.554** 0.458** −0.378** 0.563** 0.486** −0.444**

bTB Free when surveyed 0.395** 0.292** −0.314** 0.548** 0.440** −0.380** 0.547** 0.463** −0.421**

Farms with bTB when surveyed 0.695** 0.517* −0.406 0.385 0.406 −0.093 0.581* 0.543* −0.624*

Never had bTB 0.364** 0.312** −0.438** 0.507** 0.444** −0.477** 0.554** 0.505** −0.436**

High risk areas All Farms 0.512** 0.508** −0.336** 0.498** 0.480** −0.246** 0.538** 0.559** −0.376**

bTB Free when surveyed 0.463** 0.457** −0.279** 0.451** 0.422** −0.203** 0.494** 0.487** −0.302**

Farms with bTB when surveyed 0.640** 0.643** −0.501** 0.625** 0.630** −0.451** 0.621** 0.706** −0.557**

Never had bTB 0.549** 0.552** −0.408** 0.504** 0.414** −0.231 0.594** 0.538** −0.367**

*Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

WP1, Work productivity 1 (in the last month, the % of my time I was as productive as usual was:).

WP2, Work productivity 2 (compared to my usual level of productivity, in the last month the % of my work that I was able to accomplish was:).

WP3, Work productivity 3-(in the last month, the % of my work time that I was likely to make more mistakes than usual was:).

contrast, the management of endemic diseases such as bTB can
fail to have a clear end in sight, meaning adapting to live with
disease diminishes its social impacts. The lack of relationship
between well-being and bTB incidence requires further attention.
Potentially, this relationship may be mediated by other factors,
such as personality, the presence of other diseases and farmers’
experiences of the management of bTB. Equally, this analysis
does not take into account whether farms have had bTB for a long
time and/or lost a large number of animals to bTB. Analysis of
the relationship between well-being and other endemic diseases
may confirm the findings presented here for bTB. For the
moment, however, the evidence presented here suggests that any
relationship between bTB and farmer well-being is complex and
cannot be reduced to a simplistic conclusion.

These results have a number of implications. Firstly, by
employing 3 different measures of SWB, we are able to
show that assessments of the socio-psychological impacts of
animal disease can depend on the precise measure used. Given
the extensive testing and validation of the SWEMWBS, it is
surprising that results from this scale are not reflected in
results for the ONS or SPS scales. One possible explanation
is that the abstract and standardized wording for some of
the SWEMWBS questions (such as I’ve been feeling close
to people) in comparison to those in the ONS or SPS
scales was confusing to farmers. However, piloting of the
questionnaire did not reveal any issues. Moreover, questions
in all scales addressed similar issues such as feelings of
optimism or the ability to deal with problems. Whilst it is
not possible from these comparisons to judge which scale is
most accurate, evidence from the supporting qualitative research
suggests that farmers are affected by incidents of bTB on
their farm. What is clear, however, is that the selection of
well-being measures to be used in surveys influences results.

Researchers are therefore encouraged to employ more than
one measure in surveys and use qualitative research to provide
methodological triangulation.

Secondly, these results may provide some support that
farmers can develop coping strategies to displace the impacts
of animal disease. Farmers with frequent incidents of bTB may
become cynical toward Government policy and fatalistic toward
preventing bTB. This lack of self-efficacy may help to mediate the
effects of bTB and explain why in some cases, measures of SWB
are not even lower for farmers with bTB. For example, a lack
of self-efficacy may help to mediate feelings of guilt or failure.
Moreover, in framing notions of well-being in relation to cultural
concepts of “good farming,” the ability to blame others for failures
in disease management allows farmers to retain a sense of self-
worth and accomplishment. This presents a conundrum for
policy makers: attempts to seek to encourage better biosecurity
by aligning it with forms of “good farming” are likely to provide
additional threats to farmer well-being if these measures fail.
Further research is therefore required to fully understand what
coping strategies farmers employ and the precise effects they have
upon well-being.

Thirdly, that farmers’ well-being is associated with the wider
spatial epidemiological status is relevant for policy makers and
organizations concerned with farmer well-being. These data
suggest that those most in need of help and assistance are
those farmers with bTB in high-risk areas. The extent of this
relationship should be examined further using more detailed
epidemiological definitions of bTB risk. In high-risk areas,
farmers with bTB may benefit from talking to those without bTB
to understand how they cope with the constant threat of bTB,
and vice-versa. Alternatively, farmers with bTB may benefit from
more targeted well-being interventions to help them manage
their farm during a bTB outbreak.
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Additional research is required to examine how well-being
varies amongst age groups and gender. The number of young
farmers in our sample is insufficient to draw any conclusions,
yet there is no reason why they should not be affected by a
bTB incident. Similarly, the role of farming families is worthy
of further investigation to examine how other family members
may be both affected by bTB and implement coping strategies
(40). Finally, it is not just farmers who are involved in the
management of bTB: local vets working in areas of high bTB
incidence may also be affected. For these vets, bTB may affect
their commitment to their profession (68) and their well-being
(69, 70). As with farmers, understanding vets coping strategies
to deal with the stresses of endemic disease is important for
the continued management of animal disease and provision of
veterinary services (71).

CONCLUSION

This paper analyses the impacts of endemic disease on farmer
well-being and perceived productivity. Surprisingly, results
do not find a clear relationship between measures of well-
being and disease incidence. For some measures, farmers
with a history of disease in areas at high-risk of disease,
do have lower levels of well-being. However, assessments
of these impacts will likely depend on the precise well-
being measures selected by researchers. As such, there is a
continued need for further research, methodological discussion
and debate in the study of the socio-psychological impacts of
animal disease.

DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

The datasets generated for this study will not be made publicly
available to ensure confidentiality of respondents.

ETHICS STATEMENT

The studies involving human participants were reviewed and
approved by School of Planning and Geography Research Ethics
Committee. The patients/participants provided their written
informed consent to participate in this study.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

DC conducted original research, analyzed data, and wrote up
results. GE contributed to the design of the research methods,
analyzed data, and wrote the final draft of the paper.

FUNDING

This research was funded by an ESRC collaborative Ph.D.
studentship with assistance from theWelshGovernment received
by DC and supervised by GE.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We acknowledge the support provided by the Animal and Plant
Health Agency for their assistance with the postal survey. We are
grateful to all the farmers for participating in this study.

REFERENCES

1. Peck DF, Grant S, McArthur W, Godden D. Psychological impact of

foot-and-mouth disease on farmers. J Ment Health. (2002) 11:523–31.

doi: 10.1080/09638230020023877

2. Bailey C, Convery I, Baxter J, Mort M. Narratives of trauma and on-going

recovery: the UK 2001 foot and mouth disease epidemic. AutoBiography.

(2003) X1, 37–46.

3. Deauville J, Kenkre J, Ameen J. The Impact of the Foot and Mouth Outbreak

on Mental Health and Well-Being in Wales. Newtown; Pontypridd: Institute

of Rural Health and University of Glamorgan.

4. Hood B, Seedsman T. Psychosocial investigation of individual and community

responses to the experience of Ovine Johne’s disease in rural Victoria. Aust J

Rural Health. (2004) 12:54–60. doi: 10.1111/j.1038-5282.2004.00560.x

5. Convery I, Bailey C, Mort M, Baxter J. Death in the wrong place? Emotional

geographies of the UK 2001 foot and mouth disease epidemic. J Rural Stud.

(2005) 21:99–109. doi: 10.1016/j.jrurstud.2004.10.003

6. Mort M, Convery I, Baxter J, Bailey C. Psychosocial effects of the 2001 UK

foot and mouth disease epidemic in a rural population: qualitative diary based

study. Br Med J. (2005) 331:1234–7. doi: 10.1136/bmj.38603.375856.68

7. Nerlich B, Hillyard S, Wright N. Stress and stereotypes: children’s reactions to

the outbreak of foot and mouth disease in the UK in 2001. Child Soc. (2005)

19:348–59. doi: 10.1002/chi.845

8. Mort M, Convey I, Baxter J, Bailey C. Animal disease and human trauma: the

psychosocial implications of the 2001 UK foot and mouth disease disaster. J

Appl AnimWelf Sci. (2008) 11:133–48. doi: 10.1080/10888700801925984

9. Convery I, Balogh R, Carroll B. ’Getting the kids back to school’: education

and the emotional geographies of the 2007 Hull floods. J Flood Risk Manag.

(2010) 3:99–111. doi: 10.1111/j.1753-318X.2010.01060.x

10. Bennett K, Carroll T, Lowe P, Phillipson J. Coping with Crisis in Cumbria: The

Consequences of Foot and Mouth Disease. Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Centre for

Rural Economy, Department of Agricultural Economics and FoodMarketing,

University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (2002).

11. Bennett K, Phillipson J. A plague upon their houses: revelations of the foot

and mouth disease epidemic for business households. Sociol Ruralis. (2004)

44:261–84. doi: 10.1111/j.1467-9523.2004.00275.x

12. Phillipson J, Bennett K, Lowe P, Raley M. Adaptive responses and asset

strategies: the experience of rural micro-firms and Foot and Mouth Disease. J

Rural Stud. (2004) 20:227–43. doi: 10.1016/j.jrurstud.2003.08.006

13. Brown T. Mental Health Fears for Farmers Over Mass Cow Cull (2018).

Available online at: https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/358435/mental-health-

fears-for-farmers-over-mass-cow-cull (accessed September 26, 2019).

14. Kenen R, Ardern-Jones A, Eeles R. Living with chronic risk: healthy women

with a family history of breast/ovarian cancer. Health Risk Soc. (2003) 5:315–

31. doi: 10.1080/13698570310001607003

15. Kenen R, Ardern-Jones A, Eeles R. Family stories and the use of

heuristics: women from suspected hereditary breast and ovarian

cancer (HBOC) families. Sociol Health Illness. (2003) 25:838–65.

doi: 10.1046/j.1467-9566.2003.00372.x

16. Parkhill KA, Pidgeon NF, Henwood KL, Simmons P, Venables D. From

the familiar to the extraordinary: local residents’ perceptions of risk when

living with nuclear power in the UK. Trans Inst Br Geogr. (2010) 35:39–58.

doi: 10.1111/j.1475-5661.2009.00364.x

17. Parkhill KA, Henwood KL, PidgeonNF, Simmons P. Laughing it off? Humour,

affect and emotion work in communities living with nuclear risk1. Br J Sociol.

(2011) 62:324–46. doi: 10.1111/j.1468-4446.2011.01367.x

18. Lobley M. Exploring the dark side: stress in rural Britain. In: Journal of the

Royal Agricultural Society of England (2005). p. 166.

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org 11 October 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 342

https://doi.org/10.1080/09638230020023877
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1038-5282.2004.00560.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2004.10.003
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.38603.375856.68
https://doi.org/10.1002/chi.845
https://doi.org/10.1080/10888700801925984
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1753-318X.2010.01060.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9523.2004.00275.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2003.08.006
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/358435/mental-health-fears-for-farmers-over-mass-cow-cull
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/top/358435/mental-health-fears-for-farmers-over-mass-cow-cull
https://doi.org/10.1080/13698570310001607003
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1467-9566.2003.00372.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-5661.2009.00364.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-4446.2011.01367.x
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science#articles


Crimes and Enticott Social and Psychological Impacts of Animal Disease

19. Price L, Evans N. From stress to distress: conceptualizing the British

family farming patriarchal way of life. J Rural Stud. (2009) 25:1–11.

doi: 10.1016/j.jrurstud.2008.03.008

20. Malmberg A, Hawton K, Simkin S. A study of suicide in farmers

in England and Wales. J Psychosom Res. (1997) 43:107–11.

doi: 10.1016/S0022-3999(97)00114-1

21. ONS. Personal Well-Being Across the UK, 2012/13. Newport: Office for

National Statistics (2013).

22. Bailey C, Convery I, Mort M, Baxter J. Different public health

geographies of the 2001 foot and mouth disease epidemic: “citizen”

versus “professional” epidemiology. Health Place. (2006) 12:157–66.

doi: 10.1016/j.healthplace.2004.11.004

23. Defra. Draft Strategy for Achieving ‘Officially bovine Tuberculosis-Free’ Status

for England. Summary of Responses. London: Defra (2014).

24. Godfray C, Donnelly CA, Hewinson G, Winter M, Wood JLN. Bovine TB

Strategy Review. London: Defra (2018).

25. Bennett R, Ijpelaar J. Updated estimates of the costs associated with thirty

four endemic livestock diseases in great Britain: a note. J Agric Econ. (2005)

56:135–44. doi: 10.1111/j.1477-9552.2005.tb00126.x

26. Grant W. Intractable policy failure: the case of bovine T. B, and Badgers. Br J

Politics Int Relat. (2009) 11:557–73. doi: 10.1111/j.1467-856X.2009.00387.x

27. Löve J, Grimby-Ekman A, Eklöf M, Hagberg M, Dellve L, et al. “Pushing

oneself too hard”: performance-based self-esteem as a predictor of sickness

presenteeism among young adult women and men-a cohort study. J Occup

Environ Med. (2010) 52:603–9. doi: 10.1097/JOM.0b013e3181dce181

28. Dean L. FUW Calls for Welsh Government to Focus on Mental Health Impact

of TB. Farmers Guardian. Available online at: https://www.fginsight.com/

news/news/fuw-calls-for-welsh-government-to-focus-on-mental-health-

impact-of-tb-86944 (accessed September 26, 2019).

29. Enticott G. The ecological paradox: social and natural consequences of the

geographies of animal health promotion. Transac Inst Br Geogr. (2008)

33:433–46. doi: 10.1111/j.1475-5661.2008.00321.x

30. Farm Crisis Network. (2009). Stress and Loss: A Report on the Impact of Bovine

TB on Farming Families. Northampton: Farm Crisis Network.

31. Defra. Investigate the Longer-Term Effects on Farm Businesses of a bTB

Breakdown. Project SE3120 Final Report., London: Defra (2010).

32. Hawton K, Fagg J, Simkin S, Harriss L, Malmberg A, Smith D. The

geographical distribution of suicides in farmers in England and Wales. Soc

Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol. (1999) 34:122–7. doi: 10.1007/s001270050122

33. Malmberg A, Simkin S, Hawton K. Suicide in farmers. Br. J Psychiatry. (1999)

175:103–5. doi: 10.1192/bjp.175.2.103

34. Thomas HV, Lewis G, Thomas DR, Salmon RL, Chalmers RM, Coleman TJ,

et al. Mental health of British farmers. Occup Environ Med. (2003) 60:181–5.

doi: 10.1136/oem.60.3.181

35. Fraser CE, Smith KB, Judd F, Humphreys JS, Fragar LJ, Henderson A. Farming

and mental health problems and mental illness. Int J Soc Psychiatry. (2005)

51:340–9. doi: 10.1177/0020764005060844

36. Meltzer H, Griffiths C, Brock A, Rooney C, Jenkins R. Patterns of suicide

by occupation in England and Wales: 2001–2005. Br J Psychiatry. (2008)

193:73–6. doi: 10.1192/bjp.bp.107.040550

37. Alpass F, Flett R, Humphries S, Massey C, Morriss S, Long N. Stress in dairy

farming and the adoption of new technology. Int J Stress Manag. (2004)

11:270–81. doi: 10.1037/1072-5245.11.3.270

38. Sanne B, Mykletun A, Moen BE, Dahl AA, Tell GS. Farmers are at risk for

anxiety and depression: the Hordaland Health Study. Occup Med. (2004)

54:92–100. doi: 10.1093/occmed/kqh007

39. Hounsome B, Edwards RT, Edwards-Jones G. A note on the effect of farmer

mental health on adoption: the case of agri-environment schemes. Agric Syst.

(2006) 91:229–41. doi: 10.1016/j.agsy.2006.09.001

40. McLaren S, Challis C. Resilience among men farmers: the protective roles

of social support and sense of belonging in the depression-suicidal ideation

relation. Death Stud. (2009) 33:262–76. doi: 10.1080/07481180802671985

41. Kolstrup CL, Hultgren J. Perceived physical and psychosocial exposure and

health symptoms of dairy farm staff and possible associations with dairy cow

health. J Agric Saf Health. (2011) 17:111–25. doi: 10.13031/2013.36496

42. Hounsome B, Edwards RT, Hounsome N, Edwards-Jones G. Psychological

morbidity of farmers and non-farming population: results from a UK survey.

Commun Ment Health J. (2012) 48:503–10. doi: 10.1007/s10597-011-9415-8

43. Bierla I, Huver B, Richard S. New evidence on absenteeism

and presenteeism. Int J Hum Resour Manag. (2013) 24:1536–50.

doi: 10.1080/09585192.2012.722120

44. Stewart-Brown S, Janmohamed K. Warwick-Edinburgh Mental Well-being

Scale (WEMWBS). User Guide (Version 1), Warwick: Warwick Medical

School (2008).

45. Deci EL, Ryan RM. Hedonia, eudaimonia, and well-being: an introduction. J

Happiness Stud. (2008) 9:1–11. doi: 10.1007/s10902-006-9018-1

46. Defra. Measuring Progress: Sustainable Development Indicators. London:

Defra (2010).

47. Dolan P, Peasegood T, White M. Review of Research on the Influences on

Personal Well-Being and Application to Policy Making. London: Defra (2006).

48. Huta V, Ryan R. Pursuing pleasure or virtue: the differential and overlapping

well-being benefits of Hedonic and Eudaimonic motives. J Happiness Stud.

(2010) 11:735–62. doi: 10.1007/s10902-009-9171-4

49. Strack F, Argyle M, Schwartz N. Subjective Well-Being - An Interdisciplinary

Perspective. Oxford: Pergamon Press (1991).

50. NEF. National Accounts of Well-Being: bringing Real Wealth Onto the Balance

Sheet (2009).

51. Tennant R, Hiller L, Fishwick R, Platt S, Joseph S, Weich S, et al.

The Warwick-Edinburgh mental well-being scale (WEMWBS):

development and UK validation. Health Qual Life Outcomes. (2007)

5:63. doi: 10.1186/1477-7525-5-63

52. ONS. National Well-being Wheel of Measure. Newport: Office for National

Statistics (2013).

53. Centre for Mental Health. Mental Health at Work: Developing the Business

Case. London: Centre for Mental Health (2007).

54. Burton RJF. Seeing through the “good farmer’s” eyes: towards developing an

understanding of the social symbolic value of “productivist” behaviour. Sociol

Ruralis. (2004) 44:195–215. doi: 10.1111/j.1467-9523.2004.00270.x

55. Lobley M, Johnson G, Reed M, Winter M, Little J. Rural Stress Review: Final

Report. Centre for Rural Policy Research, University of Exeter (2004).

56. Mattke S, Balakrishnan A, Bergamo G, Newberry SJ. A review of methods to

measure health-related productivity loss. Am J Manag Care. (2007) 13:211–8.

57. Sanderson K, Tilse E, Nicholson J, Oldenburg B, Graves N. Which

presenteeism measures are more sensitive to depression and anxiety? J Affect

Disord. (2007) 101:65–74. doi: 10.1016/j.jad.2006.10.024

58. Schultz AB, Chen CY, Edington DW. The cost and impact of health conditions

on presenteeism to employers: a review of the literature. PharmacoEconomics.

(2009) 27:365–78. doi: 10.2165/00019053-200927050-00002

59. Lerner D, Amick BC, Rogers WH, Malspeis S, Bungay K, Cynn

D. The work limitations questionnaire. Med Care. (2001) 39:72–85.

doi: 10.1097/00005650-200101000-00009

60. Koopman C, Pelletier KR, Murray JF, Sharda CE, Berger ML, Turpin RS, et al.

Stanford presenteeism scale: health status and employee productivity. J Occup

Environ Med. (2002) 44:14–20. doi: 10.1097/00043764-200201000-00004

61. Turpin RS, Ozminkowski RJ, Sharda CE, Collins JJ, Berger ML, Billotti GM,

et al. Reliability and validity of the stanford presenteeism scale. J Occup

Environ Med. (2004) 46:1123–33. doi: 10.1097/01.jom.0000144999.35675.a0

62. Collins JJ, Baase CM, Sharda CE, Ozminkowski RJ, Nicholson S, Billotti GM,

et al. The assessment of chronic health conditions on work performance,

absence, and total economic impact for employers. J Occup Environ Med.

(2005) 47:547–57. doi: 10.1097/01.jom.0000166864.58664.29

63. Crimes D.Accounting for the social impacts of animal disease: the case of bovine

tuberculosis (Unpublished PhD thesis). School of Geography and Planning,

Cardiff University, Cardiff, United Kingdom (2016).

64. Welsh Government. June 2010 Survey of Agriculture: Estimates of Farm

Labour. Cardiff: Welsh Government (2010).

65. Silvasti T. The cultural model of “the good farmer” and the

environmental question in Finland. Agric Human Values. (2003) 20:143–50.

doi: 10.1023/A:1024021811419

66. ONS. Subjective Well-Being Annual Population Survey April 2011–March

2012. Newport: Office for National Statistics (2012).

67. Institute for Social and Economic Research. Understanding Society: Waves 1-

2, 2009-2011: Special Licence Access [computer file]. Research UoEIfSaE. 2nd

ed: UK Data Archive (2013).

68. Enticott G. International migration by rural professionals: professional

subjectivity, disease ecology and veterinary migration from the

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org 12 October 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 342

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2008.03.008
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0022-3999(97)00114-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2004.11.004
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1477-9552.2005.tb00126.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-856X.2009.00387.x
https://doi.org/10.1097/JOM.0b013e3181dce181
https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/fuw-calls-for-welsh-government-to-focus-on-mental-health-impact-of-tb-86944
https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/fuw-calls-for-welsh-government-to-focus-on-mental-health-impact-of-tb-86944
https://www.fginsight.com/news/news/fuw-calls-for-welsh-government-to-focus-on-mental-health-impact-of-tb-86944
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-5661.2008.00321.x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s001270050122
https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.175.2.103
https://doi.org/10.1136/oem.60.3.181
https://doi.org/10.1177/0020764005060844
https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.bp.107.040550
https://doi.org/10.1037/1072-5245.11.3.270
https://doi.org/10.1093/occmed/kqh007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agsy.2006.09.001
https://doi.org/10.1080/07481180802671985
https://doi.org/10.13031/2013.36496
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10597-011-9415-8
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2012.722120
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10902-006-9018-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10902-009-9171-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/1477-7525-5-63
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9523.2004.00270.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2006.10.024
https://doi.org/10.2165/00019053-200927050-00002
https://doi.org/10.1097/00005650-200101000-00009
https://doi.org/10.1097/00043764-200201000-00004
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.jom.0000144999.35675.a0
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.jom.0000166864.58664.29
https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1024021811419
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science#articles


Crimes and Enticott Social and Psychological Impacts of Animal Disease

United Kingdom to New Zealand. J Rural Stud. (2018) 59:118–26.

doi: 10.1016/j.jrurstud.2018.02.006

69. Bartram DJ, Yadegarfar G, Baldwin DS,Bartram DJ, Yadegarfar G,

Baldwin DS. A cross-sectional study of mental health and well-being

and their associations in the UK veterinary profession. Soc Psychiatry

Psychiatr Epidemiol. (2009) 44:1075–85. doi: 10.1007/s00127-009-0

030-8

70. Bartram DJ, Yadegarfar G, Baldwin DS,Bartram DJ, Yadegarfar G,

Baldwin DS. Psychosocial working conditions and work-related

stressors among UK veterinary surgeons. Occup Med. (2009) 59:334–41.

doi: 10.1093/occmed/kqp072

71. Bailey C, Convery I, Mort M, Bailey C, Baxter J. Role stress in front

line workers during the 2001 foot and mouth disease epidemic:

the value of therapeutic spaces. Aust J Disaster Trauma Stud.

(2006) 2:1–31.

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the

absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a

potential conflict of interest.

Copyright © 2019 Crimes and Enticott. This is an open-access article distributed

under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use,

distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original

author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original publication

in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use,

distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org 13 October 2019 | Volume 6 | Article 342

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2018.02.006
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-009-0030-8
https://doi.org/10.1093/occmed/kqp072
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/veterinary-science#articles

	Assessing the Social and Psychological Impacts of Endemic Animal Disease Amongst Farmers
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Background
	Approach
	Subjective Well-Being
	Presenteeism

	Postal Survey
	Qualitative Interviews
	Analysis

	Analysis
	Respondent Characteristics
	Farmers Understandings of Well-Being
	Well-Being as Health
	Happiness
	Freedom and Individuality
	Natural Living

	Farming Pressures
	Weather
	Red Tape and Bureaucracy
	Finance

	Farmers' Well-Being
	Farm Level Characteristics and Well-Being
	Bovine Tuberculosis and Farmers' Well-Being

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Data Availability Statement
	Ethics Statement
	Author Contributions
	Funding
	Acknowledgments
	References


